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Church Diary March 2018 
 

Date Time Event 
Sunday 4th   Lent 3 
 8.30 am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 10.30 am Parish Communion 
Monday 5th  7.30 pm Parochial Church Council Meeting, choir vestry 
Tuesday 6th  7.30 pm Taize Evening Prayer 
Wednesday 7th    10.00 am Eucharist 
 2.00 pm Afternoon Lent Group 
Sunday 11th    Lent 4/Mothering Sunday 
 8.30 am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 10.30 am Parish Communion 
Wednesday 14th     10.00 am Eucharist 
 2.30 pm Women’s Fellowship: Life and Times of George 

Gershwin, by Mrs S Dowson 
Thursday 15th  2.00 pm Afternoon Lent Group 
Saturday 17th  10.30 am Women’s Fellowship Coffee Morning – all 

welcome 
Sunday 18th   Lent 5 
 8.30 am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 10.30 am Parish Communion 
Monday 19th  2.00 pm Afternoon Lent Group 
Wednesday 21st   10.00 am Eucharist 
Sunday 25th   Palm Sunday 
 8.30 am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 10.30 am Parish Communion 
 12.00 noon Annual Parochial Church Meeting 
 2.30 pm An Extravaganza of Singalong Music from the 

Shows plus a Star Wars Finale’ at St Chad’s 
Monday 26th 7.30 pm Stations of the Cross at St Nick’s 
Tuesday 27th  TBC Holy Week Eucharist at St Chad’s 
Wednesday 28th  10.00 am Eucharist 
 10.00 am Women’s Fellowship: The Origin of Surnames, by 

Mr Peter Watson 
Thursday 29th   Maundy Thursday  
 6.00 pm Agape Meal at St Nick’s 
Friday 30th   Good Fr iday 
 12.30 pm Churches Together in Burnage Walk of Witness 
 2.00 pm An hour at the Foot of the Cross at St Nick’s 
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Rachel writes… 
 
Lent presents countless opportunities for us to deepen and enrich our 
faith. It can take us far beyond the common (and not to be belittled) 
practices of giving up chocolate or alcohol. It offers us ways to enrich our 
Lenten ‘fast’ by taking on something new as well as giving something up. 
In this month’s letter, as we press deeper into Lent, I want to reflect on 
and encourage us to consider some of these options. 
 
Firstly, a word about some of the things I hope we’ve all considered at 
this time of year. St Nick’s has, for a long time, held Lent study groups. 
This year there is one in the afternoon and one in the evening. Both 
explore Lenten themes through the prism of the film ‘I, Daniel Blake’. It 
has to be said that it is a challenging film, exploring the problems faced 
by those who fall foul of the benefits system. However, I know these 
sessions have also been richly rewarding. They are open to all. Please 
consult the weekly newsletter for updates on meetings or drop me a line. 
 
There are many other ways we can keep a holy Lent. Most 
fundamentally, in prayer. Each of us will have our own patterns and 
disciplines of prayer. During Lent I switch from the usual Church of 
England daily prayer to the pattern established by the Northumbria 
Community. I find its simplicity and directness incredibly powerful and 
challenging. I hope that, even if you feel many forms of Lenten discipline 
are beyond you, prayer is a place of possibility and enrichment. For those 
of you who are technically minded, do try the Church of England Lenten 
app, ‘#LiveLent’. It’s full of good and useful material. 
 
Many of us feel moved to be very practical during Lent. There is an 
abundance of options. One of the most popular is ‘Forty Days Forty 
Items’. This draws attention to the way in which many of us ‘horde’ and 
‘gather up’ loads of unnecessary ‘stuff’; each day, the practice 
encourages us to find an item we no longer need and add it to a bin bag. 
At the end of Lent one gives this haul away to charity. It can be way of 
helping both charities and finding a less cluttered way to live. 
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Or, you might want to try ‘Forty Days of Thankfulness’ – this is a way of 
reminding people how much you care for them by sending them a note, 
or ringing them for a chat, or dropping them an email or electronic 
message. One Lent, I sent a postcard every day to someone around the 
world. It felt like a powerful way of connecting with others.  
 
