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Church Diary November 2018 
 

Date Time Event 
Sunday 4th  All Saints Day 
 8.30 am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 10.30 am Parish Communion 
Tuesday 6th  7.30 pm Finance Group meeting , setting budgets for 2019 

( 2 Glenside Drive) 
 7.30 pm Taize Evening Prayer 
Wednesday 8th      10.00 am Eucharist 
 2.30 pm Women’s Fellowship – Dogs for Good – Miss 

Helen White 
Friday 9th  7.30 pm Luna Rossa will be performing. Help needed on 

the night, please sign up if you can help. 
Sunday 11th    Remembrance Sunday 
 8.30 am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 10.30 am Parish Communion 
Monday 12th  7.00 pm Finance Group meeting 2, Glenside Drive 
 7.30 pm Planning meeting for World Day of Prayer (Jill to 

represent St Nick’s) 
Tuesday 13th  7.30 pm Dementia-friendly group planning meeting, rectory 
Wednesday 14th       10.00 am Eucharist 
 2.30 pm Women’s Fellowship ‘Pieces of Paper’, Mr 

Christopher Makepeace 
Sunday 18th    2nd Sunday before Advent  
 8.30 am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 10.30 am Parish Communion 
Wednesday 21st   10.00 am Eucharist 
 2.30 pm Women’s Fellowship –  
Sunday 25th   Christ the King 
 8.30 am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 10.30 am Parish Communion 
Wednesday 28th  10.00 am Eucharist 
 2.30 pm Women’s Fellowship ‘Christmas Crackers’ Revd 

Derek Davidson 
Friday 30th  Fog Lane Tree Lighting event, refreshments in church from 5.00 

to 7.00, please volunteer to help at this event. 

     
   Deadline for December Edition: 15th November! 

      Cover image, from www.parishpump.co.uk, used with permission.  
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Rachel writes… 
  
When I was on Sabbatical last year I visited Nigel and Celia McCulloch. 
Nigel, some of you will recall, is the former Bishop of Manchester and he and 
Celia have retired to the edge of the Lake District. I’m glad to count Nigel 
and Celia as my friends, and it was good to check in on how life is for them 
in retirement. 
 
For many years, Nigel was the bishop with special responsibility for the 
Festival of Remembrance, held annually at the Royal Albert Hall. My father, 
who watches the event without fail, loved to see Nigel in action, as it gave 
him an excuse to say to me, ‘I saw your mate in action.’ Since retirement, 
Nigel has become the overall Head of Remembrance for the Royal British 
Legion and he was kind enough to give my book on the Great War, ‘Fierce 
Imaginings’, a stellar review in the Church Times. 
 
When we met we talked about the future of Remembrance. I said to him, 
‘Well, I guess after November 2018, that’ll be it, won’t it? That’ll be the peak 
of remembrance and then things will quieten down.’ To my surprise, he said, 
‘I don’t think so. You forget that from 2019 onwards we’ll start a cycle of 
remembering the Second World War.’ 
 
Nigel is right, of course. 2019 will mark eighty years since the outbreak of the 
Second World War. Now that combatants and survivors are reaching the 
edge of their life-spans there is likely to be a frenzy of interest. Given that the 
Second War lasted six years, this is going to be a long process. The Great 
War may become less interesting for a while, but Remembrance is going 
nowhere. 
 
To say that Remembrance is going nowhere will divide opinion. For some, 
the ongoing remembrance of the twentieth century’s wars is essential, for a 
variety of reasons. For some, the Second World War is a living memory; for 
others, the events of both the First and Second World Wars represent a kind 
of ‘peak’ of ‘Britishness’ or represent a vision of (what some Americans call) 
‘the greatest generation’. For others, there will be a profound sense of 
thanksgiving for the offering that others have made on their behalf. 
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Equally, there will be some who find Remembrance a strange and even 
distasteful set of rituals. Though there have been genuine efforts in recent 
decades to acknowledge the role of African, Asian and Caribbean people in 
the titanic efforts of 1914-18 and 1939-45, too often their role has been 
ignored. At the same time, others feel there is too much fixation on ancient 
events rather than on more recent conflicts. Some argue that we fixate on 
older wars because it’s safer to do that, for our role in more recent conflicts 
has been less noble. 
 
