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Church Diary September 2018
Date
Sunday 2nd

Time

Tuesday 4th
Wednesday 5th
Saturday 8 th

8.30 am
10.30 am
7.30 pm
10.00 am
10.30 – 4

Sunday 9th

12.00 – 4

Monday 10th

8.30 am
10.30 am
7.30 pm

Wednesday 12th

10.00 am
2.30 pm

Sunday 16th

Monday 17th
Wednesday 19th
Sunday 23rd

Wednesday 26th

8.30 am
10.30 am
7.30 pm
10.00 am
8.30 am
10.30 am
10.00 am
2.30 pm

Sunday 30th
8.30 am
10.30 am

Event
Trinity 14
Holy Communion (BCP)
Parish Communion
Taize Evening Prayer
Eucharist
Heritage Open Day (including coffee morning
10.30-12.00)
Heritage Open Day
Trinity 15
Holy Communion (BCP)
Parish Communion
Dementia Friendly church planning meeting,
Rectory
Eucharist
Women’s Fellowship – Welcome Back: Tea,
Cake, and Chat
Trinity 16
Holy Communion (BCP)
Parish Communion
PCC, Glass Room
Eucharist
Trinity 17
Holy Communion (BCP)
Parish Communion
Eucharist
Women’s Fellowship – Harvest Lunch
Trinity 18
Holy Communion (BCP)
Parish Communion

Deadline for October Edition: 15th September!
Cover image from www.parishpump.co.uk, used with permission
An easy way to donate to church funds when you shop on line, please
register https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk
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Rachel writes…
September. For me, as for many, it will always be the month when
everything starts again. Perhaps, it’s because I’m someone who (as an
honorary Fellow at a local university) still has a foot in academia; perhaps, it’s
because I’ve never quite grown up; perhaps, it’s because all of us find that
our school experiences stay with us for the rest of our lives and September
is ‘back to school’ month.
Whatever the reason, September is the month when it can feel like the world
comes alive again. Kids go back to school, parents and teachers go back to
work, and in Church our eyes turn towards Harvest, Remembrance and,
well, dare I mention it, Advent and Christmas.
This autumn we approach a special time in the life of St Nick’s. Unbelievably,
it is ninety years since the foundation of the parish. This is surely something
worth celebrating. On December 9th (almost ninety years to the day since St
Nick’s foundation), the current Bishop of Middleton, Mark Davies, will join us
for a celebratory morning service, and lunch. I hope you will put the date in
your diary.
We shall begin with our Christingle at 10.30am, led by Mark, and our
Rainbow unit, followed by a lunch with sandwiches and cake and wine.
Friends from past and present shall be invited, including one or two of the
‘great and the good’. The most important thing, though, is to have you
there. If you think of someone we should invite to this celebration, please let
me or the Church Wardens know. It’s going to be a great day.
In addition, now we’ve completed our boiler project, it’s time to think about
how we can address some other aspects of our missional work. This is
going to involve a new phase of work on the building as we look to repair
some parts of it, as well as make it ever more flexible for the demands of the
church and wider community. Clearly, there are some pressing matters, not
least some urgent repairs to some of the church’s high-level windows and
bringing our front porch back to life, but the PCC and I are keen to see how
we make these works add to our ministry rather than damage it. We look
forward to sharing some ideas with you very soon.
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One area that the Mission Action Planning Group, a sub-group of the PCC,
has begun to explore is ‘dementia-friendly church’. Dementia is something
that affects the whole community and it is surely only right that churches
work to become places where those with dementia, their families and
friends, are especially welcome. This autumn we expect to move this work
forward as we plan not only a special service, but look towards developing
some dementia-friendly events. It will be an important part of our mission of
service and an expression of our commitment to Inclusive Church.
All in all, then, there will be much going on, in addition to the usual round of
Church activities and plans. I hope that the mission work of St Nick’s is
something we can all feel part of and have a stake in. After all, we are called
to grow into the likeness of Jesus Christ. This includes not only being faithful
to our call to holy living, but showing willingness to be representatives of the
Good News. As things get going again this autumn, I really hope you will be
inspired to not only get involved, but dare to dream of new ideas and share
your hopes with me, the Curate, the Wardens and the wider leadership
team. Exciting times lie ahead.

