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The Parish Church  
of St Nicholas Burnage 
 
Sunday Services   

8.30 a.m  Eucharist (BCP) 
10.30 a.m. Family Service and Eucharist 

For Saints and other weekday Services, please see the Diary page inside the magazine. 
Holy Baptism on 3rd Sunday of each month at 10.30 a.m.  
Holy Communion is taken to the housebound by arrangement with the Minister. 

Minister Rev’d Canon Rachel Mann 
0161 432 7009 

  

Curate  Rev’d Alan Simpson Ordinand Ms Sally Robinson 

Churchwardens Mrs Alison Mills 
(07932071977)  

Organists Mr Oliver Mills (07786 
337087) 

 Ms Jane Cawley (0161 283 
0513) 

 Ms Elizabeth Bray 

Assistant 
Wardens 

Hon. 
Treasurer 

Mrs Caroline Abiodun 

 Minutes 
Secretary 

Mrs Ann Ackerman 

 Deanery 
Synod 

Mrs Grace Manley  

  Mrs Christine Price 

 

Mr Fred Murphy  

Mrs Grace Manley  

Ms Jill Lomas  

Mrs Julie Crossley  

Mrs Louise Hollingsworth 

  

Elected on PCC Magazine 
Distribution 

Mrs Brenda Maclese 

 Missionary 
Secretary 

Mrs Margaret Vessey 

   

   

   

 

Mrs Lyn Rimmer, (electoral 
Roll Officer) 

Mrs Margaret Witty 

Mr Tony Witty 

Mrs Alison Cullen 

Ms Michaila Roberts 

Mrs Julie Bodgers 
  

www.st-nicholas-church.org.uk 
St Nicholas Church, Kingsway, Manchester, M19 1PL 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St Nicholas News 
July 2016   
Price 50p 

 



2 

Church Diary July 2016 
 
Date Time Event 
Saturday 2nd  2.00 pm Service to commemorate the 100th Anniversary 

of the Battle of the Somme: 
At William Temple Church, Wythenshawe 

Sunday 3rd   St Thomas 
 8.30 am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 10.30 am Parish Communion 

Tuesday 5th  7.30 pm Taize service 

Wednesday 7th  10.00 am Eucharist 
   
Sunday 10th   Trinity 7 
 8.30 am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 10.30 am All Age Worship 

Wednesday 13th  10.00 am Eucharist 
   
Sunday 19th  Trinity 8 
 8.30 am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 10.30 am Parish Communion 

Wednesday 20th  10.00 am Eucharist 
Sunday 24th   Trinity 9 
 8.30 am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 10.30 am Parish Communion 

Wednesday 25th  10.00 am Eucharist 
Sunday 31st  8.30 am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 10.30 am Parish Communion 
   

 
   

  Deadline for August Edition: 15th July! 
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Organisations 
 
The Maker’s Club (Sunday School)  
Mrs. Margaret Witty (0161 432 2933) 
For all children aged 3 years upwards in the hall from 10.15 a.m 
 
Women’s Fellowship  
Chairman: Mrs Ann Holmes (0161 434 2245) 
Second and Fourth Wednesdays at 2.30 pm 
 
Confirmation Classes 
For young people and adults by arrangement with the Minister. 
 
Rainbows 
For girls aged 5 to 7 years. 
Wednesday evening, 6 pm to 7 pm, in the church hall  
 

Church Hall Bookings 
 

Church Hall and Glass Room are available for hire. 
 

Details are on our website: 
 

www.st-nicholas-church.org.uk 
 

For bookings please contact: 
 

Mrs Caroline Abiodon (0161 431 6535) 
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Rachel writes… 
 
As you read July’s magazine, I trust that this year’s ‘big production’ 
has gone off without a hitch. No, I’m not talking about a successor 
to last year’s stage production, The Tree of War, but the curate 
Alan’s first service as a priest! Preparation for it was quite an 
undertaking, given the number of people who wanted to come and 
take part. I extend a particular ‘thank you’ to the Church Wardens 
and their team for ensuring that we handled the occasion with 
aplomb. 
 
To be ordained priest is a huge step in the life of any minister. 
Whilst being made a deacon represents a first and often terrifying 
move into ordained ministry – I’ll never forget the first day I walked 
down a street in my dog collar! – it is the priest who traditionally 
gathers up those things which make the church ‘the church’. S/he 
can pronounce forgiveness and blessing and preside at the 
Eucharist amongst many other things. It is a role in which is vested 
awesome and humbling authority. Furthermore, it is a way of being 
faithful to God’s call which cannot be sustained without two 
essentials: grace and humour. 
 
When I was ordained priest in 2006 I actually made a bit of a fool of 
myself. As the hands of the Bishop and the priests was laid upon 
me I burst into tears. Not the quiet tears of joy that one might hope 
for, but huge gasping sobs. I remained a blubbing wreck for the 
rest of the service. It was not my finest hour (imagine the poor 
Bishop as he had to pronounce blessing between my sobs!). 
However, my emotional response was a token of the powerful 
moment that ordination can be. For me it signalled the culmination 
of many years of discernment, false starts and, ultimately, trust that 
God would reveal the path. 
 
I want to remind each of us that God is faithful and is calling us into 
deeper service and vocation. For the primary call God makes to us 
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is not directed towards priests or deacons or bishops, but on each 
of us as Christians. It is our baptismal commitment that matters. 
When we are baptized we commit ourselves to not be ashamed to 
confess our faith in Christ.  
 