In my view, these tensions are not going away any time soon. You may 
prefer not to hear this, but recent events in the nation’s politics have 
revealed the depth of division in our society. Some suggest that the effects 
of the Referendum of 2016 may lead ultimately to the break-up of the Union 
itself. None of us can predict what the future shall look like.  
 
Some, however, will want Remembrance to be a thing around which 
everyone can gather and be united. Others will fear that should we attempt 
to do so, we are guaranteed to fail. We are simply a too diverse and 
complicated nation. 
 
In my view, ‘Remembrance’ is always going to be tricky. It has always been 
tricky. This November I shall remember my grandparents and my great-
aunts. I shall remember them because of the trauma they went through 
during the Great War. I shall remember my parents too as they had to live 
through the side-effects of the psychological and physical wounds their 
parents lived with. 
 
I shall also give thanks for the courage of those who stood up to fascism and 
hate in the Second War and pray we have the courage to remain vigilant in 
our time. I shall remember those on all sides who have been made victims 
because of the intemperate decisions of those in charge. Most of all, I shall 
remember that God calls us into a different way than War. We are called to 
peace and reconciliation. I pray that we will all have the courage to model it 
in our lives. 
 

           Rache l  x  
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Know your Church Building  
 
Sunday 11th November 2018 marks the 100th anniversary of the end of the 
First World War (1914-1918). The Parish of Saint Nicholas Burnage did not 
exist then, but in grateful memory of those who laid down their lives in this 
conflict I set out the details of the young men from this parish who gave their 
lives in the Second World War (1939-1945). The names and details first 
appeared in the parish magazine dated July 1946, but regrettably the name 
of J Arthur Hickson was not included at that date. However, his name was 
included on the War Memorial when the decision to erect one was made in 
1948.  
 
The 1939-1945 War Memorial is located in the North Transept includes 
these words: 

‘Greater love hath no man than this, 
That a man lay down his life for his friends’ 

It then includes the following names (the additional information is from 
records dated July 1946). 
 
John Bagshaw : Grenadier Guards, killed in action Salerno, 11th September 

1943 
William D Black: Sergeant Navigator-Observer, RAF VR, missing over Crete  

30th October 1941 
Michael Burton MC: Captain, South African Engineers, killed in action near  

Rayenna 12th April 1945 
J Malcolm Frazer: Royal Irish Fusiliers, killed in action in north Africa 7th April  

1943 
Brian Glover: Sergeant, RAF, missing over Germany 16th March 1944 
William H Gorton: Pilot Officer, RAF, killed in action over Deventer, Holland,  

31st May 1942 
S Dennis Gray: Sergeant-Pilot, RAF, missing over Germany 7th November 7th  

November 1941 
Gordon CW Gutersohn: Flight Sergeant, RAF, missing at Singapore, 14th  

February 1942 
J Arthur HIckson: Flying Officer, RAF (navigator), 19th January 1945 
Peter S Howes-Roberts: Sub-lieutenant, RNVR, missing off Havre, 29th  

December 1942 
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Leslie Marshall: Sergeant-pilot, RAF, killed in a flying accident in Canada, 21st  
August 1943 

Thomas B Turner: 2nd Lieutenant, Kings own Royal Rifles, killed in action  
near Abbeville 1st June 1940 

Herbert Warburton: RAF, accidentally killed on guard duties, 11th July 1943 
James C Wrigley: Sergeant-pilot, RAF, killed in action in the Western Desert  

12th June 1942 
1939-45 

Dedicated by the Revd Wilfrid Garlick, Sunday 5th March 1950 
 
(There is a photo of the war memorial on page 6 of the Visitors’ Guide, 
available in church for 50p) 

Bevan Taylor, 18th October, 2018 
 
People and Pronouns: 
Extending our welcome 
 
Several weeks ago St. James and Emmanuel in Didsbury hosted a 
conference titled ‘Extending the Table’ aimed at making the church more 
inclusive for trans people. There were several kinds of sessions over the 
course of the day - panels reflecting on the experience of trans people within 
the church, group discussions on how to improve inclusivity, informational 
talks on existing support programmes for trans people, and instructional 
sessions teaching attendees about the ever-evolving language around 
gender. 
 
