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Rachel Writes 

 

 

I’ve always loved learning new words and phrases. I think this 

is because I feel that words represent a very particular form 

of ‘magic’. That is, it is through words that we expand and 

transform our imaginative worlds. 

The first time I heard the phrase ‘deferred gratification’ – 

probably over thirty years ago now – I was unsure about what 

it meant. If I recall correctly, the context for the phrase was 

something like this: ‘The middle-classes are much better than 

the working-class at deferred gratification.’ At the time, I’m not sure the context helped 

much! 

Since, then, of course, I’ve learnt that ‘deferred gratification’ refers to a psychological 

phenomenon. When someone displays ‘deferred gratification’ it means they can hold back 

their desire for something. They do not need to be ‘gratified’ immediately. For example, I 

might really want to buy a new tweed skirt. I might really, really want it ‘now’! However, if I 

am able to control my desire for it and put it off for a while, I’ve shown a capacity for 

‘deferred gratification’. 

Leaving aside the claim that the middle-classes are better at deferred gratification than 

working-class people, which I think is faintly ridiculous, there is no question that ‘waiting’ 

for things can be difficult. For, in the world we live in now, we can get what we want when 

we want it. Indeed, with the wonders of the internet and the power of credit cards, it can 

seem as if none of us have to wait for a thing. 

I suspect few of us enjoy waiting. Anyone who has a chronic illness and lots of hospital 

appointments will have tales to tell about waiting rooms. The NHS is amazing but waiting 

for hours for an appointment can try the patience of a saint. I’ve witnessed people lose 

their tempers, or weep or become very withdrawn in the face of waiting. Also, who hasn’t 

waited in all day for a delivery, only for that delivery not to arrive? It can be infuriating. It’s 

hardly surprising that waiting around is not high on most people’s bucket lists.  

During March we shall travel through that extraordinary penitential season, Lent. It is an 

opportunity for us to reflect on the power of waiting. For I don’t think it has to be a negative 

experience. It can be an opportunity for us to reflect on the way we are dependent on God 

and the grace of others. For when we wait, we are in the hands of others. When any of us 

wait in for a parcel or wait for a bus or wait in a queue, we are not in charge of our fate. 

We rely on others.  

Lent is – for some – a chance to give things up or take things on, but it is also an 

opportunity to watch, wait and listen. Indeed, we see in Jesus’s forty days in the wilderness 

– from which we take Lent’s shape – someone who is seeking to be utterly dependent on 
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God. Jesus places himself entirely into the hands of his Father. He waits upon the Living 

God. We might not be quite so bold. However, rather than be irritated or annoyed by Lent’s 

invitation to pause, reflect and wait, it can truly be a time where we are more exposed to 

God’s reality. 

What are we waiting for during Lent? Well, most clearly and definitively, we wait for and 

on the demands of Holy Week and, ultimately, the joy of Easter. The six weeks of Lent 

which conclude at Easter is a time of preparation. If we treat Lent seriously, it will be 

demanding. It can be challenging to look for the signs of God’s abundance in a time of 

penitence. However, it’s all worth it. On Easter Day, God reveals his risen self in Jesus 

Christ. This is the God who has walked with us through the penitential season and who 

goes ahead of us to the Cross.  

We wait because God waited first and we rejoice because God rejoices. May this Lent be 

time of holy preparation – whether in Lent groups or through Quiet Days or through some 

other discipline – for the Day of Salvation. For on Easter Day, the whole of creation 

rejoices in God’s love. Let us dare to add our voices! 

Rachel x 

 

Lent Groups 2020 

 

Study groups based on the film ‘Rocket Man’, all held in the Rectory 

Afternoon:  (2.00pm) Tues 3 March, 10 March, 17 March, 24 March, 31 March  

Evening: (7.00pm) - Weds 4 March, 11 March, Tues 17 March, Weds 25,  March, Tues 

31 March  

  

Thursdays in Lent 

Sacred Space. Half an hour of silence and stillness in church, framed by gentle music 

and readings. No preparation needed. All welcome.  2.00pm 

 

Quiet Day being - Holy Innocents Fallowfield – Saturday 14 March 

A Simple Quiet Day for Lent at Holy Innocents Fallowfield. Starts at 10.00 with a 

Eucharist and finishes with Evening Prayer at 3.00pm. Drop in to as much or as little as 

you like. 10.00am-3.00pm 

 

Lent Oasis. Quiet morning - Saturday 21st March 

Lent Oasis. Quiet morning at St Nick's incorporating Scripture, stillness and sharing. 

For more information contact Andrew - curate@st-nicholas-church.org.uk.  

10.00am -12.30pm 
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The Children’s Society Coffee Morning 

 

 

 

 

Thank you everyone who came to The Children's Society Coffee morning. On January 

25th a total of £138 was raised to the Children's Society. It was a wonderful morning had 

by all who attended, and we look forward to the next fund raiser for such a worthwhile 

charity. 

