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Rachel Writes 
 
 

We all have our favourite words and phrases. One of my favourite 
phrases, picked up from a close friend at theological college, is 
‘one of God’s more bewildered children’. She and I would often 
deploy it when a world leader or national figure had done 
something ridiculous or stupid again. ‘Oh, he’s just one of God’s 
more bewildered children,’ one of us would say. Now that phrase 
has come back to haunt me. I may not be a world leader, but one 
of the things that the events of recent months have taught me is 
that, I too, am one of God’s more bewildered children! 
 
I think, if we’re all honest, none of us has especially thrived in 

the shadow of the pandemic. We have survived and coped, but not – as the popular phrase 
has it – ‘lived our best life’. Indeed, I read recently that Michelle Obama, the former US 
First Lady whom many of us admire, has said that since lockdown she has lived with ‘low 
level depression’. I have been left feeling, by turns, bewildered and exhausted. One of the 
factors that has added to this sense of disorientation is that I can’t quite see when the 
disruptions are going to come to an end. Each of us just have to get on and deal with each 
day’s challenges as best we can. 
 
I say all this because I, like very many, had imagined that come September there would be 
a high degree of normality again. As I write this, Manchester continues to be held in a 
heightened state of lockdown. By the time you read this, I hope that this phase of lockdown 
will have significantly eased. However, even if that is the case, we shall be very far from 
how things were back in February 2020. It’s going to be an odder and more disrupted 
September and October than many of us could have imagined. 
 
It is certainly bewildering to consider just how much our lives have changed in a short period 
of time. As I write, St Nick’s is once again using its building for worship and prayer. This is 
something over which I rejoice. However, if my ‘Feb 2020 self’ was sent into the present to 
look at how we now offer worship I think she’d be shocked and stunned. I could not have 
imagined a world where we all wear masks, don’t sing etc! 
 
So, how are we going to face this autumn? Well, I think we should be prepared for a fair few 
ups and downs yet. I can’t imagine that St Nick’s or any other community in the UK or around 
the world is out of the woods. I think we need to prepare ourselves for more stress, change 
and bewilderment. I’m sorry if that seems negative. However, I think I’d be failing to lead 
if I presented too rosy a picture. It’s going to be challenging and, in all sorts of ways, we 
shall have to adapt to a new normal.  
 
However, here’s the good news … we do not face the autumn bereft or lacking comfort or 
hope. Firstly, we have each other. Please don’t underestimate the power and beauty of a 
loving, faithful community. One of the most extraordinary things about St Nick’s is its 
capacity to work as a community of love, with porous borders and welcoming edges. 
Whatever comes along, as I’ve often said, ‘We are St Nick’s, we can face it.’ One of the 
things I’m sure about is that what we now face in Manchester and the UK is a little more 
congruent with the conditions which the vast majority of people around the world face all 
the time. In this encounter with precariousness I hope we discover a greater degree of 
solidarity with others, rather than less. 
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Secondly, all of this is underpinned by the Living God. The great 20th century theologian, 
Paul Tillich, talked of God as the ‘ground of our being’. Insofar as he is correct, we should 
remind ourselves that that ‘ground’ is alive with possibility, hope and, most of all, love. We 
cannot always see it, but the whole universe is shot through with God’s call to the fullness 
of life. God waits for us in the precariousness of life and this is profoundly encouraging. 
 
To believe in the God who is found in precariousness and limit does not make everything 
easy, but it should encourage us to come back to what really matters. Ultimately, I believe 
that human beings are made in the image of God and called into the likeness of Christ. That 
means that we are called to model the generosity of God’s sacrificial and passionate love. 
Therefore, we can be face the travails of the world with hope for we seek to bring it ever 
more into the life of the Kingdom. That is work which goes on, pandemic or no pandemic, 
and God will provide. 

Rachel x 
 

The Prayer Garden 
 

It’s now ten months since I joined the wonderful St 
Nicholas congregation, with a large proportion of 
that time being overshadowed by Covid. Indeed, 
everyone’s life has been overshadowed by Covid.  
 
