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The Parish Church  
of St Nicholas Burnage 
 
Sunday Services   

8.30 a.m  Eucharist (BCP) 
10.30 a.m. Family Service and Eucharist 

For Saints and other weekday Services, please see the Diary page inside the magazine. 
Holy Baptism on 3rd Sunday of each month at 10.30 a.m.  
Holy Communion is taken to the housebound by arrangement with the Minister. 

Minister Rev’d Canon Rachel Mann 
0161 432 7009 

  

Curate  Rev’d Alan Simpson Ordinand Ms Sally Robinson 

Churchwardens Mrs Alison Mills 
(07932071977)  

Organists Mr Oliver Mills (07786 
337087) 

 Ms Jane Cawley (0161 283 
0513) 

 Ms Elizabeth Bray 
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Church Diary June 2016 
 
Date Time Event 
Sunday 5th    Trinity 2 
 8.30 am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 10.30 am Parish Communion 

Tuesday 7th  7.30 pm Taize service 

Wednesday 8th  10.00 am Eucharist 
Saturday 11th 11.00 am Queens Birthday Summer Fair 

Including Burnage Community Choir at 12.00 
Sunday 12th   Trinity 3 
 8.30 am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 10.30 am Parish Communion 

Wednesday 15th  10.00 am Eucharist 
Saturday 18th   Rainbows Tea Party 
Sunday 19th  Trinity 4 
 8.30 am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 10.30 am All Age Worship 

Wednesday 18th  10.00 am Eucharist 
Sunday 26th   Trinity 5 
 8.30 am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 10.30 am Parish Communion 

Wednesday 25th  10.00 am Eucharist 

 
   

  Deadline for July Edition: 15th June! 
 
 
 
Evelyn Underhill article, Prayer of thanks for the Queen, and the Tale of the 
Friend at Midnight, all from www.parishpump.co.uk 
Cover photo: from St Anthony’s Monastery, Egypt  © G Elliott 
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Organisations 
 
The Maker’s Club (Sunday School)  
Mrs. Margaret Witty (0161 432 2933) 
For all children aged 3 years upwards in the hall from 10.15 a.m 
 
Women’s Fellowship  
Chairman: Mrs Ann Holmes (0161 434 2245) 
Second and Fourth Wednesdays at 2.30 pm 
 
Confirmation Classes 
For young people and adults by arrangement with the Minister. 
 
Rainbows 
For girls aged 5 to 7 years. 
Wednesday evening, 6 pm to 7 pm, in the church hall  
 

Church Hall Bookings 
 

Church Hall and Glass Room are available for hire. 
 

Details are on our website: 
 

www.st-nicholas-church.org.uk 
 

For bookings please contact: 
 

Mrs Caroline Abiodon (0161 431 6535) 
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Rachel writes… 
 
Is there anything left to be said about The Queen? She’s Britain’s 
longest serving monarch, she has been served by eleven Prime 
Ministers and, through her longevity, has seen off more Presidents 
and Heads of State than it would be polite to list. (The list includes 
twelve U.S. Presidents!) As the United Kingdom and many other 
nations celebrate her 90th birthday this June, it is hard even for the 
toughest-minded Republican not to admire her energy and dignity. 

At St Nick’s we shall be holding events to commemorate and 
celebrate the Queen’s 90th over the weekend of 11th and 12th 
June. Our Summer Fair takes place on the 11th and it promises to 
have a festive feel with much red, white and blue on display. Let’s 
hope for good weather and an excellent turn-out. We, like many C 
of E churches, shall also have a ‘Life at Our Church’ display. St 
Nick’s may be a little younger than the Queen, but it doesn’t mean 
we haven’t got a lot of history to share! On Sunday morning we 
shall also have a special All-Age Worship for the Queen’s Birthday. 