 

Thank you, Grace & Colin, for counting the box money.  
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Curates Musings 

 

One of my favourite novels is The Bell, by the twentieth-century philosopher and writer 

Iris Murdoch. Published in 1958, The Bell is a captivating 

exploration of love, longing and the spiritual life. The novel is set at 

Imber Court, a country house in Gloucestershire that is the home 

of an Anglican lay religious community. Next door to the house is 

Imber Abbey, home to an enclosed order of Benedictine nuns. The 

nuns do not take centre stage in the novel, but their presence 

looms large in the background – and particularly the figure of the 

Abbess, a wise old nun who watches and exercises discreet 

authority behind the scenes.  

At one point in the novel the Abbess counsels Michael Meade, a leader in the 

community who feels anguished by his feelings of shame, inadequacy and spiritual 

imperfection. Silently perceiving his private struggles, the Abbess looks upon Michael 

kindly and gently, before offering the following words of wisdom: 

‘Have faith in God and remember that He will in his own way and in His 
own time complete what we so poorly attempt… Remember that all our 
failures are ultimately failures in love. Imperfect love must not be 
condemned and rejected but made perfect. The way is always forward, 
never back’. 

I find these words – spoken by Murdoch through the character of the Abbess – 

sobering yet comforting. As we journey into the penitential season of Lent, it’s easy to 

feel burdened by our failures and shortcomings. We might find ourselves making a 

mental list of our sins or making resolutions in different areas of our life to try and 

improve our performance. Such rigorous self-examination is commendable… but 

Murdoch wisely reminds us, I think, not to over-complicate the search for holiness. As 

Christians we are engaged in only one basic task: learning to love God, our neighbour 

and ourselves as Jesus does. Everything else is secondary to this. We should not 

condemn or reject ourselves on the basis of our shortcomings but recognise them 

simply as imperfections in love - imperfections that will, by God’s grace, be made 

perfect.  

Yes, we sometimes fail. We are human beings – we cannot help it. But we do not need 

to despair. ‘Remember that all our failures are ultimately failures in love’. No set back 

is too great for God. The way is always forward, never back.   

Andrew 
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Spotlight 

 

This is a new feature of the magazine and embraces one of the strongest and most 

important characteristics of St Nicks – inclusion and community.  

Whilst I was sorely tempted to open the doors to my life for the first article, I felt the self-

promotion of myself was not befitting of a new editor. In addition to this, it would in fact 

end up being a prequel of war and peace and I won’t thrust that upon you, just yet. 

With each publication, I will introduce someone to you. Perhaps someone you know, 

perhaps someone you though you knew or someone you simply haven’t a clue about.  

So, without further ado, our first magazine guest interview is with the sparkling, beautiful 

and some may well say, opinionated, Patricia Bradley.  

Pat has lived next door to the church and been a member of the congregation all her life. 

Pat’s grandfather bought the house she lives in, during the 50’s where her mum grew up. 

 

Pat’s mum married, clearly her father, and they then lived 

in the house where Pat grew up. Pat lost her mum at a 

time when medicine was less advanced than it is today, 

and her mum was only in her early 50’s when she sadly 

passed away. Pat and her father continued to live in the 

house together until he too passed away.  

During her working life, Pat worked at the DWP, DSS and 

all its previous departmental guises over the years and 

like so many. started working there as a young wide-eyed 

girl. As the years passed, she transcended into what many 

have become, a Civil Servant…  

From the time spent speaking to Pat, I think it’s fair to say 

that she loves the beautiful things in life and Christianity 

has always been a part of who she is. Pat spent many years being an active member of 

the choir at Manchester Cathedral until the choir disbanded some years ago. Although, 

she can be caught singing a tune or two and has a wonderful voice.  

 

Sitting listening to Pat, it was wonderful being taken down the road of her memories of 

day trips to London to visit the theatre, view art and learning about the hidden meaning in 

the images at galleries. The biggest smile came when Pat spoke of her much loved, Vienna 

Philharmonic Orchestra which would perform regularly in the Capital.  

Unfortunately, due to ongoing health issues her last trip was in 2016, however, the wry 

smile gives away how previous those trips clearly were to her.  

Now a days, Pat does a weekly escape to the country with her travel companion with the 

Lakes being one of her favourite areas in the country. Trips to the Morecambe and 



[6] 
 

closer to home are always broken up by the obligatory visit to a pub for a lovely bowl or 

soup or whatever tickles Pat’s fancy on the day. It is however a must to include a beer 

(larger) with the said lunch with her travel companion happily consuming the obligatory 

Shandy. 
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A New Author in the Pews 

 

We have taken a leaf out of Rev. Rachel’s 

book – not quite literally – we have written 

our own study guide based on a popular TV 

show! “Ineffable Love” is based on the six-

episode mini-series Good Omens. We had 

an awful lot of fun writing it and want to 

share!  

The book is a natural overflow of the time 

we’ve spent discussing Good Omens and 

church and theology with our friends and 

fans of the show online. Together, we’ve 

made something we’re both proud of; an 

invitation to use the lens of Good Omens and 

the spiritual practices of thought, prayer and 

creativity to explore our faith. 

The television adaptation of Good Omens 

(suitable for all audiences) is an absurd and 

yet obvious starter for Christian reflection.  

