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Church Diary  
 

Date Time Event 
 
January 

  

Sunday 6th  The Epiphany 
 8.30 am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 10.30 am Parish Communion 
Wednesday 9th      10.00 am Eucharist 
 2.30 pm Women’s Fellowship – Dogs for Good – Miss 

Helen White 
Sunday 13th    Second Sunday of Epiphany 
 8.30 am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 10.30 am Parish Communion 
Wednesday 16th       10.00 am Eucharist 
Sunday 20th        Third Sunday of Epiphany 
 8.30 am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 10.30 am Parish Communion 
Wednesday 23rd   10.00 am Eucharist 
 2.30 pm Women’s Fellowship – The History of Pyrex – Mrs 

Diana Leitch 
Sunday 27th   Fourth Sunday of Epiphany 
 8.30 am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 10.30 am Parish Communion 
Wednesday 30th  10.00 am Eucharist 
 
February 

  

Sunday 3rd   Proper 1 
 8.30 am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 10.30 am Parish Communion 
Tuesday 5th  7.30 pm Taize Evening Prayer 
Wednesday 6th  10.00 am Eucharist 
Sunday 10th   Proper 2 
 8.30 am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 10.30 am Parish Communion 
Wednesday 13th 10.00 am Eucharist 
 2.30 pm Women’s Fellowship – The Burnage Foodbank – 

Mrs Margaret Witty 
Saturday 16th  10.30 till 

noon 
Women’s Fellowship Coffee Morning 
All Welcome 
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Sunday 17th   Proper 3 
 8.30 am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 10.30 am Parish Communion 
Wednesday 20th  10.00 am Eucharist 
Sunday 24th   2nd Sunday before Lent 
 8.30 am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 10.30 am Parish Communion 
Wednesday 27th  10.00 am Eucharist 
 2.30 pm Women’s Fellowship – Adventures at General 

Synod – Rev Canon Rachel Mann 

   
 
    
Deadline for March/Apri l Edit ion: 15th February! 
 

 
 
Cover image, Prayer for the New Year, and Crossword from 
www.parishpump.co.uk, used with permission.  
 
For an easy way to donate to church funds when you shop on line, please register 
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk  

 
Prayer for the New Year 
 
Father of all, 
You gave Jesus to be the light of the whole world. Help us to receive His 
light and to reflect it. Help us not to limit the extent of your love by the 
restrictions of our own understanding. Give us wisdom to look upwards and 
outwards and to allow your Holy Spirit to transform us day by day as we 
serve you. Thank you for the gift of wisdom and for those who respond to 
your prompting to find Jesus. 
 
In His name,  
Amen. 
 
by Daphne Kitching 
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Rachel writes… 
  
New Year has some perennial themes: resolutions to change our habits, 
determination to get fit and lose weight, and a desire to start afresh after 
what’s often been a long and challenging year. It’s so tempting to make New 
Year’s Resolutions. I know myself well enough now that that there’s pretty 
much no point in me attempting to make them. I know I shall be on a hiding 
to nothing! As the proverb says, ‘the road to hell is laid with good intentions’,  
and so often I find I can’t follow my intentions through with action! 
 
Just because it can be tricky to change our habits or ideas, it doesn’t mean 
one should simply ignore the opportunities presented by a new year. This 
year presents many. One thing you will notice this year, is that the PCC has 
agreed to try something fresh with the magazine. 
 
Rather than having twelve issues this year, we shall have six ‘double’ issues. 
The aim is to both improve the quality and content of the magazine, as well 
as address the growing printing costs of twelve issues. This bi-monthly 
magazine will – we hope – be larger and reflect a wider range of voices and 
content. Going bi-monthly will also give us greater time to collect content. 
On behalf of the PCC, I should like to thank Giles, our editor, who is staying 
on. However, a group of us will aim to support him by working hard to 
collect content for inclusion in the magazine. If you have ideas for a feature, 
please don’t hesitate to approach me or the Church Wardens. Furthermore, 
for those of you who are wondering, the Diocesan Magazine, Crux, will still 
be available year round and your subscription includes it. 
 
