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Church Diary  October  2013 
Date Time Event 

Tuesday 1st 7.30pm Taize Evening Prayer 

Wednesday 2nd   10.00am Eucharist 

Sunday 6th   

8.30 am 

10.30 am. 

Trinity 19 

Holy Communion (BCP) 

Parish Communion & Young People's Church 

Wednesday 9th 10.00am  
2.30pm 

Eucharist   
Women’s Fellowship, Open afternoon 
Experiences of Rwanda: Emily Crossley 

Saturday 12th   10.00am 

To 3.00pm 

Quite Day  

 

Sunday 13th   

8.30 am. 

10.30 am. 

Trinity 20 

Holy Communion (BCP) 

Parish Communion & Young People’s Church 

Tuesday 15th 7.30pm Deanery Pastoral Committee 

Wednesday 16th     10.00am Eucharist 

Sunday 20th   

8.30 am. 

10.30 am. 

Trinity 21 

Holy Communion (BCP) 

Parish Communion & Young People's Church 

Wednesday 23rd 10.00am 

2.30pm 

 

7.30pm 

Eucharist 

Women’s Fellowship ‘The Workhouse’ 

Mr.K.Dromfield 

Meeting at St.Chad’s church for PCC  

with Alison Peacock 

Saturday 26th 10.30am Women’s Fellowship Coffee Morning 

Sunday 27th   

8.30 am. 

10.30 am. 

Trinity 22 

Holy Communion (BCP) 

Parish Communion & Young People's Church 
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Rector’s Letter 

L iving, as I do, next to a main 
road, I’m constantly 

reminded of how noisy the 
modern world can be. Despite 
having some seriously good 
double glazing, it’s very hard to 
prevent the traffic noise 
intruding into the rectory. My 
recent week at my brother’s 
house in rural Bedfordshire made 
me realize something else: I’d 
forgotten how beautiful bird 
song can be. Living in a city is 
amazing and inspiring, but the 
constant alarms, sirens and 
traffic can be wearing, especially 
when one is trying to sleep at 
night. Oh for a bit of peace and 
quiet I sometimes think! 
 
Silence and stillness come in 
many varieties. There is that 
terrible kind of silence often 
forced on the victims of abuse 
and violence by their 
persecutors. There is also the 
social and cultural silence, 
sometimes known as ‘taboo’, 
which stops people in church and 
wider society from openly 
discussing important, sometimes 
crucial, things. Neither of these 
things is attractive or acceptable. 

There is also the difficult silence 
experienced by those who, 
through no choice of their own, 
spend a lot of time alone. But 
there are also beautiful and 
powerful kinds of silence and 
stillness. And often we need 
them to help us pay attention to 
God. 
 
On October 12th between 10am 
& 3pm we shall be holding a 
Quiet Day in church. Our 
placement student, Janette 
Young, has very kindly offered to 
step forward to lead it and I do 
hope as many of you as possible 
will consider joining us. If you are 
unable to be with us for the 
whole day you can come for the 
morning or the afternoon.  
 
Some of you may be thinking, 
‘Ooh, a whole day of silence and 
quiet sounds very scary.’ 
Certainly, for those of us who are 
garrulous (like me) the thought 
of keeping our mouths shut for 
long periods of time can feel 
intimidating. However, within a 
few minutes of letting go, silence 
can begin to feel very natural. 
Indeed, I can think of times when 
I’ve been in such deep silence 
that the thought of speaking can 
feel almost painful. These times 
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Janette Young, our ordinand on placement 
with us, writes: 

 
Don’t you just dread it when someone asks, ‘Tell us about yourself’? It’s 
always hard to know where to start, but here goes. 
 
I come from Offerton originally. I moved to Reddish when I was 11 and 
spent my youth and half my married life (to Alan) in Reddish, only mov-
ing to Denton in the late 1990's.  We have no children, and are currently 
between cats, as sadly Jessipuss had to be put to sleep two years ago, 
although we do have a stray that seems to have adopted us! 
 

most normally arise when one is seeking to listen to God – to be mindful 
of what she is saying to us. This is the kind of silence that is full of 
possibility and hope and promise. 
 
