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The Parish Church  
of St Nicholas Burnage 
 
Sunday Services   

8.30 a.m  Eucharist (BCP) 
10.30 a.m. Family Service and Eucharist 

For Saints and other weekday Services, please see the Diary page inside the magazine. 
Holy Baptism on 3rd Sunday of each month at 10.30 a.m.  
Holy Communion is taken to the housebound by arrangement with the Minister. 

Minister Rev’d Canon Rachel Mann 
0161 432 7009 

  

Curate  Rev’d Alan Simpson Ordinand Ms Sally Robinson 

Churchwardens Mrs Alison Mills 
(07932071977)  

Organists Mr Oliver Mills (07786 
337087) 

 Ms Jane Cawley (0161 283 
0513) 

 Ms Elizabeth Bray 

Assistant 
Wardens 

Hon. 
Treasurer 

Mrs Caroline Abiodun 

 Minutes 
Secretary 

Mrs Ann Ackerman 

 Deanery 
Synod 

Mrs Grace Manley  

  Mrs Christine Price 

 

Mr Fred Murphy  

Mrs Grace Manley  

Ms Jill Lomas  

Mrs Julie Crossley  

Mrs Louise Hollingsworth 

  

Elected on PCC Magazine 
Distribution 

Mrs Brenda Maclese 

 Missionary 
Secretary 

Mrs Margaret Vessey 

   

   

   

 

Mrs Lyn Rimmer, (electoral 
Roll Officer) 

Mrs Margaret Witty 

Mr Tony Witty 

Mrs Alison Cullen 

Ms Michaila Roberts 

Mrs Julie Bodgers 
  

www.st-nicholas-church.org.uk 
St Nicholas Church, Kingsway, Manchester, M19 1PL 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

St Nicholas News 
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And I said to the man who stood at the gate of the year: 

“Give me a light that I may tread safely into the 
unknown.” 

And he replied: 

“Go out into the darkness and put your hand into the 
Hand of God. That shall be to you better than light and 
safer than a known way.” So I went forth, and finding 
the Hand of God, trod gladly into the night. And He led 
me towards the hills and the breaking of day in the lone 
East.” 
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Church Diary January 2017 
 
Date Time Event 
Sunday 1st   Christmas 2 
 8.30 am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 10.30 am All-age worship 

Tuesday 3rd   7.30 Taize Evening Prayer 
Wednesday 4th  10.00 am Eucharist 
Sunday 8th   Baptism of Christ/Epiphany 1 
 8.30 am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 10.30 am Parish Communion 

Wednesday 11th    10.00 am Eucharist 
Thursday 12th  7.00-9.00 

pm 
Burnage Community Choir rehearsals resume 

Sunday 15th   Epiphany 2 
 8.30 am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 10.30 am Parish Communion 

Tuesday 17th  6.30 pm PCC Pastoral Meeting,  Parrswood pub 

Wednesday 18th     10.00 am Eucharist 
   
Sunday 22nd    Epiphany 3 
 8.30 am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 10.30 am Family Service  

Monday 23rd  7.15 pm PCC Choir Vestry 

Sunday 29th   Epiphany 4 
 8.30 am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 10.30 am Family Service  

Tuesday 31st  7.15 pm PCC Worship Committee, rectory 

 
The poem on the cover is by Minnie Louise Haskins (1875-1957) 
The photo is by the editor (Giles Elliott) 
 
 

      
   Deadline for February Edition: 15th January! 
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Organisations 
 
The Maker’s Club (Sunday School)  
Mrs. Margaret Witty (0161 432 2933) 
For all children aged 3 years upwards in the hall from 10.15 a.m 
 
Women’s Fellowship  
Chairman: Mrs Ann Holmes (0161 434 2245) 
Second and Fourth Wednesdays at 2.30 pm 
 
Confirmation Classes 
For young people and adults by arrangement with the Minister. 
 
Rainbows 
For girls aged 5 to 7 years. 
Wednesday evening, 6 pm to 7 pm, in the church hall  

Church Hall Bookings 
 

Church Hall and Glass Room are available for hire. 
 

Details are on our website: 
 

www.st-nicholas-church.org.uk 
 

For bookings please contact: 
 

Mrs Caroline Abiodon (0161 431 6535) 
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route back home to Julis and on reaching the car 
park I noticed my watch said 3.45 am. 
 
As I write this account of the wonderful Christmas 
Eve spent in Bethlehem the clock registers 4.30 am 
so if there are any bad grammar mistakes in the 
above article please blame it on the fact of 
having no sleep this night. 
 
May I close with wishing you all at St Nicholas a 
Happy New Year in 1947. 