One of the things we should ask ourselves at this time is: What are 
we celebrating? I suspect there will be many different answers to 
that. For some the answer will be, ‘Majesty and Pomp’, ‘the 

Don’t forget our 
special summer fair 
on Saturday 11th 
June! See page 4… 
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Queen’s faithfulness’ and, no doubt, ‘Britishness’. For some it’s 
good to have an excuse to party. However, I sense many of us will 
be uncomfortable with flag-waving and nationalist sentiment. 
Jingoism is often terribly self-indulgent and one of the lessons of 
the 20th Century is that mindless nationalism is a recipe for 
violence. 

It’s hardly secret that I’m not much of a Monarchist. That doesn’t 
mean I don’t respect the Queen or her office as Head of State. As I 
often point out, as a C of E cleric, I pray for her all the time! What I 
hope we can concentrate on, during this 90th year of her life, is two 
things: firstly, her quiet, determined and obvious faith and the 
emergent, diverse Kingdom she’s presided over. 

There is simply no doubt that the Queen takes her role as Supreme 
Governor of the Church of England very seriously. However, it is 
her faith which is striking. Rarely does she draw unnecessary 
attention to it, but it is clearly lively. She has spoken of the 
consolations ‘faith in Christ’ has offered in troubled times. I find this 
lack of showy, shiny faith incredibly powerful. For if she is an icon 
of something, surely it is as an icon of quiet confidence. So often I 
feel as if the dominant narrative in Christianity is based on the 
cheap tinsel of direct evangelism. That is, on crude, often quite 
insulting attempts to convert people to a particular brand of 
Christianity. Yet I fear that such an approach is counter-productive. 
It is in our being – our living as well as in our saying - that we 
embody the good news. 

The Queen’s long reign has been marked by remarkable shifts in 
the life of the United Kingdom, perhaps the most remarkable shifts 
in these islands’ long history. It has been marked by a retreat from 
Empire. The UK has become part of the European Community and 
learnt to reposition itself in the world. Some of these shifts have 
been traumatic for lots of people. They have led to nostalgia for ‘a 
better world’ that almost certainly never was. Equally, the UK has 
never been more diverse, open and varied. Even in my lifetime 
there have been shifts in culture, taste and inclusion that 
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Church Duty Rota – June 2016 
 
Date Warden 

8.30am 
Warden 
10.30am 

Altar 
Server 

Lay 
Assistants 

Sides-
people 

 
5th 
June 

Fred 
Murphy 

Louise 
Hollings 
worth 

Michaila 
Roberts 

Alan S 
Alison C 

Michael V 
Margaret V 
 

12th 
June* 

Fred 
Murphy 

Julie 
Crossley 

Brenda 
Maclese 

Alan S 
Clare C 

Eunice W 
Julie B 
 

19th 
June 

Fred 
Murphy 

Jane 
Cawley 

Louise 
Hollings 
worth 

Alan S 
Louise H 

Brenda M 
Colin M 

26th 
June 

Fred 
Murphy 

Alison 
Mills 

Caroline 
Abiodun 

Sally R 
Caroline A 

Lyn R 
Ann A 
 

*All-age worship 
 

Parish Registers – April 2016 
 
Date Attendance Cash Envelopes Total 
3rd April 37 12.88 209.00 221.88 
10th April 49 12.00 307.90 319.90 
17th April 48 17.00 367.00 384.00 
24th April 32 5.00 234.60 239.60 
Total 166 46.88 1,118.50 1165.38 
     

St Nicholas Club Draw 
 
1st Prize: 3 Olive Huddart  
2nd Prize: 18 Women’s Fellowship (Sybil Gawkrodger) 
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Study of the Nature and Development of Man's Spiritual 
Consciousness, was published in 1911, and is romantic, engaged, 
and theoretical rather than historical or scientific. While writing it 
she came into contact with Baron Friedrich von Hugel, who 
became her spiritual mentor for many years. He gradually steered 
her away mysticism and towards a more Christocentric view of 
reality.  
 
