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With much help and support, I seem to have made it to  
the end of my first academic year at St Mellitus and we are  
rapidly approaching the end of my first year as an ordinand. 
Though it must be said, with two essays still to be written and 
deadlines still to be met there is a real risk of feeling like the 
end of one year is simply the beginning of the next. I do hope 
to be able to preserve some of a summer break and so I will  
be stepping back for much of the summer to recharge for  
the year to come.

It has been a year of much change. I have learned a lot, 
laughed a lot and made some incredible new friends. It has 
been my great pleasure to journey with you all at St Nick’s 
over the past year and I look forward to all the exciting things 
to come. St Nick’s seems particularly filled with life at the 
moment and while it is important to ensure we do not get lost 
in the busyness, Rachel and I often talk with much excitement 
at seeing the ways in which the Holy Spirit is moving within 
our community. It is a privilege to witness and be a part of 
what God is doing in the life of St Nick’s.

I have been immensely grateful for all the support and 
encouragement I have received over this past year. It has  
been incredibly humbling to realise how keen people are to 
support me, both personally and professionally, to not only  
do what is required but to grow and flourish in the ministry  
to which God is calling me. It was never going to be easy  
and at times has been incredibly difficult, but the practical, 
emotional and prayerful support of so many people has been  
a consistent source of encouragement and I cannot thank you 
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enough. Please do continue to pray for me as I move into the 
second year particularly as myself, and those supporting me  
in training, look for ways to ensure I can support Abbie 
through the complex medical situations she faces this  
year while continuing to train.

As ever, I am thankful for the variety of opportunities to  
grow and to learn that have been offered to me. There is  
a real richness in this particular model of training, and 
particularly in its practical outworking for my own training, 
which allows me to experience some of the breadth of the 
Church of England exposing me to different types of people 
and different theological perspectives. This can at times feel 
like I don’t quite fit in some of the contexts I find myself in. 
 
But as time goes on, and I find myself more established and 
more willing and able to question and challenge, I am 
becoming increasingly aware of what a privilege it is to be 
presented with such a broad perspective. Even when I find 
myself in a position of profound disagreement I am doing  
so in the context of community, prayer, and worship. I am 
immensely blessed by being surrounded by gifted teachers 
and theologians, not least in Rachel, who provide me with 
space to reflect and discern what for me is at the heart of  
the Gospel we profess.

It has been a challenging year in many ways but also a year  
of great blessings. I have much to be thankful for. As we look 
towards the year to come, I look forward to getting to know 
our new curate, Alan, and the insights and perspectives he  
will bring as well as continuing to journey with you all in both 
new and familiar ways. I pray that there may be times of  
peace and rest for us all over the summer months and that 
God will be our ever present guide in all that is to come.

Blessings
Sally
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On Sunday 5th July, I had the privilege of joining Adam, a member 
of St Nick’s Maker’s Club, on his sponsored cycle ride to raise money 
for my nephew Liam. For those who may not have heard, Liam was 
diagnosed with a rare and aggressive form of cancer in May and has 
been undergoing chemotherapy to try to eradicate the secondary 
tumours in his bones and in preparation for surgery to remove the 
primary cancer on the adrenal gland above his kidney. As Liam’s 
family live in America they will be faced with a substantial bill for 
the 18 months of treatment that is currently planned. Hearing this 
news in the church notices several weeks ago, Adam took it upon 
himself to organise and complete a 90-minute sponsored cycle  
ride in a local park to raise money for Liam’s family. 

I was so impressed by this show of compassion and commitment  
by someone of primary-school-age that I thought the least I could 
do was tag along as Adam’s ‘domestique’: a French term used in 
cycle racing to describe a rider who works for the benefit of his 
team leader. One of the roles of a domestique is to sacrifice his  
bike to the leader should they develop a mechanical problem at a 
crucial point in the race and I feared this would be the case when 
Adam turned up on a bike with neither front nor rear working 
brakes! He explained that he had wanted to get them fixed before 

Adam’s cycle for liam
by sam travis
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the event but the bike shop couldn’t do the repairs in time. Instead 
he had developed his own stopping technique that required him  
to push his footwear down on his front wheel while still in motion 
and having witnessed this for myself I had to admit that he had  
quite the knack (and worn trainers) for it. Nevertheless, we thought 
it wise to enlist the help of our new Curate, Alan (officially inducted 
into post only that day), to bless the bike, giving Alan a crucial, 
though just too late, insight of what kind of church he had gotten 
himself involved with. 

