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Church Diary May 2018 
 
 

Date Time Event 
Tuesday 1st  7.30 pm Taize Evening Prayer 
Wednesday 2nd  10.00 am Eucharist 
Sunday 6th   Easter 6 
 8.30 am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 10.30 am All Age Worship 
Wednesday 9th    10.00 am Eucharist 
 2.30 pm  Women’s Fellowship ‘My life in a Boys’ Boarding 

School’ with Mrs H Slater. 
Saturday 12th   Christian Aid ‘Big Brekkie’ at St.Chad’s from 

10.30 to 12.00 ALL WELCOME 
Sunday 13th    Easter 7 
 8.30 am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 10.30 am Parish Communion 
Wednesday 16th     10.00 am Eucharist 
 2.30 pm Women’s Fellowship: The Staircase House 

Through the Ages – Mr Howard J Green 
Sunday 20th   Pentecost Sunday 
 8.30 am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 10.30 am Parish Communion 
Monday 21st 7.30 pm PCC Meeting, Church Vestry 
Wednesday 23rd     10.00 am Eucharist 
 2.30 pm Women’s Fellowship AGM 
Sunday 27th     Trinity Sunday 
 8.30 am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 10.30 am Parish Communion 
Wednesday 30th  10.00 am Eucharist 
 10.00 am Women’s Fellowship: Seven Deadly Sins – Rev 

Michael Burgess 
    
  Deadline for June Edition: 15th May! 

 
 
Cover picture, ‘31st May: Mary, the Blessed Virgin, visits Elizabeth’, and 
‘A prayer for the lonely and lost’ from www.parishpump.co.uk, used with 
permission 
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Rachel writes… 
(This month’s letter is the Rector’s Report from the Annual 
Parochial Church Meeting (APCM) last month.) 
 
St Nick’s never ceases to surprise me. It is one of those places of 
grace where the unexpected happens. Sometimes people say, of 
large, well-financed church congregations, ‘Isn’t it amazing what 
you manage to achieve? How can we be more like you?’; rarely do 
people ask of small churches, ‘How do you do what you do?’ As a 
small church with a wild passion, I wish sometimes they would ask 
that of St Nick’s. For we do extraordinary things with tight 
resources. Then again, I’m kind of glad that we remain one of the C 
of E’s best kept secrets! 
 
Let’s talk about St Nick’s and vocation. Ten years ago, I don’t think 
we could imagine quite what would happen in recent times. We 
have nurtured any number of vocations in different stages. We’ve 
helped form people like Sally, Antonio, and Janette Young who’ve 
gone on to ordained ministry; we’ve helped and encouraged 
readers like Helen Reid. This year I’m thrilled that Michaila Roberts 
has been recommended for training, and Nikki is exploring that call 
on her life. We have an ALM in Margaret Vessey and have had one 
of the liveliest cohorts of FFM participants this diocese has ever 
known. I sense that once again we’ll have another cohort going 
forward for formation in September. We have also been enriched 
by Jonnie Hill’s presence among us and I look forward to 
encouraging Steven Bottomley in coming months, as he prepares 
for a selection conference for ordained ministry. All of us are on 
vocational journeys; God has extraordinary things in store if we 
listen and pay attention. I hope that each of us dares to respond to 
God’s call. 
 
Our worship continues to be vibrant and diverse. I’m very fortunate 
to have Alan as a colleague. I like to imagine that our differing 
styles and approaches are complementary, and if Alan has, at 
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times, got me to indulge some of the more Catholic elements of 
worship, I will never forget making him blow a kazoo during All-Age 
Worship! Taizē, led by Grace Manley and her team, continues to 
offer a monthly grounding in prayer and silence. Its ministry has 
been remarkable and enriching. It was wonderful to have Bishop 
Mark with us to rededicate our Taizē Cross last year when our 
service celebrated ten years. One aspect of liturgical life that is rare 
across the Church of England is relaxed joy. At St Nick’s we model 
it wonderfully. Also, we are unafraid of acknowledging our 
limitations: While we can achieve excellence we never want 
ministers or congregation to feel anxious or worried when the 
unusual happens or things go awry. 
 
In the past year, many wonderful community-focussed events have 
taken place. Last year saw the return of the Holiday Club, this time 
with a safari theme. It was a roaring (!) success and even led to a 
few exotic animals coming on to the premises! It was a genuine 
team effort that people will talk about for a long time to come. Our 
children’s work continues to be a challenge, but I am proud and 
grateful for the hard work and passion of both our Makers Club and 
Rainbows leaders. Christmas again was a busy time, with the 
church full for the Community Tree-Lighting Service, Carol and 
Christingle services, as well as the Greater Manchester Voices 
Christmas Concert. Other highlights include a much-enjoyed 
Rector’s Quiz in the autumn. 
 
