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The Parish Church  
of St Nicholas Burnage 
 
Sunday Services   

8.30 a.m  Eucharist (BCP) 
10.30 a.m. Family Service and Eucharist 

For Saints and other weekday Services, please see the Diary page inside the magazine. 
Holy Baptism on 3rd Sunday of each month at 10.30 a.m.  
Holy Communion is taken to the housebound by arrangement with the Minister. 

Minister Rev’d Canon Rachel Mann 
0161 432 7009 

  

Curate  Rev’d Alan Simpson Ordinand Ms Sally Robinson 

Churchwardens Mrs Alison Mills 
(07932071977)  

Organists Mr Oliver Mills (07786 
337087) 

 Ms Jane Cawley (0161 283 
0513) 

 Ms Elizabeth Bray 
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Church Diary October 2016 
 
Date Time Event 
Sunday 2nd   Trinity 19 
 8.30 am No 8.30 service this week 
 10.30 am Parish Communion 
Tuesday 4th  7.30 pm Taize Evening Prayer 
Wednesday 5th  10.00 am Eucharist 
Sunday 9th   Trinity 20 
 8.30 am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 10.30 am Parish Communion 
 After service: meeting to plan Christmas Fair 

Monday 10th  7.00 pm PCC Mission and Stewardship meeting, Rectory 
Wednesday 12th  10.00 am Eucharist 
 2.30 pm Womenʼs Fellowship: Journey to the Front Line 

– Reflections on the Somme – Rev Rachel Mann 
Saturday 15th  12.00 am 

– 3.00 pm  
St Chad’s – Buffet Lunch to publicise 
Christian Aid’s “Speak Up” week of action on 
cl imate change 

Sunday 16th  Trinity 21 
 8.30 am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 10.30 am Parish Communion 

Wednesday 19th    10.00 am Eucharist 
Saturday 22nd  10.30 am Women’s Fellowship: Coffee Morning (till 

Noon) 

Sunday 23rd   Trinity Last  
 8.30 am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 10.30 am Parish Communion 

Wednesday 26th  10.00 am Eucharist 
 2.30 pm Womenʼs Fellowship: The work of the Dogs 

Trust – Ms Lucy Marsh 
Sunday 30th   All Saints 
 8.30 am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 10.30 am Parish Communion 

 
The following items are from http://www.parishpump.co.uk/ : cover picture, 
‘Bible Bites’, ‘The Waterfall’, and ‘Luke the Evangelist’ 
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Organisations 
 
The Maker’s Club (Sunday School)  
Mrs. Margaret Witty (0161 432 2933) 
For all children aged 3 years upwards in the hall from 10.15 a.m 
 
Women’s Fellowship  
Chairman: Mrs Ann Holmes (0161 434 2245) 
Second and Fourth Wednesdays at 2.30 pm 
 
Confirmation Classes 
For young people and adults by arrangement with the Minister. 
 
Rainbows 
For girls aged 5 to 7 years. 
Wednesday evening, 6 pm to 7 pm, in the church hall  
 

Church Hall Bookings 
 

Church Hall and Glass Room are available for hire. 
 

Details are on our website: 
 

www.st-nicholas-church.org.uk 
 

For bookings please contact: 
 

Mrs Caroline Abiodon (0161 431 6535) 
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Rachel writes… 
 
It would take an act of almost wilful ignorance for any long-term UK 
resident to be unaware that the Church of England has some 
problems. Since the 1950s there’s been a gradual reduction in 
church going in England, and, since the 1970s, a strong sense that 
most people no longer see their default identity as ‘C of E’. There 
are, of course, many factors in these changes and I’m not going to 
outline them here. Rather, I think it’s important for us to 
acknowledge ‘the facts’. 

 
As a Church of England parish church, St Nicks faces many 
challenges and opportunities, whether that’s in terms of fabric or in 
terms of the helping our congregation to grow and thrive. In many 
respects I am not over anxious about these matters, primarily 
because God is extraordinary gracious and good. That which is of 
God cannot be kept down in the long-term. However, it’s also clear 
to me that we are called into partnership with God to work for the 
Kingdom. We are people of The Way and we follow where Christ 
leads, but we only do that in participation. We are also the Body of 
Christ. If we are to be that in the world we have to get on actually 
live it. 

 
As such, we have ‘re-booted’ our Mission and Stewardship Group. 
It includes people like the church wardens, the curate and me as 
well a number of other volunteers from both the PCC and the wider 
congregation. We are in the midst of developing a Mission Action 
Plan (MAP). If you haven’t heard of them, expect to become a 
mighty expert on them in coming months! I’ve no wish to sport with 
your intelligence, but for those of you who don’t know what a MAP 
is, it’s a way of reflecting on where we are as a congregation/parish 
and – by understanding our hopes, priorities and opportunities – 
planning our mission strategy. If that still sounds a little opaque, do 
not be alarmed! In essence, a MAP is there as a tool to help us 
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think about how we can practically serve the wider community as 
well become a growing congregation. 

 
The one thing a MAP is not is a magic wand. By attempting to 
follow through on the priorities we set we shall find that some 
things work and some things don’t. The MAP also shows us where 
we’re doing good and exciting things already. In having a plan 
written down we have a reference point. If a particular project isn’t 
going well, then we can revisit it and adjust. 

 
Apologies if this all sounds very dry. In one respect it is. For those 
of us who are rather more instinctual in our faith and who delight in 
the wild wanderings of the Spirit, Mission Action Planning comes 
across as the invention of the managerial mind – safe, planned, and 
unimaginative. 