This year the Church of England has begun a new project that I’m quite 
excited about. It’s called the ‘Lent Plastics Challenge’. It aims to cut 
down on the use of single-use plastics. I suspect anyone who has 
watched TV programmes like ‘Blue Planet’ will know that the planet is 
facing a crisis around plastics use. The Lent Plastics Challenge offers 
new ways to cut down on their use as each of the weeks of Lent 
progress. For more information see: 
http://www.churchcare.co.uk/images/Plastic_Free_Lent.pdf. Please, as 
ever, do consider giving to Burnage Food Bank as it prepares for what 
looks like being a very busy Easter period. 
 
 
I tell you about all these practices because I think Lent gestures towards 
more than forty days of preparation for the joys of Easter. Prayer and 
action are things we are called to pursue all year around. I hope that, as a 
church, we can commit to taking up elements of the Lent Plastics 
Challenge all year around, especially as Manchester Diocese looks to 
become an eco-diocese in years to come. 
 
As you read this, then, I hope you think there’s still time to consider 
exploring Lent’s possibilities. More than that, that there’s time to think 
about how we can live more disciplined and holy lives throughout the 
year. During March, let us look forward to a joyous Easter, but do so with 
hearts and minds prepared to receive God’s goodness and love. 

       Rachel  x  
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Suggested Reading 
 
I recently bought a book called “KINDNESS”, by Jamie Thurston.  
The book has a lot of items about being kind, and it got me thinking 
 
There's no such thing as a small act of kindness- 
Even the tiniest gesture has a ripple, smile or just 
saying hello to a stranger can make someone‚Äôs day. 
 
The author at the end of the book wrote 
To help spread the word, 
Leave the book where someone can find it. 
Release kindness into the world. 
 
I will leave the book in church on the front pew and 
anyone can pick it up read it and pass it on. 
 
Another book I am reading is called 
“MINDFULNESS for everyday”, by Yvette Jane – another interesting 
book. 

Brenda Maclese 
 
 

Book Review: ‘Love, Remember - 40 
poems of loss, lament and hope’ 
 
by Malcolm Guite, Canterbury Press, £12.99 
 
The best-selling poet Malcolm Guite has chosen forty poems from across 
the centuries that express the universal experience of loss, and reflects 
on them in order to draw out the comfort, understanding and hope they 
offer. 
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Some of the poems will be familiar, many will be new, but together they 
provide a sure companion for the journey across difficult terrain. Some of 
Malcolm's own poetry is included, written out of his work as a priest with 
the dying and the bereaved and giving to the volume a powerful 
authenticity. The choice forty poems explore the risk of love, the pain of 
letting go, and look toward glimpses of resurrection. 
 

Easter Feelings 
 
Each one of us faces the Easter Passion in a different way. Good Friday 
we spend generally sorting out our menus for the 
weekend. Our first thoughts turn to fish instead of 
meat, though this seems to be a cultural practice 
now, rather than a serious religious point made by 
certain believers. 
 

Next in our food chain are Hot Cross Buns. They were 
eaten starting on Good Friday, (if not before). The buns 
are adorned with a pastry cross. Nowadays we can eat 
these buns for several weeks before Easter. We just pop 
into the supermarket and come with maybe two or three 
large bags, with a choice of white and brown buns. But 

how many people really know the reason for Hot Cross Buns on Good 
Friday? The cross on top and the spicy tastes are supposed to be linked 
with Christ’s death. In those times the body of the dead person was 
anointed with spices to conceal the odours of the rotting flesh. Have you 
paid any attention to the shape of the bun? Its circumference tells us of 
God’s creation at the beginning of all life. This round shape also shows in 
the Christingle service later in the year. 
 
