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Well, it’s going to be a busy autumn. The long over-due work 
to make our building watertight will begin, we have a world 
premiere of a new musical The Tree of War, there are Heritage 
Open Days and – before we know it – Advent and Christmas 
will be upon us.

My article on the roof repair work is elsewhere in the 
magazine, but I want to acknowledge here that it’s been a  
long hard slog to get to the point where we can repair the 
roof. I thank everyone who’s made a contribution – in  
whatever way – so far. I hope there will be minimal  
disruption to the life of the church, but I guess we might  
have to get used to people in hard-hats making a lot of  
noise from time to time.

Speaking of people making noise, I’m not alone in being  
very excited about the forthcoming production of The  
Tree of War, between 15th and 19th September. One of the 
interesting developments at St Nick’s in recent years is our 
work with musical theatre. The Tree of War is a new version  
of the commemorative show we put on last autumn. It tells  
the story of a pair of Burnage lads who end up on the frontline 
in World War One and face all of the emotional and physical 
impact of that experience.  The new version is a full two-act, 
two-hour show that has an extended cast of characters  
and many new songs, whilst retaining the strengths of  
the original version.

I know it’s easy for me – as one of the co-writers, along  
with Oliver Mills – to be positive about this show, but it is  
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an extraordinary venture. The cast and crew are fabulous  
and the level they’ve achieved is quite startling. I cannot 
commend the show to you enough. There will be laughter  
and tears, hope and sadness. The cast ranges in ages from 
nine to eighty and reflects how much talent there is in 
Manchester. Even if you saw the show last September and 
think, ‘Oh it’ll just be the same’ come along – the show has 
developed so much that you’re in for a real surprise!

In the past few years St Nick’s has become part of the 
Didsbury Heritage Trail over Heritage Weekend of 12th  
and 13th September. Once again we anticipate opening  
the church for visitors. It will – of course – coincide with 
preparations for The Tree of War, but we hope that this 
introduction to our grade 2* building will act as a reminder  
of how much St Nick’s is a living, breathing faith community 
and not just part of the heritage industry. During the  
weekend we anticipate having an art exhibition from local 
artists, themed around war and remembrance.

Sometimes it can feel very challenging to be part of a faith 
community in the 21st Century. We are all aware that these  
are challenging times for the Church. Yet, there is so much life 
and possibility here at St Nick’s. It’s going to be a tiring and 
exhilarating few months. I know that when St Nick’s becomes  
a building site it will be difficult. But it is part of ensuring that 
we can be a sustainable community resource and platform for 
our attempt to lovingly serve Burnage for many years to come.

Rachel x
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Rev. Lynn connolly’s retirement

Previous Rector at St. Nick’s - Rev. Lynn Connolly is retiring. 
She is being made a Minor Canon at Manchester Cathedral  
on Sunday 6th September at 5.30pm.

Her final service at her church - St James, East Crompton, 
Shaw, Oldham, will be on Sunday 18th October at 10.30 am. 
She will be preaching and she says there will be a little “bun 
fight” afterwards!
 
She and her husband Tony Young, who most of us know well, 
would love to see as many of their St Nick’s friends who are 
able to come to either or both services.



4

Well, I think we’re finally ready to begin! It’s taken a lot of 
work, hand-wringing and negotiations, but finally we are  
going to start work on repairing our leaking roof.

The main purpose of this short note is to say ‘Thank You!’  
to the many generous people who’ve contributed, both in 
financial terms and by offering time and expertise to bring  
this project to fruition.

We are delighted to acknowledge the support of the Heritage 
Lottery Fund who have offered a grant of about £180,000.  
In addition we’ve received a grant of £5000 from Garfield 
Weston, £2250 from All Churches Trust and £600 from the 
Greater Manchester Lieutenancy.

In addition we as a church have committed significant 
amounts of reserves and acknowledge the support of St 
Nicholas Friends.

However, it has been individual generosity that has ensured 
we’ve reached the level of match funding that means we  
can start. On behalf of the Church Wardens and the PCC,  
can I thank you for giving that has totalled over £8000.00  
and counting. 