The story follows an angel, Azurophil, and a 

demon called Crowley who are under-cover 

representatives on Earth of Heaven and Hell 

respectively. They are disheartened to 

discover their managerial superiors are keen to bring about the End of the World - they 

like Earth! Together, they fight to thwart the approaching disaster of Armageddon: an ego-

driven contest of dominance between Heaven and Hell that will destroy all of humanity. 

Chaos unfolds, love blooms, loyalties are tested. Unlikely alliances are forged between all 

manner of the supernatural and human beings who are alike in desiring kindness, 

compassion and a continued opportunity to rejoice in the infinite variety of God’s creation. 

It's a gorgeous, pulpy treat of a show but forget the apocalyptic window dressing: It’s really 

hard to avoid the fact that the fundamentals of the story are incredibly Jesus-y. 

In substance, the story is about the frustrations of longing for justice in an unjust world 

and what it means to be Good or Bad and Right or Wrong.  

It’s about the choices we all must make to move through this world, and it asks of us the 

question: what is it that saves us? Like much of Jesus’ teaching, this story is subversive 

and challenging. It’s gentle, loving and is concerned with creation and good caretaking. It 

has much to say about the nature of power and the corruption of institutions and who is 

and isn’t blessed. 
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This is a story in which love with the courage to transgress traditional boundaries, leads 

to life. Self-acceptance, truth – acknowledging reality – and sacrifice for the sake of others 

save the world. In the end it’s about hope, redemption and renewal. 

Amid a wealth of source material, the book draws on six themes; those being Justice, 

Bodies, Power, Belief, Hope, and Love & Renewal. We’ve used bible text to reflect on each 

theme and identified clips from the show to discuss and inspire our thoughts.  

In each chapter you’ll also find broader themes emerging. The power of human 

imagination and creation is one we’ve drawn on throughout, via our own poetry and 

stories, and by giving creative prompts for readers at the end of every chapter. We hope 

people enjoy using them; we love seeing what people make of things! Ineffable Love 

comes out on 30th April. 

 

Alex Booer 

 

 

 

St. Nicholas Church, Burnage – Women’s 
Fellowship 

 
Chairwoman: Mrs Ann Holmes (0161 434 2245) 
 

11 March  Parkinson & dementia     Mrs G Parr 
 

25 March  Styal Life - Daily Life Inside a Female Prison    Mr Eddie Tarry 
 

08 April 
 

Nature Talk 
 

Mr George Pilkimton 
 

22 April  ‘Ave you ad’ the Doctor?     Mrs C Belton 
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Pilgrim Passports Now Available 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pilgrim passports are now available in every Church of England cathedral as part of the 

national campaign for 2020 Year of Cathedrals, Year of Pilgrimage. 

These passport sized booklets have been devised by two Cathedral Education 

colleagues: Jackie Holderness at Christ Church Oxford and Portsmouth Cathedral’s 

Sarah Page, who simply wanted to encourage visitors of all age to see their visit as a 

pilgrimage. 

The passports have been published by the Association of English Cathedrals and are 
launched now as part of the Year of Cathedrals, Year of Pilgrimage project.  They are 
available to buy in every Church of England cathedral, Cathedral Isle of Man and St Davids 
Cathedral in Wales and will be available more widely soon. 

The hope is that the passport will inspire people to seek out other holy places as well as 
visit cathedrals.  

The A6 size Pilgrim Passport is full of inspirational quotes, pilgrim poems and prayers, a 
checklist of cathedrals by region and blank pages for visitors to record their thoughts and 
get their passport stamped at every cathedral or holy place they visit. Each cathedral has 
stickers to use in the passport too. 

 (extract of article and imagery taken from Manchester Cathedral publication 2020) 
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MAKING A DIFFERENCE 

Parish Refill – Commissioned to Care for Creation 

 

 

Reducing our waste and helping to combat climate change seems to be something which 
more and more of us are aspiring to. We ask for our latte in our own reusable coffee cup 
and then sip it whilst wandering around the supermarket with our cotton bags for life. We 
admire Greta Thunberg and vow to only buy fruit and veg that’s not wrapped in copious 
amounts of unnecessary plastic. We watch David Attenborough’s programmes and shed 
a tear at the state of our planet and what we are doing to God’s beautiful creation.  

All of these actions and feelings are justified, and great. But, a few of us at Ascension 
Balham who feel passionate about caring for creation, always spoke about how we need 
to be doing more; about how we need to make joining the zero-waste movement easier 
and more accessible for everyone.  

We would compare notes on eco-friendly household products and then discuss the 
difficulties of refilling these when you have limited time, money and often have a toddler 
or two hanging from your legs. And out of these conversations the idea for Parish Refill 
was born – an eco-refill station where people can bring their own bottles and refill them 
with eco-friendly household and personal cleaning products.  
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At Ascension Balham, we are so fortunate to have a 
beautiful church building which houses the 
increasingly popular café, Parish Coffee. It’s a 
community café aiming to fight isolation and loneliness 
that serves excellent coffee and food and has rapidly 
become a favourite haunt for local families and 
residents. It’s open 8.30am – 4.30pm Monday to 
Friday, so when we thought about how we could 
support the local community in becoming more 
environmentally friendly by setting up a refill station, 
we already had the perfect place to do it. 