When our church building reopened, many of us 
gathered outside to reconnect with people we had 
not seen in months. Although it was wonderful to 
gather together in the glorious sunshine, I noticed 
we were spaced across the vast carpark and we 
really had nowhere simply to ‘be’. We are spoilt for 
space indoors and it never occurred to me until that 
day that some outdoor space would be good too.  
 
Looking around, I noticed a rather overgrown corner 
in the carpark and instantly saw what it could be – 
what it will be - our Prayer Garden.  
 
For more than a month I have been clearing the 
corner and have the scratches to prove it. On 
Saturday a small yet perfectly formed merry band of 

troops came along and helped me do the final clearance in readiness for the fun bit to start. 
The brambles were thick and the mix of rubbish ranging from beer cans, party plates, bricks 
and scaffolding planks greeted me as I started to clear the area. I could however see exactly 
what it could look like. 
 
After so many visits by myself with just music and a boot-full of gardening tools (except a 
rake), it was wonderful to be able to share the excitement of this small corner turning into 
something for everyone to share. I must admit I however feel a little traumatised and do 
hope I never see another thorny bramble again in my life-time... 
 
As I am very much a visual person, the design is in my head, well in my minds-eye. The front 
will be lined with tyre planters and a path will mark out a cross in the space. A bench will 
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sit at the top and bottom of the gravel laid cross and tyres will edge the area where it falls 
into a ditch. The small bank which goes down to the ditch will be planted up but I don’t 
expect an awful lot to happen until spring next year and it’s also where I hope to plant bulbs 
and wild flowers so we can encourage as much wildlife as possible. I’m confident the Robin 
who visits me each time I am there, will approve of the increase in insects. In readiness for 
the darker days I’m going to feed solar lights into the tyre planters so we can appreciate it 
even in the dark and sparkly lights are always a crowd pleaser.  
 
My aim is to utilise as much as possible from bits people are throwing away or are clearing 
out and gifting. So, I’ve managed to find an endless supply of tyres from a garage which will 
be used as planters (once painted), roof tiles that will be edging for the path, large tomato 
tins from a pizzeria will be created into bug houses, gravel for the ditch and an ever growing 
number of plants from a number of generous folk. A local chap read a plea I posted online 
for ‘bits’ and was kind enough to 
lend me a rotavator and other 
electric garden equipment to 
make the job a little less arduous. 
It’s times like these that you 
realise what a lovely community 
you live in.  
 
While it would be wonderful to 
upcycle everything for the garden, 
it’s not realistic.  A few things will 
need to come in as new but that’s 
ok as a majority of the materials 
will be upcycled. The benches, 
gravel, weed suppressant, paint 
and solar lights will hopefully be 
the only thing I have to buy for our 
lovely project. But do you know 
something? The problem with 
doing one project and then 
finishing it, is that you look around 
and start rubbing your hands about 
another idea...  
 
I look forward to providing you 
with a further update in the next 
Magazine.  
 
Storm Janeway 
 

 

 
What is the origin of evil spirits?  

 
Halloween is the month of ghosts and witches and evil spirits. Have you ever wondered 
where evil spirits come from, and how we are to view the unseen world of evil and occultism? 
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The Bible tells us that evil spirits come from the created angelic order. They were not 
created as evil beings, for all of God’s creation was good (Genesis 3:1). The Bible tells us 
that a number of angels, headed by Satan, or Lucifer, rebelled against God’s authority and 
fell (Isaiah 14:12-15; Ezekiel 28:11-19). 

The serpent, Satan, is leader of the fallen angels, and opposes himself to God. But evil and 
good are not co-equal. ‘Dualism’ (belief in the equal and permanent existence of evil 
alongside the good) has no place in the Bible. Unlike goodness, evil has a beginning and will 
have an end. Satan’s final destruction is already assured. (Revelation 12:12; 20:10). 

The world of the occult (from the Latin: occultus, ‘secret’, ‘hidden’) is the intrusion into 
the forbidden territory of superstition, fortune telling, magic and spiritism. Its downfall is 
finally assured through Jesus. His early ministry established a bridgehead against the evil 
unseen world; hence the hostile, and sometimes violent, reaction of the demons. (Mark 
1:23-27; 32-34). 

