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Church Diary August 2016

Organisations

Date

The Maker’s Club (Sunday School)
Mrs. Margaret Witty (0161 432 2933)
For all children aged 3 years upwards in the hall from 10.15 a.m

Sunday 4

Time

Event

8.30 am
10.30 am

Trinity 15
Holy Communion (BCP)
Parish Communion

2.30 am

Pilgrim Prayer Group

7.30 pm

Taize Evening Prayer

10.00 am

Eucharist

10 to 4

Heritage Weekend, Church open

12 to 4

(see separate notice on page 5)

8.30 am
10.30 am

Trinity 16
Holy Communion (BCP)
Parish Communion

th

Tuesday 6

th

Wednesday 7

th

th

Saturday 10 &
Sunday 11th
Sunday 11

th

th

Tuesday 13
th
Wednesday 14
th
Saturday 17
Sunday 18

10.00 am

Eucharist

8.30 am
10.30 am

Trinity 18 – Harvest Festival
Holy Communion (BCP)
All Age Worship

10.00 am

Eucharist

th

Wednesday 21
Sunday 25

8.30 am
10.30 am

PCC Pastoral Group, Parrswood Pub
Eucharist
Burnage Community Choir 5th Anniversary
Concert
Trinity 17
Holy Communion (BCP)
Parish Communion

6.30 pm
10.00 am
7.00 pm

st

th

Wednesday 28

th

Women’s Fellowship
Chairman: Mrs Ann Holmes (0161 434 2245)
Second and Fourth Wednesdays at 2.30 pm
Confirmation Classes
For young people and adults by arrangement with the Minister.
Rainbows
For girls aged 5 to 7 years.
Wednesday evening, 6 pm to 7 pm, in the church hall

Church Hall Bookings
Church Hall and Glass Room are available for hire.
Details are on our website:
www.st-nicholas-church.org.uk

Deadline for September Edition:
15th September!

For bookings please contact:
Mrs Caroline Abiodon (0161 431 6535)

The following items are from http://www.parishpump.co.uk/ : cover picture,
‘Bible Bites’, and ‘St Giles of Provence’
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Rachel writes…
By the time you read this letter I hope you have noticed something
about St Nicholas’ Church building: it is no longer surrounded by
scaffolding. Even if there remains a wee bit of aluminium, I trust
that the current roof project shall be drawing to its close.
It has felt a massive task in all sorts of ways. It has certainly taken
up considerable energies on the parts of various people in the
congregation. (Particular thanks are due to Tony Witty for
representing St Nick’s in a number of capacities and being a very
wise ‘wingman’ when I have been in need of support and
encouragement.) However, soon the roof areas should be secure
and better placed to withstand the autumn and winter storms.
September also marks our ongoing participation in Heritage Open
Weekends and the Didsbury Civic Society Heritage Trail. This event
is a reminder that the maintenance of our landmark building is
pointless unless it is both used and lived in.
Sometimes I think that we who regularly worship in the building
become inured to its extraordinary effects. It’s often only when I
have the privilege of speaking to a clergy or lay group about our
work here that I’m reminded again of Cachemaille-Day’s incredible
Modernist achievement with this building.
Well, that’s not the only time. As that friend of many of us, the late
Enid Harvey, put it, St Nick’s “has been prayed in” and I think one
often feels that power. I certainly know that there is a deep and
intimate relationship between prayer and our building. Psalm 5
says, ‘Through the abundance of your steadfast love, I will enter
your house, I will bow down toward your holy temple in awe of
you.’ We are invited to find the abundance of God’s love in the
house of God.
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And we should not be surprised that place matters for our
discovery of the love of God. We are creatures who are located in
time and space; we are bodies as much as we are ever minds. We
need to comprehend the world and God’s love for it as part of our
day-to-day life. In short, we find God in our stories and our stories
in God, and buildings and places are a key way we tell those
stories.
The building of St Nick’s has become a precious part of my ‘inner’
landscape. It holds me in prayer and it commits me to wider
service. I hope and pray it has the same effect on you.
There are times when ‘maintaining’ the building feels like a real
burden. We need to be realistic. This task is not going to get any
easier. We are fortunate that the building is interesting enough that
there are pots of money to help maintain it, but of themselves that’s
never going to be enough. The current project is only part of what I
hope will develop into an ongoing mission of opening the building
up for ever greater use and service. We need to be prepared to
commit time and money to ensuring this building flourishes.
The crucial thing is that we don’t make of it an ‘idol’. It is not an end
in itself. If we start thinking that, then that way lies death. We shall
look for God and not find him there. However, as a focus of prayer
and service, our building can be a great asset. But without God and
without us, it will become an empty sepulchre.