This year will also see movement on our plans for the next stage of building 
development. I hope we can firm up the next steps – in terms of repair work, 
as well as developing the lobby area and choir vestry – very soon. As ever, 
the work will be dependent on raising money. I genuinely hope that the vast 
burden of this won’t fall on the congregation. We are well placed to draw 
money from national grant-making bodies. However, as ever, we shall also 
need to find some match funding. I am open to some creative ways of 
raising funds, so don’t hesitate to speak to me about any ideas you may 
have. I have one or two thoughts myself, but I shall keep my powder dry for 
the moment! 
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The crucial thing, always, is to place all we do in the context of serving God. 
Our magazine, for example, is a key way we share information and ideas 
within the community, but its role is part of a wider commitment to service 
and mission. St Nick’s remains a wonderful place full of amazing people, but 
we do not exist to be an inward-looking club. We are God’s people called to 
serve a world in need with love and grace. That’s also why having our 
building in high repair matters; not so that it looks pretty (though that is 
lovely!), but so we can be a place where God is available for all in our parish. 
 
As we enter a new year I sense, as ever, exciting and interesting times. We 
would be foolish as a community to be complacent or over-confident. The 
nature of church life is that it has vulnerability and precariousness built into it. 
Why? Because, Church is not a building, but a community, and communities 
comprise real flesh-and-blood, vulnerable human beings. However, this is 
also our strength and hope. I never cease to be moved by the fact that God 
emptied himself into frail flesh, in Jesus Christ. The promise of salvation, 
redemption and new life is found in a human being who is also God. Our 
precariousness is also our openness to new possibilities and change. 
Growth can happen, in numbers and faith. 
 
These, then, are challenging times because there are so many uncertainties 
in religious and political and economic life. Who knows what this year may 
bring. Yet, that is also exciting. For God is faithful and generous and delights 
in us when we seek to be faithful and gracious in return. Let us, then, 
approach this new year in trust. God is good and gracious. In times of trial 
and times of abundance he shall be with us. 

           Rachel  x  
 
An Anniversary to Remember 
 
On 17th November, the Diocese of Manchester held a service at Boggart 
Hole Clough, Blackley, to celebrate 100 years of women’s suffrage. 
Organisers invited local churches to march with banners depicting historical 
and contemporary women from our communities. 
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The focus of our banner is our very own Rector, borrowing imagery from the 
iconic 1940’s Rosie The Riveter poster, as she’s inspired and encouraged us 
personally. We made images to depict initiatives led by women at St 
Nicholas, including the Women’s Fellowship, Girl Guides, WI, Flower League, 
Food Bank, Inclusive Church and Mother’s Union. 

 
We spoke to many of you about your 
memories, heroes and favourite parts of 
our parish’s history. This was a joy, 
since we – as women and non-binary 
people – can participate and create 
irreverent banners thanks only to the 
militant efforts of the suffragettes and 
the legacy of the women of this parish. 
A stand out was a gorgeous piece of 
creative writing dating from the 

founding of the Women’s Fellowship in 1959 
 
The day of the march itself was fortunately sunny. The liturgy – written by 
Rachel – and prayers for further equality were accompanied by small 
children who unwound strands of white, purple and green ribbon, the 
colours adopted by the Women’s Social and Political Union to represent 
Justice, Dignity and Hope. 

Women’s Fellowship 
 
Our first meeting is on 23rd January: Mrs Diana Leitch will be talking 
on ‘The History of Pyrex. 
 
On 13th February Mrs Margaret Witty is talking  about Burnage Food 
Bank, and on 27th February Canon Rachel Mann is talking on 
‘Adventures at General Synod’.  
 
All these meetings are open meetings. In addition, everyone is 
welcome to the Coffee Morning on Saturday 16th February, from 
10.30 till noon 
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Know your Church Building – Two 
Little Figures Seldom Seen! 
 
The small area on the north side of the church building is labeled ‘North 
Transept’ – this is where the war memorial is situated.  
 
