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Church Diary October 2018 
 

Date Time Event 
Tuesday 2nd  7.30 pm Taize Evening Prayer 
Wednesday 3rd     10.00 am Eucharist 
Sunday 7th  Trinit y 19 
 8.30 am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 10.30 am Parish Communion 
Wednesday 10th      10.00 am Eucharist 
 2.30 pm Women’s Fellowship – Dogs for Good – Miss 

Helen White 
Saturday 13th  7.30 pm Last Night of the Proms: ‘Best of British’ 

With Gtr Manchester Voices and Poynton Brass 
Band – see full page advert for more details 

Sunday 14th    Trinit y 20 
 8.30 am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 10.30 am Parish Communion 
Wednesday 17th       10.00 am Eucharist 
Friday 19th  7.30 pm Rector’s Quiz Night and Gin Tasting 
Saturday 20th  10.30 - 

noon 
Women’s Fellowship – Coffee Morning 

Sunday 21st       Trinit y 21 
 8.30 am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 10.30 am Parish Communion 
Wednesday 24th  10.00 am Eucharist 
 2.30 pm Women’s Fellowship – A visit to an Antique & 

Collectors Fair – Mrs E Hayhurst 
Sunday 28th   Trinit y 22 
 8.30 am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 10.30 am Parish Communion 

    
   
   Deadline for November Edition: 15th October! 
 

Cover image, and ‘St Denys’ from www.parishpump.co.uk, used with 
permission. Image of Durham Cathedral from http://photoeverywhere.co.uk used 
under Creative Commons licence. 
 
An easy way to donate to church funds when you shop on line, please register 
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk  
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Rachel writes… 
  
St Nick’s is the kind of open and generous place where fresh and creative 
things are welcomed and embraced. Over the years, I’ve always been 
grateful for the willingness of church members to try new approaches to 
worship, be flexible while building works go on, and enjoy the creative arts in 
our magnificent building. 
 
This month I want to write about the proposed next phase of work on the 
building. Now, I know this can generate weary groans among some. Building 
stuff is rarely something that sets hearts aflutter. However, at our most 
recent meeting, the PCC committed to exploring some very exciting plans 
for St Nick’s future. 
 
Before I outline them, it’s important to say this: the primary concern of the 
PCC and I is to ensure that St Nick’s never loses sight of its primary purpose 
as a place dedicated to the glory of God. We exist to worship God and one 
of the ways we do that is in being a servant community in our parish. The 
proposed plans seek to keep these primary purposes centre-stage. 
 
So, let’s begin with the more functional aspects of the plan. During the last 
phase of work, it was discovered that the high-level windows (the small 
stained-glass ones) are in a parlous state. These windows were not included 
in the original work. However, we managed to find some money in budget 
savings to repair some of the worst-hit windows, but there are several which 
require urgent repair.  
 
Equally, it will not have escaped your notice that the east entrance area is in 
need of work. While it is now watertight, it is unsightly and does not signal 
the level of welcome any of us should like. The next phase of work aims to 
address the twin concerns of the high-level windows and the east entrance, 
but to do so much more. 
 
Here’s the exciting bit, then: 
 
The PCC has engaged our architect to produce a feasibility study to explore 
the redevelopment of the east entrance (the Entrance Lobby) and Choir 
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Vestry. That, of course, shall involve redecoration, but also includes the 
prospect of opening-up that area.  
 
We are looking at adding glass doors to the entrance (whilst retaining the 
original doors). This would mean being able to have the original front doors 
open for services all year around. It would address the issue that many new 
people face when coming to St Nick’s: coming in through those imposing 
doors. Instead, the imposing doors would be held open and people could 
see in through the glass doors. 
 
In addition, we have increasingly found that we lack usable spaces for 
community and church use. Thus, the architect is going to look how we can 
adapt that front area so that it can be hired out by the community. It would 
involve looking at the current lavatory arrangements in that area, as well as 
adding a kitchenette in the choir vestry. It would need to be both wheelchair 
accessible as well as secure, so that the space could be hired out without 
giving immediate access to the church or Rector’s Vestry. 
 
A further area we want to look at is how we can make the main church 
space as flexible as possible, for both worship and community use. Some of 
you will recall that in about 2012/3 we looked at removing some of the pews 
and replacing them with chairs. We had general support for this, and – 
subject to certain conditions – support from the Diocesan Advisory 
Committee. This is something we want to revisit. 
 
Our pews are tricky and bulky items of furniture to work with. Whenever we 
have a Fair or a big community event they need to be moved around. This is 
a task that has become more wearisome over time. They also limit our 
options for worship, especially for Taizē. It also means that we are quite 
limited in how we might make the church area available for (appropriate) hire. 
Thus, we are considering the replacement of most of the pews with chairs. 
 