Such generosity has been overwhelming. It is a token of your 
commitment and love for St Nick’s. This building can feel such 
a challenge to maintain, but it is also a great opportunity and 
platform for us to serve our local community.

We have a long way to go with our building works. We are  
just beginning. But in order to arrive we must set out. Thank 
you for your faithfulness and willingness to set out in hope  
and faith.

Rachel x

Thank you!
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Church Rota - september 2015

Warden
8.30am

Warden
10.30am

Altar
Server

Lay 
Assistants

Sidespeople

Sept 
6th

Jill 
Lomas

Julie 
Crossley

Caroline 
Abiodun

Anne H. 
Anne T.

Margaret V.
Michael V.
Muriel C.

Sept 
13th

Julie 
Crossley

Jill 
Lomas

Jane 
Cawley

Jane C.
Lyn R.

Muriel N.
Val H.

Sept 
20th

Louise 
Holling-
sworth 

Jane 
Cawley

Peter 
Cullen

Alison C.
Jill L.

Brenda M.
Colin M. 
Alison C.

Sept 
27th

Fred 
Murphy

Louise 
Holling-
sworth 

Brenda 
Maclese

Brenda 
M.
Cliff S.

Lyn Rimmer
Ann A.

parish registers - from July 2015

Date Attendance Cash Envelopes

July 5th 60 49.30 277.00

July 12th 45 8.00 310.50

July 19th 38 23.50 309.50

July 26th 39 12.00 284.00

Total  182 92.80 1182.00

                                    

St.Nicholas Club  
1st Prize: 3 Muriel Clark
2nd Prize: 62 Oliver Mills
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september Calendar

Tuesday, September 1st 7.30pm Taize

Wednesday, 
September 2nd

10am Eucharist

Sunday, September 6th 8.30am
10.30am

Holy Communion (BCP)
Parish Communion & Young 
People’s Church

Wednesday, 
September 9th

10am Eucharist

Sunday, 
September 13th

8.30am
10.30am

Holy Communion (BCP)
Parish Communion & Young 
People’s Church

September 15th-19th Tree of War

Wednesday, 
September 16th

10am Eucharist

Sunday, 
September 20th

8.30am
10.30am

Holy Communion (BCP)
Parish Communion & Young 
People’s Church

Wednesday, 
September 23rd

10am Eucharist

Sunday, 
September 27th

8.30am
10.30am

Holy Communion (BCP)
Parish Communion & Young 
People’s Church

Wednesday, 
September 30th

10am Eucharist

St Nicholas Club

The new season for the St Nicholas Club starts in September. The 
subscription is £12.50 per year. Winners are drawn each month. 
1st prize: £25 & 2nd Prize: £15
You can apply for as many subscriptions as you like. Extra forms are 
available in the church entrance. -Fred Murphy 
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a Trip to the National Memorial Arboretum
by anne, valerie, and sybil

A planned trip to the National Memorial Arboretum in 
Staffordshire, a 150 acre site in the heart of the country, 
happened to take place on a perfect summer’s day. The  
Armed Forces Memorial is in Portland Stone and lists 16,000 
men and women who have been killed on duty or as a result  
of terrorism since 1948. There is a break in the stone, which  
at 11:00 am on the 11th day of the 11th month creates a shaft  
of light across the Memorial. 

The Arboretum consists of woodlands, landscaped gardens 
and 50,000 trees and wild flower meadows. The many 
Memorials, as well as having military links, also feature 
emergency services, charity and civilian organisations, and 
individuals. There is always something new to see each year  
as the list grows. 

Amongst the latest additions is the Naval Services Memorial - 
“For those who have served, serve today, and will serve 
tomorrow” - huge coloured glass panels depict the five  
oceans between sunrise and sunset with a sculptured sailor 
bowing his head towards the setting sun. 

The Afghanistan Memorial was also new with a simple cross  
on the plinth made out of used shell cases. 

A day is not nearly enough as there are guided walks, buggy 
tours, and land train to take you round if you wish. We only 
saw about a quarter. We didn’t see the Women’s Land Army 
and Women’s Timber Corps, a tribute to the women who fed 
us during World War II and the Football Remembers Memorial 
remembering the Christmas Day truce of 1914, designed by  
a 9 year old--perhaps next time. 
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Not to be missed is the small Chapel with interesting carvings 
of the 12 Apostles where a daily Act of Remembrance takes 
place at 11:00 am. 