Rachel x
Letter from the Burnage Food Bank
Hi Folks
We are very grateful for all the support you give to us, and for your generous
donations. So I thought it was only fair to give you a progress report. Over
the financial year April 2017-March 2018 the number of people that came to
the foodbank was 1836, which equates to the fact that we provided 18,360
meals. This is a substantial increase in our previous year and can be related
to a number of reasons, including the roll out of Universal Credit in the area,
which means that people have to wait five or six week for their benefits.
They can claim for a Hardship grant, which then has to be paid back. By
which time they have accrued debt as often their Housing Benefit has been
stopped. Other factors are being sanctioned, which means that your
benefits are stopped for anything up to five or six weeks. Following an article
that revealed that children were malnourished returning to school after the
holidays, we are now working with Burnage schools, who issue vouchers to
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the families, who would normally receive free school meals during term time.
It's not only people that are on benefits that attend the foodbank it is people
that are in work on a minimum wage or on zero-hour contracts. An
unexpected bill or children needing shoes can make it impossible to
manage.
This has impacted on our stocks and although Tesco customers have
donated lots of food and also our Church family, we have had to start to buy
in certain foods that we have run out of.
People can be in hygiene poverty too, and we have been grateful for
donations of toilet rolls, shampoo, toothbrushes, toothpaste, sanitary towels,
We are very lucky to have the expertise of Terry and John Clegg at both of
our sessions. They can provide the much needed guidance in the minefield
of benefits!!
We are moving into the next phase of providing 'More than food' which is
how we qualified for a grant from Trussell Trust to buy two computers and
two photocopiers for each centre. (Thanks to Andy Mills for his assistance in
guiding our purchase) This is to be able to signpost people to other
agencies that might be able to support them out of their current crisis.
To enable all ethnic groups to be able to access the services of the
foodbank, we now have our leaflets translated into Urdu and Arabic.
Once again, many thanks for all your help and spread the foodbank word if
you come across anyone who might need a little help.
Best Wishes

Margaret (Margaret Witty, Project Manager)
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Know your church building…
Memorial Window in Stained Glass
Above the landing in the steps against the north wall of
church you will see this memorial window in memory of Mrs
Barnett – wife of the first rector. This window was dedicated
by Prebendary H.A. Barnett on 22nd April 1967, having been
designed by Mr Francis W. Skeat of Harpenden, Hertfordshire
in consultation with the then Prebendary, Herbert Arthur
Barnett, and Mr N.F. Cachmaille-Day, and subsequently
installed by Charles Lightfoot of Manchester.
The wording at the base of the window reads:‘Let us praise God for the life and work of Ethel Ursula Barnett
1890-1963, wife of the first Rector’
The wording is surrounded by Christmas Roses, being the
favourite of Mrs Barnett.
The upper portion of the window depicts St Nicholas, Bishop
of Myra, holding a miniature of the church of St Nicholas,
Burnage, in his left hand.
A photograph of the window is to be found on page 5 of the “Visitors’
Guide” available in church – price 50p.

Bevan Taylor, 18th October 2017

Heritage	
  Open	
  Days	
  
Church	
  Open	
  
Saturday	
  8th	
  September	
  10.00-‐4.00	
  
Sunday	
  9th	
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  12.00-‐4.00	
  
Coffee	
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  –	
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  Saturday	
  –	
  Tea,	
  Coffee,	
  Cakes	
  and	
  Biscuits	
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  and	
  Visitors’	
  Guides	
  for	
  sale	
  
	
  	