At the right hand side of the war memorial one finds two internal angles in 
the wall – across these two angles are small triangular stone shelves with 
emblems described in the ‘Daily Dispatch’ dated 24th September 1932, as 
follows: 
 

 
Bevan Taylor, 4th December 2018 

 

 Introducing Cosmas & Benedict 

 
Dear all,  
 
As many of you know, Stuart and I lost our beloved miniature poodle, 
Rufus, in December 2016. We had had him from being 9 weeks old 
and he died after 13 very faithful and happy years with us. We did 
what many bereaved pet owners do at the time, vowed that we 
‘couldn’t put ourselves through that loss again… no way!’  Well, if you 
want to make God laugh, then tell him your plans… 
 
At the end of May this year, Stuart and I travelled to Anglesey to 
collect a puppy…!  A little red miniature poodle who we named 
Cosmas (after St Cosmas of Aetolia, an I8th century monastic and 

A novel feature which has just been completed is the Scout 
and Guide corner which contains the wolf cub and Brown Owl 
emblems of the younger sections of the Baden-Powell 
Movement 
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mystic within the Greek Orthodox Church). Many of you met him for 
the first time when we had our trial pet service in mid-July, he was 
impeccably behaved in church and I would expect no less! 

 
 Although we were more than content with 
the new addition to our home and family, 
we were persuaded by Stuart’s sister, to 
seek a little brother for Cosmas… so on 
the 30th November we travelled to 
Southport to collect another little miniature 
poodle, who we have named Benedict 
(after my favourite saint, St Benedict of 
Nursia - father of monasticism and the 
patron saint of Europe - which seems 
somewhat appropriate given current 

affairs!). 
 
After a gruelling day at the office, it is 
truly wonderful to return home to be 
greeted by a pair of wagging tails and 
to see that at least two of God’s lovely 
creatures are actually happy and even 
pleased to see me!   
 
I cannot underestimate the importance 
of pets; for some, our furry friends are 
the only companionship that they 
experience. I truly give thanks to God 
for the gift of my canine companions 
and I look forward to many long and 
loving years of enjoying their faithful friendship and companionship!  
 

Fr Alan 
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Christmas and Later 
 
A glimmer of Hope 
A glimpse of Peace 
Curiously waiting 
For the night to appear 
When the babe of our hearts 
Is here once again 
 
We wait impatiently 
For the dawning day 
Where our Christ Child 
Waits, at the edge 
Of our hearts. 
Behold – he knocks. 
 
Let Him enter our lives, 
Welcome Him with your love. 
Follow Christ’s pathway 
And let Him lead us; 
Onwards with courage 
And resolution and joy. 
 
We, aiming to find 
A lonely soul (s) 
Who is waiting and searching, 
For help and purpose 
In their lives, 
Chanting prayers of praise and Hope. 
 
We think of the Wise Men 
Who journeyed home 
After God warned them in a dream 
Of Herod’s plan  
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to massacre young babies, 
To find the Messiah Christ. 
 
Christ entered the world  
With evil stalking Him, 
Then also evil plaguing Him 
Throughout His ministry, 
But Jesus, Christ God, gained 
Salvation for us, from the Cross. Amen 
 

  Irene Smith M. Theol 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Children’s Society Coffee Morning & 
Box Opening 

At 
25, Berwick Avenue, Heaton Mersey 

On 
Saturday 26th January 

10.30 – 12 noon 
Coffee & Biscuits £1 

 
Box Holders: please bring your boxes to the 

coffee morning! 
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‘In Camera’: Rachel’s Favourite Films 
 
(Editorial note: A new column in which the Rector introduces some of her 
favourite films and invites you to go away and watch them for yourself …) 
 
‘Gosford Park’ (Dir: Robert Altman, 2001) 
 