 Following a series of brainstorming meetings, we 
eventually set up a shelving area at the back of the church, in front of the most beautiful, 
but often forgotten, stained glass windows. We researched products, and eventually 
settled on an initial list of products from two fantastic eco-friendly companies, Fill and 
Faith in Nature. Fast forward a month or two, and we were ready to go!  

We launched Parish Refill at our Christmas Pop up Fair and we were overwhelmed at the 
response. People loved the products and either bought our beautiful reusable glass and 
aluminium bottles or refilled their own. We continue to be open daily and are slowly 
building up a steady base of loyal customers.  

We are still so excited each and every time we see someone browsing the products and 
filling up. It’s so lovely to see customers reading the brief reflections we have placed next 
to the stain glass windows whilst doing their little bit for the planet.  

We truly believe that we all have a part to play in 
caring for God’s creation. We would so love you 
to join the refill revolution too. Please follow us 
and all our news on Instagram 
@parishrefillbalham and Facebook, and most 
importantly please pop in and visit us with all your 
empty bottles.  

We stock the following products: Fill Neroli 
Laundry Liquid, Fill Neroli Fabric Conditioner, Fill 
Ginger Washing Up Liquid, Fill Fig Leaf Hand 
Soap, Faith in Nature Jojoba Shampoo and 
Conditioner and Faith in Nature Orange and 
Grapefruit Body Wash.  

Karen Stewart  

 

 



[12] 
 

Archbishop launches Church of England's first 
ever Green Lent campaign 

 

 

Environmentalists, activists and climate experts gathered at Lambeth Palace for the 
official launch of LiveLent 2020 a set of 40 daily reflections, actions and prayers. It comes 
on the same day Prime Minister Boris Johnson officially launched the UK’s COP26 
strategy ahead of the crucial UN climate talks in Glasgow in November, alongside Sir 
David Attenborough, climate expert Lord Stern and the outgoing Bank of England 
Governor Mark Carney. 

Those attending the launch were invited to add personal climate commitments to a 
‘pledge-tree’, before a panel of expert climate academics, influencers and activists was 
chaired by the Archbishop. 

#LiveLent 2020 is based on the Archbishop of Canterbury’s Lent Book, Saying Yes to 
Life, by Dr Ruth Valerio. Instead of giving up chocolate or alcohol for Lent, participants are 
challenged to follow a set of daily reflections, which correspond to chapters of the full 
Lent book for those wishing to go deeper. With children's, youth and family resources also 
available, there is something to help every age group to get involved. 

'How much water goes into making a pair of Jeans?' 'Could you twin your toilet?' 'When 
was the last time you gazed at the night sky?' and 'What was the carbon footprint of the 
meal I just ate?' – these are just some of the questions and topics participants will explore, 
with a different challenge every day. 

Launching the resources, The Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin Welby, said: “We urgently 
need to rebuild our relationship with our planet. To do this, we need to change our habits 
– in how we pray and how we act. 

“Lent is not just about discipline. It’s about allowing Christ to show us what’s keeping us 
from loving and serving Him – and joyfully letting it go. “Whatever age you are, this Lent I 
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hope you’ll engage with God’s plea for us to care for His creation, and that these campaign 
resources will help you on that journey." 

The Church of England announced that the General Synod would debate fresh targets to 
reach ‘Net-Zero’ carbon emissions by 2045, while the National Investing Bodies of the 
CofE joined the UN-convened Net-Zero Asset Owner Alliance. 

#LiveLent builds on the success of the Church of England’s most recent campaign, 
#FollowTheStar, Christmas 2019, which saw an increase in social media reach of 59% to 
12.6 million from 7.94 million in 2018. The A Church Near You website saw a substantial 
increase in page views to 6.7 million during the month of December, with more than 
25,000 services added to the site. The reflections run from Ash Wednesday, 26 February 
through to Easter day, which falls on Sunday 12 April. 

The #LiveLent booklets for adults and children are available from Church House 
Publishing. Anyone can sign up to receive the daily reflections free via e-mail, and from 
mid-February in an update to the #LiveLent app (for iOS and Android). 

 (extract 04 February 2020 IN: National News ) 

Parish Registers 

 

Date 
 

Attendance Cash Envelopes Total 

DEC 01 
  

44 57 211.41 268.41 

DEC 8 
  

85 + 88.9 157.12 246.02 

DEC 15 
  

142 287 250.77 537.77 

DEC 22 
  

39 78 190.7 268.7 

DEC 25 
  

76 238.15 97 335.15 

DEC 29 
  

31 64 102 166 

JAN 05 
  

38 104 192 296 

JAN 12 
  

45 83 161 244 

JAN 19 
  

49 34.75 338 372.75 

JAN 26 
  

35 20 180.92 200.92 

TOTAL 455 £908.9 £1512.39 £2421.29  

 

https://www.manchester.anglican.org/news/category/national-news/
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In Camera’ – Rachel’s Favourite Films 

‘Dead of Night’ (Dir: Charles Crichton et al, 1945) 

 

I’ve watched a lot of horror films over the past forty-odd years. Some have been great – 

like The Exorcist – and some have been dreadful and throwaway. Of them all, I don’t think 

I’ve ever experienced a film which has lived with me as Dead of Night has.   