Bevan Taylor 
 
 
 
 

Church Duty Rota – January 2017 
 
Date Warden 

8.30am 
Warden 
10.30am 

Altar 
Server 

Lay 
Assistants 

Sides-
people 

 
1st    Fred 

Murphy 
Julie 
Crossley 

Louise 
Hollings-
worth 

Louise H 
Margaret V 

Eunice W 
Julie B 

8th  Fred 
Murphy 

Jane 
Cawley 

Peter 
Cullen 

Alison C 
Cliff S 

Brenda M 
Colin M 

15th  Fred 
Murphy 

Alison 
Mills 

Michaila 
Roberts 

Grace M 
Anne T 

Lyn R 
Ann A 

22nd     Fred 
Murphy 

Jill 
Lomas 

Caroline 
Abiodun 

Caroline A 
Julie C 

Anne T 
Anne H 
Michaila R 

29th  Fred 
Murphy 

Grace 
Manley 

Jane 
Cawley 

Sally R 
Clare C 

Sybil G 
Alison C 

Thanks for everyone who bought raffle 
tickets for the turkey: we raised £43! 
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Rachel writes… 
 
The turning of the New Year is often a time for reflection and 
reminiscence. In any ordinary year there will be a lot to consider 
and reflect on. However, 2016 has, by any measure, been 
extraordinary. Many important 20th century popular culture icons 
have gone to join the Great Majority, including David Bowie, 
Leonard Cohen, Victoria Wood and Alan Rickman. More 
significantly, the implications of the Brexit Referendum vote in June 
will be felt not only in the UK, but around the world for decades to 
come. And, then, we have President…well, President Trump.  
 
I know there will be a range of views about all these things. Many 
people will say, ‘Who cares about the death of someone like David 
Bowie?’ However, the sense that many 20th century icons have 
died suddenly is an indication that we’re truly into the 21st century 
now. The 20th Century that formed so many of us over the age of 
forty is history now. 
 
Equally, some people will say, the UK leaving the EU is long 
overdue. Personally, I am still in shock. It feels like a catastrophe in 
the making. I’ve grown up in the EU and I am a proud Brit and a 
proud European. I think for many people younger than me it just 
seems unbelievable that the European dream is over. And, then, we 
come back to President Trump. Frankly, his appointment strikes me 
as one of the most worrying international developments of the past 
fifty years. 
 
So, 2016! On a global scale, I suspect it may go down as one of the 
significant moments in the story of the 21st century. It may signal 
the point at which the 21st century ‘came of age’. However, as our 
thoughts turn to a New Year I still believe we do so in confidence. 
Why? Because, in faith, we say, ‘Jesus Christ yesterday, today and 
tomorrow.’ And we don’t do so in some stupid, complacent way. 
That is, we don’t just say, ‘Nothing can trouble us because we’re 
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special.’ Rather, because we seek to follow in Christ’s Way, we 
trust that – in the midst of life’s challenges – ultimately God’s Story 
is definitive. 
 
God’s invitation to live on his promises is incredibly challenging. I 
am reminded of the story of Dietrich Bonhoeffer. He was a Lutheran 
Pastor during the Second World War. He was arrested for resisting 
Hitler and, after over a year in prison, was put to death. In the face 
of incredible challenge, he continued to live and work for the 
Gospel and he didn’t give into despair. The world was crumbling 
around him and he kept faith, because God keeps faith. 
 
While in prison, he wrote the following poem: 
 

All men go to God in their distress, 
seek help and pray for bread and happiness, 
deliverance from pain, guilt and death, 
All men do, Christians and others. 
 
All men go to God in His distress 
find Him poor, reviled, without shelter or bread, 
watch Him tormented by sin, weakness and death. 
Christians stand by God in His hour of grieving. 
 
God goes to all men in their distress, 
satisfies body and soul with His bread, 
dies, crucified for all, Christians and others, 
and both alike forgiving. 

 
Of course, it’s a translation and as such it loses much of its power 
and subtlety. But it’s still possible to discern an extraordinary 
theological claim: That God meets us in our need, no matter who 
we are. Not because we’re Christian or good or special or blessed. 
No. He meets us and offers himself body and soul and forgives us. 
Why? Because that is God’s very nature. Because God is the Love 
Supreme.  
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a large bonfire blazing merrily in the centre of a 
large crowd of British service personnel.  
 
This service over, we walked back to Manger Square 
where we obtained some tea and Christmas cake from 
the NAAFI mobile canteen. The two of us who had 
the 11 pm communion admission tickets now 
proceeded to the Lutheran Church via narrow 
cobbled streets. By surrendering our tickets at 
the door we gained admission to the lovely but 
very small Lutheran Church, and at 11.15 pm the 
service commenced.  
 
Our padre from the nearby Airborne Division took 
the service with the aid of two other chaplains. 
During the course of the communion service we sang 
three carols, namely ‘While Shepherds Watched 
their Flocks by Night’, ‘Hark the Herald Angels 
Sing’, ending with ‘O Come All Ye Faithful’. 
 
As we left the communion rail to return to our 
seats, the time being 12 midnight, the famous 
bells started to ring out: these we knew, thanks 
to the wireless, could be heard by our loved ones 
back home in the dear old country. 
 
