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Church Diary November 2017 
 
Date Time Event 
Sunday 3rd   1st Sunday of Advent  
 8.30 am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 10.30 am Christingle Service  
 12.00 noon St Nicholas Birthday Lunch 
Tuesday 5th  7.30 pm Taize Evening Prayer 
Wednesday 6th     10.00 am Eucharist 
Sunday 10th   2nd Sunday of Advent  
 8.30 am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 10.30 am Parish Communion 
Wednesday 13th    10.00 am Eucharist 
Friday 15th 7.30 Burnage Community Christmas Concert (tickets 

£6) 
Sunday 17th    3rd Sunday of  Advent  
 8.30 am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 10.30 am All Age Worship 
 3.00 pm  Carol Service (with Gtr Manchester Voices) 
Wednesday 20th     10.00 am Eucharist 
Sunday 24th   4th Sunday of Advent/Christmas Eve  
 8.30 am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 10.30 am Parish Communion 
 11.30 pm Midnight Mass 
Monday 25th   Christmas Day 
 8.30 am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 10.30 am Family Service with Carols 
Sunday 31st   Christmas 2 
 8.30 am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 10.30 am Parish Communion 

 
 
 
Deadline for January Edition: 15th December! 
 
Cover picture from www.parishpump.co.uk  
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Rachel writes… 
 
1932 was an interesting year. Future US President Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt was named Time ‘Person of the Year’. The aviatrix Amelia 
Earhart became the first woman to complete a solo transatlantic flight. In 
March the Sidney Harbour Bridge opened, and in that year Liz Taylor, 
Johnny Cash and Sylvia Plath were born. In Germany Paul von 
Hindenburg narrowly defeated Adolf Hitler in the presidential election. 
 
Not least among that year’s events, at least for those of us who live in this 
small plot of south Manchester, was the opening of the brand-new 
Church of St Nicholas, Burnage. This December, we celebrate eighty-five 
years of the building (and eighty-nine years of the parish’s existence). 
 
Eighty-five years is a long time in terms of a human’s life span. In Biblical 
terms, it is significantly more than the ‘three score years and ten’ we are 
told we are allotted. Yet, I’m delighted that we still have one or two 
people associated with the congregation who were here from the outset, 
not least Mr Bevan Taylor. He has been such a faithful archivist over the 
decades and he has charted the many phases of life at St Nicholas. 
 
What do we celebrate on this eighty-fifth anniversary? Well, we do indeed 
celebrate our magnificent Art Deco building. It is a landmark in church 
architecture. However, I’m glad to say we celebrate much more than 
simply a splendid collection of bricks and mortar. We are rightly proud of 
our church building and it deserves the plaudits it has received, but we all 
know that the church is much more than the building. So, we celebrate 
our building, but we rejoice in the fellowships and friendships that have 
flourished in and through it. 
 
We celebrate old friends, both those who have gone to glory and those 
who remain. We celebrate the ways in which St Nick’s has offered an 
anchor and focus for the storms of life. We celebrate eighty-five years in 
which Burnage and Manchester have changed immeasurably and yet St 
Nick’s has evolved to meet the needs and challenges of our diverse 
community. We celebrate friends, colleagues and Rectors old and new.  
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We also look forward, knowing that this little parish is not done yet. We 
have so much to offer, not just alone, but in the company of friends at St 
Chad’s. We have so much to offer because we seek to make Jesus Christ 
central to all we do. He is the Light of the World and we delight in that 
light. 
 
December, of course, calls us to a time of preparation and hope. We look 
forward to Christmas Day when we receive the Christ-Child anew. We are 
filled with anticipation and excitement. We prepare to celebrate.  
 
As we celebrate the life of St Nick’s on Birthday Sunday, we give thanks. 
Thanks for those who’ve gone before us who made the church what it is, 
thanks for those with whom we share our life with now, and, of course, 
thanks for those who shall come after us to take the church forward. 
 
All this is grounded in the God who comes to dwell beside us in Jesus 
Christ. This is the God who comes as one of us and whose face is shown 
in the vulnerability of a child. This God invites us to make a response: to 
show our love and care and grace. 
 
So, may God bless us one and all this Advent and Christmas. May we 
rejoice in friendships and fellowships made. But more than that, let us 
prepare to serve the Christ who dwells within us – who calls us out of 
easy comfort into the bracing and exciting journey of faith and service!  
 
