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Church Diary June 2017
Date
Sunday 4

Time
th

Wednesday 7
th
Saturday 10
Sunday 11

th

8.30 am
10.30 am
7.30 pm
10.00 am
11.00 am to
2.00 pm

th

Wedn’sday14
th
Sunday 18

th

8.30 am
10.30 am
10.00 am
8.30 am
10.30 am
6.00 pm

Wedn’sday 21
th
Sunday 25
Wedn’sday 28

st

th

10.00 am
8.30 am
10.30 am
10.00 am

Event
Pentecost
All Age Worship
Parish Communion
Taize Evening Prayer
Eucharist
Summer Fair
ʻGarden Partyʼ theme
Trinity Sunday
Holy Communion (BCP)
Parish Communion
Eucharist
Trinity 1
Holy Communion (BCP)
Family Service
Deanery Confirmation at St Nick’s with Bishop
Mark – all welcome
Eucharist
Trinity 2
Holy Communion (BCP)
Parish Communion
Eucharist

Deadline for July Edition: 15th June!

Cover picture and ‘Notes on Pentecost’ from
www.parishpump.co.uk

2

Rachel writes…
It’s June and – God willing! – summer should be coming into its
own. Gardens should be looking lovely, cricket games should be in
full swing, and many of us will be thinking about holidays. It also
strikes me that June is a good time to be thinking about ‘vocation’.
As people begin to think about the hazy days of summer it’s a good
time to begin to prepare for the new things God may be calling us
to later in the year.
Vocation is a curious, unfashionable word. Once upon a time it was
common to talk about certain careers and professions as
‘vocations’. Nurses and doctors, as well as teachers, were seen as
people in ‘vocational’ professions. They were invited to see
themselves as somehow ‘called’ into something higher. Rather than
being driven by money or even prestige, there was a sense in which
people were called to serve. I suspect that these days, that talk
seems very old fashioned! Money and status (or lack of it) take
precedence over service. The days of Mr Chips and Dr Finlay are
long behind us.
Vocation clings on in religious circles. The Church talks about
vocation all the time. Most particularly it sees ordained ministry as
vocational. Bishops, Priests and Deacons are called by God to
serve him and his church. Increasingly, the church has become
alert to the extent to which all are called. Indeed, our first vocation
is as baptised Christians – to serve and follow Christ in a world of
need. This vision of our common calling is an exciting one. It
enables each of us to ask, how is God calling St Nick’s, and how is
God calling me to serve? Vocation can include everything from
helping set up chairs through to being a minister of the
Sacraments. Priests often find themselves doing all these things.
I’ve been thinking about vocation for various reasons. This is a
month with a very significant St Nick’s ‘goodbye’. After four years
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with us, we say goodbye to Sally Robinson. Sally came to us in
2013 on placement. She was exploring her vocation to ordained
ministry. Along with her daughter, Abbie, she immediately brought
new life into our fellowship. Together they’ve made us more fully
aware of God’s generous vulnerability, his faithfulness and the
power of resurrection. In the last three years – during her training
and formation – we have travelled through many highs and lows
together and seen Sally become more fully herself. We wish her
every blessing as she is made deacon and goes to serve her title
with Rev. Jackie Calow in the north of the diocese. (However, we
haven’t quite said adieu to her yet! We look forward to welcoming
her ‘back home’ for her wedding to Lee at St Nick’s in September.)
What has become clear since Sally joined us is that vocation and
calling should be treasured amongst all. I’ve been thrilled to witness
people coming forward to be involved in St Nick’s liturgical, social
and missional life in so many ways. We now have a new roster of
readers, servers, intercessors and lay assistants. We have new
people on the PCC. We even have a few people seriously
investigating being ordained themselves.
At a deep level, being called and then responding to that call is a
work of humility. It is about recognizing that it is God who starts
‘the conversation’. It is about listening to his voice and responding.
It is, then, about understanding the world aright and daring to
become the person God is calling us to be.
It is in that spirit that I have some news. From the beginning of July
through till the end of September I shall be on sabbatical. That it is
happening now has been the result of long periods of prayerful
reflection and negotiation with the diocese.
I’m sure that some of you will be wondering what that means for St
Nick’s. Crucially, it means that Fr. Alan will temporarily be ‘actingup’ as lead priest and minister. He will, of course, be ably
supported by our church wardens, Alison and Jane. However, all
three will be dependent on your support at a deep level, both
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practically and pastorally. For Alan it will an important step in his
growing ministry as he takes on more responsibilities. In Mark he
shall have a wise priest-colleague, and our Area Dean and our
Archdeacon are both first-class.
During that three months I shall not, alas, just be ‘on holiday’. For
me, that period will be a time of reflection, prayer and listening. I,
like all of us, am called and, as your parish priest, I want to listen to
God’s voice. In my nine years at St Nick’s I think we’ve been two
phases of ministry work: the first part involved building up
relationships between ourselves and our community; the second
part has been acting on them. I’m keen to listen to what God is
inviting us to next.
Practically, during that three months I won’t be available. When I
am in Manchester, please don’t expect me to respond to calls etc.
I shall be grateful for your prayers. Letting go of the parish, even for
a short while, is really hard, not least because I love you all dearly.
Pray for me, as I shall pray for you.