When Mother Theresa was once asked what her prayer consisted of, 
she reputedly replied, ‘Well, I try to listen to God and he listens to me.’ 
Famously, Mother Theresa is on record as saying how much she 
struggled with prayer and how barren her prayer life often felt. Yet, her 
statement about listening is very revealing. Silence and stillness can help 
us – even if it feels unnatural – by opening up space to listen to God. I 
genuinely believe God listens, but so often it can feel like a one-way 
thing, with us wittering on. Elijah hears the still, small voice of God on 
the mountain, when at his lowest ebb, and there is an important 
message to us about God here. God does not impose on us. There is a 
generosity in God – we have to make space to hear her voice. 
 
So, dare to take a risk. So many of us have absurdly busy lives. Maybe 
it’s time to stop and listen and make some space for God. 
 

Rachel x 
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So how do I spend my spare time? I like to make cards and I'm trying to 
learn how to play the keyboard (not very successfully should I say - but I 
keep at it) and have tried my hand again at baking (very useful for 
church fairs I believe). I have been a Chaplaincy volunteer at MRI, but 
I’ve put that on hold due to ordination training. Most of my spare time 
is spent poring over books and writing essays whilst juggling home and 
church life. It definitely seems much harder when you get older!  
 
During my church life at St Mary’s Reddish and before that at St 
George’s Dane Bank Denton I have been involved in all aspects of Chil-
dren's ministry, including Sunday School and as a Holiday Club leader 
(where I always seemed to be in charge of crafts, amongst other things). 
I also started up a puppet ministry, called Joyful Hands and originally we 
did have a small group of children who were puppeteers. As they inevi-
tably moved on it left a team of 1! I’ve been a church treasurer, Sacris-
tan, Lay assistant and also been involved in the church magazine and 
new enquirer courses etc. I suppose you would say I’ve had a good 
grounding in church life! 
 
The seed to explore how God may be working in my life was planted a 
few years ago, and I prayerfully and heart searchingly wrestled with a 
call to ministry. With the encouragement and support of the congrega-
tion at St. Mary’s, I began my long journey of discernment. This saw me 
start training for ministry in 2011. As part of the training I have to do 
placements in order to experience the multi-faceted and complex tasks 
that being a Minister involves, and in different church traditions and 
settings, my last placement being at St. John the Baptist in Heaton Mer-
sey. Although I have met most of you already, I know that I am going to 
enjoy spending my time with you all and working with Rachel (R - you 
can pay me later for that one!) in the coming weeks. 
 

Yours in Christ, 
 

Janette 
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The Parish Church of St. Nicholas Burnage 

was part of the Didsbury Heritage week 

end for the first time.  The doors of the 

church were open over the week end for 

members of the public to have a look 

around the church and hall. 

The church decided to use this week end 

to hold a number of events which would support the heritage week end, but 

also to continue to celebrate the 80th anniversary of the church.  

Events held over the week end  

The week end started with a traditional St Nicholas coffee morning.  

Refreshments were served in the church hall whilst a number of people looked 

around the building many of which for the first time .It was amazing that over 

90 people entered the church to have a look around, observe and learn more 

about the building or simply popped  in for a cup of tea or coffee. The coffee 

morning raised approximately £153 for church funds. 

Many people were very interested in the details of the building work and had 

the opportunity to speak with Bevan Taylor and Fred Murphy who  provided a 

full set of photographs the of various stages of the refurbishment   of the 

church.  Other members of the public wanted to retrace memories of when 

they, friends or family members had been married or 

christened at the church many years ago. 

Concert by Burnage Community Choir  

St Nicholas is the home of Burnage Community Choir.  The 

choir now celebrating its second birthday has a number of 

members from the church but the majority are people from the local 

community and some from a little further afield who  come along each 

Thursday to rehearse and enjoy singing .  The concert included a number of 

songs by ABBA, musical theatre, gospel and religious music  with special solos 

from Rachel our very own rector, Ollie Mills the Choirmaster and special guests 

Naomi Clark and Jamie Rahman.  It was a delight to welcome back Naomi and 
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Jamie to perform following their performances in St. Nick’s production of 

“Jesus Christ Superstar”. In April 2013. 