Merry Christmas! 

Rachel  x 
 

Let us celebrate!  
 
If you enjoy a celebration: surely this is the month for you! 
 
On 6th December we celebrate our patron St Nicholas, one time bishop of 
Myra in Asia Minor – now situated in Turkey. On the 8th we celebrate the 
formation of the parish in December 1928. And on the 10th we celebrate 
the appointment of our rector, Rachel, to be a canon of Manchester 
Cathedral. 
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Following is a list of clergy from the formation of the parish in 1928 (but 
our present rector is the first to be made a cannon while still rector here!). 
We would all do well to remember them all in our prayers. 
 
1st Herbert Arthur Barnett, B.A., B.D. 

Licensed as Incumbent on 25th March 1929 (died 29th 
November 1983 aged 90 years) 

1928 – 
1938 

2nd Wilfrid Garlick, B.Sc. 
Inducted 19th October 1938 
(died 29th October 1982 aged 72 years) 

1938 - 
1944 

3rd George Vivian Heyman Eliott, M.A. 
Inducted 11th January 1945 
(died 14th July 1991 aged 81 years_ 

1945 - 
1951 

4th John Edward Russell Williams, D.F.C., M.A. 
Inducted 20th April 1951 
(died 12th June 1981 aged 62 years) 

1951 – 
1958 

5th David Arthur Edwards, M. A.  
Inducted 30th July 1958 

1958 - 
1965 

6th Dennis Baggaley, B.A. 
Inducted 27th October 1965 
(died 5th February 2005 aged 74 years) 

1965 - 
1971 

7th Brian Wallwork Barker, M.A. 
Inducted 30th November 1971 
(died 18th March 2015 aged 89 years) 

1971 - 
1985 

8th Ting Suie Roy Chow 
Inducted 19th September 1985 

1985 - 
1995 

9th Lynne Connolly 
Institution and Induction 18th March 1996 

1996 – 
2002 

10th Paul Douglas Rolfe 
Service of Welcome and Licensing 11th September 2003 

2003- 
2007 

11th  Rachel Mann 
Service of Licensing and Welcome 26th October 2008 

2008 - 

 
Bevan Taylor 
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Rainbows Birthday Party! 
 
Happy birthday to Rainbows, happy birthday to Rainbows, happy 
birthday to rainbows!  
 

Rainbows have had 
a great year so far, 
we have been on 
sleepovers, written 
birthday cards to 
rainbows around 
the country and… 
had a unicorn party 
all in celebration of 
their 30th birthday.  
 
The unicorn party 
was great fun. This 
event was a joint 
event with 9th 
Didsbury, 2nd 

Heathbank and 2nd Smithy Green Rainbows. The rainbows made masks, 
unicorn biscuits, bookmarks, unicorn word hunt and we sang happy 
birthday to rainbows and had a unicorn cake which was amazing!    
 
Rainbows learn by doing – they get their hands dirty, do sports, arts and 
crafts and play games. Being a Rainbow is all about having the space to 
try new things. Through taking part in a range of different activities with 
girls their own age, Rainbows develop self-confidence and make lots of 
new friends.  
 
With the continued support of everyone at St Nicks we are able to 
continue the rainbow ethos and because of this our own unit 9th Didsbury 
Rainbows will be 3 years old in January 2018  
 
 
Thank you, Claire and Jane (Rose and Iris) 
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Burnage Foodbank 
 

In the UK there were a number of children 
found to be malnourished after the summer 
holidays.  We introduced an initiative, that all 
families in receipt of free school meals should 
be given vouchers for a food parcel, over the 6 
week period and subsequent school holidays.   

The increased demand impacted on our stocks and we had to buy in 
certain foods, fortunately the Tesco monetary collection in July helped 
towards this.  We were very grateful for the Halloween event held at 
Arcadia Levenshulme which raised a further £136.84, together with a 
Harvest Collection from Cringle Brook school.     
 
Interestingly from 1st April 2016 to 31st October 2017 we have fed 960 
people (486 Adults and 474 children). This is a massive increase of 68% 
over the same period last year. 
 
A contributory factor to the increase could have been the fact that we 
have put posters in seven of the Community Noticeboards (Now we have 
finally tracked down the key holder for the noticeboards!!!).  
 