A recent post on social media asked people to list films they could watch 
endlessly, never ceasing to take pleasure or comfort in them. Robert 
Altman’s 2001 film, Gosford Park, falls into that category for me. Set during 
a shoot at a country house in the early 1930s, the film is both a classic 
murder-mystery, as well as a study in English ideas of class, etiquette and 
snobbery. Even if it wasn’t brilliantly made, it has a cast to die for, including 
Maggie Smith, Derek Jacobi, Helen Mirren and Michael Gambon. 
Furthermore, its script was written by Downton Abbey writer Julian Fellowes 
and it brings out all the nuances of Upstairs-Downstairs life. It’s easily the 
best thing he’s written. However, it’s much more than the sum of its parts. 
Its director, the late Robert Altman, was famous for encouraging his casts to 
improvise around scripts and it produces some electric dialogue. Over two-
hours, we witness how a disparate group of people come together one 
November weekend in 1932, seemingly with one thing on their mind: Sport. 
Yet, as the weekend unfolds and one of their number is killed, all sorts of 
secrets and family lies begin to emerge. It’s beautiful, beguiling and has a 
wonderful score featuring songs from Ivor Novello (who happens to be one 
of the guests for the weekend). Dig this film out and enjoy!  
Rachel x 
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Across 
 
1  Protective covering recommended to the Ephesians (Ephesians 6:11) (6) 
4  The number of apostles (Matthew 10:2) (6)  
8  Tenth-century Bishop of Augsberg for 48 years, who became the first 
saint to be canonized by a pope (5)  
9  ‘Do not — what is evil but what is good’ (3 John 11) (7)  
10 Reading desk in a church (7)  
11 ‘He looked up and said, “I see people; they look like — walking around”’ 
(Mark 8:24) (5)  
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12 One of the qualities that Paul exhorted Timothy to pursue (1 Timothy 
6:11) (9) 
17 One of the meaningless pleasures acquired by the Teacher (Ecclesiastes 
2:8) (5) 
19 ‘Like — babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in 
your salvation’ (1 Peter 2:2) (7) 
21 Jesus said that Moses allowed this only because men’s hearts were hard 
(Matthew 19:8) (7) 
22 Girl’s name (5)  
23 Most sagacious (Judges 5:29) (6)  
24 How Stephen, the first Christian martyr, died: after being — (Acts 7:59) 
(6) 
 
Down 
 
1  A Jew whom Paul met in Corinth, whose wife was Priscilla (Acts 18:2) (6) 
2  For example, turning water into wine, feeding the five thousand, walking 
on water (John 7:21) (7) 
3  Abram’s relationship to Lot (Genesis 14:12) (5)  
5  ‘Jesus answered, “It is —: ‘Man does not live by bread alone.’”’ (Matthew 
4:4) (7)  
6  ‘Peace I — with you; my peace I give you’ (John 14:27) (5)  
7  ‘May the Lord deal with me, be it — — severely, if anything but death 
separates you and me’ (Ruth 1:17) (4,2)  
9  Lack of knowledge (Acts 17:30) (9)  
13 This woman ‘followed Paul and believed’ after his words to the 
Areopagus in Athens (Acts 17:34) (7)  
14 Or noise (anag.) (7)  
15 ‘Even though I walk through the valley of the — of death, I will fear no evil’ 
(Psalm 23:4) (6)  
16 ‘ — Christian soldiers, marching as to war’ (6)  
18 Saver (anag.) (5)  
20 ‘Unless a grain of — falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a single 
seed’ (John 12:24) (5) 
 
 
Solutions: page 14 
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Parish Registers  
Apologies: unfortunately these figures are not available for November as we 
go to press. 

