
OPENING & CLOSING RESPONSES FOR ‘ST NICK’S ON SUNDAY’ 
JANUARY 2021 
 
Opening Responses 
 
LEADER:  Grace, mercy and peace 
  from God our Father 
  and the Lord Jesus Christ 
  be with you. 
ALL:  And also with you. 
 
LEADER:  This is the day that the Lord has made 
ALL:  Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
 
Informal Welcome 
 
LEADER: We have come together in the name of Christ 
  to offer our praise and thanksgiving, 
  to hear and receive God’s holy word, 
  to pray for the needs of the world, 
  and to seek the forgiveness of our sins, 
  that by the power of the Holy Spirit 
  we may give ourselves to the service of God. 
 
CONFESSION 
 
LEADER: Jesus says, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close at 

hand.’ 
So let us turn away from our sin and turn to Christ, 

  confessing our sins in penitence and faith. 
 
ALL:  Lord God, 
  we have sinned against you; 

  we have done evil in your sight. 
  We are sorry and repent. 
  Have mercy on us according to your love. 
  Wash away our wrongdoing and cleanse us from our sin. 
  Renew a right spirit within us 
  and restore us to the joy of your salvation; 
  through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
LEADER: May the Father of all mercies, 
  cleanse us from our sins 
  and restore us in his image 
  to the praise and glory of his name, 
  through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
LEADER: The night has passed, and the day lies open before us; 
  let us pray with one heart and mind. 
 
  Silence is kept 
 
  As we rejoice in the gift of this new day, 
  so may the light of your presence, O God, 
  set our hearts on fire with love for you; 
  now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Closing Responses 
 
LEADER: The Lord bless us, and preserve us from all evil, 
  and keep us in eternal life. Amen 
 
ALL:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
  and the love of God, 
  and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 
  be with us all evermore. Amen. 