Jesus had no fear of demons, and nor need the believer. It is important that Christians avoid 
becoming obsessed by the unseen world – to the extent that we become either intimidated, 
or fascinated. After the showing in London of a film featuring the occult, a number of cinema 
viewers went for counselling. They were under the impression that they had been ‘taken 
over’ by evil spirits. They had not. All 20 recovered after a course of prescribed 
tablets.  They had only been victims of suggestion. 

We are wise, then, not to imagine, as some do, that every sin, habit, illness or misfortune 
is due directly to the activity of the Devil and must therefore be ‘exorcised’. Terrible 
damage has been done in this respect by well-meaning but uninformed Christian leaders. 

Faced by Christ’s authority, the kingdom of spirits has no option but to shrink and retreat. 
Magic spells and charms have no power over the true Christian (provided we do not open 
ourselves to their influence), for ‘the One who is in you is greater than the one who is in 
the world’ (1 John 4:4). If we resist the devil, he will flee from us (James 4:7).  All occultism 
is to be ruthlessly shunned (Leviticus 19:31; 1 Samuel 28; Isaiah 8:19, 20; Actus 19:18-20). 

The Bible is quite clear that the demonic world is already doomed and defeated (Colossians 
2:15; Hebrews 2:14,15). It is the death of Jesus that has achieved this victory. We are to be 
confident, but not complacent – for Satan’s kingdom has yet to concede its defeat at the 
Cross. Its final destruction will be at the return of Christ. 
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IN CAMERA 
 

 
Indiana Jones and The Last Crusade (Dir: Stephen Spielberg, 1989) 

 
Most sequels operate according to the rule of 
diminishing returns. The Last Crusade is the 
third Indiana Jones film – the others being 
Raiders of The Lost Ark and Indiana Jones and 
The Temple of Doom – and, by rights, it should 
have offered pretty thin cinematic gruel.  
 
Raiders of The Lost Ark is an absolute classic, 
which reworks those adventure serials of the 
1930s for a modern serial. It proved that 
Harrison Ford as the archaeologist-adventurer 
Indiana ‘Indy’ Jones was a star in the old 
mould. Stephen Spielberg’s direction and 
Ford’s performance was so exciting and kinetic 
that a 
whole generation of young people came to 
believe that archaeology was the coolest 
subject known to humanity. However, the 
inevitable sequel, The Temple of Doom, was – 
in comparison – a damp squib. 
 
So, what makes The Last Crusade such a stone-
cold classic? Part of The Last Crusade’s 
excellence lies in its story and storytelling. As 
with Raiders, it focuses on Indy’s race to find a 

biblical artefact, the Holy Grail or Cup of Christ, before the Nazis can use it for their 
nefarious actions. This search sets up endless high-jinks and gives Indy a real focus for his 
brilliance and action-hero skills. In essence, if he 
can’t beat the Nazis to the prize, the future of the world is in peril. 
 
However, what absolutely raises The Last Crusade into a different class is the chemistry 
between the two main stars: Ford and Sean Connery, who plays his father. The film 
becomes, in effect, a buddy movie in which father and son wise-crack their way through 
swathes of bad guys and ridiculous set- pieces. Ford and Connery clearly relish each other’s 
company and the sheer absurdity of the film’s 
premise. The film also benefits from the return of beloved characters from Raiders, 
including Denholm Elliot’s bumbling Marcus Brody.  
 
It was his last major film role and it is a fitting tribute to his talent. The Last Crusade is, 
ultimately, pure escapist nonsense that could have been made for the Covid-19 
era, where we need to get out of ourselves and enjoy silly escapism. As one might expect 
from a Spielberg movie, along the way the film offers some beautiful moments.  
 
The final resolution, in which Indy has to resist his archaeological instincts and is reconciled 
to his dad, is quite touching. I remember seeing this film at the cinema when it first came 
out in 1989. It is one of the few films that 
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I’ve cheered spontaneously as the titles came up. The joy felt by my friends and I was utterly 
authentic. I still feel that joy. (Image taken from IMDb website - September 2020) 
 
Rachel x 
 
 
 

The toll of lockdown on low-income families 
 
Coronavirus has left low-income families struggling with a significant deterioration in 
living standards and high stress levels.  So warns a new report from Child Poverty Action 
Group and the Church of England. 

