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Church Diary April 2018
Date
Sunday 1st

Tuesday 3rd
Wednesday 4th
Sunday 8th

Wednesday 11th

Time
8.30 am
10.30 am
7.30 pm
10.00 am
8.30 am
10.30 am
10.00 am
2.30 pm

Sunday 15th

Wednesday 18th
Sunday 22nd

Wednesday 25th

Friday 27th
Sunday 29th

8.30 am
10.30 am
10.00 am
8.30 am
10.30 am
10.00 am
10.00 am
7.30 pm
8.30 am
10.30 am

Event
Easter Da y
Holy Communion (BCP)
Alll Age Worship
Taize Evening Prayer
Eucharist
Easter 2
Holy Communion (BCP)
Parish Communion
Eucharist
Women’s Fellowship: The Staircase House
Through the Ages – Mr Howard J Green
Easter 3
Holy Communion (BCP)
Parish Communion
Eucharist
Easter 4
Holy Communion (BCP)
Parish Communion
Eucharist
Women’s Fellowship: Seven Deadly Sins – Rev
Michael Burgess
Greater Manchester Voices Concert
Easter 5
Holy Communion (BCP)
Parish Communion

Deadline for May Edition: 15th April!

Cover picture, ‘24th April – St George’, and ‘He gave us eyes to see
them’ - the Chi-Rho’, from www.parishpump.co.uk
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Rachel writes…
Easter is upon us. Rejoice! The ‘Alleluia’ – buried in the ground by Fr.
Alan at the beginning of Lent – has been dug up and we can proclaim it
from the rooftops again. We praise God for his salvation and love. During
this season, we feast and pray with thankfulness for our deliverance
through Jesus Christ. I encourage you to behold the world with gladness
and delight.
I also want to offer a small corrective, lest we lose sight of the profound
truth held in the resurrection of Jesus Christ. For, there are occasions
when our alleluias and our rejoicings can have the character of unreality.
What I mean is this: Easter offers a focussed time for our rejoicing and
feasting, yet the world so often seems such an unregenerate place. Wars
rage in places like Syria. Israel/Palestine seems no closer to reconciliation
now than they did fifty years ago. Across the world both tyrants and
elected politicians seem to spend much of their time showing off and
acting as if the world were their own personal fiefdom. In such a world as
this, our alleluias and rejoicing can come across as fantasies of the most
self-indulgent kind.
From time-to-time, I suspect all of us have questioned whether it is right
and proper to feast and rejoice when so many face challenges and
difficulties. We may have asked whether we are just selfish fantasists.
Well, I think we can be. However, Easter acknowledges and challenges
not only our personal selfishness, but makes a profound statement about
the deep reality of our world.
In short, Easter recognises that catastrophe and suffering and travail are
real facets of life, but represent a ‘semi-colon’ rather than a ‘full-stop’.
That is, as Christians not only must we accept the reality of the world’s
pain, but that does not signal the final word. Jesus Christ was crucified
and he was raised. In that sentence comprises truth: that pain, death,
crucifixion cannot be avoided in this life. Our world is shot through with
violence and hate. However, Easter also models the truth that violence is
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not the end. God’s ‘full stop’ asserts that hope, life and joy are restored
in resurrection.
This message matters as much today as it did two thousand years ago.
One of the things that tyrants want us to believe is that their reign and
power is without end. Every empire that has ever existed, including our
own, has never really had a proper sense of its own limitations.
Intemperate leaders and regimes often want to claim that we cannot
think outside the limits they place on them.
Yet, Christianity offers something else. It says that only the God
embodied in the resurrected Jesus Christ sets the limit. And the limit is
one which upsets the violent strategies of totalitarian regimes. Perhaps
that’s why Christianity has so often offered succour to those who have
been at the violent end of a cruel world.
So, I say, dare to proclaim your alleluias during this holy time of Easter.
Not in the spirit of vain ignorance about the painful realities faced by so
many in our world, but in hopeful trust that we are people who live and
breathe in the Living God. Not as smug people who’ve been saved, but
as people who are challenged to live in a different way.
As many of you will know, the early Christians were known as ‘Followers
of the Way’. This is a Way based on Christ’s extravagant generosity and
grace; a grace shaped by Easter.
For at Easter, Jesus Christ – who has been humanity’s victim, our victim
if you will – is raised to new life. Not vowing revenge, but offering
reconciliation. He comes to us with open hands still showing the marks of
crucifixion and violence and says, ‘Come, let me show you another way.’
H app y E ast er !