Our building continues to be a blessing and a challenge. I’m 
grateful to the processes put in place by Alison Mills to ensure that 
our hall use has gone up in the past year and we are fortunate to 
have such a high-spec building for hire. After several years of hard 
work, we finally managed to sign off our latest phase of Heritage 
Lottery Funded building repairs. However, Grade 2* listed buildings 
never cease to present challenges. Our boilers have been in a bad 
way for a while, and I’m delighted that new ones shall be installed 
just after Easter. I’ve been overwhelmed by the generosity of 
congregation members who’ve offered so much to ensure this work 
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can happen. Grants have also been offered by the Diocese, 
Garfield Weston, and All Churches Trust and we are profoundly 
grateful. 
 
On a personal note, I am also grateful for the support of so many 
here. In recent times, I have been made honorary canon of 
Manchester Cathedral, elected to General Synod and made Rector. 
They are signals of wider trust and if I can be an irritating, self-
regarding fool your support for my national and diocesan roles 
really matter. I hope you appreciate how they can feed into the 
local and amplify St Nick’s reach into the wider world. The 
Wardens, Assistant Wardens and PCC don’t always agree with me 
on everything, but we are bound by mutual respect and trust. It 
helps us as we seek to move the church forward. 
 
Looking ahead, we face – as ever – opportunities and challenges. It 
is clear to the PCC and I that a new phase of development will be 
important for the life of the Church. We want to ensure that this 
building is as flexible and welcoming as possible. Part of this will 
most likely entail the revival of plans to replace the pews with 
chairs, the development of new kitchen facilities in the choir vestry, 
and a remodelling of the east entrance porch with the introduction 
of glass doors behind the original ones. That area needs also to be 
redecorated. This remodelling can only enhance our flexibility as a 
worship centre and as a community space. It will be the work of 
several years and will require careful planning and thought. 
 
Part of our future planning involves being involved in mission action 
planning; we have a robust and interesting plan, but increasingly 
this will involve partnership with our friends at St Chad’s and 
indeed across what is sometimes called the northern cluster of 
churches in Withington Deanery. I have been thrilled by the cross-
parish working and trust between Rev’d Mark Hewerdine and me, 
as well as bonds of affection between St Nick’s and St Chad’s. The 
cross-licensing of Mark, Alan and I last year was an important 
signal of intent that I hope continues to grow in depth and trust. 
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We have – as ever – gained and lost in terms of family members 
this year. We have lost some special friends this year, including 
Muriel Nicol, Barbara Gregory and David Crossley’s mum, Doris. 
Janette Young also went to the great majority. We are always less 
when we lose those who are precious to us, but as Anne Holmes 
often reminds me, tears are the price we pay for love. Others have 
come, sometimes for a short season, sometimes to stay. Whatever 
our anxieties for the future, I hope that we also trust to God’s 
grace. God – even if we do not always realise it – always goes 
ahead, leading the way in Jesus Christ. 
 

       Rachel  x  
 
 

Recollections of Hymns 
 
I have been thinking of hymns which I remember. Here are just 
three.  
 
‘There is a Green Hill’. This is a memory from when I lived in Hull. 
The church I attended was Called ‘St.Nicholas’ which was on 
Hessel High Road, Hull (There are quite a few St. Nicholas's in Hull) 
In Lent they had Lent meetings for children. Each week the minister 
talked about a different hymn. This is one I remember and when I 
sing the hymn in my mind I can see St. Nicholas church. 
 
When Colin and I were in Ely Cathedral a group of pilgrims came 
into the Cathedral, one carrying the cross leading the way, and they 
were singing ‘Angel Voices ever Singing’. After a short service 
they left the Cathedral: the cross was carried in front of the pilgrims 
and they went out singing ‘Lift High the Cross’. 
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Everyone in the Cathedral sat quietly listening to them it was so 
moving. Talking to my sister Rosemary she said she had also found 
it very moving. 
 

Brenda Maclese 
 
Does anyone else find that a particular hymn triggers powerful 
memories? If you do, why not tell us about it!  
 
 

31st May: Mary, the Blessed Virgin, 
visits Elizabeth 
 
Mary – the virgin mother of Jesus.  For centuries the eastern and 
western churches have considered her pre-eminent among all the 
saints. 
 
In the gospels, Mary makes her first appearance as a teenager.  
Nothing is known of her childhood, and what we do know of her is 
found mostly in Matthew 1 – 2 and in Luke 1 – 2.  If you read both 
accounts, you’ll notice that Luke’s account seems to give the story 
from Mary’s standpoint, whereas Matthew concentrates more on 
Joseph’s side of things.  In both accounts the virginal conception of 
Christ is clearly stated.  Mary’s quiet devotion to God and her total 
acceptance of His will shine forth. 
 
Her visit to Elizabeth, when both were pregnant, is a moving and 
poignant account of two humble, ordinary women, suddenly caught 
up in a great event that would shape world history.   Their trusting 
faith in God and acceptance of His will, shine through. 
 
After Jesus is born, Mary fades into the background, and makes 
few appearances:  when the family visits Jerusalem and she loses 
her son on the way home; when she urges Him to help the wedding 
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party in Cana with its wine problem; and when Jesus gives her into 
the keeping of the beloved disciple when He is dying on the cross.   
Mary’s last appearance is in Acts chapter one, just before 
Pentecost.   
 