The report, Poverty in the pandemic: The impact of coronavirus on low-income families 
and children, is based on a survey of families with children who are eligible for free school 
meals. 

It found around eight in 10 respondents reported being in a worse financial position than 
before the pandemic, and half were much worse off because their income had fallen while 
costs have risen. 

Nearly nine in 10 respondents reported spending substantially more than before on food, 
electricity, and other essentials – usually because they have been at home much 
more.  Many families also said that the cost of food had gone up significantly during the 
early part of lockdown. 

The Bishop of Durham, Paul Butler, who speaks for the Church of England on matters 
relating to children and families, said:  “In these unprecedented times, we all need to ask 
ourselves urgently how we can help our neighbour. It is also imperative that the 
Government does all that it can to protect families and children.” 

Alison Garnham, Chief Executive of Child Poverty Action Group, said: “Low-income parents 
have been living under a cloud of anxiety in lockdown – trying to find money for family 
basics as their costs have been rising. That’s taken a very heavy toll.” 

 
 

 
 “The foodbank was there when we really needed it, it was an absolute lifeline.” 
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We don’t think anyone in our community should have to face going hungry. That’s 
why we provide three days’ nutritionally balanced emergency food and support to 
local people who are referred to us in crisis. We are part of a nationwide network of 
foodbanks, supported by The Trussell Trust, working to combat poverty and hunger 
across the UK. 

 
 
Where to Find Us - Here are the opening times and locations for our foodbank 
centres. Everyone who comes to the foodbank for emergency food needs to have a 
valid foodbank voucher.  

For enquires about services and donations or about how YOU can help. You can make 
a difference to your community:      

 Contact: Telephone: 07796 448 205 Email: info@burnage.foodbank.org.uk 

 

 
Open Table Manchester – An introduction 
By Steven Gray 

 
Assuming that your church services follow the lectionary, you will have recently encountered 
the story of the Canaanite (or Syrophoenician) woman in Matthew 15:21–28. It is a puzzling 
and, in some ways, very troubling story; for, in it, Jesus appears indifferent to the plight of 
the protagonist, at least at the beginning. When she petitions him to heal her daughter, his 
initial response is one of complete silence and even when she persists, he apparently 
attempts to brush her aside with the words “It is not fair to take the children’s food and 
throw it to the dogs.”  
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It is almost as if Jesus is blithely echoing the prevailing attitudes of his religious and ethnic 
culture: this is “just” a woman and not even a Jewish one at that, and so is not worthy of 
being given the time of day, let alone anything deeper or more meaningful. After being 
ignored and dismissed, the woman could have simply taken the rejection on board – 
accepting it as just another kick in the teeth – and slunk dejectedly away.  

I cannot explain Jesus’ initial treatment of her (it seems so antithetical to his compassionate 
and caring nature) but what his behaviour does do is to allow the true colours of his 
petitioner to emerge. You see, she is not prepared to play the helpless and passive victim. 
Instead, she takes on the mantle of a strong and determined woman, who turns the tables 
on Jesus by insisting “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their 
masters’ table”. She won’t take “no” for an answer and is utterly convinced that there is 
some kind of place for her at the table. Her boldness pays off, because at this point Jesus 
does an about-turn and grants her request. 

Tables are important places. A shared meal around a table not only nourishes us physically 
but also provides a sense of community, of family and belonging. But for too long, LGBTQIA 
(Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Queer / Questioning, Intersex and Asexual) people 
have been barred even from entering the dining room by the Church. Although the situation 
has improved dramatically over recent years, LGBTQIA Christians are still too often treated 
as second-class citizens.  

The origins of what is now the Open Table network date back to July 2008, when Kieran 
Bohan and Warren Hartley decided to establish a monthly service at St Bride’s church in 
Liverpool with the aim of creating “a safe, sacred space with a warm and affirming welcome 
for Liverpool’s LGBT community”. The resulting group was a mixture of Anglicans, Roman 
Catholics, Methodists and URC worshippers, thereby laying the foundation for the 
community’s ecumenical ethos. As for the name itself, that came about as a direct result 
of a question posed by one of the early members, who asked the following about a 
forthcoming service: “Will it be open table?”. Sadly, this individual clearly still doubted 
whether there would be a space for them at the Eucharistic table, even though the event 
was being specifically targeted at LGBT people.  