 

Dead of Night is, perhaps, the original portmanteau British horror film. By portmanteau, I 
mean a film composed of smaller, partially discrete sections. The heyday for these films 

in British cinema was the 1960s and ‘70s. These films include Dr Terror’s House of Horrors 
and Asylum, among many others. They all owe their existence to 1945’s Dead of Night. 
However, in my opinion, none of those later films reaches the artistic and scary heights of 

the original. 

The film comprises five ghost stories linked together by an architect, played with 

increasing fear by Mervyn Johns. He visits a country house and becomes trapped in a 

recurring nightmare involving occult tales told by the inhabitants of the house. What 

makes the growing sense of alarm so palpable is just how comforting the setting is: as 

Johns arrives, the music is soothing, and the setting is absolutely idyllic. The viewer is 

presented with this question: what could possibly go wrong? 

Intriguingly, Dead of Night was made by Ealing Studios. Ealing is famous now for its quirky 

comedies, including genuinely great films like Passport to Pimlico and The Lavender Hill 
Mob. They captured, like no others, the post-war British mood. If Dead of Night is, for 

Ealing Studios, an outlier, it draws on the directing talent of some its finest, including 

Charles Crichton and Basil Dearden. In its own way, Dead of Night speaks into Britain’s 

post-war anxieties even more clearly than Ealing’s comedies: this is a world where the old 

rules of English life, centred on the village and on the big country house, are exposed. This 

film reveals a world in which all the old certainties are thrown up in the air. 

I know that very few people who read this column actively seek out horror films. I do 

commend this one to you because it is so very well made. It is witty and delightful as well 

as scary. Seventy-five years on from its creation, it has probably lost some of its power to 

frighten, but not much. It is a classic reminder that just below the surface of middle-class 

everyday British life lurks the uncanny and the weird. I know many of us don’t like being 

scared, but every now and then, in a controlled way, I remain convinced it is good for the 

soul. 

 

Rachel x 
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 “The foodbank was there when we really needed it, it was an absolute lifeline.” 

We don’t think anyone in our community should have to face going hungry. That’s why we 
provide three days’ nutritionally balanced emergency food and support to local people 
who are referred to us in crisis. We are part of a nationwide network of foodbanks, 
supported by The Trussell Trust, working to combat poverty and hunger across the UK. 

Where to Find Us - Here are the opening times and locations for our foodbank centres. 

Everyone who comes to the foodbank for emergency food needs to have a valid foodbank 

voucher.  

For enquires about services and donations or about how YOU can help. You can make a 
difference to your community:      

 Contact: Telephone: 07796 448 205 Email: info@burnage.foodbank.org.uk 

Burnage Foodbank (Burnage Lane) 
St Bernard's Church 
Burnage Lane, Manchester M19 1D  

Burnage Foodbank (Kingsway) 
St Nicholas Parish Hall, St Nicholas Church 
408 Kingsway , Manchester M19 1PL 
 

mailto:info@burnage.foodbank.org.uk
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Poets Corner 

 

                     
The Flower 

 
Look at this flower 

 
So very, very still 

 
Or choose your own flower 

 
Its shape can appear motionless 

 
Caught on a photograph 

 
Forever immobile 

 
Caught for an instant in time 

 
The colour of your flower is fresh and pure 

 
But think again of your chosen bloom’s shape 

 
And stillness as if frozen in time 

 
Is your life frozen in the shape of routine? 

We could release our static images  
 

and negative thoughts, 
 

And let positivity reshape our actions and life-style 
Pick a happy flower  

 
And send a prayer to God 

 
A heart-felt prayer 

 
that won’t stay frozen in time. 

 
I Smith (M.Theol) 2020 
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Tilt of the Head 
 
 

A hidden angel breathes stars into her eyes 
 

A mute sunshine sewed jewels into her smile 
 

A voice, a ministry, gospel of the cross. 
 

Bringing to thy knees, calls beyond and above 
 

Thoughts lost with you, my soul once in line, yet 
 

Now totally at a loss. 
 

Arms take to flight as the passion takes hold 
 

Unique insight and vision, she has broken the mould. 
 

May I consider, may I dream, arms outreached 
 

As if to hold, perhaps desire, thy eyes may be closed 
 

The air stolen from my lungs 
 

Desperate to retrieve  
 

Barely can I speak. 
 

Shall I dare to dream or shall I not 
 

One unable to share thy heartbeat. 
 

May the holy spirit direct, father hold my hand 
 

Sweet one, farewell, my head may tilt 
 

For I must seek, I must explore  
 

Leave a moment in your mind, to recall me 
  

My lent awaits, I shall bid farewell 
 

I shall retreat. 
 