Rachel x
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Jesus is Risen
He is Risen Indeed!
As we think of our Lord Jesus on Good Friday we think of how He
must have suffered on the cross. The desolation, to most of us, is
scarcely believable; as was the scourging and whipping on His
back which brought Him nearer to death.
There were robbers crucified at the side of Jesus and one turned to
Jesus and asked Him, “Are you not the Messiah? Save yourself and
us.”
Luke 23 v39
To which Jesus replied,” Truly, I tell you, today you will be with me
in Paradise.” Luke 23 v 43
After calling out to God, His Father, Jesus gave up His soul - at
which the temple veil split in two from top to bottom. This was
significant – the Old Testament story gives way to the New
Testament. There is one fact we have not recognised yet: The
Great Salvation. The Lord gave up His life for us, paying the debt
for our sins. We can say thank you by following the path that Jesus
guides us to.
There are so many places in the world where peace is lost and
ongoing warring feuds. Sadly it is the children that pay the price
and lose their futures. They grow up learning to fight and grieve and
feel revenge. So let us be today’s disciples, missionaries and
evangelists right down to our families.
Lord God, may we learn to feel the message and love that we find
over Easter
And
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To remember our salvation bought for us by Jesus Christ’s
crucifixion
But
To recognise and love Jesus Christ
God’s
Son
As we follow His guide and footprints into the future.
Amen
Irene Smith (M. Theol)

24th April – St George
Our patron saint who isn't English
It's perhaps typical of the English that they should have a patron
saint who isn't English, about whom next to nothing is known for
sure, and who may not have existed at all. That didn't stop him
being patriotically invoked in many battles, notably at Agincourt
and in the Crusades, and of course it is his cross that adorns the
flags of English football fans to this day.
It's most likely that he was a soldier, a Christian who was martyred
for his faith somewhere in Palestine, possibly at Lydda, in the early
fourth century. At some point in the early centuries of the Church
he became associated with wider military concerns, being regarded
as the patron saint of the Byzantine armies. There is no doubt that
he was held as an example of the 'godly soldier', one who served
Christ as bravely and truly as he served his king and country.
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The story of George and the dragon is of much later date and no
one seems to know where it comes from. By the middle ages, when
George was being honoured in stained glass, the dragon had
become an invaluable and invariable visual element, so that for
most people the two are inseparable. Pub signs have a lot to
answer for here: 'The George and Dragon'.
However, it's probably more profitable to concentrate on his role as
a man who witnessed to his faith in the difficult setting of military
service, and in the end was martyred for his faithfulness to Christ.
The idea of the 'Christian soldier' was, of course, much loved by
the Victorian hymn-writers - 'Onward, Christian soldiers!' The
soldier needs discipline. The heart of his commitment is to
obedience. The battle cannot be avoided nor the enemy appeased.
He marches and fights alongside others, and he is loyal to his
comrades. In the end, if the battle is won, he receives the garlands
of victory, the final reward of those who overcome evil.
St George's Day presents a challenge and an opportunity. The
challenge is to distance the message of his life from the militarism
and triumphalism that can easily attach itself to anything connected
to soldiers and fighting. The opportunity is to celebrate the ideal of
the 'Christian soldier' - one who submits to discipline, sets out to
obey God truly, does not avoid the inevitable battle with all that is
unjust, wrong and hateful in our world, and marches alongside
others fighting the same noble cause. Discipline, obedience,
courage, fellowship and loyalty - they're not the most popular
virtues today, but that doesn't mean that they don't deserve our
gratitude and admiration.
by David Winter
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‘He gave us eyes to see them’ - the
Chi-Rho
The art we see in churches on banners, carvings and windows is
often full of monograms. It may be IHS: the Latin words for Jesus,
Saviour of Mankind; or INRI: Jesus of Nazareth, King of the Jews
above the figure of our Lord on the cross. And this month, the ChiRho: the first two letters of Christ in Greek with the X superimposed
on the P. Placed inside a wreath it is a symbol of the Resurrection.
This month we celebrate that victory and
proclaim that we are an Easter people.
That good news shines out to the world,
just as the Paschal Candle fills the
darkened church with its light at the
Easter Vigil. And just as this month’s art
shows the Chi-Rho filling a page from the
Book of Kells – that amazing creation of
the scribes and artists in the monastery
of Iona in the 8th century.
This Gospel book was taken to Kells in
Ireland to escape invaders ravaging the island in a later century,
and is now in Trinity College, Dublin. The Chi-Rho begins the Latin
text of Matthew chapter 1, verse 18: ‘Christi autem generatio.’ The
letter X dominates the page and P lies beneath with I rising through
it. The opening letters of the name of our Saviour have inspired the
artist to create intricate patterns that weave in and out. We see
wheels within wheels, like Ezekiel’s chariot, spirals and discs. The
page seems alive with colour and tracery threading its way through
and around the letters.
When we were younger we might have enjoyed doodling – perhaps
embellishing the letters of our own name or of someone special
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with decorations and so making that name precious. Here in this
page of the Book of Kells is embellishment of a greater order, but
with the same aim. For the monastic artist, the Chi-Rho announces
the name of Christ as the name above all other names: the only
name under heaven given for our health and salvation.
Rev Michael Burgess