Some decades ago, there were queues waiting outside small bakeries for 
Hot Cross Buns to come out of their big ovens. The bakeries started in 
the early hours of Good Friday itself and often finished approximately at 
midday. I remember wanting more of the buns, but the supplies were 
limited to the bakers’ time and strength! As with Oliver Twist’s request for 
more porridge there were no more buns to be had! (Till next year!) 
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Immediately after the crucifixion of Jesus, life was sad and puzzling for 
the distraught disciples as they gathered 
together in the upper room. Here was their 
last supper together with their master, 
Jesus of Nazareth. 
 
But on the third day after the crucifixion the 
two Marys went to check the tomb. Here 
the miracle was revealed. Jesus Christ had 
risen from the dead! So we celebrate this 
day with a special cake. It can be made at 
home or bought. The decoration is paramount. It is circular in shape with 
a special top coating of marzipan. Onto the cake is a distinct circle of 
marzipan columns or tiny pillars, to represent the disciples. However 
there is one missing from the top – Judas Iscariot. He was the disciple 
who betrayed Jesus to the authorities on the night before the crucifixion. 
 
Jesus gave His disciples much teaching and ministry during His earthly 
life and carried on for the beginning of His divine life. So His disciples 
passed on Jesus’ teachings throughout all peoples and covering the 
diaspora. It has seeped through to modern times and postmodern 
decades. The salvation Jesus Christ gained for us from the cross stays 
with us today. The simple truths from the original disciples do not seem 
so simple anymore. The Roman government and religious politics were at 
work in those early times, but today simplicity does not seem available in 
the majority of lands and countries all over the world now. But Christ’s 
unconditional love helps us to stay strong and have courage. 
 
Christianity is not just a simple way of life, but can be hard and stern at 
times. We must try to follow and use courage on God’s path for us. 
Jesus Christ, God and the Holy Spirit can help us when we ask, and can 
offer gifts of grace and love. Love can be gentle yet powerful. 
 
Praise to our Lord God at this Easter time 2018.  

  Irene Smith (M.Theol) 
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The Way I See it: Mothers and 
Mothering 
 
The American invention, “Mother’s Day”, will be celebrated on Sunday 
11th March, though the cards, boxes of chocolates and reservations 
for deliveries of flowers will be in the shops long before. It’s a very nice 
idea, as most of us love our mothers dearly and welcome a chance to 
celebrate their importance in our lives.  
 
I say “American invention”, because long before Mother’s Day there 
was a Christian event, marked nowadays in the Church Calendar, with 
the title ‘Mothering Sunday’. It’s still widely observed in churches on 
the fourth Sunday of Lent, and yes, that’s 11th March, too. 
 
The difference between them is subtle but profound. ‘Mother’s Day’ is 
about who she is, particularly in our lives. ‘Mothering Sunday’, as its 
rather awkward name implies, is about a quality which we recognise in 
mothers but can be present elsewhere – to ‘mother’ someone.  
 
We have all needed mothering, from time to time, and not simply 
when we were tiny and helpless, literally dependent on our mothers 
for our sustenance and survival. During the years of the last War I was 
‘mothered’ by my grandmother. Sometimes a friend acts in this role 
for us, when we feel lonely or helpless. ‘Mothering’ means caring 
deeply, sustaining, supporting, whatever the cost. 
 
That is why God, whom we usually call ‘Father’, is sometimes spoken 
of in the Bible as ‘mothering’ us, gathering us in His arms of love, even 
feeding us like a mother. On ‘Mothering Sunday’ we celebrate so 
much more than our own beloved mums. We celebrate the whole 
glorious notion of care, compassion and nurture. And of that care, 
very often our own mothers are the very best examples. 
 