 

 Spencer J Cartwright  
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Puzzles 

 

 
 
Lent lasts for 40 days.  Sundays in Lent are ‘oases’; as Sunday is never a day of fasting, 
but a weekly celebration of the resurrection of Jesus.  Christians have used Lent as their 
‘40 days in the wilderness’, when they set aside the indulgences of life and instead look 
inward, seeking spiritual renewal and growth.  Lent looks towards the Cross and the 
Empty Tomb, with the assurance of redemption and new life in Christ.  The daffodils in our 
gardens are golden trumpets to proclaim the wonderful message of Easter! The English 
word for Lent is not at all religious; it is an abbreviation of the Old English word ‘lencten’, 
or ‘lengthen’.  At last winter is over, and the days are getting longer… 
 

Lent 
Forty 
Days 
Sundays 
Lencten 

Weekly 
Celebration 
Resurrection 
Jesus 
Wilderness 
 

Indulgences 
Inward 
Spiritual 
Renewal 
Growth 
 

Cross 
Empty 
Tomb 
Redemption 
Daffodil 
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CLUES (answers page 21) 
 
Across 
1 The earth is one (6) 
4 ‘On a hill far away stood an old — cross’ (6)  
7 ‘I am the — vine and my Father is the gardener’ (John 15:1) (4)  
8 The Caesar who was Roman Emperor at the time of Jesus’ birth(Luke 2:1) (8)  
9 ‘Your — should be the same as that of Christ Jesus’(Philippians 2:5) (8)  
13 Jesus said that no one would put a lighted lamp under this(Luke 8:16) (3)  
16 Involvement (1 Corinthians 10:16) (13)  
17 Armed conflict (2 Chronicles 15:19) (3)  
19 Where the Gaderene pigs were feeding (Mark 5:11) (8) 
24 What jeering youths called Elisha on the road to Bethel (2 Kings 2:23) (8) 
25 The Venerable — , eighth-century Jarrow ecclesiastical scholar (4)  
26 8 Across issued a decree that this should take place (Luke 2:1) (6)  
27 Come into prominence (Deuteronomy 13:13) (6) 
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Down 
1 Where some of the seed scattered by the sower fell (Matthew 13:4) (4) 
2 Sexually immoral person whom God will judge (Hebrews 13:4) (9)  
3 Gospel leaflet (5)  
4 Physical state of the boy brought to Jesus for healing (Mark 9:18) 
5 Tugs (anag.) (4)  
6 To put forth (5)  
10 Nationality associated with St Patrick (5)  
11 Leader of the descendants of Kohath (1 Chronicles 15:5) (5)  
12 ‘After this, his brother came out, with his hand grasping — heel’ (Genesis 25:26) (5)  
13 At Dothan the Lord struck the Arameans with — at Elisha’s request (2 Kings 6:18) 
(9)  
14 ‘Peter, before the cock crows today, you will — three times that you know me’  

(Luke22:34) (4)  
15 Spit out (Psalm 59:7) (4)  
18 ‘When I — , I am still with you’ (Psalm 139:18) (5)  
20 Concepts (Acts 17:20) (5)  
21 Thyatira’s dealer in purple cloth (Acts 16:14) (5)  
22 Does (anag.) (4)  
23 The second set of seven cows in Pharaoh’s dream were this (Genesis 41:19) (4) 
 

Organisations 

 
Confirmation Classes 
For young people and adults by arrangement with the Minister. 
 
Rainbows 
For girls aged 5 to 7 years. 
Wednesday evening, 6 pm to 7 pm, in the church hall  
 
Church Hall Bookings 
 
Church Hall and Glass Room are available for hire. 
 
Details are on our website: 
www.st-nicholas-church.org.uk 
 
For bookings please contact: 
 
Alison Mills (0793 207 1977) 
alison@glensidemills.co.uk 
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Rota – March & April 

 

Date Warden 
8.30am 

Warden 10.30am Altar Server Lay Assistants Sides-people 

March 

1st Fred 
Murphy 

Service at St 
Chad’s 

Service at St 
Chad’s 

Service at St 
Chad’s 

Service at St 
Chad’s 

8th  
 

Fred 
Murphy 

Louise 
Hollingsworth 

Brenda 
Maclese  

Brenda Maclese 
Cliff Stockton 

Giles Elliot 
Julie Bodgers 

15th  Fred 
Murphy 

Julie Crossley Nikky Naylor Nikky Naylor 
Lyn Rimmer 

Michael &, 
Margaret 
Messey 

22nd   Fred 
Murphy 

Jane Cawley TBC 
 

TBC 
Julie Crossley 

Lyn Rimmer 
Anne 
Ackerman 

29th Fred 
Murphy 

TBC TBC TBC TBC 

April 

5th Fred 
Murphy 

Alison Mills 
 

Louise 
Hollingsworth 

Margaret 
Louise 
Hollingsworth 

Brenda 
Maclese 
Freda Evans 

12th Fred 
Murphy 

Grace Manley 
 

Nikky Naylor Lyn Rimmer 
Nikki Taylor 

Lyn Rimmer 
Anne 
Ackerman 

19th  Fred 
Murphy 

Jane Cawley TBC Grace 
TBC 

Michael &, 
Margaret 
Messey 

26th   Fred 
Murphy 

Louise 
Hollingsworth 

Brenda 
Maclese 

Cliff Stockton 
Brenda Maclese 

Giles Elliot 
Julie Bodgers 

 

CROSSWORD ANSWERS  
 
ACROSS: 1, Planet. 4, Rugged. 7, True. 8, Augustus. 9, Attitude. 13, Bed. 16, Participation. 
17, War. 19, Hillside. 24, Baldhead. 25, Bede. 26, Census. 27, Arisen.  
 