This last panel is particularly interesting to me on a personal level. I am a 
non-binary person, something that causes confusion even among other 
LGBT people. ‘Non-binary’ is an umbrella term and means that a person 
does not identify as either a man or a woman. There are lots of different 
ways non-binary people define their own gender. Some people might identify 
as both male and female, some might identify as somewhere between male 
and female, and some, like me, might identify as neither male nor female. 
Many people have not met a non-binary person before, so here are some 
helpful tips when speaking to or about non-binary people: 
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Many non-binary people use the singular ‘they’ pronoun instead of ‘he’ or 
‘she’. The singular ‘they’ has been a part of the English language since 
1375, but it can still feel awkward to use if you’re not used to it. The best 
thing to do is to practice. For example, after talking to a non-binary person 
you could practice by thinking to yourself “It was so nice to see them at 
church. I’m glad they had a good week.”  
 
Sometimes you might use the wrong pronoun. It happens! The best thing to 
do is correct yourself and continue what you were saying. For example, you 
might say “I was talking to him, sorry, them, about volunteering at our next 
event”. Over-apologising brings more attention to the mistake and can make 
the person you’re speaking about feel awkward. Over-apologising also 
pressures them to comfort you about your mistake, when the situation is 
about making sure that they feel safe and comfortable.  
 
If you hear someone else use the incorrect pronoun for a non-binary person, 
it is best to politely correct them. For example, you can wait for the person to 
finish their sentence and then respond, “They use ‘they’, actually” or “Sorry, 
you said ‘she’ but that person uses ‘they’.” As a non-binary person, when I 
hear someone correct my pronoun to someone else I feel incredibly safe and 
loved.  
 
If you’re not sure about someone’s pronoun, it is usually ok to politely ask.  
 
Keeping the last point in mind, coming out can be very intimidating for non-
binary and trans people, especially in church settings. If you are meeting 
someone for the first time and are not sure about their pronoun, best 
practice is to let them know what your pronouns are. For example you might 
say “Is this your first time to St. Nicks? Welcome! I’m Mary and I use she/her 
pronouns.” Telling someone your pronouns lets them know they are in a safe 
place where they can be themselves, and invites them to also share their 
pronouns if they comfortable to do so.   
 
As I mentioned, many people are not aware of non-binary people and the 
language can take some getting used to. If you have any questions please 
feel free to ask me after church! 

    Lois Stone 
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 The Maker’s Club 
 
Where do I begin….. 
 

My story starts when I brought Jonathan to St Nicholas Sunday school in the 
‘New’ Hall when he was 5years old.  (He’s 34 now), where Mary Young was 
making a basket for Moses made out of blades of grass with the children.  
 

I was impressed and returned with Jonathan the following week.  To find the 
doors locked and no sign of a leader…I played some games with the 
children and then took them into church.  I should have got out whilst I could 
but that is where my journey with Sunday school began. 
 

In 1993 we decided to have a  competition to rename the Sunday school in 
an effort to breakaway from the stereotypical view of Sunday school. The 
Maker’s Club was born, with a membership badge too!! 
 

Alison brought Jenny to the Maker’s club in September 1998 when she was 
three and still couldn’t escape when she had Peter. Helena Lancaster was 
also sucked into the Maker’s Club vortex. I think you can see a subtle 
pattern emerging, for Tony it was slightly different in that I asked him to help 
for a short time to create a third group for the older children.  That was 18 
years ago!! 
 

Alison, Tony and myself have always worked well as a team evidenced by 
the years of commitment and dedication.  Which has made this decision in 
discussion with Rachel to close the Maker’s club particularly difficult. We 
remember all the happy times, days out and Christmas parties with Oliver 
writing a pantomime. 
 

Thanks to Rachel Alison and Jane for their continued support and to you the 
Church Family. 
 

I know I speak on behalf of Alison, Tony and myself when we say it has been 
a privilege and a pleasure to accompany these wonderful children and young 
people on their journey of faith. 
 

Margaret Witty 
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Notes on Manchester Cathedral 
 

It was originally St. Mary’s Church. In 1422 Henry V gave permission for the 
church to become a collegiate foundation although the endowment was 
revoked by Edward V1 in 1549. A new charter was later obtained from 
Elizabeth 1 in 1578 for St. Mary’s Church. 
 
It was not until 1847 that the building became a cathedral, for the then new 
Manchester Diocese. 
 
Much of the cathedral dates from the fifteenth century. It is believed, from 
relics found when the south door was dismantled, that parts of the building 
may have originated in Saxon times. 
 
In 1940, the cathedral sustained considerable bomb damage following a 
German air raid. The bishop’s cathedra includes carvings of kangaroos in 
memory of Bishop Moorhouse, an Australian. 
 