If anyone is interested in joining the choir please come along on a Thursday 

7.00 pm in the church Ollie and the choir would welcome any new members. 

The Concert was a lovely evening  followed by refreshments  with the choir. 

The concert was another successful event with an audience of over 90 people. 

It raised £320 for funds.  In addition the choir raised £80 with a raffle for their 

chosen charity, the District Nurses Palliative Care equipment fund.  

Songs of Praise    

The Sunday service was St Nicholas very own “Songs of Praise”.  Members of 

the congregation had been asked to nominate their favourite hymns and the 

most popular ones were chosen to be sung during the service. 

Rachel interviewed 2 members of the congregation for each hymn .It was 

interesting to understand why they had chosen the hymns. Many of the hymns 

had fond memories of a loved one, family member or friend. Others chose the 

hymn due to the words, tune or simply they liked it .It was also lovely to have 

more new friends joining the congregation for this special service. 

Open Afternoon 

The weekend finished with the church continuing to be open to the public until 

4.00pm. The church welcomed more visitors and it was amazing to have 

registered over 294 visitors into the building over the week end. 

Julie Crossley 

 
Saturday 26th October  

10.30 to 12noon. 

Gifts, café, cakes, 

Everyone is most welcome. 
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Sally Robinson writes... 

I’m Sally; I’m a would-be ordinand on placement with you until mid-

January. Thank you for the warm welcome you have extended to me al-

ready, I look forward to getting to know you all better. I am exploring the 

possibility of being ordained and trying to discern God’s call on my life 

and what that might mean.   

 I come to you from St Luke’s in Heywood, where I have been for as long 

as I can remember. St Luke’s is also a grade II* listed building so I have 

some experience of the challenges, and some benefits, that come with 

that. I have been on the PCC since I was 16 and this is my 3rd year as 

Churchwarden there. I have also been involved in Sunday School espe-

cially in recent years since my daughter Abbie was born in 2008.  

You will no doubt meet Abbie at some point in the coming months. She 

is very cute but don’t be fooled, she is cheeky too.  Abbie was born with 

a genetic disorder called 1p36 deletion syndrome (don’t worry the doc-

tors first response is usually what’s that?). She uses a wheelchair and has 

variety of medical and developmental issues, but it’s never stopped her 

from living life to the full. 

It was suggested that it would be beneficial for me to go on a placement 

to find out what it is like to be part of the Church of England in a differ-

ent place and context. I am very grateful to your selves and to Rachel for 

allowing me to come on placement here. I look forward to learning from 

you what it means to be St Nicholas’. I am appreciative of the challenge 

and will take as many opportunities as possible to learn and grow while I 

am here. I hope I will also be able to contribute in some way to the work 

God is doing in this place. 

Yours, Sally.  
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St.Nicholas Club 2013/14  

September is renewal month for St.Nicholas 

Club membership. A renewal form is enclosed 

with your magazine. Please invite family, friends, 

neighbours to become members. One payment 

of £12.50 gives you a chance to win one of two 

monthly prizes to the value of £25 & £15. Please 

sign and return completed form to the wardens. 

This club raises money for church funds to 

maintain our building. Thank You. 

Saturday 26th October 

Rachel’s Quiz Night 

With Fish Supper. 

Tickets on sale from Rachel 

and Wardens.  
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Church Duty Rota (October 2013) 
Date Warden 

8.30 a.m. 

Warden 

10.30 a.m. 