 
 
DOWN: 1, Path. 2, Adulterer. 3, Tract. 4, Rigid. 5, Gust. 6, Exude. 10, Irish. 11, Uriel. 12, 
Esau’s. 13, Blindness. 14, Deny. 15, Spew. 18, Awake. 20, Ideas. 21, Lydia. 22, Odes. 23, 
Lean. 
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Church Calendar 

 

March Time Event 

Sunday 1st 8.30 am 
10.30 

Holy Communion (BCP) 
Service at St Chad’s 

Tuesday 3rd 
 

2.00pm 
7.30 pm 

Lent Group - Rectory 
Taize Evening Prayer 

Wednesday 4th 
    

10.00 am 
7.00pm 

Eucharist 
Lent Group - Rectory 

Sunday 8th 10.30am Parish Communion 

Tuesday 10th 2.00pm Lent Group – Rectory 

Wednesday 11th      10.00 am Eucharist 

 2.30 pm 
7.00pm 

Women’s Fellowship – Parkinson’s & dementia 
Lent Group - Rectory 

Sunday 15th  10.30 Parish Communion 

Tuesday 17th         2.00pm & 7.00pm Lent Group – Rectory 
Wednesday 18th 10.30 Eucharist 

Sunday 22nd  10.30 Parish Communion 

Tuesday 24th    2.00pm Lent Group - Rectory 

Wednesday 25th  10.00 am 
2.30pm 

Eucharist 
Women’s Fellowship - Styal Life - Daily Life 
Inside a Female Prison 

 7.00pm Lent Group - Rectory 

Sunday 29th  10.30 Parish Communion 

Tuesday 31st   2.00pm & 7.00pm Lent Group – Rectory 

April Time Event 

Wednesday 1st 10.30 am Eucharist 

Sunday 5th   
08.30 am 

Palm Sunday 
Holly Communion (BCP) 

 10.30 am 
12.00pm 

Parish Communion  
Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM) 

Monday 6th 7.30pm Stations of the Cross – St Nicks. 

Tuesday 7th 7.30pm  Taize Evening Prayer 

Wednesday 8th 10.00 am 
2.30pm 

Eucharist 
Women’s Fellowship – Nature Talk 

Thursday 9th 6.00pm Agape Meal – St Nicks 

Friday 10th 2.00pm Hour at the foot of the cross – St Nicks 

Sunday 12th 10.30am Easter Sunday- Parish Communion 

Wednesday 22nd   10.00 am Eucharist 

 2.00pm Women’s Fellowship – ‘Ave you ad’ the 
Doctor? 

Sunday 26th 10.30am Parish Communion 
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PCC Report – 21 January 2020 

 

A report from the recent Parochial Church Council (PCC) held on  

• SNC has been invited to join the Major Churches Network as a ‘Major Church’ 
due to our grade 2* listing. It was agreed we will join this organisation and get a 
national listing. 

• A Standing Committee is to be introduced and will consist of Chair of PCC 
Rachel Mann, other clergy, Churchwardens Jane Cawley and Alison Mills, and a 
member of the Safeguarding team, Julie Bodgers. Jane Cawley was elected as 
Vice-Chair of PCC. Jane will chair meetings of the PCC and Standing Committee 
in Rachel’s absence.  

• Safeguarding: Giles Elliott and Julie Bodgers are our Safeguarding Officers; they 
are working on obtaining permission to complete on-line DBS checks.  

• Next phase of Building Work update: 
• The DAC (Diocesan Advisory Committee) visited church on Wednesday 

8th January. The group consisted of the Archdeacon of Manchester Karen 
Lund, Rev David Penny, Richard Southern (Architect), Rachel Grimshaw, 
(Architect), Rachel Mann, Alison Mills, Tony Witty, Andrew Bennison.  

• Alison M gave a brief report on the visit. The DAC members visited key 
areas for development in the church building. The proposals to repair high 
windows in various states of decay, to re-position the large front entrance 
doors and to fit an inner glass door, to create a welcome space in the 
foyer and to repair the ceiling was well received. The proposal to create 
an adult ‘changing’ room was not accepted, they felt it was too intrusive in 
the foyer, but the DAC did agree that the right -hand storeroom in the 
entrance could work as a disabled toilet and they suggested the existing 
toilet should remain in place to serve visitors to the new community room. 
They liked the idea of moving the first set of doors on the corridor back to 
beyond the entrance to the vestry and to remove the vestry doors to 
leave an open plan area to the choir vestry entrance. They seemed to 
approve of a new vestry door being fitted in the vestry narrow corridor as 
a security measure. They were receptive to the re-fitting of the’ choir 
vestry’ as a community room available for hire with a kitchenette. There 
was further discussion on possibly replacing the majority of the pews with 
chairs, this was well received .As the DAC members left the building, they 
gave positive feedback. A decision on whether our plans will be approved, 
and we can apply for a faculty will be made on 3rd February at the next 
meeting of the DAC. 

