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Church Diary August 2018 
 
 

Date Time Event 
Wednesday 1st  10.00 am Eucharist 
Sunday 5th   Trinity 10 
 8.30 am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 10.30 am Parish Communion 
Tuesday 7th  7.30 pm Taize Evening Prayer 
Wednesday 8th    10.00 am Eucharist 
Sunday 12th    Trinity 11 
 8.30 am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 10.30 am Parish Communion 
Wednesday 15th      10.00 am Eucharist 
Saturday 18th  4.00 pm 

onwards 
Farewell Party for Michaila at St Nick’s (before she 
starts her ordination training in Durham) 

Sunday 19th   Trinity 12 
 8.30 am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 10.30 am Parish Communion 
Wednesday 22nd      10.00 am Eucharist 
Sunday 26th      Trinity 13 
 8.30 am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 10.30 am Parish Communion 
Monday 27th to 
Friday 31st  

Free holiday club for 5 to 11 year olds. ‘To infinity & 
beyond” Registration forms in church and on the website 

Wednesday 29th  10.00 am Eucharist 
    
   
   Deadline for September Edition: 15th August! 

 
 
 
 
Cover image and poem ‘I am the great sun’ from www.parishpump.co.uk, 
used with permission 
 
 
An easy way to donate to church funds when you shop on line, please 
register https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk  
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Rachel writes… 
  
If, for many, August is a time to go on holiday, throughout history it 
has always been a season for war and conquest. August was the 
month in which Christopher Columbus set off on the journey which led 
to the European ‘discovery’ of the Americas. It was the month that 
Julius Caesar’s Roman invasion landed in Britain, and the month 
when the Battle of Bosworth took place in 1485. August 4th 1914 
was the date the British Empire declared war on Germany and 
Austria-Hungary, and August 7th 1964 was the date of the Gulf of 
Tonkin Declaration that led to the US becoming more involved in 
Vietnam. 
 
I tell you all this because this August we enter the last phase of 
remembrance for the one-hundredth anniversary of the Great War. On 
August 8th 1918, the ‘On- Hundred Day Offensive’ began that led to 
the final defeat of the German Empire. In 2018, churches and faith 
communities are being encouraged to pray for peace across these 
‘one-hundred days’.  
 
The One-Hundred Day Offensive was, as were so many Great War 
battles, horrifyingly bloody. However, it also shakes-up our ideas of 
what World War One was like. In our minds, we think of blood and 
stalemate. These final one-hundred days of the war were full of 
movement and demonstrated that, by the autumn of 1918, Britain had 
the best army and tactics of all the combatants. If Germany was a 
spent force, its military and defences were still formidable and the 
casualties were eye-watering. Among the dead were the Great War 
poet, Wilfred Owen, killed just seven days before the Armistice on 
November 11th. His mother received the telegram about his death on 
the day war ceased. 
 
If all of this seems rather grim for an August letter, I simply want to 
remind you that we still live in troubled times and in our fractious world 
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not only is war ever present, but conflict forever threatens to break 
out. In an age of authoritarian and pompous world leaders, 
brinksmanship is back on the agenda. 
 
How might we react? One route, which perhaps we all take from time-
to-time, is to bury our heads. We might think, ‘Oh, let the world hang’ 
and head off to the garden for a cool drink. It is an understandable 
reaction and one that, when I’m on holiday, I’m inclined to take. Such 
is the nature of our world that we can feel powerless.  
 
Perhaps, one more pro-active approach is to seek to spread a little 
peace wherever we are. This is when, metaphorically (and sometimes 
literally) we open the peace of our own ‘garden’ up to others. So, 
instead of retreating from the world, we invite those around us to be 
involved. 
 
How might we do this? Well, one way is simply to model peace in our 
interactions. When we’re tetchy and tired (especially in hot weather) 
this can be challenging, and yet most people instinctively respond to 
kindness and generosity. (Recently, I remember seeing a photo of 
Anne Holmes and Anne Tudor outside Didsbury Mosque joining in a 
‘demonstration’ of solidarity and hope one year on from the 
Manchester Bombing. I was cheered to see them standing in solidarity 
with people of faith and none for peace over violence.) Another way to 
model peace is to invite our friends and neighbours to join us at 
church from time-to-time simply to encounter a community that is 
seeking to be shaped by love and peace. 
 
And, of course, we can pray. We do that week-by-week, of course, 
but prayer extends throughout the week in our daily lives. There are 
many different patterns and I believe we all pray much more than we 
give ourselves credit for. However, being intentional – that is, keeping 
times to pray for specific things – matters. 
 



