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Church Diary September 2017 
 
Date Time Event 
Sunday 3rd   Trinity 12 
 8.30 am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 10.30 am Parish Communion  
Tuesday 5th  7.30 pm Taize Evening Prayer 
Wednesday 6th  10.00 am Eucharist 
Saturday 9th to 
Sunday 10th  

10.00 – 
4.00 Heritage Weekend – Church open  

Sunday 10th     Trinity 13 
 8.30 am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 10.30 am Family Service  
Wedn’sday 13th     10.00 am Eucharist 
 2.30 pm Womenʼs Fellowship: Welcome back: Tea, cake, 

and chat 
Sunday 17th   Trinity 14 
 8.30 am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 10.30 am Parish Communion  
Wedn’sday 20th    10.00 am Eucharist 
Sunday 24th  Trinity 15 – Harvest Festival 
 8.30 am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 10.30 am Harvest Festival all age workship 
Wedn’sday 27th   10.00 am Eucharist 
 2.30 pm Women’s Fellowship: Harvest lunch 

 
   
 
Deadline for October Edition: 15th September! 
 

 
 
Cover picture, ‘St Lioba - a memorable woman’, and ‘The comfort of a 
staff’ from www.parishpump.co.uk  
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Alan writes… 
 
Dear friends, 
 
As I write, there is a scent of Autumn in the air – I confess, Autumn 
is my favourite time of year and I look forward to dusting down my 
array of hats, coats and scarves with great anticipation! 
  
September is always, the ‘gearing up’ month, with lots of young 
people everywhere ‘gearing up’ for new experiences and 
challenges as they take their next steps on their respective 
educational journeys – new schools, new teachers, college, 
university, perhaps new places to live, new friendships,  new  steps 
on the road to independence and adulthood.  September can be a 
time of real buzz and excitement alongside the busyness it brings.  
We will shortly be celebrating the wedding of Lee and Sally at St 
Nick’s and it promises to be a really good ‘do’ with no less than 
two Bishops in attendance!  We very much look forward to 
supporting them both on their big day and I know we as the St 
Nick’s family, alongside Lee and Sally’s families and many friends, 
will help to surround them with much love and prayer on such a 
special occasion and beyond as they build their life together. 
  
As we ‘gear up’ for the weeks ahead, it is important that we do not 
get too lost in the busyness that a month like September can bring. 
If we can, let us ensure that we continue to find opportunities to 
‘take time out’ for refreshment, relaxation and, most importantly, 
time for prayer and  stillness  to connect deeper with our Heavenly 
Father.  
  
Every blessing, 
  

  Fr. Alan 
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Thank you 
 
We would like to thank all the members of St Nicholas for your love, 
message and tremendous support  given to all of us over the last 
few weeks following the death of Doris .  
 
It has been a difficult time and your love and support has helped us 
all. Although Doris was originally a member of St Andrews church 
Levenshulme and when St Andrews  closed Doris joined St Peters, 
Levenshulme ,   Doris has attended St Nicholas for over 35 years.  
 
A regular at  services, church fairs, and church lunches Doris is 
known to many of you and has had a great friendship with 
members of the congregation .  
 
A special thank you to Alan. The family wanted St Nicholas to be 
part of Doris funeral and Alan jointly led the service with Val 
Penoyre from St Peter’s. Alan has supported us all through the last 
month, the preparation of the service, support to us all and his 
blessing helped us all with a lovely service delivered by him and 
Val. Thank you Alan for your personal support and love, 
you have been tremendous.  
 
St Nicholas was also represented by my nephew, Ollie Mills, who 
played the organ at the funeral and sang a lovely tribute for Doris 
"You Raise Me Up" a favourite of Doris. This will be something 
which we will always remember. Doris has always supported Ollie 
and this was so lovely for Ollie to play for Doris.  
 
A massive thank you to Alison who is always at our side, with 
support and love and also produced the order of service for the day 
which was lovely. 
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We would also like to thank the members of St Nicholas who came 
to the service is meant so much as it represented all the church 
families coming together which had been so much part of Doris life.  
With sincere thanks  
 
Love, David, Julie, Lucy and Emily Crossley 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
An application form for the 2017-18 Club Draw is enclosed with 
the September Church Magazine. A year’s subscription is £12.50 
and the first monthly draw will take place on Sunday 1st October 
for a first prize of £25 and a second prize of £15. 
 
