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Church Diary August 2016

Organisations

Date

The Maker’s Club (Sunday School)
Mrs. Margaret Witty (0161 432 2933)
For all children aged 3 years upwards in the hall from 10.15 a.m

nd

Tuesday 2
rd
Wednesday 3
th
Saturday 6
Sunday 7

Time

Event

7.30 pm
10.00 am
7 pm at St
Chads

Taize service
Eucharist
Licensing for Rev Mark Hewerdine

th

Wednesday 10
Sunday 14

Eucharist

8.30 am
10.30 am

Trinity 12
Holy Communion (BCP)
All Age Worship

th

10.00 am

Eucharist

8.30 am
10.30 am

Trinity 13
Holy Communion (BCP)
Parish Communion

10.00 am

Eucharist

8.30 am
10.30 am

Trinity 14
Holy Communion (BCP)
Parish Communion

10.00 am

Eucharist

st

Wednesday 24
Sunday 28

10.00 am

th

Wednesday 17
Sunday 21

th

8.30 am
10.30 am

Trinity 11
Holy Communion (BCP)
Parish Communion

th

th

Wednesday 31

st

Women’s Fellowship
Chairman: Mrs Ann Holmes (0161 434 2245)
Second and Fourth Wednesdays at 2.30 pm
Confirmation Classes
For young people and adults by arrangement with the Minister.
Rainbows
For girls aged 5 to 7 years.
Wednesday evening, 6 pm to 7 pm, in the church hall

Church Hall Bookings
Church Hall and Glass Room are available for hire.
Details are on our website:

Deadline for September Edition:
15th August!

www.st-nicholas-church.org.uk
For bookings please contact:
Mrs Caroline Abiodon (0161 431 6535)

Front cover photo is from the Alcázar de los Reyes Cristianos in Córdoba, Spain
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The Curate Writes…
It is my first full week back in the office since returning from a
fantastic holiday, having spent a week on the beautiful island of
Fuerteventura where Stuart and I were blessed with wonderful
weather, excellent food and indulged in just the occasional
consumption of an exotic beverage! This was the perfect setting
for some much needed time and space to be able to reflect and
gather some thoughts on the events of the past few weeks. And,
particularly for me, to be able to digest the momentous events of
the weekend of the 25th and 26th June.
Prior to the ordination service for Priests on the afternoon of the
25th June, myself and the 16 other deacons were transported off
for the obligatory guided retreat – this year’s retreat was located at
Foxhill near the village of Frodsham (the retreat Centre for the
Diocese of Chester). The retreat was essentially silent, but was
guided by a wonderful priest from the Diocese of Liverpool, Canon
Kate Wharton, who shared with us some poignant insights into her
own vocational journey and subsequent ordained ministry.
It was an opportunity to be still, albeit momentarily, and to take
time to think about the previous year as we had all encountered the
transition from ordinands to ordained deacons and new curates.
We explored how we had immersed ourselves into the respective
worshipping communities and contexts we had been licensed to.
This time separated from the world allowed for the opportunity to
take stock and to consider what had gone well during the first year
of curacy and also, perhaps, what we felt had not gone so well. It
was an opportunity to share experiences and insights with one
another.
The final day of the retreat focused on the events of the next 24
hours and our impending ordination to the Priesthood. We focused
upon what that would mean for us as individuals, as well as for
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those who journey alongside us: partners, family members, friends,
our training incumbents and the congregations we serve.
Questions such as “will we feel different?” or “will we be perceived
as different?” arose. There was lots of prayer, fellowship, laughter
and occasionally tears – but it proved to be a fruitful time and
served us well for the days ahead.
The ordination service was a wonderful experience; I was truly
blessed to have so many family, friends and colleagues from so
many different aspects and, dare I say, periods of my life, present
in a spirit of prayer and support. It was particularly special to have
folk from St Nick’s at the ordination service and I am only sorry that
I couldn’t invite more of you, but I felt, very keenly, that your love,
prayers and support were very much with me as I knelt before
Bishop Mark to make my declarations and, finally, as he laid his
hands upon my head at the point of ordination – it was a truly
humbling and, I have to say, quite a terrifying experience!
The terrifying experiences didn’t stop there...! I was immensely
touched to see so many present at my First Eucharist on the
Sunday, you all made it such a very special experience. I think it
would be fair to say I was quite terrified as I stood in the vestry prior
to the service, but grateful to be with both Bishop Mark and Rachel,
who helped to reassure and calm the nerves. I would like to
express a particular thanks to Gemma and Sally (Deacon and SubDeacon) both of whom kept me calm and collected in ways I don’t
think either realised at the time; and to Rachel, Ollie and the
Churchwardens who worked so very hard to make the occasion so
poignant and an experience that will remain with me for many years
to come.
I also want to take this opportunity to thank you all for your
continued love, prayers, support and most of all for being the loving
embodiment of Christ’s love at St Nick’s.
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Church Duty Rota – August 2016
Date

Warden
8.30am

Warden
10.30am

7th

Fred
Murphy

Alison
Mills

14th

Fred
Murphy
Fred
Murphy

Jill
Lomas
Grace
Manley

Fred
Murphy

Louise
Hollingsworth

21st
28th

Altar
Server

Lay
Assistants

Sidespeople

Louise
Hollingsworth
Michaila
Roberts
Caroline
Abiodun

Anne H
Grace M

Brenda M
Colin M

Alison C
Julie C
Caroline A
Jill L

Jane
Cawley

Lyn R
Clare C

Lyn R
Ann A
Anne T
Anne H
Michaila R
Sybil G
Alison C

Parish Registers – June 2016
Date
Attendance
Cash
Envelopes
Total
5th
45
34.20
281.00
315.20
th
12
50
25.10
296.00
321.10
th
19
58
47.80
337.00
384.80
26th
58
330.65
147.00
477.65
(Alan’s First Communion Service)
Total
437.75
1061.00 1498.75

St Nicholas Club Draw
1st Prize: 16 Brenda Maclese
2nd Prize: 38 Michael Vessey
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Why not join the club?
The St Nicolas Club
draws every month
First Prize: £25
Second Prize: £15
Just £12.50 to join for the
year 2016-2017!

