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Church Hall Bookings 
 

Church Hall and Glass Room are available for hire. 
 

Details are on our website: 
 

www.st-nicholas-church.org.uk 
 

For bookings please contact: 
 

Mrs Caroline Abiodon (0161 431 6535) 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St Nicholas News 
December 2016   

Price 50p 
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Church Diary December 2016 
 
Date Time Event 
Sunday 4th   Birthday Sunday 
 8.30 am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 10.30 am All-age worship 

Tuesday 6th  7.30 Taize Evening Prayer 
Wednesday 7th  10.00 am Eucharist 
 2.00 pm First Faith Explorer Group at St Nickʼs Rectory 
Sunday 11th   Advent 3 
 8.30 am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 10.30 am Paris Communion 
 3.00 pm Carol Service 

Wednesday 14th    10.00 am Eucharist 
 2.00 pm First Faith Explorer Group at St Nickʼs Rectory 
Sunday 18th   Advent 4 
 8.30 am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 10.30 am Parish Communion 
 3.00 pm Carol Service  

Wednesday 21st    10.00 am Eucharist 
Saturday 24th 4.00 pm  St Chadʼs Crib Service 
 11.30 pm Midnight Eucharist 
Sunday 27th   Christmas Day 
 8.30 am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 10.30 am Family Service  

 
The following item is from http://www.parishpump.co.uk/ : cover picture,  
 
 

      
   Deadline for January Edition: 15th December! 
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The Parish Church  
of St Nicholas Burnage 
 
Sunday Services   

8.30 a.m  Eucharist (BCP) 
10.30 a.m. Family Service and Eucharist 

For Saints and other weekday Services, please see the Diary page inside the magazine. 
Holy Baptism on 3rd Sunday of each month at 10.30 a.m.  
Holy Communion is taken to the housebound by arrangement with the Minister. 

Minister Rev’d Canon Rachel Mann 
0161 432 7009 

  

Curate  Rev’d Alan Simpson Ordinand Ms Sally Robinson 

Churchwardens Mrs Alison Mills 
(07932071977)  

Organists Mr Oliver Mills (07786 
337087) 

 Ms Jane Cawley (0161 283 
0513) 

 Ms Elizabeth Bray 

Assistant 
Wardens 

Hon. 
Treasurer 

Mrs Caroline Abiodun 

 Minutes 
Secretary 

Mrs Ann Ackerman 

 Deanery 
Synod 

Mrs Grace Manley  

  Mrs Christine Price 

 

Mr Fred Murphy  

Mrs Grace Manley  

Ms Jill Lomas  

Mrs Julie Crossley  

Mrs Louise Hollingsworth 

  

Elected on PCC Magazine 
Distribution 

Mrs Brenda Maclese 

 Missionary 
Secretary 

Mrs Margaret Vessey 

   

   

   

 

Mrs Lyn Rimmer, (electoral 
Roll Officer) 

Mrs Margaret Witty 

Mr Tony Witty 

Mrs Alison Cullen 

Ms Michaila Roberts 

Mrs Julie Bodgers 
  

www.st-nicholas-church.org.uk 
St Nicholas Church, Kingsway, Manchester, M19 1PL 
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Church Duty Rota – December 2016 
 
Date Warden 

8.30am 
Warden 
10.30am 

Altar 
Server 

Lay 
Assistants 

Sides-
people 

 
4th   Fred 

Murphy 
Jane 
Cawley 

Caroline 
Abiodun 

Caroline A 
Alison M 

Brenda M 
Colin M 

11th  Fred 
Murphy 

Alison 
Mills 

Brenda 
Maclese 

Brenda M 
Cliff S 

Lyn R 
Ann A 

18th  Fred 
Murphy 

Jill 
Lomas 

Jane 
Cawley 

Jane C 
Julie C 

Anne T 
Anne H 
Michaila R 

24th    Fred 
Murphy 

Grace 
Manley 

Peter 
Cullen 

Alison C 
Sally R 

Margaret V 
Michael V 

25th  Fred 
Murphy 

Louise 
Hollings-
worth 

Michaila 
Roberts 

Grace M 
Lyn R 

Sybil G 
Alison C 

 

Organisations 
 
The Maker’s Club (Sunday School)  
Mrs. Margaret Witty (0161 432 2933) 
For all children aged 3 years upwards in the hall from 10.15 a.m 
 
Women’s Fellowship  
Chairman: Mrs Ann Holmes (0161 434 2245) 
Second and Fourth Wednesdays at 2.30 pm 
 
Confirmation Classes 
For young people and adults by arrangement with the Minister. 
 