On leaving the Church after a very stirring 
service our padre shook hands with us, and wished 
us all a Happy Christmas and a safe journey back 
to our unit. On regaining the street we returned 
to Manger Square and after collecting ‘our’ gang 
we proceeded to the ‘embussing’ point and so back 
to Jerusalem. 
  
On arrival here we went along to the YMCA and 
partook of the proverbial tea and cakes before 
returning to our parked vehicles. Leaving 
Jerusalem at 2.15 am we traveled via the outward 
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dark with numerous bright stars common to this 
land. 
 
As we traveled along the road marked only by 
regular distanced whitewashed stones, an 
occasional searchlight from one of the many 
Palestinian police stations would pick us out as 
it swept past regularly, rather like the beam from 
a lighthouse on the coast back home 
 
On our way to the famous city of Jerusalem we 
passed Latrun Detention Camp, and within half an 
hour of leaving our camp at Julis we climbed into 
the foothills, and then into the hills proper in 
which Jerusalem is majestically situated. 
 
Arriving in the city we parked our trucks in 
specially war-department-created car parks – 
actually quiet suburban streets at the rear of the 
famous YMCA building which is across the road from 
the King David Hotel. 
 
We now boarded special trucks, which formed a 
‘shuttle’ service of 100 three-ton trucks running 
continuously between Jerusalem and Bethlehem. As 
we left the city we got a proper view of its 
immense number of lights, and within 15 minutes of 
leaving Jerusalem we arrived at the ‘debussing’ 
point in Bethlehem. 
 
After making sure we had lost none of our little 
‘flock’ we proceeded to Manger Square, and here we 
split into small groups, each having its own 
intentions re services and sightseeing. In our 
party there were seven, and we walked out of town 
to the Fields of the Shepherd, where we joined in 
a carol service organized by the RAF. We could 
read the words on the carol sheets by the light of 
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God’s wondrous nature remains no grounds for complacency. In 
being invited to Follow The Way we do so in acknowledgement that 
we’re Christ’s Body on earth. And how we go about that way of 
being matters. We can choose to sit on our hands, we can bury our 
heads in the sand. Or we can show courage and faith and love. We 
can live as Christ lived. It may be costly, but it is also the way to 
abundant life. 
 
May you have a Happy New Year! 

Rachel x 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
Childrens’s Society 

Coffee Morning 
 

On Saturday 
14th January 2017 
10.30 – 12 noon 

 
Coffee and Biscuit £1 

 
Everyone welcome 

Please come and donate any unwanted presents! 
(If you’re a box holder please bring your box 

along) 

We raised £229.25 for the Children’s 
Society at our Christingle. Thanks to 
everyone who supported this! 
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Irene Smith (M. Theol) 
 

To Follow the Star of Light and Love  
 
To follow the Star of Light and Love 
Hearing the peace of the heavenly 
Dove 
We pray to our Saviour, the world may 
respond. 
  BUT 
The world is impervious, shallow; 
And through evil, with subterfuge, 
callous, untrue. 
The light of the love of our Saviour God 
Can transform our inner being; 
So to carry our Saviour’s love in our 
hearts. 
 
The three Wise Men who had travelled afar, 
Met with King Herod to see the new King. 
 
These three Wise Men heard God speaking to them, 
Telling of Herod’s cruel plans 
To murder the new-born babies to find the new King. 
 
To protect the Christ Child after hearing God’s words 
The three Wise Men travelled home, 
To Egyptian lands. 
 
Mary and Joseph also fled to Egypt 
Taking Baby Jesus with them, 
After receiving the message via the angels. 
 
Jesus encountered evil just after his birth, then evil rose again - to 
be present during his ministerial years. Whilst on earth the final and 
ultimate sacrifice that Christ Jesus made was to give his life for 
Mankind.  
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 Parish Registers – November 2016 
 
Date Attendance Cash Envelopes Total 
6th  66 0.50 385.60 386.10 
13th     54 23.65 339.00 362.65 
20th   47 8.00 311.00 319.00 
27th  44 6.10 300.00 306.10 
Total  38.25 1335.60 1373.85 
     

St Nicholas Club Draw 
1st Prize: 8 Irene Farrar 
2nd Prize: 1 Brenda Maclese 

 
Bethlehem – Christmas Eve 1946 
 
Note from Bevan – ‘This was published in the St Nicholas Parish 
Magazine dated April 1947 (70 years’ ago), it being my first 
contribution to the church magazine! I was 20 years and 9 months 
of age when I wrote it!’ 
 
Historical note from the editor – in 1946 Palestine was governed by 
the UK under the British Mandate, but was facing violent uprisings 
from the Jewish Resistance Movement, which included the 
bombing, in July of the King David Hotel that Bev refers to in his 
article. By 1948 the Mandate was over, and the Jewish state of 
Israel had been created. 
 
 
The party from our unit, stationed about 38 miles 
south-west of Jerusalem, left the headquarters at 
6 pm in two 15 cwt trucks driven by Jewish 
civilian drivers. Being noon the night was very 