Clearly, this is a process that will take time and about which I hope to hear 
your views and opinions, both positive and negative. It is also predicated on 
raising substantial sums of money (again!). I appreciate that that side of 
things can be unpalatable, especially after you have been so very generous 
with donations not only for previous work on the roof, but also for our new 
boilers. 
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I genuinely hope that the main burden of raising money will not fall on our 
regular congregations. The proposed works are so major that we shall be 
dependent on the support of national as well as local sources for grants. I 
am confident that, as a nationally significant building already on the Historic 
England radar, we shall find a great deal of financial support for our work. 
 
Nonetheless, much responsibility will come back to us. We are the stewards 
of a mighty building and a fine heritage, but more than that, a people who 
keep alive a living faith. Our building without people and faith is but a 
clanging cymbal; with us it sings a symphony of love. If it can feel like a 
burden to keep the ‘show’ on the road, it is also our gift to be stewards of a 
building that can have so much to offer in the future. We are called to keep 
the rumour of God alive in Burnage, and more than that: to celebrate the 
vibrant presence of God in our community and beyond, yesterday, today 
and tomorrow. 

           Rache l  x  
Women’s Fellowship 
 
Anne has once again arranged an excellent programme for the Women's  
Fellowship. On the 12th September we met for tea, cakes and a cup of 
tea, and on 26th September we had our Harvest lunch. 
 
On October 10th we will be welcoming Miss Helen White who will be 
telling us about Dogs for Good. These dogs are trained to work with 
people who need help.  
 
20th October is our COFFEE MORNING 10.30 - 12pm everyone is 
welcome. 
 
On 24th October Mrs E  Hayhurst will talk on Antique & Collectors fair. 
 
If you would like to come along to the fellowship, you would be very 
welcome: we meet on the 2nd & 4th Wednesdays in the month. 
 

Brenda Maclese 
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The Rectories of Saint Nicholas 
 
Rectory  Number 1… 

• 1st October 1928: Rev Herbert A Barnett and Mrs Barnett moved 
into 137 Fog Lane, Didsbury (Temporary Rectory). 

• PCC Meeting 26th May 1932: The sale of the Temporary Rectory 
137 Fog Lane, Didsbury, realised £767 net. 

• Further information: This house in 1993 (61 years on!) was being 
offered for sale at £125,000. The same house in 2001 (69 years on!) 
was being offered for sale at £195,000. 

…Rectory  Number 2… 
• 6th April 1932: 7.30 pm Blessing of the New Rectory by the Rural 

Dean (Canon C P Keeling) prior to which a service was held in the 
Temporary Church Building (later “Old Parish Hall”).  

• Information at that time: The approximate cost of the New Rectory 
was £2,600: the Architect was Mr Robert Martin, Surveyor of 
Ecclesiastical Dilapidations, Church House, 90 Deansgate, 
Manchester. 

• Further information: This Rectory ("New" 1932 - "Old" 2001) was 
lived in by the first eight Rectors and their families and it was 
eventually vacated by the Rev T S R Chow and his family on 20th 
June 1995 and the Rectory was finally demolished on 24th July 
1999. 

…Rectory  Number 3 
• Present Rectory, on site of pair of semi-detached houses, numbered 

408 and 410 Kingsway: demolition of the houses commenced on 
17th September and was completed by 29th September 2001.  

• Occupied by Revd Paul and Mrs Judith Rolfe one week before the 
induction on 11th September 2003.  

 
(The above article, apart from the last item) was previously published in St 
Nicolas News November 2001) 

Bevan Taylor, 14th August, 2018 
 
Editor’s note: who wouldn’t want to have the job title of ‘Surveyor of 
Ecclestiastical Dilapidations’! 
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 Durham Cathedral 
 
Here is a little history about Durham Cathedral. 
 
There was a Saxon church before a Norman Cathedral was begun by 
Bishop William of Calais 
in 1003. Apart from the 
tower, the gallery and 
the Chapel of Nine 
Altars, most of the 
existing cathedral was 
completed in 1133. 
 
There are two transepts 
extending sideways 
from the main body of 
the cathedral. In the 
south transept is a 
medieval clock built by 
Peter Castell during the 
17th century. 
 
Durham has always 
been a place of 
pilgrimage on account 
of its close association 
with Celtic saints such 
as Cuthbert, Aidan, 
Oswald, Hilda and the 
Venerable Bede. 
 
Durham Cathedral has a lot of history and a great place to go and see 
… perhaps when there you might just see Michaila. 

Brenda Maclese 
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9th September: St Denys of Paris –  
why losing your head is not always a bad thing 
 
Have you ever held your head in your hands and felt that events were 
against you?   
 
Then Denys is the saint for you.  This Christian martyr knew all about holding 
his head in his hands when times got rough. 
 