It is easy to imagine that the work of service and commitment is 
primarily that of the ordained. However, if that world-view ever 
worked, it has lost traction in recent years. The church has begun 
to recover a proper sense of the priesthood of all believers. In short, 
that the vocation of being a follower of Jesus, of being baptized 
into his Body, is the starting point for everything. 
 
So my challenge this month is to invite you to think about how you 
might deepen your relationship with God and seek to embody the 
Good News. The word ‘embody’ is important. It suggests that what 
we should seek to do is live our relationship with God in our bodies, 
not simply in our minds. In other words, it’s not about intentions, 
but about living. For example, when we pray, we are doing 
something embodied. Our posture often changes, perhaps we 
close our eyes. We become more concentrated and hopefully in a 
place where God can meet us and we meet God. And as we pray, 
we draw into closer relationship with the world. That then can act 
as a spring to deeper action and faithful love. As God changes us, 
we begin to show more of God to the world in our action. 
 
So, as Alan commences a new stage in his ministry, may we all be 
open to discern where God is calling us to be. 

 
 

Rachel x 
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Church Duty Rota – July 2016 
 
Date Warden 

8.30am 
Warden 
10.30am 

Altar 
Server 

Lay 
Assistants 

Sides-
people 

 
3rd Fred 

Murphy 
Jill 
Lomas 

Jane 
Cawley 

Jane C 
Grace M 

Anne T 
Anne H 
Michaila R 

10th * Fred 
Murphy 

Grace 
Manley 

Peter 
Cullen 

Julie C 
Margaret V 

Sybil G 
Alison C 

17th  Fred 
Murphy 

Louise 
Hollings 
worth 

Michaila 
Roberts 

Sally R 
Lyn R 

Michael V 
Margaret V 
 

24th Fred 
Murphy 

Julie 
Crossley 

Caroline 
Abiodun 

Caroline A 
Anne T 

Eunice W 
Julie B 

31st   Fred 
Murphy 

Jane 
Cawley 

Brenda 
Maclese 

Brenda M 
Cliff S 

Lyn R 
Ann A 
 

*All-age worship 
 

Parish Registers – May 2016 
 
Date Attendance Cash Envelopes Total 
1st May 38 7.00 301.00 308.00 
8th May 37 12.00 395.50 407.50 
16th May 46 20.25 279.00 299.25 
22nd May 34 8.50 269.50 278.00 
29th May 50 5.60 405.00 410.60 
Total 205 53.35 1650.00 1703.35 
     

St Nicholas Club Draw 
1st Prize: 5 Susan Wrigley  
2nd Prize: 29 Anne Holmes 
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Time Choices 

(Lk 10:38-42) 
 
Martha is distracted, 
too busy  
preparing for the needs of the day. 
Not enough time… not enough time. 
 
Mary is focused, 
taking time to meet the needs of the heart. 
Sitting still, 
seeing through the paraphernalia of every day 
with a new clarity that changes her world.  
Mary listens to Jesus. 
She chooses life.  
 
There is time…there is time. 
We all have our life time. 
What will we choose? 
 
By Daphne Kitching 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Many thanks to everyone 
who gave to Christian Aid: 
£112.80 was raised! 
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Christian Art 
 
If we couldn’t read or write how would we imagine a picture of 
Jesus of Nazareth or Christ? By thought and recognition perhaps, 
but recognition of what? Thinking of what? Recognition comes 
through memory and memory from education and experience; we 
rely on our epistemic basis (The branch of philosophy that deals 
with the area of knowledge , its source, criteria, kinds and 
relationship between what is known and the one who is knowing it).  
 
But quite simply put, would a picture give you information, 
knowledge and recognition? What is a picture? A sign, symbol or 
drawing made by a creative art or talent, which was given to 
mankind from God, our Creator. All this sounds straight forward 
enough, but what kind of image are you relating to from your 
thought? We nearly all end up with a stereotyped image of Christ; 
something we recognise from our cultural heritage in-bred in 
society and from religious influence. 

 
A good start for the Judean Christians was the 
expectation of a coming Messiah; then by the 
recognition of the Messiah after the event of his 
baptism by Saint John, plus the heavenly 
reaction to it (the appearance of the dove in the 
form of the Holy Spirit) so the scene had been 
set for the most important visual picture of 
Christianity; for the first divine image or picture 

of God, created by God and not a created pagan idol to worship 
made by mankind. A visual picture contains the iconographical 
dove and an illusion of light which is meant to reveal the voice of 
God with the familiar words: 
“This is my Son in whom I am well pleased.” 
 
John the Baptist in such pictures makes a contrast with the divine 
aura surrounding Jesus. 
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Saturday 6th August, 7.00 pm, at St Chad’s  
 
Licensing for Rev Mark Hewerdine as part time 
priest at St Chad’s and part time lead Deanery 
Mission and 'Fresh Expressions'. Mark will also be 
licensed as assistant curate for St. Nicholas 
Church. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
When we look at a painting of Christ, we are not seeing Christ 
himself but the artist’s supposition of what Christ (or Jesus of 
Nazareth) looked like. This is determined by the artists’ genre, 
cultural and personal or ordered effect, religious belief.  
 
Irene Smith 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


