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I hope that when any of us look back on our lives we have some 
strong highlights in our ‘show reels’. For many people I suspect  
their personal show reel will include wedding days, the birth of 
children and the various anniversaries that mark out a life. Like  
most people I’ve experienced my fair share of ups and downs.  
One definite highlight was being ordained ‘deacon’ in 2005. It  
was a sweltering day and the culmination of years of ordination 
formation and training. Manchester Cathedral was abuzz with 
people and, in truth, it all went by in a bit of a blur. Nonetheless,  
as I recall it, it was a great day that brought together family and 
friends for a day of rejoicing.

I mention this because by the time you read this, our new Curate 
Alan Simpson will have been ordained deacon. I am delighted that 
he’s going to be with us over the coming years and I trust you’ll all 
welcome him to our fellowship. He, along with Sally, will bring new 
eyes and insights into how we can grow as a community of service 
and love.

Some of you may be wondering what the difference between a 
‘deacon’ and a ‘priest’ is. Well, I’ll leave Alan to give you the  
details! The important thing to remember is that in June 2016  
Alan – supported by a fair few representatives from St Nick’s –  
will be heading back to the Cathedral for his ordination as a priest. 
Being a deacon is not just a temporary thing however. I am – for 
example – both a deacon and priest. The deacon’s ministry is very 
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much focused on service and pastoral care. It is liturgical too, 
emphasizing welcome and peacemaking. At theological college  
we used to joke that every time one of us tidied away the chair  
we were getting in touch with our diaconal ministry!

Ultimately I hope that we at St Nick’s can offer a place of grace 
where Alan can feel welcomed and be the minister God is calling 
him to be. Over the next few years he will need to find the shape  
of his ministry. In some ways that will be shaped by the nature of 
church – for example, after he’s been ordained priest, he’ll preside  
at the Eucharistic table and officiate in all of the things that make 
the church ‘the church’. But within that wider calling he will have  
his own gifts and interests. Alan won’t be here to be my ‘mini-me’. 
He will be here to be Alan Simpson.

One of the things I really hope for over the coming years is the 
ongoing growth in the ministry of all God’s people in this church. 
People have stepped forward into all sorts of roles and I hope this 
process continues. Sally and Alan can inspire us to step forward  
and say, ‘why not me?’ when it comes to the various liturgical and 
church roles in the church. Please don’t be shy in offering yourself  
in service to God. God will be with you. You might be delightfully 
surprised by where it leads!

Rachel x
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Alan Simpson’s first day

Alan will be with us for his first service on Sunday, 5 July 2015.  
A buffet lunch and celebrations will take place after the service. 
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Wandering around the Albuquerque Airport Terminal, after learning 
my flight had been delayed four hours, I heard an announcement:  
“If anyone in the vicinity of Gate A-4 understands any Arabic,  
please come to the gate immediately.” Well— one pauses these 
days. Gate A-4 was my own gate. I went there.

An older woman in full traditional Palestinian embroidered dress, 
just like my grandma wore, was crumpled to the floor, wailing. 
“Help,” said the flight agent. “Talk to her . What is her problem?  
We told her the flight was going to be late and she did this.”

I stooped to put my arm around the woman and spoke haltingly. 
“Shu-dow-a, shu-bid-uck, habibti? Stani schway, min fadlick, shu- 
bit-se-wee?” The minute she heard any words she knew, however 
poorly used, she stopped crying. She thought the flight had been 
cancelled entirely. She needed to be in El Paso for major medical 
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by Naomi Shihab Nye



4

treatment the next day. I said, “No, we’re fine, you’ll get there, just 
late, who is picking you up? Let’s call him.”

We called her son, I spoke with him in English. I told him I would 
stay with his mother till we got on the plane. She talked to him.  
Then we called her other sons just for the fun of it. Then we called 
my dad and he and she spoke for a while in Arabic and found out  
of course they had ten shared friends. Then I thought just for the 
heck of it why not call some Palestinian poets I know and let them 
chat with her? This all took up two hours.

She was laughing a lot by then. Telling about her life, patting my 
knee, answering questions. She had pulled a sack of homemade 
mamool cookies— little powdered sugar crumbly mounds stuffed 
with dates and nuts— from her bag and was offering them to all  
the women at the gate. To my amazement, not a single traveler 
declined one. It was like a sacrament. The traveler from Argentina, 
the mom from California, the lovely woman from Laredo— we were 
all covered with the same powdered sugar. And smiling. There is  
no better cookie.