Rainbows 
For girls aged 5 to 7 years. 
Wednesday evening, 6 pm to 7 pm, in the church hall  
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Rachel writes… 
 
Each autumn the Oxford English Dictionary chooses a word of the 
year. This year it chose ‘post-truth’ or ‘posttruth’. Perhaps you’ve 
never heard of it. A few months ago, the word didn’t exist. 
However, in the past six months or so it’s become a word used in 
countless newspapers, on blogs and social media sites. The driver 
for its emergence as a ‘buzz’ word has been national and 
international political events. 
 
For good or ill, many commentators have claimed that the results of 
the ‘Brexit’ Referendum and Donald Trump’s success in the U.S. 
Presidential Election demonstrate we are living in a ‘post-truth’ era. 
In both campaigns we saw some quite extraordinary claims being 
made. In one respect that’s politics. What’s been striking about this 
year, however, is that, even when claims were demonstrably false, 
large sections of the electorate didn’t seem to care. So, for 
example, Donald Trump consistently repeated falsehoods about 
Hillary Clinton, the climate and the economy. He was challenged 
about them on TV and in debate. He simply repeated his points and 
just said them louder. Rather than harming his chances, his 
brazenness was treated as a positive by a large section of the 
electorate. 
 
This may seem to have very little to do with Advent and Christmas. 
However, both seasons are invitations to live in the truth. Advent – 
as a time of penitence – reminds us not only to be prepared and 
alert, but to strip away ‘flim-flam’. In effect, we are invited to live in 
‘the facts’, even if they’re challenging. We are asked to prepare 
ourselves for the transformation of the world and we do that 
through prayer, fasting and being attentive to God’s promises. The 
glitter and the tinsel of the world is not, on this picture, ‘The 
Kingdom’. The Kingdom that is here and yet to come is of a quite 
different character. 
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Equally, Christmas – despite its endless gathering-up of story, myth 
and ritual – centres on the truth. Let’s be clear. I’m not suggesting 
that Jesus’ birth happened precisely as characterised in the Gospel 
accounts. But they exist in order to show forth the truth: that the 
one called Jesus is the Christ. And in saying that they are 
suggesting that he is a king, a prophet and priest. He is our 
salvation. And the nativity accounts seem to make this 
extraordinary claim: that Jesus ‘Kingship’ is not the kingship we 
associate with this world. He is not born in a palace with a silver 
spoon in his mouth. As a king, prophet and priest – as saviour – he 
speaks not from the palaces of power but the margins of fragility. 
 
The truth of Jesus Christ remains extraordinarily challenging in our 
present day. If we are in a ‘post-truth’ world, what does that mean 
for the claims of faith? In one sense, nothing. As the old line has it: 
‘Jesus Christ yesterday, today and tomorrow.’ We stand by the 
hope that is within us. However, at a deeper level, when faced with 
post-truth politics, we are called to renewed celebration of the 
Christ-Child. We must stand firm to the hope and peace he 
represents. In a ‘post-truth’ world it’s likely that people will make 
ever more ridiculous claims ‘as if’ they’re true. These will concern 
neighbours, friends, strangers and, even, ourselves. Jesus reminds 
us that the Commandments come down to this: ‘Love God and 
love your neighbour as yourself.’ And the way we dare to be faithful 
to that will be the mark of our faithfulness to the Living God who 
comes unto us at Christmas. 
 
All festive blessings be yours! 

 Rachel x 
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For your bookshelf…  
Discipleship, by David Watson: recommended by Margaret 
Vessey 

David Watson was well known in the 
seventies and eighties as a respected 
preacher and writer, before his death 
from cancer in 1984. But (perhaps 
unusually), his books have remained 
popular to the present day. Discipleship 
is one of the most highly regarded of 
these. 
 
There are chapters on such subjects as 
Creating Community, Evangelism, Prayer, 
and Discipleship and Simple Lifestyle. 
Margaret reassures us that it’s not the 
sort of book you have to read from start 
to finish: each chapter stands up on its 
own. Why not give it a try? 

 
 (The anonymous poem below is quoted by David Watson in his 
chapter on Evangelism.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Not merely in the words you say 
  Not only in your deeds confessed, 
But in the most unconscious way 
  Is Christ expressed. 
Is it a calm and peaceful smile? 
  A holy light upon your brow? 
Oh no! I felt his presence while 
  You laughed just now. 
For me ‘twas not the truth you taught, 
  To you so clear, to me so dim, 
 
 

But when you came to me you 
brought 
  A sense of him.  
And from your eyes he beckons 
me, 
  And from your heart his love 
is shed, 
Till I lose sight of you, and see 
  The Christ instead. 
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ministry on earth, Jesus, also known as God’s Son, went into the 
desert to pray to His Heavenly father. The beauty in that holy stable 
that night must have been unsurpassable and wondrous. There is a 
message from God to mankind, which will become Jesus’ mission 
on earth. Now we must accept and wait with faith. 
 