According to Gregory of Tours, Denys was an Italian bishop who became 
the first bishop of Paris.  Along with five other bishops, he had been sent by 
the Pope to convert all of Gaul.  Denys reached Paris, where the common 
people welcomed him, and his preaching was met with great popular 
success.  In time he even went on to establish a Christian centre on an 
island in the Seine.  That was the beginning of Christianity in Paris. 
However, Gaul was still under Roman rule, and trouble began for Denys 
when in the year 250 the Emperor Decius issued an unusual Roman imperial 
edict.  All the citizens of the empire were required to sacrifice to the Emperor 
in order to prove their loyalty to the old ways. Once they had sacrificed, they 
could obtain a libellous (certificate) to prove they had complied.   This 
sacrifice was of course out of the question for any Christian, and Denys and 
several leading Christians in Paris refused.  Soon Denys, along with a priest 
called Rusticus and a deacon called Eleutherius, were imprisoned and 
beheaded.   
 
So loved had Denys been by the people that stories soon sprang up about 
how he had then picked up his head and carried it for ten kilometres, 
preaching a sermon as he walked. Today you can see a statue 
commemorating this unusual (!) event in the crypt of the Roman Catholic 
Basilica of Denys in Paris. 
 
Editor’s note: anywhere else know somewhere closer to home that is 
dedicated to St Denys? 
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Parish Registers – August 2018 
 
Date Attendance Cash Envelopes Total 
5th  39 51.00 275.00 326.00 
12th   34 48.60 195.60 244.20 
19th   63 85.20 345.15 430.35 
26th    42 51.30 217.50 268.80 
Total  236.10 1033.25 1269.35 
     

St Nicholas Club Draw 
1st Prize: 44 (Freda Evans) 
2nd Prize: 32 (Sybil Gawkrodgers) 
 

 
 
Church Duty Rota – October 
 
Date Warden 

8.30am 
Warden 
10.30am 

Altar 
Server 

Lay 
Assistants 

Sides-
people 

7th   Fred 
Murphy 

Jane 
Cawley 

Brenda 
Maclese 

Brenda M 
Cliff S 

Lyn R 
Ann A 

14th    Fred 
Murphy 

Alison Mills Louise 
Hollings-
worth 

Louise H 
Grace M 

Brenda M 
Beth C 

21st   Fred 
Murphy 

Jill Lomas Steven 
Bottomley 

Margaret V 
Julie C 

Anne T 
Anne H 

28th   Fred 
Murphy 

Grace 
Manley 

Nikki 
Naylor 

Lyn R 
Jill L 

Sybil G 
Alison C 
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Organisations 
 
The Maker’s Club (Sunday School)  
Mrs. Margaret Witty (0161 432 2933) 
For all children aged 3 years upwards in the hall from 10.15 a.m 
 
Women’s Fellowship  
Chairman: Mrs Ann Holmes (0161 434 2245) 
Second and Fourth Wednesdays at 2.30 pm 
 
Confirmation Classes 
For young people and adults by arrangement with the Minister. 
 
Rainbows 
For girls aged 5 to 7 years. 
Wednesday evening, 6 pm to 7 pm, in the church hall  

Church Hall Bookings 
 

Church Hall and Glass Room are available for hire. 
 

Details are on our website: 
www.st-nicholas-church.org.uk 

 
For bookings please contact: 

 
Alison Mills (0793 207 1977) 
alison@glensidemills.co.uk 
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The Parish Church  
of St Nicholas Burnage 
 
Sunday Services   

8.30 a.m  Eucharist (BCP) 
10.30 a.m. Family Service and Eucharist 

For Saints and other weekday Services, please see the Diary page inside the magazine. 
Holy Baptism on 3rd Sunday of each month at 10.30 a.m.  
Holy Communion is taken to the housebound by arrangement with the Minister. 

Minister Rev’d Canon Rachel Mann 
0161 432 7009 

  

Curate  Rev’d Alan Simpson   

Churchwardens Mrs Alison Mills 
(07932071977)  

Organists Mr Oliver Mills (07786 
337087) 

 Ms Jane Cawley (07745 
392 374) 

 Ms Elizabeth Bray 

Assistant 
Wardens 

Hon. 
Treasurer 

Mr Andrew Mills 
(07802403991) 

 Minutes 
Secretary 

Mrs Ann Ackerman 

 Deanery 
Synod 

Mrs Grace Manley  

  Mrs Christine Price 

 

Mr Fred Murphy  

Mrs Grace Manley  

Ms Jill Lomas  

Mrs Julie Crossley  

Mrs Louise Hollingsworth 

  

Elected on PCC Magazine 
Distribution 

Mrs Brenda Maclese 

 Missionary 
Secretary 

Mrs Margaret Vessey 

   

   

   

 

Mrs Lyn Rimmer, (electoral 
Roll Officer) 

Mrs Margaret Witty 
Mr Tony Witty 
Mrs Alison Cullen 
Ms Michaila Roberts 
Mrs Julie Bodgers 

Ms Nicola Naylor 

Mr Giles Elliott   

www.st-nicholas-church.org.uk 
St Nicholas Church, Kingsway, Manchester, M19 1PL 

 