  
Art	
  Exhibition	
  by	
  Chorlton	
  Art	
  Group	
  	
  
Bring	
  a	
  friend	
  along	
  to	
  see	
  our	
  unique	
  Art	
  Deco	
  Church!
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The Radical nuns – My Weekend
Retreat at the Convent of the Holy
Name
Well the Foundations for Ministry Course was over and I found myself at a
loss. An email came from Neil Whittaker (Personal Assistant to the Director
of Vocations for Manchester Diocese) informing the FFM leavers of a retreat:
the theme was to be ‘Is God Calling You’. I soon deleted Neil’s email as the
cost for the weekend was a suggested £100 and my overdraft was looking
very unhealthy. I soon put it to the back of my mind until a woman I had met
on the Foundations for Ministry Course contacted me via email to see if I
wanted to go. I discussed the money situation and she suggested I ring and
speak to Sister Pauline about paying less as the £100 was only a suggested
donation. I hadn’t the nerve to ask so I sent a cowardly email to which I
received a prompt reply ‘Sorry we are full now’. Feeling somewhat ashamed,
I thanked her and she replied ‘I’ll put you on the waiting list.’ Suddenly I felt
so deflated now I had lost my chance to go to a Convent. Three days later I
got an email. Someone had pulled out so I was asked by the Sister just to
pay what I could afford. It seemed God wanted me to go and I paid the full
balance when I got there and it was so worth it. It is one of the best
experiences I have ever had.
I arrived on the Friday around 6.15pm to be met by Sister Catherine. After
quick introductions, we promptly sat down for dinner as I had arrived late
with the other guests; these included a director in Derbyshire Council, a
nurse whose husband is a Priest, a retired barrister and a woman who had
was working for Christians against Poverty. Over dinner we were to share
our stories of why we thought we were being called. I began to tell my story
about how I’d wanted to be a priest since 1987 when I had my first vision of
Christ. Due to the lack of female role models and lack of encouragement of
women to aspire to such roles, I left my church in 1990. In order to preach
the good news, I decided the easy way was to join the Jehovah’s Witnesses.
The night I visited the Kingdom Hall to tell the Jehovah’s Witnesses of my
intention to join, I had a car accident, which put me in a coma. I now have
acquired Cerebral Ataxia and spent of total of 2 years rehabilitating and
struggling to get a job or into college due to my disability. Now with the DDA
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part 4 in 2002 and the Equality Act 2010, I am relieved to say things have
drastically improved. Sister Catherine said God obviously had other plans for
you. I believe this is true since my own struggles have made me unite with
other marginalised groups. Each guest had a story to tell and it was
incredible that within an hour we had shared such intimate details about our
lives.
After dinner we had a walk over to the library which involved books about
many disciplines which guests are allowed to borrow. Compline took place
at 7.30pm to reflect on the day and to bless us on our journey of
discernment. After Compline we were left alone to chat together for the
evening.
The next day was so peaceful. One of the unifying elements of the whole
Convent is the common prayer; each day the nuns go to the chapel. The
day started with a light breakfast in the cottage, which is about 200 yards
from the Convent. Prime was at 7.15am and then the Mattins Service at
9.15am. After Mattins we were joined by Sister Catherine who read out a
lovely story about a ship and setting sail on our journey and allowing God to
take over the tiller. We were then encouraged to spend the remainder of the
morning alone listening for what we should do.
I wandered alone around the gardens bare foot smelling the wonderful
aromas, thinking of the rule of Fibonacci which I feel is God’s fingerprint on
nature. Sometimes I think we lose connection with nature. In days gone by
one would wander over the green fields barefoot to get to work or on a
family picnic. Now we wear shoes and concrete over the grass. We
returned to the chapel for the Midday Service at 12.45pm, which was
followed by lunch. This was the first time we ate with the nuns and you are
encouraged to eat in silence. I said it was a useful exercise as often we don’t
realise how much we are shovelling into our mouth when we are
entertaining. A good weight-watching tip girls, but I think it was more to be
silent in the presence of God and thankful for the food we eat. The Vesper
Service is at 5pm and lastly Compline at 7.30pm. The nuns sang during the
service and you were encouraged to listen. It was absolutely blissful. There
was a 15 minutes of silence before each Service to settle.
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Sunday is the only time
the Sisters can talk over
their meal so we all sat
on different tables to
mix. The nuns on my
table were delightful and
extremely good
humoured. They would
often tell a little joke or
two. I was overwhelmed
to hear the Sisters tales
when they were
approached in 1959 to
see if they could
possibly support the Basuto Sisters in South Africa in order to set up a
Community. The Sisters agreed but they had one stipulation. It was an
important time in South Africa in 1959 at the time as the policies of apartheid
were being rigorously enforced over the border of Bausutoland. Nonetheless
the CHN insisted that their Community was to be multicultural. The Bausuto
Sisters agreed.
The Community of the Holy Name is a truly restful, inspiring and peaceful
place. I made four great friends, who are forever in my prayers as they
continue the discernment process of whether Ordained Ministry is for them,
and of course Sister Catherine. I have no doubt I will return at some stage.