We are very grateful to St Margaret’s congregation, who have delivered in 
excess of 2,000 leaflets with their magazine and a volunteer, who had 
used the foodbank and offered to deliver the leaflets to the rest of 
Burnage.  
 
At both Distribution centres we have volunteers with experience in social 
security, housing and employment available to guide clients through the 
complexities of varying issues such as accessing universal credit 
accounts, looking for employment, assisting to fill in forms.  This has 
already proved to enable people to avoid sanctions and further debt, as 
well as trying to signpost them onto other agencies.  Someone aptly 
summed this up, ‘Giving people a hand up, rather than a hand out’. 
 
As always we are totally dependent on our committed volunteers. A huge 
thank you to the St Nicholas church family for your constant support, that 
you have always given to the Foodbank.  
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All that remains is to wish you and your families A Happy Christmas and 
every good wish for the New Year. 
 
Margaret Witty, Project Manager 
Burnage Foodbank T: 07796 448205 E: info@burnage.foodbank.org.uk  
 

God, Politics and Protest Part I 
 
Many theologians say that the Church and politics are separate, and I 
totally agree with this as we need to retain the authenticity of the 
scriptures. Particularly since it has, dare I say, exploited its power and 
influence in previous years with its legitimisation of the Crusades and Two 
World Wars. In a post- modern age, there is an opportunity to rekindle 
that relationship with the public.  We need to show our love for our 
neighbours which mirrors the love we have for ourselves. 
 
I started by saying that I agree that the Church and State are different, yet 
it does not mean that as a Christian we should become non-political. My 
right to protest against austerity cuts, anti-racism and cuts to the NHS is 
integral to me as a Christian. The term ‘protester’ evokes images of the 
unemployed yobs throwing petrol bombs yet this could not be further 
from the truth. I personally feel the gospel message of Jesus, illustrates 
that protesting can be a holy act of righteousness.  
 
Protesting is the antithesis of being complacent and apathetic which 
some Christians may feel more comfortable with. Why can’t we read the 
gospel, appeal to God through prayer and become social activists so that 
we can reach out to the non-Christian world? I want to suggest that as 
Christians we should take comfort in the fact that Jesus, the son of God 
was indeed good at protesting.  Jesus put himself in the midst. He was 
not afraid to speak up for the marginalized. Jesus took risks and was with 
us as a radical who brought a new order through the Gospels.  He 
suffered death for His new order and we owe it to him to uphold that 
vision of grace, humility and peace. 
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I joined the PCS Samba Band approximately 1 year ago with 30 other 
volunteers. We attend protests around the country often setting off at 
8am and not getting home until 10pm. We create a carnivalesque 
atmosphere to inspire and motivate others to join the cause which is 
based on love, belongingness and unity. Protesters are invited to dance 
to the Brazilian beat of the drums of what has metaphorically become the 
pulse of the marginalized. The pulse or beat suggests to the minority 
groups with little or no voice, you are not alone as Jesus once did. You 
are beloved. 
 
Violence must never be condoned in protest.  One only needs to look at 
how non-violent protests have been effective over the last 100 years 
starting with the Suffragettes and Emily Wilding Davison who was 
arrested on nine occasions. She went on hunger strike seven times and 
was force fed on forty-nine occasions. She died after being hit by King 
George V's horse Anmer at the 1913 Epsom Derby when she walked onto 
the track during the race. An act of self-sacrifice and total act of 
desperation.   
 
Mohandas Gandhi fought for the rights of Hindus in South Africa and later 
fought for the independence of his homeland India from British rule. He 
urged his followers to ‘turn the other cheek’ as we are told in Luke 6. 29.  
Gandhi urged his followers not to strike back when they were beaten by 
the British soldiers who governed India. He was much admired by Rev 
Martin Luther King and influenced King’s stance of peaceful resistance 
when he was protesting against the hostile segregation laws in America. 
Nelson Mandela may be called a terrorist to some but to others he was a 
freedom fighter. He was sent to prison for his crimes and 27 years later 
walked out a man of peace. He urged his people to follow him in peaceful 
resistance and was later made the first black president of South Africa. 
Peace and love win. 
 
Protest can be fun and safe. It is a good Christian way to say, ‘I love my 
neighbour as myself.’ Jesus taught in one small part of the world in 1st 
century Palestine for 3 years. Now he is known world-wide. What an 
enormous impact Christ made on our lives. I often say to people ‘if you 
think you are too small to make a difference, try sleeping with a 
mosquito.’ 