Rachel x
Do you feel stressed?
Most of us feel stressed at times, these days. I awoke this morning
to hear on the radio the dreadful news of the horrifying attack, by a
suicide bomber at the Arena centre in Manchester. It was after a
pop-concert therefore they had an audience of mostly children and
teenagers. That started a sun-filled day with stress, horror and
grief!! May we all stop for a quick minute and say a prayer here.
Life overtakes us with problems and worries. It might seem as if
your worry is gigantic and other people’s not too bad. We could
share our problems – but who with? Friends seem so busy in their
own lives. We bottle things up and bury them in our self-conscious
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then move onto the next problem. The small worry we tackle next
seems all out of proportion to its actual context and place; but who
shall we share it with?
The answer lies inside us? No, it is not
a Pilates class or Yoga session that is
the answer. No - if we read our Bible,
the situation becomes clear. Jesus
Himself has a way of changing the
troubles we bring to Him. He suggests
we find the friends, look for the needy,
and share with friends who probably
find themselves in the same position.
With our faith it is so clear that Jesus
Christ can guide us. So give Him your
trust; then your stress can slowly
disintegrate, and “with the grace of God” you can find peace.
During the time of His earthly ministry Jesus would retreat into the
hills with his disciples. He taught his disciples how to pray – at their
request, then withdrew further into the hills until He found himself
alone. Then Jesus prayed with His Heavenly Father – Abba.

Irene Smith (M. Theol)

We collected £109
Thank you!
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Notes on Pentecost
On that long ago first morning of Pentecost, Jerusalem was
crowded with thousands of visitors, for it was one of the most
popular feast-days in the Jewish calendar – the Feast of Firstfruits,
looking forward to the wheat harvest.
In one small room of that great city, a small group of people who
had followed Jesus were praying. There was nothing else for them
to do: Jesus had died, He had risen, and He had ascended,
promising to send them ‘a Comforter’. They were left alone, to wait
at Jerusalem. And so they waited – on Him, and for Him. They were
not disappointed: for that morning the Holy Spirit fell upon that
small room, and transformed those believers into the Church,
Christ’s body here on earth. Pentecost was not the first time that
the Holy Spirit came to the world – throughout the Old Testament
there are stories telling of how God had guided people and given
them strength. But now His Spirit would use a new instrument: not
just isolated prophets, but the Church, His body on earth.
Acts opens with the preaching of the gospel in Jerusalem, the
centre of the Jewish nation. Within 30 years the gospel had spread
throughout the northern Mediterranean: Syria, Turkey, Greece,
Malta... to the very heart of the Roman Empire: Rome. The Church
was on the move – God was on the move! He was calling people
from every nation to repent, turn to Jesus for forgiveness of their
sins, and to follow him.

Total Collected: £57.10
Thank you!
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Saturday 10 th June
From 11.00 to 2. 00 pm
BBQ, straw berr y cre am teas, cr aft
and gift stalls, tomb ol a, children’s
activities
Admission: Adults 50p Children free

After the Easter Passion
By Irene Smith
Part I
Flowers bloom all around and in my heart.
My heart, the centre of my being,
Is joyful with love overflowing.
With the grace of God and his unconditional love for us
Mankind’s faith is strengthened and true.
So cherish the DlVlNlTY and give PRAISE
To the Father, Son and God’s Holy Spirit.
Worship belongs to
God, through our Saviour, Jesus Christ.
Let us pick up our own Cross, to follow Christ
In faith and belief.
Let us try to be disciples in this world,
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Which is so full of evil and sin
Let us try to follow the paths of Jesus Christ
Where even today they have their relevant moral values
For us to teach and adhere to.
Part II
With the Grace of God and his unconditional Love for us,
Mankind’s faith is strengthened and true. So cherish the Divinity
and give praise to the Father, Son and God’s Holy Spirit. "Worship
and love belongs to your father” is a well known line of prayer most
of us will know.
We pray to the Father God through our Saviour Jesus Christ.
Let us pick up our own cross to follow Christ, in faith and belief. Let
us try to be good and happy disciples in this World. It is a world full
of Evil and Sin. Let us try to follow the paths of Jesus, where even
today they have their relevant moral values for us to teach and learn
and then adhere to. It may not be easy to carry out God’s wishes,
but trying to do this, night or day, can bring us some peace. Keep
on trying and ask Jesus Christ for his help. Strengthen your resolve
and try again.
In closure, I leave these few lines,
"Flowers bloom all around and in my heart and soul, the centre of
my being. My love and joy overflows.”
FAITH Is the rational response of man to the word of God.
A fully rational acknowledgment of a real word given to us by God,
from beyond us.’
(T. F. Torrance 1969 Theological Science T & T Clark. Edinburgh)