• Timeline provided by AB:   
o 9th February, A3 versions of the plans to be made available to 

the congregation with discussion and question and answer 
session after coffee. 

o 2nd March, deadline for next release of NHLF funding.  
o 2 open Saturday events, one will be 14th March to coincide with 

the coffee morning.  
o RM and TW to prepare bids for smaller grants but they can only 

be submitted once the NHLFT funding has been granted. 
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o Building group to meet on 5th Feb to continue to discuss the 
idea of a heritage project on ‘Growing up in Burnage’ to be 
presented in a variety of ways with interactive technology, 
podcasts, displays. 

• Junior Church: After discussion it was agreed that we will prepare ‘activity bags’ 
for any children we welcome to Church. 

• Weekly pew sheet refresh – on- going discussion on this, further review at March 
PCC. 

• M.A.P. looked at the new website, discussed sharing social media handles (via 
newsletter, website, power point) this has all been addressed. We have an 
updated ‘Welcome leaflet’. Ollie to help with the design of a new logo for Church 
(still awaiting some design proposals) – ongoing . Alison M reported that the 
ESOS Energy Audit conducted in December has been completed and we 
received a first draft.  

• Saturday Café: it was agreed at MAP that we will continue to run these events 
and review in April.  

• Reports: 
Fabric: flooding in boiler room Andy M fitted a new pump 

Treasurer: heating bills takes 32% of all our income, new boilers are no 

more efficient than the previous boilers but if we can automate smart 

control of the heating then we can use it more efficiently. Andy M has 

been in contact with Dean’s heating and further discussion will follow. 

Income is down year on year, 2018/19 total giving £39K 2019/20 now 

£34K, envelope giving has declined. Contactless giving now brings in 

approx. £1300 a year. We need £125 per day to keep the church running 

and open £45K per year 

We need a concerted effort to increase our giving as factors such as: a 

decrease in hall rental, we have lost some long- term hall users, but casual 

party events are improving 

Friends: Current account £6,687.02 (£1300 expenses including donation 
to ‘Realms of Glory’ since last PCC), money is used for refreshments for 
various events and to prop up flower fund. 
RAINBOWS: are at capacity, congratulations to Claire on her appointment 

as District Commissioner (the appointment runs for 3 years).  

• Worship Group: met last week, discussed life events flyer and new life events 
calendar. This is ready for printing. GM offered to send cards to children who 
have been baptised. 

• Deanery News: Formal consultation of proposed Deanery changes still open on 
Diocesan website, please complete a survey form. 

•  St.Chad’s/St.Nick’s : Clergy and wardens met in December, plans are in place for 
clergy swap, songs of praise services and SNC to visit SCC on Sunday March 1st 
for St.Chad’s Day.  

• Churches together in Burnage:  small delegation were welcomed to SNC on 
21.01.2020 for Morning Prayer followed by coffee and brioche at the rectory.  

• Meeting closed with a prayer. 

• Next meeting Tuesday 10thMarch, 7.00pm at the rectory 
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The Parish Church of St Nicholas Burnage 
 

Sunday Services   

8.30 am  Eucharist (BCP) 
10.30 am Family Service and Eucharist 
 
For Saints and other weekday Services, please see the Diary page inside the magazine. Holy Baptism on 3rd 
Sunday of each month at 10.30 a.m.  
Holy Communion is taken to the housebound by arrangement with the Minister. 

Minister Rev’d Canon Rachel Mann 
0161 432 7009 

  

Curates  Rev’d Andrew Bennison 
Rev’d Alan Simpson 

  

Churchwardens Mrs Alison Mills 
(07932071977)  

Organists Mr Oliver Mills (07786 337087) 

 Ms Jane Cawley (07745 392 
374) 

 Ms Elizabeth Bray 

Assistant 
Wardens 

Mr Fred Murphy  

Mrs Grace Manley  

Ms Jill Lomas  

Mrs Julie Crossley  

Mrs Louise Hollingsworth 

Hon. 
Treasurer 

Mr Andrew Mills (07802403991) 

 Minutes 
Secretary 

Mrs Ann Ackerman 

 Deanery 
Synod 

Mrs Grace Manley  

Mrs Christine Price 

  Mrs Christine Price 

Elected on PCC Mrs Lyn Rimmer, (electoral 
Roll Officer) 

Mrs Margaret Witty 

Mr Tony Witty 

Mrs Alison Cullen 

Ms Michaila Roberts 

Mrs Julie Bodgers 

Ms Nicola Naylor 

Mr Giles Elliott 

Magazine 
Editor 

Magazine 
Distribution 

 

Storm Janeway 

 

Mrs Brenda Maclese 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

www.st-nicholas-church.org.uk 
St Nicholas Church, Kingsway, Manchester, M19 1PL 

 

 