Nicola Naylor 
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Parish Registers – October 2017 
 
Date Attendance Cash Envelopes Total 
1st  46 17.80 349.50 367.30 
8th   49 15.70 293.10 308.80 
15h  44 25.50 290.40 315.90 
22nd    41 23.75 304.00 327.75 
29th  37 41.75 290.50 332.25 
Total  124.50 1527.50 1652.00 
     

St Nicholas Club Draw 
1st Prize: 20 Valerie Acton 
2nd Prize: 23 Tony Witty  
 
 

Church Duty Rota – December 2017 
 

Date Warden 
8.30am 

Warden 
10.30am 

Altar 
Server 

Lay 
Assistants 

Sides-
people 

3rd Fred 
Murphy 

Alison Mills Brenda 
Maclese 

Brenda M 
Cliff S 

Eunice W 
Julie B 

10th   Fred 
Murphy 

Jill Lomas Louise 
Hollings-
worth 

Louise H 
Julie C 

Anne T 
Anne H 

17th  Fred 
Murphy 

Grace 
Manley 

Michaila 
Roberts 

Michaila R 
Margaret V 

Sybil G 
Alison C 

24th   Fred 
Murphy 

Louise 
Hollings-
worth 

Peter 
Cullen 

Peter C 
Alison C 

Margaret V 
Michael V 

24th (midnight 
mass) 

Alison Mills tbc Alison M 
Katy M 

Wardens 

25th  Fred 
Murphy 

tbc tbc N/A Wardens 

31st  Fred 
Murphy 

Julie 
Crossley 

Jane 
Cawley 

Jane C 
Grace M 

Brenda M 
Michaila R 
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Organisations 
 
The Maker’s Club (Sunday School)  
Mrs. Margaret Witty (0161 432 2933) 
For all children aged 3 years upwards in the hall from 10.15 a.m 
 
Women’s Fellowship  
Chairman: Mrs Ann Holmes (0161 434 2245) 
Second and Fourth Wednesdays at 2.30 pm 
 
Confirmation Classes 
For young people and adults by arrangement with the Minister. 
 
Rainbows 
For girls aged 5 to 7 years. 
Wednesday evening, 6 pm to 7 pm, in the church hall  

Church Hall Bookings 
 

Church Hall and Glass Room are available for hire. 
 

Details are on our website: 
www.st-nicholas-church.org.uk 

 
For bookings please contact: 

 
Alison Mills (0793 207 1977) 
alison@glensidemills.co.uk 
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The Parish Church  
of St Nicholas Burnage 
 
Sunday Services   

8.30 a.m  Eucharist (BCP) 
10.30 a.m. Family Service and Eucharist 

For Saints and other weekday Services, please see the Diary page inside the magazine. 
Holy Baptism on 3rd Sunday of each month at 10.30 a.m.  
Holy Communion is taken to the housebound by arrangement with the Minister. 

Minister Rev’d Canon Rachel Mann 
0161 432 7009 

  

Curate  Rev’d Alan Simpson   

Churchwardens Mrs Alison Mills 
(07932071977)  

Organists Mr Oliver Mills (07786 
337087) 

 Ms Jane Cawley (0161 283 
0513) 

 Ms Elizabeth Bray 

Assistant 
Wardens 

Hon. 
Treasurer 

Mrs Caroline Abiodun 

 Minutes 
Secretary 

Mrs Ann Ackerman 

 Deanery 
Synod 

Mrs Grace Manley  

  Mrs Christine Price 

 

Mr Fred Murphy  

Mrs Grace Manley  

Ms Jill Lomas  

Mrs Julie Crossley  

Mrs Louise Hollingsworth 

  

Elected on PCC Magazine 
Distribution 

Mrs Brenda Maclese 

 Missionary 
Secretary 

Mrs Margaret Vessey 

   

   

   

 

Mrs Lyn Rimmer, (electoral 
Roll Officer) 

Mrs Margaret Witty 
Mr Tony Witty 
Mrs Alison Cullen 
Ms Michaila Roberts 
Mrs Julie Bodgers 

Ms Nicola Naylor 

Mr Giles Elliott   

www.st-nicholas-church.org.uk 
St Nicholas Church, Kingsway, Manchester, M19 1PL 

 