Although there were lots of visitors, there was plenty of  
space to walk around, sit and reflect in such a respected  
and peaceful setting. Well worth a visit--we hope we have 
whetted your appetite.

Organisations

THE MAKER’S CLUB (SUNDAY SCHOOL)
Mrs. Margaret Witty (0161 432 2933) 
For all children aged 3 years upwards in the Vestry at 10.15 a.m.

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP
Chairman: Mrs Ann Holmes (0161 434 2245) 
Second and Fourth Wednesdays at 2.30 p.m.

CONFIRMATION CLASSES 
For young people and adults by arrangement with the Minister. 

RAINBOWS
For girls aged 5 to 7 years.
Wednesday evening, 6 pm to 7 pm, in the church hall. 

Church Hall Bookings

Church Hall and Glass Room are available for Hire. 
Details are on our website:

www.St-Nicholas-church.org.uk

For bookings please contact:
 Mrs Caroline Abiodon (0161 431 6535)
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Christ Carrying the Cross. 1920
Stanley Spencer (1891-1959)

Oil on canvas 153x143 cm
London Tate Gallery
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Spencer represents Christ on the way to Calvary. Not  
a mournful event, Spencer paints from his personal 
understanding of Christ’s life and death; as something  
to be celebrated. In the painting spencer means to draw 
attention to the sacredness of human life and transfers the 
Gospel scene from 1st Century Jerusalem to 20th Century 
Cookham, in Berkshire and to the house where the painter  
was born. Christ is just visible in the background - centre  
left, surrounded by villagers. Spencer believed that Christ’s 
self-sacrifice had led to a reconciliation between humanity  
and God; and that he personally was able to view Christ’s 
cross without sadness.

A piece of text about the artist from a catalogue:
“Spencer thought that Christ’s decision to enter our  
humanity gave human life great dignity; by undertaking  
a mission of teaching and healing, Christ had made all  
human tasks worthy, even holy. This induced Spencer to  
find value and beauty in the people, places and activities 
which he encountered, especially in his native village where  
he spent much of his adult life. He explained he suddenly  
felt aware that everything was full of special meaning and  
this made everything holy. The instinct of Moses to take his 
shoes off when he saw the burning bush, Spencer said, was 
similar to his feelings. He said he observed this sacred quality 
in most unexpected quarters.”

Bibliography for this Stanley Spencer text plus all 20th  
century text from: “The Image of Christ” the catalogue of  
the exhibition “Seeing Salvation”, National gallery, London 
(Co.Ltd.) 2000. 

Supported by the Jerusalem Trust and the Pilgrim Trust

An Analysis of Christ Carrying the Cross
By Irene Smith



Sunday Services
8.30 a.m Eucharist (BCP)
10.30 a.m. Family Service and 
Eucharist

Minister
Rev’d Rachel Mann 
(0161 432 7009)

Organists 
Vacancy

Churchwardens
Mrs. Alison Mills 
(01625 540376)
(07932 071977)
Ms. Jane Cawley 
(07745392374)

Assistant Wardens
Mr. Fred Murphy 
Mrs. Jill Lomas 
Mrs. Grace Manley
Mrs. Julie Crossley
Mrs. Louise Hollingsworth

Hon. Treasurer. 
Mrs. Caroline Abiodun

Minutes Secretary
Mrs. Ann Ackerman

Electoral Roll Officer 
Mrs. Lyn Rimmer

Deanery Synod
Mrs. Grace Manley 
Mrs. Christine Price

Elected on PC 
(in addition to the above officers)
Mrs. Alison Cullen
Mrs. Margaret Witty
Mr. Tony Witty.
Mr. David Crossley (ex-officio)

Magazine Distribution 
Mrs. Brenda Maclese

Missionary Secretary
Mrs. Margaret Vessey

The Parish Church 
of St Nicholas 
Burnage

www.st-nicholas-church.org.uk 
St.Nicholas Church, Kingsway, Manchester M19 1PL 