Then the airline broke out free apple juice and two little girls from 
our flight ran around serving it and they were covered with 
powdered sugar too. And I noticed my new best friend— by now  
we were holding hands— had a potted plant poking out of her  
bag, some medicinal thing, with green furry leaves. Such an old 
country traveling tradition. Always carry a plant. Always stay  
rooted to somewhere.

And I looked around that gate of late and weary ones and thought, 
This is the world I want to live in. The shared world. Not a single 
person in that gate— once the crying of confusion stopped— 
seemed apprehensive about any other person. They took the 
cookies. I wanted to hug all those other women too.

This can still happen anywhere. Not everything is lost.
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Church Rota - july 2015

Warden
8.30am

Warden
10.30am

Altar
Server

Lay 
Assistants

Sidespeople

July 
5th

Jane 
Cawley

Louise 
Holling-
sworth 

Caroline 
Abiodun

Anne H.
Anne T.

Lyn
Ann A.

July 
12th

Grace 
Manley

Alison 
Mills

Jane 
Cawley

Jane C.
Margaret 

Anne T.
Anne H.

July 
19th

Jill 
Lomas

Grace 
Manley

Louise 
Holling-
sworth 

Alison C.
Louise H.

Sybil G.
Caroline A.

July 
26th

Julie 
Crossley

Jill 
Lomas

Brenda 
Maclese

Brenda M.
Cliff S.

Margaret V.
Michael V.
Muriel C.

Church Hall Bookings

Church Hall and Glass Room are available for Hire. 
Details are on our website:

www.St-Nicholas-church.org.uk

For bookings please contact:
 Mrs Caroline Abiodon (0161 431 6535)
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july Calendar

Sunday, July 5th

8.30am
10.30am

Holy Communion (BCP)
Parish Communion & Young 
People’s Church

Monday, July 6th 7.30pm PCC meeting

Tuesday, July 7th 7.30pm Taize

Wednesday, July 8th 10am Eucharist

Sunday, July 12th

8.30am
10.30am

Holy Communion (BCP)
Parish Communion & Young 
People’s Church

Wednesday, July 15th 10am Eucharist

Sunday, July 19th

8.30am
10.30am

Holy Communion (BCP)
Parish Communion & Young 
People’s Church

Wednesday, July 22nd 10am Eucharist

Sunday, July 26th

8.30am
10.30am

Holy Communion (BCP)
Parish Communion & Young 
People’s Church

Wednesday, July 29th 10am Eucharist

If you’d like to write any updates or stories for the church magazine, 
please send them to Rachel at rachel.s.varughese@gmail.com.
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THE ARTIST IN THE WAR, AND THE WAR ARTIST
by David Winter for the parish pump

A few years ago I lived for a while in the beautiful Berkshire village 
of Cookham on the banks of the Thames. In the main street there is 
the Spencer Gallery, commemorating Cookham’s most famous son, 
the artist Sir Stanley Spencer, who died in 1959.

He was (like my own father) a medical orderly in the Great War, 
though in Salonika, not France. In the Second World War he was 
made an official ‘War Artist’. The young Spencer created many 
paintings capturing life at the front in the first of those wars, 
including a striking one entitled ‘The Dressing Station’, showing  
the horse drawn ambulances lining up (as at a modern A&E) to  
hand their patients over to the medics. That, and many other 
powerful evocations of life in the war zones, is part of the  
heritage of the Sandham Memorial Chapel, near Newbury.

The chapel was bought by the Sandham family to commemorate  
a son who was killed in the Great War. They commissioned Spencer 
to create a visionary array of murals capturing the life of the 
ordinary soldier (and his officers) to ‘commemorate the forgotten 
dead’. Visitors might notice (though I had to be told to look out for 
it) that amongst them all there is not a single weapon. These are 
men facing danger together, washing their clothes, cleaning their 
equipment and caring for the wounded – but not actually handling  
a gun or firing a shot. At the east end of the chapel is a main ‘altar-
piece’, showing the risen Christ in the distance but all around him 
the resurrection of the soldiers who have been slain.

Resurrection was a great theme of Spencer’s work. His most famous 
painting, ‘Resurrection in Cookham Churchyard’, shows parishioners 
emerging from their graves, to be welcomed by the figure of Jesus, 
standing in the porch of the church. Much of his best work reflected 
the life and people of Cookham, often acting out a biblical scene. 
The exceptions are his war paintings from both conflicts. Like many 
people who lived through the two World Wars, they were defining 
events in his life.