Mary obviously joined the early Church, but her role was never one 
of teaching and preaching, and indeed she remained so much in 
the background that nothing more about her is known for certain.  
Both Ephesus and Jerusalem have claimed to be the place of her 
death.    
 
Mary, chosen to be the mother of Jesus Christ, one who is both 
God and Man, holds a unique place in the history of mankind.  
Down the centuries that have followed, the Church has paid special 
honour to Mary – and well deserved it is.  “All generations shall call 
me blessed…”   
 
 

A prayer for the lonely and lost 
 
Heavenly Father, 
 
Thank you for loving us. So many people feel lonely and isolated 
and unloved today. In a culture that values I above all things, help 
us to look beyond our i- phones and i- pads and selfies. Help us to 
see with your eyes, to love with your heart; to reach out to the lost 
and lonely and marginalised with your compassion. Help us to 
reflect your Kingdom values and, by the way we live, enable your 
love to be experienced by all who so need you. 
 
In Jesus name, Amen. 
 
By Daphne Kitching 
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From St Nicholas News…May 2002  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thanks to Bev for unearthing this! 
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Parish Registers – March 2018 
 
Date Attendance Cash Envelopes Total 
4th  41 24.95 243.50 268.45 
11th  70 26.35 451.00 477.35 
18th   32 4.50 278.50 283.00 
25th  41 25.00 298.00 323.00 
Total  80.80 1271.00 1351.80 
     

St Nicholas Club Draw 
1st Prize: 58 Emily Crossley 
2nd Prize: 32 Sybil Gawkrodger 
 

Church Duty Rota – May 2018 
 
Date Warden 

8.30am 
Warden 
10.30am 

Altar 
Server 

Lay 
Assistants 

Sides-
people 

6th  Fred 
Murphy 

Julie 
Crossley 

Louise 
Hollings-
worth 

Louise H 
Lyn R 

Brenda M 
Michaila R 

13th  Fred 
Murphy 

Jane 
Cawley 

Michaila 
Roberts 

Michaila R 
Grace M 

Lyn R 
Ann A 

20th    Fred 
Murphy 

Alison Mills Jane 
Cawley 

Jane C 
Claire C 

Anne T 
Anne H 

27th   Fred 
Murphy 

Jill Lomas Peter 
Cullen 

Peter C 
Jill L 

Eunice W 
Julie B 
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Organisations 
 
The Maker’s Club (Sunday School)  
Mrs. Margaret Witty (0161 432 2933) 
For all children aged 3 years upwards in the hall from 10.15 a.m 
 
Women’s Fellowship  
Chairman: Mrs Ann Holmes (0161 434 2245) 
Second and Fourth Wednesdays at 2.30 pm 
 
Confirmation Classes 
For young people and adults by arrangement with the Minister. 
 
Rainbows 
For girls aged 5 to 7 years. 
Wednesday evening, 6 pm to 7 pm, in the church hall  

Church Hall Bookings 
 

Church Hall and Glass Room are available for hire. 
 

Details are on our website: 
www.st-nicholas-church.org.uk 

 
For bookings please contact: 

 
Alison Mills (0793 207 1977) 
alison@glensidemills.co.uk 
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The Parish Church  
of St Nicholas Burnage 
 
Sunday Services   

8.30 a.m  Eucharist (BCP) 
10.30 a.m. Family Service and Eucharist 

For Saints and other weekday Services, please see the Diary page inside the magazine. 
Holy Baptism on 3rd Sunday of each month at 10.30 a.m.  
Holy Communion is taken to the housebound by arrangement with the Minister. 

Minister Rev’d Canon Rachel Mann 
0161 432 7009 

  

Curate  Rev’d Alan Simpson   

Churchwardens Mrs Alison Mills 
(07932071977)  

Organists Mr Oliver Mills (07786 
337087) 

 Ms Jane Cawley (07745 
392 374) 

 Ms Elizabeth Bray 

Assistant 
Wardens 

Hon. 
Treasurer 

Mrs Caroline Abiodun 

 Minutes 
Secretary 

Mrs Ann Ackerman 

 Deanery 
Synod 

Mrs Grace Manley  

  Mrs Christine Price 

 

Mr Fred Murphy  

Mrs Grace Manley  

Ms Jill Lomas  

Mrs Julie Crossley  

Mrs Louise Hollingsworth 

  

Elected on PCC Magazine 
Distribution 

Mrs Brenda Maclese 

 Missionary 
Secretary 

Mrs Margaret Vessey 

   

   

   

 

Mrs Lyn Rimmer, (electoral 
Roll Officer) 

Mrs Margaret Witty 
Mr Tony Witty 
Mrs Alison Cullen 
Ms Michaila Roberts 
Mrs Julie Bodgers 

Ms Nicola Naylor 

Mr Giles Elliott   

www.st-nicholas-church.org.uk 
St Nicholas Church, Kingsway, Manchester, M19 1PL 

 