Rachel x
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the mouth of the Rhone. A hind, or Red Deer, was his only
companion. Then one day, while out hunting, King Wamba spotted
the deer, and pursued it. The hind fled back to St Giles for
protection. King Wamba shot an arrow which missed the deer, but
pierced the saint who was protecting it. Thus the king encountered
the saint. The saint’s acceptance of his injury, and his holiness
greatly impressed the king, who conceived a great admiration for St
Giles.
In the end, much good came out of the original harm of the
encounter, for the king built St Giles a monastery in his valley,
Saint-Gilles-du-Gard. The little monastery was put under the
Benedictine rule, and became a source of blessing for the area
roundabout. In later years, St Giles’ shrine would become an
important pilgrimage centre on the route for both Compostela and
the Holy Land, as well as in its own right.
There is a further story connected with St Giles. Another legend
tells how an emperor sought forgiveness from him for a sin so
terrible he dared not even confess it. While St Giles said Mass, he
saw written for him by an angel the nature of the sin in question.
But his prayers for the emperor were so efficacious that the letters
naming the sin faded away. As Christians we know that the Bible
urges us to pray for others, no matter how hopelessly bad they
seem, because Christ’s mercy and forgiveness are extended to
everyone who truly turns to him and repents.
St Giles, the crippled saint who helped others find wholeness with
God, became patron saint of cripples, lepers and nursing mothers.
In England 162 ancient churches are dedicated to him, as well as at
least 24 hospitals. The most famous of these are St Giles in
Edinburgh and St Giles in Cripplegate, London. In art, St Giles is
represented as either a simple abbot with staff, or protecting the
hind, or saying the Mass, and thus interceding for the emperor.
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Church Duty Rota – September 2016
Date

Warden
8.30am

Warden
10.30am

4th

Fred
Murphy
Fred
Murphy
Fred
Murphy
Fred
Murphy

Julie
Crossley
Jane
Cawley
Alison
Mills
Jill
Lomas

11th
18st
25th

Altar
Server

Lay
Assistants

Sidespeople

Brenda
Maclese
Caroline
Abiodun
Peter
Cullen
Jane
Cawley

Brenda M
Cliff S
Caroline A
Anne H
Margaret V
Alison C
Anne T
Anne H

Margaret V
Michael V
Eunice W
Julie B
Brenda M
Colin M
Lyn R
Ann A

St Giles of Provence - helping those
damaged by life
It’s a bit indulgent of me to include this, but September 1st is his
feast day (Giles E, editor)
St Giles was an immensely popular saint in the Middle Ages, and
no wonder: he was the patron saint of cripples. In those days, there
must have been many people who, once injured, were never really
whole again. Even today, a serious injury – either physical or mental
or emotional, can leave us damaged for months, years or even
longer. At such times, we, too, find inspiration in others who,
though also damaged by life, have not been overwhelmed.
St Giles was probably born in Provence, southern France early in
the 7th century. The 10th century Legenda Aurea (Golden Legend)
tells us he lived as a holy hermit deep in the forest of Nimes, near
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At St Nicks, there is also:
• Exhibition by the Chorlton Art Group
• Coffee morning Saturday 10.30 to 12.00
Opening times:
Saturday 10th September 10.00-4.00
Sunday 11th September 12.00-4.00
Art works for sale
Refreshments available all weekend
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Authorised Lay Ministry
Margaret Vessey gives a personal perspective
The ALM course offers training and support in a variety of different
ministries to the Laity. The training programme runs from JanuaryJuly and is taught in the archdeaconries at different venues.
Unfortunately, my first choice ‘Pastoral’ was at a venue too difficult
for me to access, so I chose ‘Prayer and Spirituality’ instead.

different churches and to learn more about areas of ministry many
of us are already involved in. Who knows where it might lead…
I enjoyed the course, I just wish I were younger! I suggest you try it,
you have nothing to lose and so much to gain.

Margaret

Parish Registers – July 2016

The course is in two parts:
The Core Module explores God’s call ministry and the life of
discipleship. All candidates participate in this as this is central to all
ministries.
Module Two is your chosen area of ministry and is the longer one.
My course was just one evening each week plus two full days on
Saturdays. Additional Saturdays for all participants were for ‘Safe
Church’, ‘Safe Ministry’ and ‘Collaborative Ministry’.
The overall aim of the course is to further develop skills through
tutor led sessions, group work and some private study. A book or
books will be recommended with most other study aids and
materials provided. You maybe expected to do assignments from
time and undertake an evaluation of the course.
Bible study and Prayer were central to my course ‘Prayer and
Spirituality’, in order to help us grow in our own personal
discipleship by developing a closer relationship with God, to serve
our Church and Church family better and make welcome the wider
community. It is a great opportunity to learn alongside others from
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Date
3rd
10th
17th
24th
31st
Total

Attendance
Cash
Envelopes
Total
40
5.00
379.30
384.30
46
4.00
396.50
400.50
28
2.00
221.50
223.50
45
14.00
321.50
335.50
39
19.00
267.00
286.00
44.00
1585.80 1629.80

St Nicholas Club Draw
1st Prize: 24 Hilary Shepherd
2nd Prize: 46 St Nicholas

Correc tion…
The number of attendees at Alan’s first
Eucharist on 26 th June was 100+, not 58.
Sorry Alan!
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