Irene (Smith) M. Theology.
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Parish Registers – April 2017
Date
2nd
9th
16th
23rd
30th
Total

Attendance
Cash
Envelopes
Total
39
7.50
318.68
326.18
43
15.00
307.50
322.50
78
16.40
1085.50 1101.90
35
19.50
136.80
156.30
49
6.15
584.15
590.30
64.55
2432.63 2497.18

St Nicholas Club Draw
1st Prize: 21 Molly Popplewell
2nd Prize: 12 Grace Manley

Church Duty Rota – June 2017
Date
4th
11th
18th
25th

Warden
8.30am
Fred
Murphy
Fred
Murphy
Fred
Murphy

Warden
10.30am
Grace
Manley
Julie
Crossley
Jane
Cawley

Fred
Murphy

Alison
Mills

Altar
Server
Peter
Cullen
Brenda
Maclese
Louise
Hollingsworth
Michaila
Roberts

Do you want this greenhouse?
It is free to anyone who wants it, but
you’ll have to dismantle it yourself! If
you’re interested, speak to Cass at St
Nick’s, or leave a message with one of
the clergy or wardens
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Lay
Assistants
Alison C
Peter C
Brenda M
Cliff S
Louise H
Jill L

Sidespeople
Eunice W
Julie B
Lyn R
Ann A
Anne T
Anne H

Anne T
Anne H

Sybil G
Alison C

Organisations
The Maker’s Club (Sunday School)
Mrs. Margaret Witty (0161 432 2933)
For all children aged 3 years upwards in the hall from 10.15 a.m
Women’s Fellowship
Chairman: Mrs Ann Holmes (0161 434 2245)
Second and Fourth Wednesdays at 2.30 pm
Confirmation Classes
For young people and adults by arrangement with the Minister.
Rainbows
For girls aged 5 to 7 years.
Wednesday evening, 6 pm to 7 pm, in the church hall

Church Hall Bookings
Church Hall and Glass Room are available for hire.
Details are on our website:
www.st-nicholas-church.org.uk
For bookings please contact:
Alison Mills (0793 207 1977)
alison@glensidemills.co.uk
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The Parish Church
of St Nicholas Burnage
Sunday Services
8.30 a.m
10.30 a.m.

Eucharist (BCP)
Family Service and Eucharist

For Saints and other weekday Services, please see the Diary page inside the magazine.
Holy Baptism on 3rd Sunday of each month at 10.30 a.m.
Holy Communion is taken to the housebound by arrangement with the Minister.
Minister

Rev’d Canon Rachel Mann
0161 432 7009

Curate

Rev’d Alan Simpson

Churchwardens

Mrs Alison Mills
(07932071977)

Organists

Ms Jane Cawley (0161 283
0513)
Assistant
Wardens

Mr Fred Murphy
Mrs Grace Manley
Ms Jill Lomas
Mrs Julie Crossley
Mrs Louise Hollingsworth

Mr Oliver Mills (07786
337087)
Ms Elizabeth Bray

Hon.
Treasurer

Mrs Caroline Abiodun

Minutes
Secretary

Mrs Ann Ackerman

Deanery
Synod

Mrs Grace Manley
Mrs Christine Price

Elected on PCC

Mrs Lyn Rimmer, (electoral
Roll Officer)

Magazine
Distribution

Mrs Brenda Maclese

Mrs Margaret Witty

Missionary
Secretary

Mrs Margaret Vessey

Mr Tony Witty
Mrs Alison Cullen
Ms Michaila Roberts
Mrs Julie Bodgers
Ms Nicola Naylor
Mr Giles Elliott

www.st-nicholas-church.org.uk
St Nicholas Church, Kingsway, Manchester, M19 1PL
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