Parish Registers – February 2018
Date
6th
13th
20th and 27th
Total

Attendance

Cash
56
41
87

32.00
12.50
20.35
64.85

Envelopes
Total
302.50
334.50
295.50
308.00
462.50
482.85
1060.50
1125.35

St Nicholas Club Draw
1st Prize: 37 Martin Barry
2nd Prize: 49 Charlotte Bodgers

Church Duty Rota – April 2018
Date
1st

8th
15th

22nd
29th

Warden
8.30am
Fred
Murphy

Warden
10.30am
Jane
Cawley

Fred
Murphy
Fred
Murphy

Alison Mills

Fred
Murphy
Fred
Murphy

Grace
Manley
Louise
Hollingsworth

Jill Lomas

Altar
Server
Louise
Hollingsworth
Nikki
Naylor
Peter
Cullen

Lay
Assistants
Louise H
Margaret V

Sidespeople
Lyn R
Ann A

Nikki N
Lyn R
Peter C
Alison C

Brenda
Maclese
Michaila
Roberts

Brenda M
Cliff S
Michaila R
Julie C

Anne T
Anne H
Eunice
Wilshaw
Julie B
Margaret V
Michael V
Sybil G
Alison C
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Organisations
The Maker’s Club (Sunday School)
Mrs. Margaret Witty (0161 432 2933)
For all children aged 3 years upwards in the hall from 10.15 a.m
Women’s Fellowship
Chairman: Mrs Ann Holmes (0161 434 2245)
Second and Fourth Wednesdays at 2.30 pm
Confirmation Classes
For young people and adults by arrangement with the Minister.
Rainbows
For girls aged 5 to 7 years.
Wednesday evening, 6 pm to 7 pm, in the church hall

Church Hall Bookings
Church Hall and Glass Room are available for hire.
Details are on our website:
www.st-nicholas-church.org.uk
For bookings please contact:
Alison Mills (0793 207 1977)
alison@glensidemills.co.uk
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The Parish Church
of St Nicholas Burnage
Sunday Services
8.30 a.m
Eucharist (BCP)
10.30 a.m.
Family Service and Eucharist
For Saints and other weekday Services, please see the Diary page inside the magazine.
Holy Baptism on 3rd Sunday of each month at 10.30 a.m.
Holy Communion is taken to the housebound by arrangement with the Minister.
Minister

Rev’d Canon Rachel Mann
0161 432 7009

Curate

Rev’d Alan Simpson

Churchwardens

Mrs Alison Mills
(07932071977)

Organists

Ms Jane Cawley (07745
392 374)
Assistant
Wardens

Mr Fred Murphy
Mrs Grace Manley
Ms Jill Lomas
Mrs Julie Crossley
Mrs Louise Hollingsworth

Mr Oliver Mills (07786
337087)
Ms Elizabeth Bray

Hon.
Treasurer

Mrs Caroline Abiodun

Minutes
Secretary

Mrs Ann Ackerman

Deanery
Synod

Mrs Grace Manley
Mrs Christine Price

Elected on PCC

Mrs Lyn Rimmer, (electoral
Roll Officer)

Magazine
Distribution

Mrs Brenda Maclese

Mrs Margaret Witty

Missionary
Secretary

Mrs Margaret Vessey

Mr Tony Witty
Mrs Alison Cullen
Ms Michaila Roberts
Mrs Julie Bodgers
Ms Nicola Naylor
Mr Giles Elliott

www.st-nicholas-church.org.uk
St Nicholas Church, Kingsway, Manchester, M19 1PL
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