Since then, the network has grown considerably and now covers at least 16 locations within 
England and Wales, including Manchester. The group I help to run – together with the Rev 
Cathy Nightingale, Nick Campbell and our team of volunteers – is Open Table North 
Manchester. Ordinarily, we would be meeting at St Paul’s Church, Victoria Ave., Manchester 
M9 6RA on the second Sunday evening of each month.  

However, since April, our services have been taking place online due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. One unique feature of our expression of Open Table is that all our services are 
delivered in British Sign Language. As a hearing person, I have really come to appreciate the 
visual dimension that signing brings. We aim for an accessible worship style and try to build 
the liturgy around beautiful imagery that ties in with that particular month’s theme. If I had 
to describe the feel of our services, it would be “gently restorative” because – like all the 
other Open Tables – one of our key objectives is to assist people in integrating their spiritual 
and sexual/gender identities, which have all too frequently been labelled as irreconcilable 
by the Church.  

The good news, of course, is that God is always expanding perspectives. Had the 
Syrophoenician woman known that, within a few decades of her encounter with Jesus, the 
Apostle Paul would be declaring that there is NO distinction between Jew and Gentile (“the 
same Lord is Lord of all and richly blesses all who call on him, for, ‘Everyone who calls on 
the name of the Lord will be saved.’”), perhaps she would have been even bolder and 
demanded more than just a few leftover crumbs. 
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At Open Table, we believe that everyone deserves a seat at the table and, in keeping with 
this, our motto is “Come as you are”. And, if anyone is struggling to find acceptance before 
God because of any aspect of their identity, I would encourage them, like the Canaanite 
woman, to not give up and slink away, but to claim the blessing that is there for the taking. 

 
To find out more about the Open Table network in general, visit: http://opentable.lgbt/ 

For further information about Open Table North Manchester (or to watch one of our online 
services), go to: https://www.facebook.com/groups/opentablemanchester or 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCY9IXWHt7YZhhaOuxnEgIdw 
 

 

 
 

PUZZLES 
Modern Halloween celebrations have their roots in pre-Christian times.  In those long-ago 
days, on the last night of October, the Druid priests celebrated the Festival of Samhain, or 
‘Summer’s End’.  They lit great bonfires and performed magic rites to ward off the dark 
supernatural powers of oncoming winter.  Today, Christians turn to prayer instead of charms 
to overcome the powers of darkness.   And the deeper, true meaning of All Hallows’ Eve, 
should not be forgotten.  As Christians, we all draw closer to Christ when we remember and 
give thanks for our loved ones and for others who have gone before us through the gates of 
death. 
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All 
Hallows 
Halloween 
Druid 
Priests	

Festival 
Samhain 
Bonfires 
Magic 
Dark	

Supernatural 
Powers 
Winter 
Christians 
Prayer	

Charms 
Deeper 
True 
Eve 
Closer 
	

Christ 
Thanks 
Loved 
Death  
Gone 
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Crossword 
 
Across 
 
1  He must be ‘the husband of but one wife and must manage his children and his household well’ (1 
Timothy 3:12) (6) 
4  ‘For we must all — before the judgement seat of Christ’ (2 Corinthians 5:10) (6) 
7  ‘They reeled and staggered like drunken men; they were at their — end’ (Psalm 107:27) (4) 
8  See 19 Across  
9  It concerned who among the disciples would be the greatest(Luke 9:46) (8)  
13 Formed by the Jews in Thessalonica to root out Paul and Silas (Acts 17:5) (3)  
16 ‘He has sent me to bind up the — ’ (Isaiah 61:1) (6-7) 
17 Moved rapidly on foot (Matthew 28:8) (3)  
19 and 8  ‘ — a great company of the — host appeared with the angel’ (Luke 2:13) (8,8) 
24 Hindrance (Romans 14:13) (8)  
25 Comes between Luke and Acts (4)  
26 Empower (Acts 4:29) (6)  
27 ‘Get these out of here! How dare you turn my Father’s house into a — !’ (John 2:16) (6) 
 