During World War I Evelyn worked in naval intelligence, but in later 
years became a Christian pacifist. 
 
 
 

Prayer of thanks for the Queen 
 
Father,  
We thank you for our Queen, for her ninety years of life – 
and still counting! Thank you for her example of 
commitment and service; for her perseverance through 
sunshine and storm. Most of all thank you for the 
wisdom she has to know that her security and 
significance come from you alone. You are her Lord and 
King and Saviour – and you are ours. May we all, 
Sovereign or Subject, put our trust in you and walk more 
closely with you day by day, in thankfulness for Jesus 
Christ, who makes that relationship possible. Amen. 
 
By Daphne Kitching 
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sometimes feel unimaginable. I hope we can celebrate this. I know 
there is very far to go, but the United Kingdom has undertaken an 
adventure in being open to change that I hope we won’t retreat 
from. And the Queen has presided over all of this. That is one heck 
of a legacy! 

So, in the weeks, months and, indeed, years to come, when our 
faithfulness as a church community is tested – our faithfulness to 
the generosity of God and our faithfulness to the gracious, inclusive 
ethos we want to embody – I hope we can dare look to the Queen 
as example. Not because she’s the Monarch, or she’s perfect or 
any other such thing, but because she’s got on with being faithful 
to God and to public service. 

Rachel x 
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Rainbows 
 
Rainbows at St Nick’s has now been running for 2 and a half years. 
The girls are aged between 5 and 7 years.  
 
They do a variety of fun activities which include crafts., performing 
in little plays and singing in the carol concert. Most or all the girls 
work towards collecting badges. 
 
At present the girls are working towards the Queen’s Birthday 
badge to celebrate her 90th birthday. For this the girls have made 
stick pin soldiers, Union Jack lanterns and have even wrote letters 
to the queen, wishing her a happy birthday and to ask her some 
questions which include:- 
 

! Will your kids be coming to your party? 
! What colour is your dress? 
! Will you wear your crown? 
! How many televisions do you have? 
! What is your job like? 

 
The girls are also hosting a Tea party on the 18th June for their 
families who can join in with crafts and the girls will serve tea, 
sandwiches and cake.  
 
Thank you to all at St. Nicks for their continued support 
 
Rose and Iris (Claire and Jane) 
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Evelyn Underhill – mystical writer of 
the 20th century 
 
For anyone interested in Christian mysticism, Evelyn Underhill may 
be a good place to begin. She died 75 years ago this month (10th 
June 1941) after a life full of remarkable achievements: author of 
more than 30 books that explored the intersection between the 
spiritual and the physical, the first woman ever to lecture to the 
CofE clergy, the first woman to conduct spiritual retreats for the 
Church, the first woman to establish ecumenical links between 
churches, and one of the first woman theologians to lecture in 
English universities. Evelyn was also an award-winning bookbinder.  
 
Born in 1875, the daughter of a barrister from Wolverhampton, and 
then wife to a childhood friend, also a barrister, Evelyn moved in 
cultured, educated circles, and travelled widely each summer along 
the Mediterranean – both her father and husband were keen 
yachting enthusiasts. 
 
Evelyn’s inner, spiritual journey was more complex: from 
agnosticism to theism, on to Neoplatonism and then Roman 
Catholicism she went, until in 1921 she became an Anglican - with 
a later fascination for the Greek Orthodox church. Her daily life was 
one of reading, writing, and doing various forms of religious work, 
from visiting the poor to counselling people in trouble. 
 
Her spiritual search began in childhood, after a number of "abrupt 
experiences of the peaceful, undifferentiated plane of reality—like 
the 'still desert' of the mystic—in which there was no multiplicity 
nor need of explanation". Trying to understand these mystical 
experiences sparked her passion and lifelong quest.  
 
Evelyn became one of the most widely read writers on mysticism in 
the fist half of the 20th century. Her greatest book, Mysticism: A 