Nikki Naylor
THANK YOU...
... to everyone who sent me cards wishing me a Happy 79 plus 1 Birthday
(these are the words I have borrowed from our young ones).
I think the cakes and drinks after the service on the 12th went down well,
especially when the wine exploded with a loud bang. My special thanks go
to: Margaret, Donna, Elizabeth and Brenda for all their help in seeing to the
refreshments on the day.

Colin
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Parish Registers – July 2018
Date
1st
8th
15th
22nd
29th
Total

Attendance

Cash
34
54
86
22
26

7.80
70.00
65.50
45.00
54.60
242.90

Envelopes
Total
295.50
303.30
213.00
283.00
273.05
338.55
260.00
305.00
165.00
219.60
1206.55
1449.45

St Nicholas Club Draw
1st Prize: Joan Shepherd
2nd Prize: Margaret Witty

Church Duty Rota – September
Date
2nd
9th
16th
23rd

30th

Warden
8.30am
Fred
Murphy
Fred
Murphy

Warden
10.30am
Alison Mills

Fred
Murphy
Fred
Murphy

Grace
Manley
Louise
Hollingsworth
Julie
Crossley

Fred
Murphy

Jill Lomas

Altar
Server
Jane
Cawley
Peter
Cullen

Lay
Assistants
Jane C
Julie C
Peter C
Alison C

Sidespeople
Anne T
Anne H
Eunice W
Emily C

Steven
Bottomley
Nikki
Naylor

Alison M
Lyn R
Nikki N
Julie C

Michael V
Margaret V
Sybil G
Alison C

Louise
Hollingsworth

Louise H
Grace M

Brenda M
Beth C
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Organisations
The Maker’s Club (Sunday School)
Mrs. Margaret Witty (0161 432 2933)
For all children aged 3 years upwards in the hall from 10.15 a.m
Women’s Fellowship
Chairman: Mrs Ann Holmes (0161 434 2245)
Second and Fourth Wednesdays at 2.30 pm
Confirmation Classes
For young people and adults by arrangement with the Minister.
Rainbows
For girls aged 5 to 7 years.
Wednesday evening, 6 pm to 7 pm, in the church hall

Church Hall Bookings
Church Hall and Glass Room are available for hire.
Details are on our website:
www.st-nicholas-church.org.uk
For bookings please contact:
Alison Mills (0793 207 1977)
alison@glensidemills.co.uk
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The Parish Church
of St Nicholas Burnage
Sunday Services
8.30 a.m
10.30 a.m.

Eucharist (BCP)
Family Service and Eucharist

For Saints and other weekday Services, please see the Diary page inside the magazine.
Holy Baptism on 3rd Sunday of each month at 10.30 a.m.
Holy Communion is taken to the housebound by arrangement with the Minister.
Minister

Rev’d Canon Rachel Mann
0161 432 7009

Curate

Rev’d Alan Simpson

Churchwardens

Mrs Alison Mills
(07932071977)

Organists

Ms Jane Cawley (07745
392 374)
Assistant
Wardens

Mr Fred Murphy
Mrs Grace Manley
Ms Jill Lomas
Mrs Julie Crossley
Mrs Louise Hollingsworth

Mr Oliver Mills (07786
337087)
Ms Elizabeth Bray

Hon.
Treasurer

Mr Andrew Mills
(07802403991)

Minutes
Secretary

Mrs Ann Ackerman

Deanery
Synod

Mrs Grace Manley
Mrs Christine Price

Elected on PCC

Mrs Lyn Rimmer, (electoral
Roll Officer)

Magazine
Distribution

Mrs Brenda Maclese

Mrs Margaret Witty

Missionary
Secretary

Mrs Margaret Vessey

Mr Tony Witty
Mrs Alison Cullen
Ms Michaila Roberts
Mrs Julie Bodgers
Ms Nicola Naylor
Mr Giles Elliott

www.st-nicholas-church.org.uk
St Nicholas Church, Kingsway, Manchester, M19 1PL
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