I’m happy to report that the blessing had the desired effect and  
the actual ride was much less eventful than the prologue. In glorious 
summer sunshine Adam completed the 90-minute cycle, covering a 
total distance of 11.46 miles and, most incredibly of all, having zero 
crashes. 

So far Adam has raised £377, which is an extraordinary amount, but 
even more extraordinary is the way Liam’s illness is touching lives 
around the world and people like Adam are responding with selfless 
love and solidarity. As Jesus said, “for the kingdom of God belongs 
to such as these” (Mark 10:14).

Follow updates on Liam’s progress online:
www.facebook.com/liftupLiam
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Church Rota - August 2015

Warden
8.30am

Warden
10.30am

Altar
Server

Lay 
Assistants

Sidespeo-
ple

Aug 
2nd

Louise 
Holling-
sworth

 Julie 
Crossley

Peter 
Cullen

Jane C. 
Grace M.

Muriel N.
Val H.

Aug 
9th

Fred 
Murphy

Jane 
Cawley

Louise 
Holling-
sworth 

Louise H.
Jill L. 

Brenda M.
Colin M.
Alison C.

Aug 
16th

Alison 
Mills

Jill 
Lomas

Brenda 
Maclese

Brenda M.
Cliff S.

Lyn R.
Ann A.

Aug 
23rd

Jane 
Cawley

Alison 
Mills

Caroline 
Abiodun

Julie C. 
Margaret V

Anne T.
Ann H.

Aug
30th

Grace 
Manley

Louise 
Holling-
sworth

Jane 
Cawley

Anne T.
Lyn R.

Sybil G.
Caroline A

parish registers - from june 2015

Date Attendance Cash Envelopes

7th 50 £20.00 £361.50

14th 49 £10.45 £334.70

21st 49 £20.55 £352.00

28th 46 £13.00 £303.30

Total                                      £64.00 £1,651.50

St.Nicholas Club  
1st Prize: 26 Brenda Maclese
2nd Prize: 8 Bevan Taylor

St Nicholas Club
The new season for the St Nicholas Club starts in September. The 
subscription is £12.50 per year. Winners are drawn each month. 
1st prize: £25 & 2nd Prize: £15
Application forms are enclosed with your magazine. You can apply 
for as many subscriptions as you like. Extra forms are available in 
the church entrance. -Fred Murphy 
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august Calendar

Sunday, August 2nd

8.30am
10.30am

Holy Communion (BCP)
Parish Communion & Young 
People’s Church

Tuesday, August 4th 7.30pm Taize

Wednesday, August 5th 10am Eucharist

Sunday, August 9th

8.30am
10.30am

Holy Communion (BCP)
Parish Communion & Young 
People’s Church

Wednesday, 
August 12th

10am Eucharist

Sunday, August 16th

8.30am
10.30am

Holy Communion (BCP)
Parish Communion & Young 
People’s Church

Wednesday, 
August 19th

10am Eucharist

Sunday, August 23rd

8.30am
10.30am

Holy Communion (BCP)
Parish Communion & Young 
People’s Church

Wednesday, 
August 26th

10am Eucharist

Sunday, August 30th
8.30am
10.30am

Holy Communion (BCP)
Parish Communion & Young 
People’s Church
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Traidcraft has placed editorial in tthe church press with a simple 
message – we’re telling the Church and the wider community that 
we urgently need help. We need your help because the world’s 
poorest small-scale farmers, struggling to feed and support their 
families, need our help.

Sound like a familiar plea? It’s the same message as when we first 
started our mission over 35 years ago –  to practically apply the love 
and justice which lies at the heart of Christian faith to international 
trade, and so give the world’s poorest farmers the opportunity to 
trade fairly and thrive. 

There are two general misconceptions.  The first is that the Fairtrade 
battle is won. Chocolate, tea, coffee and many more products with 
the now familiar Fairtrade Mark are stacked high on our supermarket 
shelves. Something Traidcraft and our supporters can be proud to 
have helped bring about. However, it is a myth that the job is done.  
Unfortunately, injustice in trade and its resultant poverty is as much 
of a scandal now as it was 35 years ago, and right now we’re still 
doing everything we can to tackle it  directly.

The second misconception is that Traidcraft and Fairtrade are the 
same. They are not. Traidcraft is an independent trading company, 
with a linked development charity. We do not benefit from the  
sales of Fairtrade products in the supermarkets. Traidcraft trades 
with and supports the most vulnerable farmers and artisans (who 
could not cope with the demands or scale required by big business 
or the supermarkets.) We pioneer to bring new commodities into 
the fair trade arena. Our linked development charity runs projects 
developing peoples’ potential to trade their own way out of poverty 
in their own countries; and we lobby big business and government 
for fundamental changes to the way trade works so that it benefits 
the poor. We believe this is the ‘best of fair trade’.