 
Church Duty Rota 
 
Date Warden 

8.30am 
Warden 
10.30am 

Altar 
Server 

Lay 
Assistants 

Sides-
people 

January 
6th   Fred 

Murphy 
Jane 
Cawley 

Nikki 
Naylor 

Nikki N 
Jill L 

Lyn R 
Ann A 

13th    Fred 
Murphy 

Alison Mills Brenda 
Maclese 

Brenda M 
Cliff S 

Anne T 
Anne H 

20th    Fred 
Murphy 

Jill Lomas Jane 
Cawley 

Jane C 
Claire C 

Sybil G 
Alison C 

27th   Fred 
Murphy 

Grace 
Manley 

Peter 
Cullen 

Peter C 
Alison C 

Eunice W 
Emily C 

February  
3rd Fred 

Murphy 
Louise 
Hollings-
worth 

Louise 
Hollings-
worth 

Louise H 
Grace M 

Brenda M 
Beth C 

10th  Fred 
Murphy 

Julie 
Crossley 

Peter 
Cullen 

Peter C 
Alison C 

Lyn R 
Ann A 

17th Fred 
Murphy 

Jane 
Cawley 

Steven 
Bottomley 

Margaret V 
Alison M 

Margaret V 
Michael V 

24th  Fred 
Murphy 

Alison Mills Nikki 
Naylor 

Lyn R 
Julie C 

Sybil G 
Alison C 

 
Crossword Solutions 
ACROSS: 1, Armour. 4, Twelve. 8, Ulric. 9, Imitate. 10, Lectern. 11, Trees. 
12, Endurance. 17, Harem. 19, Newborn. 21, Divorce. 22, Erica. 23, Wisest. 
24, Stoned.  
DOWN: 1, Aquila. 2, Miracle. 3, Uncle. 5, Written. 6, Leave. 7, Ever so. 9, 
Ignorance. 13, Damaris. 14, Erosion. 15, Shadow. 16, Onward. 18, Raves. 
20, Wheat. 
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Organisations 
 
The Maker’s Club (Sunday School)  
Mrs. Margaret Witty (0161 432 2933) 
For all children aged 3 years upwards in the hall from 10.15 a.m 
 
Women’s Fellowship  
Chairman: Mrs Ann Holmes (0161 434 2245) 
Second and Fourth Wednesdays at 2.30 pm 
 
Confirmation Classes 
For young people and adults by arrangement with the Minister. 
 
Rainbows 
For girls aged 5 to 7 years. 
Wednesday evening, 6 pm to 7 pm, in the church hall  

Church Hal l  Bookings 
 

Church Hal l and Glass Room are available for 
hire. 

 
Details are on our website: 

www.st-nicholas-church.org.uk 
 

For bookings please contact: 
 

Alison Mil ls (0793 207 1977) 
al ison@glensidemi l ls.co.uk 
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The Parish Church  
of St Nicholas Burnage 
 
Sunday Services   

8.30 a.m  Eucharist (BCP) 
10.30 a.m. Family Service and Eucharist 

For Saints and other weekday Services, please see the Diary page inside the magazine. 
Holy Baptism on 3rd Sunday of each month at 10.30 a.m.  
Holy Communion is taken to the housebound by arrangement with the Minister. 

Minister Rev’d Canon Rachel Mann 
0161 432 7009 

  

Curate  Rev’d Alan Simpson   

Churchwardens Mrs Alison Mills 
(07932071977)  

Organists Mr Oliver Mills (07786 
337087) 

 Ms Jane Cawley (07745 
392 374) 

 Ms Elizabeth Bray 

Assistant 
Wardens 

Hon. 
Treasurer 

Mr Andrew Mills 
(07802403991) 

 Minutes 
Secretary 

Mrs Ann Ackerman 

 Deanery 
Synod 

Mrs Grace Manley  

  Mrs Christine Price 

 

Mr Fred Murphy  

Mrs Grace Manley  

Ms Jill Lomas  

Mrs Julie Crossley  

Mrs Louise Hollingsworth 

  

Elected on PCC Magazine 
Distribution 

Mrs Brenda Maclese 

 Missionary 
Secretary 

Mrs Margaret Vessey 

   

   

   

 

Mrs Lyn Rimmer, (electoral 
Roll Officer) 

Mrs Margaret Witty 
Mr Tony Witty 
Mrs Alison Cullen 
Ms Michaila Roberts 
Mrs Julie Bodgers 

Ms Nicola Naylor 

Mr Giles Elliott   

www.st-nicholas-church.org.uk 
St Nicholas Church, Kingsway, Manchester, M19 1PL 

 