Spare application forms are on the table in the church porch. 
Please take extra forms for yourself, members of your family, for 
friends, to give as a gift and to donate a draw number to St 
Nicholas. 
 
Good luck and many thanks, 
 
Fred Murphy 
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Laughter 
 
Laughter is one of God’s precious gifts 
Allowing joy to defeat sadness and despair 
Undoing so much damage caused by stress 
Giving us a tonic just when we need it most 
Healing invisible wounds within the soul 
Taking us temporarily away from our worries 
Engendering a sense of hope and optimism 
Repairing a heart that has been broken. 
    
By Drew Robertson 
 
 

Summer Safari Holiday Club 
The holiday club was a great success. The summer safari team 

worked hard preparing for the holiday club. We had lots of crafts 
such as making cardboard animals, spiral snakes, animal footprints 
in clay. We sang songs about animals like 'who's the king of the 
jungle'. We had games planned such as the parachute, dodgeball, 
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and a safari search around the church for animals. Finally we also 
baked and 
decorated 
cupcakes based on 
their groups so we 
had Hippo's, 
Elephants, Lions 
and Leopards.  

We had lots of 
children attend the 
holiday club and 
everyone got 
something out of it. 

Their confidence was raised, they made new friends and some 
faced their fears.  

To end the holiday 
club we got an animal 
man in and he brought 
animals such as 
snakes, spiders, 
lizards, tortoise and 
many more for the 
children to see and 
touch.  

Thank you to everyone 
for making the 
Summer Safari Holiday 
Club amazing.  

 

Claire 
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28th Sept: St Lioba - a memorable 
woman 
 
What really gets a woman remembered? Loved? Respected? Lioba 
the abbess of Bischofsheim is the patron saint for any woman who 
wants to make the most of her life.  
 
Lioba was born in Wessex early in the 8th century. Her family was 
noble, her mother was a relative of the monk Boniface (the Billy 
Graham of the day, in that he was the apostle and then archbishop 
of Germany).  
 
Lioba was educated first at the nunnery of Minster-in-Thanet and 
then at Wimborne, Dorset. She became a nun. After some years of 
correspondence with Boniface, he invited her to Germany to help 
him evangelise the people by establishing convents. Convents were 
sort of the ‘Fresh Expressions’ of church in those days.  
 
And so Lioba left Dorset with 30 nuns and went to 
Tauberbischofsheim, where she established a convent. She was a 
wonderful ‘ambassador’ of Christianity, for people found her both 
beautiful and accessible, intelligent and patiently kind. She became 
so highly esteemed that soon her advice was sought by magnates 
of both Church and State. 
 
Lioba’s convents followed the Rule of St Benedict: all her nuns 
learned Latin as well as manual work in scriptorium, kitchen, 
bakery, brewery, and garden. Above all, the regular public prayer of 
the Church was upheld.  
 
Learning, hard work, and love of God: those were the factors that 
made Lioba who she was. Her walk with God was evident in her 
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inner strength and dignity, her goodness and kindness. No wonder 
that even 50 years after her death in 782, the local people were still 
talking of her with great affection.  

 

The comfort of a staff 
 
“Your rod and your staff, they comfort me” Psalm 23.4 
 
Shepherds used to use a tall staff with a crook neck for caring for 
their sheep. They could slip the crook end around a lamb that had 
wandered off and fallen into a ditch, and lift it out to safety and 
comfort. At other times, the shepherd would use his staff to deftly 
prod a wayward sheep back onto the right path. Then again, there 
were always the reluctant sheep who were simply afraid to go 
forward. 
 
Many a Christian has found that our Good Shepherd uses his 
heavenly staff in much the same way. Sometimes we fall into 
circumstances beyond our control, and need rescuing and comfort. 
Other times, we are stubborn and going our own way – and need a 
firm hand to prevent us causing even more trouble. And finally, 
there are those times when we are too timid to move forward and 
grasp what God has given us for the next stage in our lives. Then, 
we need a firm, loving push!  
 