5 

This brings me back to the ‘One-Hundred Days’ of prayer for peace. 
While many people are cynical about the efficacy of prayer, I’m clear 
that it does change things. That may not always be obvious at the 
geo-political or world level, but if prayer wasn’t powerful it wouldn’t 
have so often been banned (as in some communist regimes) or co-
opted by the authoritarian right (the Nazis, a godless lot if there ever 
was, loved to co-opt churches for their own ends). 
 
Prayer shifts minds and attitudes and can motivate us to action. 
Indeed, it is an action itself. So, friends, do pray and keep praying, 
both individually and together. If you’d like to know more about the 
One-Hundred Days of prayer, see: 
https://www.hopetogether.org.uk/Groups/256563/Remembrance.asp  
 
May we all have a blessed and peaceful August! 
  

       Rachel  x  
 
I Am the Great Sun (from a Norman 
crucifix of 1632)  
 
 
I am the great sun, but you do not see me. 
I am your husband, but you turn away. 
I am the captive, but you do not free me, 
I am the captain you will not obey. 
 
I am the truth, but you will not believe me. 
I am the city where you will not stay, 
I am your wife, your child, but you will leave me, 
I am that God to whom you will not pray. 
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I am your counsel, but you do not hear me. 
I am the lover whom you will betray. 
I am the victor, but you do not cheer me. 
I am the holy dove whom you will slay. 
 
I am your life, but if you will not name me, 
Seal up your soul with tears, and never blame me.  
 

Happy Birthday Margaret! 
 
On Sunday 15th July 
Margaret Vessey 
celebrated her 80th 
birthday with her 
church friends and 
family. Claire Cawley 
made her this 
wonderful cake to 
commemorate the 
occasion… 
 
And here’s a closer 
look at the cake…! 
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Know your church building… 
Two figures – one outside and one inside!  
 
Above the main entrance on Kingsway stands the figure of Saint 
Nicholas dressed in cope and mitre, holding a ship in his left hand 
(original, from 1931/32). 
 
In the baptistry we find the font: the font cover works on a steel wire 
cable and counter-balance system from the tower. The figure set 
inside the ‘rocket type’ cover is that of the young Jesus, with the face 
being that of the sculptor’s son (original 1931/32). In the restoration 
work of 2000-2002 his face was given a more ‘Mediterranean’ 
colouring! 
 
Both figures are the work of sculptor Mr Donald Hastings, whose 
studio in 1931-32 was situated in Highgate, London. Photographs of 
both figures appear on pages 4 and 5 of the Visitors’ Guide, available 
in church, price 50p. 

Bevan Taylor 

St Nicholas Club 

St Nicholas Club membership is due for renewal. 

St Nicholas Club is a monthly draw with prizes of 
£25 and £15. It costs £12.50 to join and has better 
odds than the National Lottery!  

If you would like to join the club or need to renew 
your membership complete a membership form and 
hand it to Fred Murphy or one of the church 
wardens or assistant wardens. 
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Harvest Col lection for Barnabus 
Barnabus – “bringing hope and support to the homeless and 
vulnerable.” 
 
Barnabus is a Manchester based charity bringing hope and support to the 
Homeless through their city-centre drop-in, outreach and collaborative 
projects. The drop-in centre is open 5 days, 5 evenings a week providing hot 
food, clothing, blankets, showers and much needed support and advice. 
We are collecting items through August and September to support this work 
through our Harvest celebration.  
 
Cloth ing, Food and To i letry  I tems needed 

• Men and Women's Clothing, Jeans, Jumpers, T Shirts 
• Socks (new only, please) 
• Underwear Women's size 10 - 14 (new only please) 
• Men's Boxers Medium (new only please) 
• Sleeping Bags 
• Hats, Gloves and Scarves 
• Shower Gel, Shampoo, Conditioner 
• Shaving Foam, Disposable Razors 
• Toothpaste, Toothbrushes, Deodorant (roll-ons only)  
• Biscuits, Cakes, Chocolates 
• Coffee, Tea, Hot Chocolate, Sugar 
• Long Life Milk / Cordial 
• Strawberry Jam, Peanut Butter 
• Pasta - (dry) 
• Tinned Baked Beans / Beans and Sausages 
• Tinned; Tomatoes, Hot Dogs, Tuna 
 

“For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you 
gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in,  I needed 
clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in 
prison and you came to visit me.’ 
Matthew 25:35-40  
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What Can We Do to be Plastic Free?                                     
 
“The earth dries up and withers, the world languishes and withers, the 
heavens languish together with the earth. The earth lies polluted under 
its inhabitants.” Isaiah 24: 4-5 
 
“There is the sea, vast and spacious, teeming with creatures, beyond 
number, both large and small.” Psalm 104: 25-30 
 
I expect many of you were shocked by the findings of the Blue Planet 
II programme produced by Sir David Attenborough. Our seas have 
become polluted by plastic. 