God’s grace distilling
The grace of God on you distil,
The grace of Christ bedewing fill,
The grace of Spirit flowing still
Each day and night upon you pour
Of this life’s share for you in store;
O day and night upon you pour
Of this life’s share for you in store.
From Poems of the Western Highlanders
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My Gran used to say, that when you peel the layers from an onion,
you're still left with an onion, albeit smaller and shinier, but it is still
an onion. My sense of vocation to ordained ministry began when I
was very young, perhaps even before I was born, as scripture tell
us: "Before I formed you in the womb I knew you” (Jeremiah 1:5).
And it would be fair comment indeed to say that my vocational
journey has taken many twists and turns over the years - but here I
am – a smaller onion, perhaps shinier, but nonetheless still an
onion!
As we approach what I hope will be for you all a period of rest and
relaxation, be assured of my continued prayers. And I ask that you
continue to pray for me as I settle into my Priesthood and strive to
serve you, as a servant of the servants of the people of God.
May the Lord in his abundant love and mercy, bless you all.

Fr. Alan
Saturday 6th August, 7.00 pm, at St Chad’s
Licensing for Rev Mark Hewerdine as part time
priest at St Chad’s and part time lead Deanery
Mission and 'Fresh Expressions'. Mark will also be
licensed as assistant curate for St. Nicholas
Church.

Many thanks to everyone
who gave to The National
Kidney Federation: £44.10
was raised!
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Surgical Update from Rachel
Now that the discomfort is subsiding, I thought I'd give a proper update
on my recent surgical procedure.
As many of you will know, about two years ago I had something called a
'Double-Balloon Dilatation'. Or rather, the procedure was tried and
abandoned as the narrowed sections of my ileum showed ulcerated
Crohn's rather than fibrotic Crohn's. It was stopped because it was all
too dangerous.
Since then I've been on a weekly dose of Humira, as well as
Methotrexate. On Friday the Dilatation was attempted again.
This time, I'm glad to say, my ileum showed fibrotic Crohn's and my
consultant, Dr Rob Willert, decided to go ahead and 'stretch' the bowel.
He found that the 40 cm of ileum proximal to my ileostomy was
splendidly healthy. Yay! Then there was a section of bowel - a few
centimetres long - of about 7-8mm diameter ('normal' ileum = c. 30mm I
think!). This has been stretched to c 15mm.
Further on Rob found what he described as a 'pinhole stricture'.
Basically, I've been incredibly lucky not to have ended up with it
completely blocked and in hospital. No wonder I've been in agony when
eating anything other than v simple/easily digested foods.
He managed to stretch to about 7/8 mm.
The plan is for me to make return visits over the coming months with the
aim of stretching these strictures further (and potentially seeing if there
are any other issues higher up!).
I am profoundly grateful to the NHS. This is a service we must fight for
and support. People like Rob are amazing - humble, unpretentious and
brilliant. But so are the rest of his team - nurses, nursing assistants etc.
Thanks for reading. Thanks for your kind messages, your love and your
prayers.
xx R
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Harvest Collection for Barnabus
This year Barnabus has reached a landmark 25
years Anniversary of providing life-changing support
to the homeless. Barnabus is a Christian Homeless
Charity based in Manchester. It started with just one
man walking the streets, giving out food and drink
to the homeless.
The team now offers a lifeline to 600 visiting homeless and
vulnerable people each week, many of whom have severe
addictions or mental health issues. They support their physical,
emotional and spiritual needs and do all they can to help them get
back into mainstream society. They have received the 'unsung
heroes' Queens award for Voluntary Service, but they do not
receive any government funding, and rely entirely on donations.
For our Harvest Festival on 25th September we are collecting items
for Barnabus. Please help by donating the following items:
• Food: tinned food; beans, soups, corned beef, tuna, curries
and stews, sausages, vegetables, spaghetti etc. / biscuits,
cakes, chocolate, crisps / jam, marmalade, peanut butter /
pasta, pot noodles, rice, cuppa soups / long life milk, tea,
coffee, sugar / fruit juice, cordial / fresh fruit and vegetables
• Men’s and Women’s clothing: jeans, joggers, combats /
jumpers, fleeces, sweatshirts, t-shirts / shoes, boots, trainers
/ coats, anoraks, jackets / gloves, scarves / socks, boxers
(small and medium- new only), women’s underwear size 1214 (new only)
• Other essentials: bin bags, washing up liquid / plastic
cutlery, insulated foam cups / shower gel, shampoo /
shaving foam, disposable razors / deodorant (roll-ons only) /
sleeping bags
More info at www.barnabus-manchester.org.uk
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