Whatever way we need the staff, the Bible assures us that our 
Good Shepherd will take good care of us. As long as we are 
following Him, nothing can get at us without first coming past Him. 

 

 

 



10 

Parish Registers – July 2017 
 
Date Attendance Cash Envelopes Total 
2nd  41 10.50 217.00 227.50 
9th     33 15.20 263.00 278.20 
16th  29 8.00 239.50 247.50 
23rd   38 9.50 381.50 391.00 
30th  35 22.60 292.40 315.00 
Total  65.80 1393.40 1459.20 
     

St Nicholas Club Draw 
1st Prize: 2 Susan Morris 
2nd Prize: 16 Michael Vessey 
 

Church Duty Rota – September 2017 
 

Date Warden 
8.30am 

Warden 
10.30am 

Altar 
Server 

Lay 
Assistants 

Sides-
people 

3rd  Fred 
Murphy 

Jane 
Cawley 

Brenda 
Maclese 

Brenda M 
Cliff S 

Anne T 
Anne H 

10th     Fred 
Murphy 

Alison 
Mills 

Louise 
Hollings-
worth 

 Brenda M 
Colin M 

17th  Fred 
Murphy 

Jill 
Lomas 

Michaila 
Roberts 

Margaret V 
Julie C 

Anne H 
Anne T 

24th    Fred 
Murphy 

Grace 
Manley 

Nikki 
Naylor 

Lyn R 
Jill L 

Sybil G 
Alison C 
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Organisations 
 
The Maker’s Club (Sunday School)  
Mrs. Margaret Witty (0161 432 2933) 
For all children aged 3 years upwards in the hall from 10.15 a.m 
 
Women’s Fellowship  
Chairman: Mrs Ann Holmes (0161 434 2245) 
Second and Fourth Wednesdays at 2.30 pm 
 
Confirmation Classes 
For young people and adults by arrangement with the Minister. 
 
Rainbows 
For girls aged 5 to 7 years. 
Wednesday evening, 6 pm to 7 pm, in the church hall  

Church Hall Bookings 
 

Church Hall and Glass Room are available for hire. 
 

Details are on our website: 
www.st-nicholas-church.org.uk 

 
For bookings please contact: 

 
Alison Mills (0793 207 1977) 
alison@glensidemills.co.uk 
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The Parish Church  
of St Nicholas Burnage 
 
Sunday Services   

8.30 a.m  Eucharist (BCP) 
10.30 a.m. Family Service and Eucharist 

For Saints and other weekday Services, please see the Diary page inside the magazine. 
Holy Baptism on 3rd Sunday of each month at 10.30 a.m.  
Holy Communion is taken to the housebound by arrangement with the Minister. 

Minister Rev’d Canon Rachel Mann 
0161 432 7009 

  

Curate  Rev’d Alan Simpson   

Churchwardens Mrs Alison Mills 
(07932071977)  

Organists Mr Oliver Mills (07786 
337087) 

 Ms Jane Cawley (0161 283 
0513) 

 Ms Elizabeth Bray 

Assistant 
Wardens 

Hon. 
Treasurer 

Mrs Caroline Abiodun 

 Minutes 
Secretary 

Mrs Ann Ackerman 

 Deanery 
Synod 

Mrs Grace Manley  

  Mrs Christine Price 

 

Mr Fred Murphy  

Mrs Grace Manley  

Ms Jill Lomas  

Mrs Julie Crossley  

Mrs Louise Hollingsworth 

  

Elected on PCC Magazine 
Distribution 

Mrs Brenda Maclese 

 Missionary 
Secretary 

Mrs Margaret Vessey 

   

   

   

 

Mrs Lyn Rimmer, (electoral 
Roll Officer) 

Mrs Margaret Witty 
Mr Tony Witty 
Mrs Alison Cullen 
Ms Michaila Roberts 
Mrs Julie Bodgers 

Ms Nicola Naylor 

Mr Giles Elliott   

www.st-nicholas-church.org.uk 
St Nicholas Church, Kingsway, Manchester, M19 1PL 

 