• 300 million tonnes of plastic is produced each 
year. 

• 50% of all plastic produced is for single–
use. (Data from Plastics Europe) 

 
Here are few ideas to start becoming plastic 
free: 

• Use reusable coffee cups for take away 
drinks 

• Use reusable water bottles 
• Store food in glass or metal containers  
• Avoid over-packaged foods 
• Use refillable fountain pens or pencils 
• Use a razor with removable blades instead of disposable razors 
• Avoid wet wipes (they contain plastic fibres) 
• Use bar soap rather than liquid soap 

 
“The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it, the world, and those who 
live in it.” Psalm 24: 1-2 
 
Let’s try some of these this month! 

Jill Lomas 
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Parish Registers – June 2018 
 
Date Attendance Cash Envelopes Total 
3rd  58 16.30 359.50 375.80 
10th  35 28.50 289.20 317.70 
17th   38 7.00 220.80 227.80 
25th  40 13.50 267.50 281.00 
Total  65.30 1137.00 1202.30 
     

St Nicholas Club Draw 
1st Prize: 35 St Nicholas Church 
2nd Prize: 36 Rachel Barry 
 

Church Duty Rota – August 
 
Date Warden 

8.30am 
Warden 
10.30am 

Altar 
Server 

Lay 
Assistants 

Sides-
people 

5th  Fred 
Murphy 

Jill Lomas Brenda 
Maclese 

Brenda M 
Cliff S 

Eunice W 
Emily C 

12th   Fred 
Murphy 

Grace 
Manley 

Louise 
Hollings-
worth 

Louise H 
Jane C 
 

Anne T 
Anne H 

19th   Fred 
Murphy 

Julie 
Crossley 

Nikki 
Naylor 

Nikki N 
Alison M 

Brenda M 
Michaila R 
Beth C 

26th   Fred 
Murphy 

Louise 
Hollings-
worth 

Steven 
Bottomley 

Lyn R 
Margaret V 

Lyn R 
Ann A 
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Organisations 
 
The Maker’s Club (Sunday School)  
Mrs. Margaret Witty (0161 432 2933) 
For all children aged 3 years upwards in the hall from 10.15 a.m 
 
Women’s Fellowship  
Chairman: Mrs Ann Holmes (0161 434 2245) 
Second and Fourth Wednesdays at 2.30 pm 
 
Confirmation Classes 
For young people and adults by arrangement with the Minister. 
 
Rainbows 
For girls aged 5 to 7 years. 
Wednesday evening, 6 pm to 7 pm, in the church hall  

Church Hall Bookings 
 

Church Hall and Glass Room are available for hire. 
 

Details are on our website: 
www.st-nicholas-church.org.uk 

 
For bookings please contact: 

 
Alison Mills (0793 207 1977) 
alison@glensidemills.co.uk 
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The Parish Church  
of St Nicholas Burnage 
 
Sunday Services   

8.30 a.m  Eucharist (BCP) 
10.30 a.m. Family Service and Eucharist 

For Saints and other weekday Services, please see the Diary page inside the magazine. 
Holy Baptism on 3rd Sunday of each month at 10.30 a.m.  
Holy Communion is taken to the housebound by arrangement with the Minister. 

Minister Rev’d Canon Rachel Mann 
0161 432 7009 

  

Curate  Rev’d Alan Simpson   

Churchwardens Mrs Alison Mills 
(07932071977)  

Organists Mr Oliver Mills (07786 
337087) 

 Ms Jane Cawley (07745 
392 374) 

 Ms Elizabeth Bray 

Assistant 
Wardens 

Hon. 
Treasurer 

Mr Andrew Mills 
(07802403991) 

 Minutes 
Secretary 

Mrs Ann Ackerman 

 Deanery 
Synod 

Mrs Grace Manley  

  Mrs Christine Price 

 

Mr Fred Murphy  

Mrs Grace Manley  

Ms Jill Lomas  

Mrs Julie Crossley  

Mrs Louise Hollingsworth 

  

Elected on PCC Magazine 
Distribution 

Mrs Brenda Maclese 

 Missionary 
Secretary 

Mrs Margaret Vessey 

   

   

   

 

Mrs Lyn Rimmer, (electoral 
Roll Officer) 

Mrs Margaret Witty 
Mr Tony Witty 
Mrs Alison Cullen 
Ms Michaila Roberts 
Mrs Julie Bodgers 

Ms Nicola Naylor 

Mr Giles Elliott   

www.st-nicholas-church.org.uk 
St Nicholas Church, Kingsway, Manchester, M19 1PL 

 