Alter 

Server 

Lay  

Assistants 

SidesPeople 

1 Fred  

Murphy 

Jill Lomas Brenda 

Maclese 

 

Brenda Maclese 

Cliff Stockton 

Muriel Nicol 

Amy Haygarth 

Val Hagan 

8 Fred 

 Murphy 

Jane Cawley Emily Crossley Julie Crossley 

Alison Mills 

Brenda Maclese 

Grace Manley 

Lucy Males 

15 Fred  

Murphy 

Alison Mills Claire  

Lancaster 

Louise  

Hollingsworth 

Grace Manley 

Julie Crossley 

Cass Williamson 

Sue Morris 

22 Fred  

Murphy 

Jill Lomas Caroline  

Abiodon 

 

Jane Cawley 

Margaret  

Vessey 

Anne Tudor 

Anne Holmes 

Elaine Johnson 

Parish Registers (August 2013) 

Week  Ending Communicants Cash Envelopes 

4th 40 6.40 329.50 

11th 39 43.55 289.00 

18th 39 24.00 445.00 

25th 34 5.50 273.50 

  Total  1337.00 

Late…... 
 
Sidesman to timid parishioner: Why are you late? 
 
Timid parishioner: Church started before I got here. 
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The Maker’s Club (Sunday School) 

Mrs. Margaret Witty (0161 432 2933) 

For all children aged 3 years upwards in the 

Vestry at 10.15 a.m. 

Women’s Fellowship 

Chairman: Mrs Ann Holmes (0161 434 2245 

Second and Fourth Wednesdays at 2.30 p.m. 

Church Lads’ & Church Girls’ Brigade 

Mrs. Margaret Witty (0161 432 2933) 

Every Friday in St. Nicholas Church Halls  

Martins (5-6 years) 6.30—7.30 p.m. 

The “Y” Team (7-9 years) 6.30—7.30 p.m. 

JTC (10-12 years) 7.30—8.45 p.m. 

Organisations 

Church Prize Draws 
St Nicholas Club Draw—drawn Sunday  4th August 

1st Prize: 33 Louisa Barry    2nd Prize : 22 Olive Huddart 

August PCC Raffle raised £37.00 for church funds. 

Confirmation Classes For young people and 

adults by arrangement with the Minister. 

Did I mean what I just said?.... 
 
The following are genuine notes left for milkmen. You know what they mean, but...?! 
 
~ Dear Milkman: I’ve just had a baby, please leave another one. 
 
~ Cancel one pint after the day after today. 
 
~ Please don’t leave any more milk. All they do is drink it. 
 
~ Please close the gate behind you because the birds keep pecking the tops of the milk. 
 
~ Please cancel the milk. I have nothing coming into the house except two sons on the 
dole. 
 
~ Please bring me a form about cheap milk, as my boyfriend has made me stagnant. 
 
~ Please do not leave milk at no. 14 as he is dead until further notice. 
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The Parish Church of St Nicholas  Burnage 

Sunday Services  

8.30 a.m 

10.30 a.m. 

Eucharist (BCP) 

Family Service and Eucharist 

For Saints and other weekday Services, please see the Diary page inside the magazine. 

Holy Baptism on 3rd Sunday of each month at 10.30 a.m. 

Holy Communion is take to the housebound by arrangement with  the Minister. 

Minister Rev’d Rachel Mann 

0161 432 7009 

Organist Vacancy 

Churchwardens Mrs. Jill Lomas (0161 432 5426) 

Mrs. Alison Mills 01625 540376 

Mobile : 07932 071977 

Assistant Wardens Mr. Fred Murphy 

Ms Jane Cawley 

Hon. Treasurer. Mrs. Elaine Jess 

Minutes Secretary Mrs. Ann Ackerman 

Electoral Roll Officer  Mrs Lyn Rimmer 

Deanery Synod Mrs. Grace Manley 

Ms. Jane Cawley 

Elected on PC Mr. Fred Murphy, Ms. Jane Cawley, 

Mrs. Ann Ackerman, Mrs. Elaine Jess, 

Mrs. Julie Crossley, Mrs. Alison Cullen, 

Mrs. Sue Morris, Mrs. Christine Price, 

Mrs. Lyn Rimmer, Mrs. Margaret Witty, 

Mr. Michael Vessey,  

Mr. Tony Witty. 

Magazine Distribution Mrs. Brenda Maclese 

Missionary Secretary Mrs. Margaret Vessey 

St. Nicholas Church Website www.st-nicholas-church.org.uk 