The word “faith”, in the dictionary, means “complete trust and 
confidence.” I will add belief. Our faith will flourish and grow over 
time, and will give us joy. In the title Faith and Beauty are linked 
together well. They both have a depth of meaning to use and 
explore.  
 
Wishing all at St Nick’s a Joyous and Happy Christmas Time.  

         Irene Smith (M. Theol) 

 
 
Parish Registers – October 2016 
 
Date Attendance Cash Envelopes Total 
2nd  50 34.70 251.50 286.20 
9th     45 14.50 364.00 378.50 
16th   48 14.60 395.50 410.10 
23rd  43 5.50 350.10 355.60 
30th  32 52.50 193.30 245.80 
Total  121.80 1554.40 1676.20 
     

St Nicholas Club Draw 
1st Prize: 31 Emily Crossley 
2nd Prize: 52 Hilary Shepherd 
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Little Elves of St.Nick’s… 
 

Our Christmas Fair was a great team 
effort with all the elves working hard in 
 the weeks before to collect items for the 
stall and in the final days to price the goods, put the 
tombola prizes in order and prepare the hall, stalls 
and food.  
 

Father Christmas called in to see the children and 
watched them enjoying painting, decorating biscuits 
and colouring Christmas scenes, in a ‘winter 

wonderland’. They asked him to bring 
them Sylvanian families, lego, colouring 
books amongst other things.  
 
We welcomed more visitors than 
previous years, the kitchen was very 
busy for the whole three hours, the hall 

and church was busier than the Manchester 
Christmas Markets at one point during the day. There 
was a great ‘buzz’ about the hall. Christmas music 
helped to keep people dancing and singing thanks to 
our new speaker. 

 
We raised £1138.25 once everything came in – 
a splendid amount which will help us to 
maintain the church building.  
 
Thank you to everyone who donated items; 
moved the pews and tables, helped on the day 

or simply came and enjoyed the event.  
 
Your support is really appreciated… 
Thank you! 
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Home Communion 
 

Do you know someone who would 
welcome Home Communion – perhaps a 
friend, relative or neighbour? Or maybe 
you, yourself, would like to receive 
communion at home.   
 
Home Communion is a shortened service 
for those who cannot get to church for one 

reason or another. The bread and wine is consecrated by the priest 
at a service in church and then transferred to a portable, Home 
Communion set.  This means that if people are receiving 
communion at a later time and in a different place, they are still 
linked to the body of the congregation and the main acts of 
worship.  
 
Trained Lay Assistants are representatives of that worship and 
congregation, and bring the consecrated elements so that those 
receiving the sacraments are a part of the church even though they 
receive the Bread and Wine at home.  
 
“Because there is one bread, we who are many are one body; for 
we all partake of the one bread.”   (1 Corinthians 10:16–17)  
 
At St Nicholas Church, we have a number of Lay Assistants who 
regularly take Home Communion out to people in the community. 
Sometimes this is a temporary measure as people recover from an 
illness or an operation, but often it is long-term. 
 
If you are interested please contact Rev’d Rachel Mann (0161 432 
7009), or Alison Mills (Churchwarden 079320 71977) and they will 
arrange for a Lay Assistant to visit at a convenient time.  
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Faith and Beauty  
 
The week of 23rd October was designated as Faith and Beauty 
Week. There were many radio broadcasts on this Sunday from 
differing sources world-wide. The morning began with religious 
leaders talking, followed by groups singing or talking about various 
experiences as well as individuals such as our sportsmen and 
women from the Olympic games- including our Para-Olympians. 
There are so many ways to allude to beauty. One of the religious 
leaders – who after listening to all the views put forward beforehand 
– stated: 
  
“Beauty is in the eye of the beholder, and is as relevant today.” 
 
We can enjoy the beauty of birdsong, opera, easy listening and jazz 
in the music category. (This is a very minor, mixed example for you 
to think about.) God’s Holy Spirit will be with us and can open a 
pathway to God, taking our musicality into account. God knows us 
so well. We should thank Him with praise and adoration. He is with 
us in the hard times too. We can pray to God in our church worship 
and private prayer. We can meditate daily with praying afterwards. 
We can talk to God as the day progresses through our Lord Jesus 
Christ. God is always there for us – are we there for Him? Faith and 
beauty could fill our days – never mind a week – with appreciation 
and love.  
 
We are now in December during which we prepare for the 
celebration of the Holy Birth. As God came into the world, He took 
a manger (which had been used for the animals to feed) from the 
lowly stable, the only shelter in Bethlehem that night. Mary gave 
birth and laid the baby in the manger. Angels appeared to offer 
praise and adoration, followed by the shepherds. This is the 
Nativity scene we all (hopefully) know. The baby is named “Jesus”.  
He grew up and followed his earthly father – Joseph – as a 
carpenter. When it was time for him to fulfil his purpose and 