But we urgently need help to keep doing it because despite  
the growth of total Fairtrade sales, we’ve seen Traidcraft sales 
significantly decline. Why? People are buying Fairtrade products 
from the supermarket and not from Traidcraft or its supporters. This 
means our original pioneering mission is now under serious threat. 

letter from traidcraft
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Our plea is simple...
• Ensure there’s a Traidcraft Fair Trader in your church,  

offer them as much support as possible and buy Traidcraft 
products through them.

• Don’t just serve refreshments with the Fairtrade Mark on,  
make sure they’re from Traidcraft.

• Watch out for our Autumn “Show you care” campaign  
and place whole church orders at Christmas time.

We hope our approach galvanises support. That’s really all we’re 
asking; for support. Together, we will continue to make trade fairer 
for the world’s poorest producers who still desperately need our 
help. If you already have a Traidcraft Fair Trader in your church 
please speak to them to see how you can help. For more information 
on how you can support us, visit: www.traidcraft.co.uk/churchaction.

Thank you for your ongoing love and support and please keep us, 
and those we strive to help, in your prayers.

Yours faithfully, 
Andy Biggs
Chief Executive of Traidcraft

Church Hall Bookings

Church Hall and Glass Room are available for Hire. 
Details are on our website:

www.St-Nicholas-church.org.uk

For bookings please contact:
 Mrs Caroline Abiodon (0161 431 6535)
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I’m Fine

There’s nothing whatever the matter with me,
I’m just as healthy as I can be.
I have arthritis in both my knees
And when I talk it’s a wheeze.
My pulse is weak, my blood is thin, 
But I’m awfully well for the shape I’m in.

I think my liver is out of whack
And a terrible pain is in my back.
My hearing’s poor, my eyesight dim.
Most everything seems to be out of trim.
My doctor says my days are few
For every weak there’s something new.

The way I stagger is just a crime,
I’m likely to drop at any time.
I jump like mad at the drop of a pin. 
But I’m awfully well for the shape I’m in.
My teeth will eventually have to come out,
And my diet, I hate to think about.
I’m overweight and I can’t get thin.
My appetite’s such that it’s bound to win.
But I’m awfully well for the shape I’m in.

Arch supports I have for my feet 
Or I wouldn’t be able to go on the street.
Sleep is denied me every night
And every morning I’m a sight.
My memory’s failing, my head’s in a spin,
But I’m awfully well for the shape I’m in.
The moral is, as this tale we unfold,
That for you and me who are growing old
It’s better to say “I’m Fine” with a grin
Than to let them know the shape we’re in.

Anon
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Organisations

THE MAKER’S CLUB (SUNDAY SCHOOL)
Mrs. Margaret Witty (0161 432 2933) 
For all children aged 3 years upwards in the Vestry at 10.15 a.m.

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP
Chairman: Mrs Ann Holmes (0161 434 2245) 
Second and Fourth Wednesdays at 2.30 p.m.

CONFIRMATION CLASSES 
For young people and adults by arrangement with the Minister. 

RAINBOWS
For girls aged 5 to 7 years.
Wednesday evening, 6 pm to 7 pm, in the church hall. 



Sunday Services
8.30 a.m Eucharist (BCP)
10.30 a.m. Family Service and 
Eucharist

Minister
Rev’d Rachel Mann 
(0161 432 7009)

Organists 
Vacancy

Churchwardens
Mrs. Alison Mills 
(01625 540376)
(07932 071977)
Ms. Jane Cawley 
(07745392374)

Assistant Wardens
Mr. Fred Murphy 
Mrs. Jill Lomas 
Mrs. Grace Manley
Mrs. Julie Crossley
Mrs. Louise Hollingsworth

Hon. Treasurer. 
Mrs. Caroline Abiodun

Minutes Secretary
Mrs. Ann Ackerman

Electoral Roll Officer 
Mrs. Lyn Rimmer

Deanery Synod
Mrs. Grace Manley 
Mrs. Christine Price

Elected on PC 
(in addition to the above officers)
Mrs. Alison Cullen
Mrs. Margaret Witty
Mr. Tony Witty.
Mr. David Crossley (ex-officio)

Magazine Distribution 
Mrs. Brenda Maclese

Missionary Secretary
Mrs. Margaret Vessey

The Parish Church 
of St Nicholas 
Burnage

www.st-nicholas-church.org.uk 
St.Nicholas Church, Kingsway, Manchester M19 1PL 