There are older people in Cookham today who remember him, a 
somewhat eccentric figure wheeling his pram converted into a 
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Funeral plans: Advice free of charge

We have received some information from QSA, Quakers Social 
Action, a charity based in London. QSA will help with free and 
confidential advice and support for funeral plans. The QSA team  
will help people on low incomes to plan for a funeral and avoid  
debt and stress. Leaflets are available on the table in the church 
foyer, or on the book case near the hall. QSA contact number is 
0208.983.5055; their service is available during office hours, 
Monday-Friday.

portable art station, complete with easel and paints, as he toured 
the area in search of suitable subjects. He made much of his living  
as a fine portrait painter, but his great reputation rests on a remark-
able range of paintings in a modern style which capture forever the 
spirit of an age that is now past.

The Cookham Gallery is open at weekends and bank holidays. 
‘Resurrection in Cookham Churchyard’ is in the Tate Gallery, London. 
The Sandham Memorial Chapel is operated by the National Trust. 
Visitors must pre-book (it only holds 25 people) – phone 01635 
278394. You could combine a visit with one to Highclere Castle 
nearby (alias Downton Abbey!).
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God can use everything we give him

The story is told of a man in charge of building a great church, who 
was pestered by an apprentice who wanted to design the glass for 
one of the windows. Finally, he agreed that the apprentice should  
be given one very small window. BUT – the apprentice would have 
to provide all the materials himself.

Undaunted, the apprentice carefully swept up all the stray bits of 
coloured glass that had been discarded, and set to work. Slowly,  
and with great care, he pieced together a window of rare beauty. 
When the church was finally opened, many people stopped to  
stare in wonder at his small, but so beautiful, iridescent window.

Our lives can be like that - no matter how small we may feel, or  
that we have only scraps to offer to God, He can still help us to use 
every bit of time and energy and love we do have, to build a life  
that is beautiful, and which will reflect the glory of God to others.

Organisations

THE MAKER’S CLUB (SUNDAY SCHOOL)
Mrs. Margaret Witty (0161 432 2933) 
For all children aged 3 years upwards in the Vestry at 10.15 a.m.

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP
Chairman: Mrs Ann Holmes (0161 434 2245) 
Second and Fourth Wednesdays at 2.30 p.m.

CONFIRMATION CLASSES 
For young people and adults by arrangement with the Minister. 

RAINBOWS
For girls aged 5 to 7 years.
Wednesday evening, 6 pm to 7 pm, in the church hall. 
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Adam’s sponsored bike ride for Liam Varughese

Adam is doing a sponsored bike ride to help raise money for Liam 
Varughese’s cancer treatment. Please come support him on Sunday, 
5th July at 1pm in Thornfield Park! 

To sponsor Adam, please speak with one of the church wardens,  
or Rachel Varughese or Sam Travis. 

For updates on Liam’s condition, visit the website: 
www.facebook.com/LiftUpLiam

“I wish it need not have happened in my time,” said Frodo.

“So do I,” said Gandalf, “and so do all who live to  

see such times. But that is not for them to decide.  

All we have to decide is what to do with the time  

that is given us.”



Sunday Services
8.30 a.m Eucharist (BCP)
10.30 a.m. Family Service and 
Eucharist

Minister
Rev’d Rachel Mann 
(0161 432 7009)

Organists 
Vacancy

Churchwardens
Mrs. Alison Mills 
(01625 540376)
(07932 071977)
Ms. Jane Cawley 
(07745392374)

Assistant Wardens
Mr. Fred Murphy 
Mrs. Jill Lomas 
Mrs. Grace Manley
Mrs. Julie Crossley
Mrs. Louise Hollingsworth

Hon. Treasurer. 
Mrs. Caroline Abiodun

Minutes Secretary
Mrs. Ann Ackerman

Electoral Roll Officer 
Mrs. Lyn Rimmer

Deanery Synod
Mrs. Grace Manley 
Mrs. Christine Price

Elected on PC 
(in addition to the above officers)
Mrs. Alison Cullen
Mrs. Margaret Witty
Mr. Tony Witty.
Mr. David Crossley (ex-officio)

Magazine Distribution 
Mrs. Brenda Maclese

Missionary Secretary
Mrs. Margaret Vessey

The Parish Church 
of St Nicholas 
Burnage

www.st-nicholas-church.org.uk 
St.Nicholas Church, Kingsway, Manchester M19 1PL 