By Canon David Winter 
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Parish Registers – January 2018 
 
Date Attendance Cash Envelopes Total 
7th  52 18.00 369.00 387.00 
14th  55 32.50 372.70 405.20 
21st  57 16.35 327.40 343.75 
28th      52 25.55 221.50 247.05 
Total  92.40 1290.60 1383.00 
     

St Nicholas Club Draw 
1st Prize: 13 Anne Tudor 
2nd Prize: 19 St Nicholas (H Shepherd) 
 

Church Duty Rota – March 2018 
 
Date Warden 

8.30am 
Warden 
10.30am 

Altar 
Server 

Lay 
Assistants 

Sides-
people 

4th  Fred 
Murphy 

Jill Lomas Jane 
Cawley 

Jane C 
Clare C 

Anne T 
Anne H 

11th    Fred 
Murphy 

Grace 
Manley 

Brenda 
Maclese 

Brenda M 
Cliff S 

Margaret V 
Michael V 

18th   Fred 
Murphy 

Louise 
Hollings-
worth 

Peter 
Cullen 

Peter C 
Alison C 

Eunice 
Wilshaw 
Julie B 

25th   Fred 
Murphy 

Julie 
Crossley 

Nikki 
Naylor 

Nikki N 
Jill L 

Brenda M 
Michaila R 

 
 
 

    Deadline for February Edition: 15th March! 
 
 
Cover picture, Book Review ‘Love, Remember - 40 poems of loss, lament 
and hope’, and ‘The Way I See it: Mothers and Mothering’, from 
www.parishpump.co.uk   
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Organisations 
 
The Maker’s Club (Sunday School)  
Mrs. Margaret Witty (0161 432 2933) 
For all children aged 3 years upwards in the hall from 10.15 a.m 
 
Women’s Fellowship  
Chairman: Mrs Ann Holmes (0161 434 2245) 
Second and Fourth Wednesdays at 2.30 pm 
 
Confirmation Classes 
For young people and adults by arrangement with the Minister. 
 
Rainbows 
For girls aged 5 to 7 years. 
Wednesday evening, 6 pm to 7 pm, in the church hall  

Church Hall Bookings 
 

Church Hall and Glass Room are available for hire. 
 

Details are on our website: 
www.st-nicholas-church.org.uk 

 
For bookings please contact: 

 
Alison Mills (0793 207 1977) 
alison@glensidemills.co.uk 
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The Parish Church  
of St Nicholas Burnage 
 
Sunday Services   

8.30 a.m  Eucharist (BCP) 
10.30 a.m. Family Service and Eucharist 

For Saints and other weekday Services, please see the Diary page inside the magazine. 
Holy Baptism on 3rd Sunday of each month at 10.30 a.m.  
Holy Communion is taken to the housebound by arrangement with the Minister. 

Minister Rev’d Canon Rachel Mann 
0161 432 7009 

  

Curate  Rev’d Alan Simpson   

Churchwardens Mrs Alison Mills 
(07932071977)  

Organists Mr Oliver Mills (07786 
337087) 

 Ms Jane Cawley (07745 
392 374) 

 Ms Elizabeth Bray 

Assistant 
Wardens 

Hon. 
Treasurer 

Mrs Caroline Abiodun 

 Minutes 
Secretary 

Mrs Ann Ackerman 

 Deanery 
Synod 

Mrs Grace Manley  

  Mrs Christine Price 

 

Mr Fred Murphy  

Mrs Grace Manley  

Ms Jill Lomas  

Mrs Julie Crossley  

Mrs Louise Hollingsworth 

  

Elected on PCC Magazine 
Distribution 

Mrs Brenda Maclese 

 Missionary 
Secretary 

Mrs Margaret Vessey 

   

   

   

 

Mrs Lyn Rimmer, (electoral 
Roll Officer) 

Mrs Margaret Witty 
Mr Tony Witty 
Mrs Alison Cullen 
Ms Michaila Roberts 
Mrs Julie Bodgers 

Ms Nicola Naylor 

Mr Giles Elliott   

www.st-nicholas-church.org.uk 
St Nicholas Church, Kingsway, Manchester, M19 1PL 

 