Down 
 
1  Sunrise (Psalm 119:147) (4)  
2  The part of the day when Cornelius the Caesarean centurion had avision of an angel of God (Acts 
10:3) (9)  
3  He was one of those who returned with Zerubbabel from exile inBabylon to Jerusalem (Nehemiah 
7:7) (5)  
4  ‘No one can see the kingdom of God unless he is born — ’(John 3:3) (5)  
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5  Animal hunted or killed as food (Ezekiel 22:25) (4)  
6  ‘He encouraged them — — remain true to the Lord’ (Acts 11:23) (3,2)  
10 Ruses (anag.) (5)  
11 Jewish priestly vestment (Exodus 28:6) (5)  
12 Visible sign of what had been there (Daniel 2:35) (5)  
13 This was the trade of Alexander, who did Paul ‘a great deal of harm’ (2 Timothy 4:14) (9)  
14 ‘This is my — , which is for you; do this in remembrance of me’ (1 Corinthians 11:24) (4)  
15 One of Noah’s great-great-grandsons (Genesis 10:24) (4)  
18 Traditionally the first British Christian martyr (5)  
20 Relationship of Ner to Saul (1 Samuel 14:50) (5)  
21 Jacob had one at a place he named Bethel while on his way to Haran, fleeing from Esau (Genesis 
28:12) (5)  
22 Bats (anag.) (4)  
23 ‘You strain out a — but swallow a camel’ (Matthew 23:24) (4) 
 

Organisations 
 

Confirmation Classes 
For young people and adults by arrangement with the 
Minister. 
 
Rainbows 
For girls aged 5 to 7 years. 
Wednesday evening, 6 pm to 7 pm, in the church hall  
 
Church Hall Bookings 
 
Church Hall and Glass Room are available for hire. 
 
Details are on our website: 
www.st-nicholas-church.org.uk 
 
For bookings please contact: 
 
Alison Mills (0793 207 1977) 
alison@glensidemills.co.uk 
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Puzzle – Answers 
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CROSSWORD ANSWERS  
 
Answers 
 
ACROSS: 1, Deacon. 4, Appear. 7, Wits. 8, Heavenly. 9, Argument. 13, Mob. 16, Broken-hearted. 17, 
Ran. 19, Suddenly. 24, Obstacle. 25, John. 26, Enable. 27, Market.  
 
DOWN: 1, Dawn. 2, Afternoon. 3, Nehum. 4, Again. 5, Prey. 6, All to. 10, Users. 11, Ephod. 12, 
Trace. 13, Metalwork. 14, Body. 15, Eber. 18, Alban. 20, Uncle. 21, Dream. 22, Stab. 23, Gnat. 
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The Parish Church of St Nicholas Burnage 
 

Sunday Services    

8.30 am  Eucharist (BCP) (Currently Suspended) 
10.30 am Family Service and Eucharist (Please see recent guidance or contact the Church Warden) 
 
For Saints and other weekday Services, please see the Diary page inside the magazine. Holy Baptism on 3rd 
Sunday of each month at 10.30 a.m.  
Holy Communion is taken to the housebound by arrangement with the Minister. 

Minister Rev’d Canon Rachel Mann 
0161 432 7009 

  

Curate Rev’d Alan Simpson   

Churchwardens Mrs Alison Mills 
(07932071977)  

Organists Mr Oliver Mills (07786 337087) 

 Ms Jane Cawley (07745 392 
374) 

 Ms Elizabeth Bray 

Assistant 
Wardens 

Mr Fred Murphy  

Mrs Grace Manley  

Ms Jill Lomas  

Mrs Julie Crossley  

Mrs Louise Hollingsworth 

Hon. 
Treasurer 

Mr Andrew Mills (07802403991) 

 Minutes 
Secretary 

Mrs Ann Ackerman 

 Deanery 
Synod 

Mrs Grace Manley  

Mrs Christine Price 

   

Elected on PCC Mrs Lyn Rimmer, (electoral 
Roll Officer) 
Mrs Margaret Witty 
Mr Tony Witty 
Mrs Alison Cullen 
Ms Michaila Roberts 
Mrs Julie Bodgers 
Ms Nicola Naylor 
Mr Giles Elliott 

Magazine 
Editor 

Magazine 
Distribution 
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Mrs Brenda Maclese 
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