The cathedral is well worth a visit. The tram from East Didsbury stops at 
Exchange Square, very near the cathedral. 

                                      Brenda Maclese 

I would just like to say how much I enjoyed Last Night at the Proms. 
It was most enjoyable. 
I would like to thank the gentlemen in the car park. 
They were very helpful helping me park and also moving a car to 
help us to leave afterwards. 
 

Dorothy, Brenda Maclese’s sister.  
 
Brenda adds: Dorothy had a friend who needed the disabled place, 
and they were very grateful for all the help . 
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Parish Registers – September 2018 
 
Date Attendance Cash Envelopes Total 
2nd 44 128.35 271.50 399.85 
9th   38 61.00 224.00 285.00 
16th   47 3.95 372.00 375.95 
23rd 36 7.50 232.50 240.00 
30th 44 110.65 222.50 333.15 
Harvest envs     141.75 141.75 
Total  311.45 1464.25 1775.70 
     

St Nicholas Club Draw 
1st Prize: 62 (Alison Mills) 
2nd Prize: 32 (Tony Witty) 
 

 
 
Church Duty Rota – November 
 
Date Warden 

8.30am 
Warden 
10.30am 

Altar 
Server 

Lay 
Assistants 

Sides-
people 

4th   Fred 
Murphy 

Louise 
Hollings-
worth 

Jane 
Cawley 

Jane C 
Clare C 

Margaret V 
Michael V 

11th    Fred 
Murphy 

Julie 
Crossley 

Brenda 
Maclese 

Brenda M 
Cliff S 

Lyn R 
Ann A 

18th    Fred 
Murphy 

Jane 
Cawley 

Nikki 
Naylor 

Nikki N 
Grace M 

Brenda M 
Beth C 

29th   Fred 
Murphy 

Jill Lomas Steven 
Bottomley 

Lyn R 
Margaret V 

Sybil G 
Alison C 
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Organisations 
 
Women’s Fellowship  
Chairman: Mrs Ann Holmes (0161 434 2245) 
Second and Fourth Wednesdays at 2.30 pm 
 
Confirmation Classes 
For young people and adults by arrangement with the Minister. 
 
Rainbows 
For girls aged 5 to 7 years. 
Wednesday evening, 6 pm to 7 pm, in the church hall  

Church Hall Bookings 
 

Church Hall and Glass Room are available for hire. 
 

Details are on our website: 
www.st-nicholas-church.org.uk 

 
For bookings please contact: 

 
Alison Mills (0793 207 1977) 
alison@glensidemills.co.uk 
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The Parish Church  
of St Nicholas Burnage 
 
Sunday Services   

8.30 a.m  Eucharist (BCP) 
10.30 a.m. Family Service and Eucharist 

For Saints and other weekday Services, please see the Diary page inside the magazine. 
Holy Baptism on 3rd Sunday of each month at 10.30 a.m.  
Holy Communion is taken to the housebound by arrangement with the Minister. 

Minister Rev’d Canon Rachel Mann 
0161 432 7009 

  

Curate  Rev’d Alan Simpson   

Churchwardens Mrs Alison Mills 
(07932071977)  

Organists Mr Oliver Mills (07786 
337087) 

 Ms Jane Cawley (07745 
392 374) 

 Ms Elizabeth Bray 

Assistant 
Wardens 

Hon. 
Treasurer 

Mr Andrew Mills 
(07802403991) 

 Minutes 
Secretary 

Mrs Ann Ackerman 

 Deanery 
Synod 

Mrs Grace Manley  

  Mrs Christine Price 

 

Mr Fred Murphy  

Mrs Grace Manley  

Ms Jill Lomas  

Mrs Julie Crossley  

Mrs Louise Hollingsworth 

  

Elected on PCC Magazine 
Distribution 

Mrs Brenda Maclese 

 Missionary 
Secretary 

Mrs Margaret Vessey 

   

   

   

 

Mrs Lyn Rimmer, (electoral 
Roll Officer) 

Mrs Margaret Witty 
Mr Tony Witty 
Mrs Alison Cullen 
Ms Michaila Roberts 
Mrs Julie Bodgers 

Ms Nicola Naylor 

Mr Giles Elliott   

www.st-nicholas-church.org.uk 
St Nicholas Church, Kingsway, Manchester, M19 1PL 

 