 
However, MAP offers us a way to hold our mission to account. And 
it exists as a tool. In the coming months, I hope more and more 
people – as the MAP process develops – will take ‘ownership’ of 
our Plan. What I mean is, that each one of us (whether we see 
ourselves at the centre of the church’s life or at its edges) have an 
opportunity to shape our plan of action for coming months and 
years. I hope to have a session or a morning in which feedback can 
be worked into the Plan. I shall also preach on the matter at some 
point. (Oh, how you wait with bated breath for that one!) 

 
‘Consultation’ isn’t about paying lip-service to congregational 
views, but a reminder of my earlier point about us being Christ in 
this little plot of Manchester. We are people God is calling to 
service, love and proclamation. The future of the Church of England 
and of St Nick’s is ultimately in God’s hands, but we are 
representatives of those hands in this world. We have so many 
gifts, so much hope and a whole panoply of joy here at St Nick’s. 
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The Waterfall 
 
The noise and power of a waterfall is probably one of the most 
spectacular attestations of God’s creative power that there is. It 
calls to mind the words of Psalm 66:  
 
Shout for joy to God, all the earth! Sing the glory of his name; make 
his praise glorious. Say to God, “How awesome are your deeds! So 
great is your power that your enemies cringe before you. All the 
earth bows down to you; they sing praise to you, they sing the 
praises of your name. Come and see what God has done. (Ps 66:1-
5a) Waterfalls bring out the poet in the onlooker: 
 
We hear the roaring water 
We see the foaming spray 
The mighty pow’r of nature 
Compels us all to pray 
“O Mighty Lord, Creator 
“O Maker of us all 
“The finest work thou makest - 
“The tumbling waterfall!” 
 
The spray refracts the sunlight 
Into the rainbow hues; 
We feel the water shaking 
The ground beneath our shoes! 
We gaze into the torrents 
Unto the Lord we call 
“O Praise thee, God our Father 
“For this, Thy waterfall!” 
 
by Nigel Beeton 
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Parish Registers – August 2016 
 
Date Attendance Cash Envelopes Total 
7th  45 20.00 358.00 378.00 
14th    41 25.00 256.20 281.20 
21st  49 16.90 356.50 373.40 
28th  36 21.50 319.50 341.00 
Total  83.40 1290.20 1373.60 
     

St Nicholas Club Draw 
1st Prize: 15 Brenda Maclese  
2nd Prize: 13 St Nicholas (Val Acton) 
 

Church Duty Rota – October 2016 
 
Date Warden 

8.30am 
Warden 
10.30am 

Altar 
Server 

Lay 
Assistants 

Sides-
people 

 
2nd   Fred 

Murphy 
Grace 
Manley 

Louise 
Hollings-
worth 

Louise H 
Lyn R 

Anne T 
Anne H 
Michaila R 

9th  Fred 
Murphy 

Louise 
Hollings-
worth 

Jane 
Cawley 

Jane C 
Grace M 

Sybil G 
Alison C 

16th    Fred 
Murphy 

Julie 
Crossley 

Caroline 
Abiodun 

Caroline A 
Anne T 

Margaret V 
Michael V 

23rd  Fred 
Murphy 

Jane 
Cawley 

Michaila 
Roberts 

Sally R 
Claire C 

Brenda M 
Colin M 

30th  Fred 
Murphy 

Alison 
Mills 

Brenda 
Maclese 

Brenda M 
Cliff S 

Eunice W 
Julie B 

 
   Deadline for November Edition: 15th October! 
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Together, in the Spirit, we have more than enough faith, hope and 
love to face whatever challenge comes our way. 

 Rachel x 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Your Hospital Chaplaincy needs You!!
 !
A Church of England/Free Church service runs each Sunday 
morning at Wythenshawe Hospital. Volunteers bring patients to the 
service in wheelchairs, and then take church out on the wards to 
those who cannot attend; either by giving Holy Communion or a 
short visit and prayers. This can make a tremendous difference to 
those in hospital and is incredibly rewarding. 
  
We would love some more members aged between 16-96 to join 
our team of once a month Sunday volunteers. If you would like to 
know more about chaplaincy in hospital, please get in touch with 
the chaplaincy on chaplain@uhsm.nhs.uk or 0161 291 2297. 
  
You are also welcome to come to a Taster Chaplaincy Sunday on 
Sunday 16th October, 9.15-11.30am, to accompany one of the team 
and see first hand what our volunteers do. 
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Luke the Evangelist (18th October) 
 
By David Winter 
 
‘Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, bless the bed that I lie on’ - my 
grandma taught me that one. At least it meant I never forgot the 
names of the writers of the four Gospels. This month Luke, the 
writer of the third of them, has his feast day – 18th October.  
 
He was, we learn from the letters of St Paul, a ‘physician’ - an 
educated man and probably the only one of the writers of the New 
Testament who was not a Jew. In modern terms he was Turkish. 
Paul took him as one of his missionary team on a long journey 
around the Middle East, and they clearly became close friends. 
Under house arrest later in his life Paul could write, ‘only Luke is 
with me’. 
 
However, it is his Gospel which has established him as a major 
figure in the history of the Christian Church. Mark’s Gospel may 
have more drama, Matthew’s more prophetic background and 
John’s a more profound sense of the mystery of the divine, but 
Luke offers us a Jesus who is utterly and believably real. This man 
turned no one away, reserved his harshest words for hypocrites 
and religious grandees, cared for the marginalised, the poor, the 
persecuted, the handicapped and the sinful. His Gospel is full of 
people we can recognise - indeed, in whom we can often recognise 
ourselves. 
 

Saint of the Month 
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He was also a masterly story-teller. Try, for instance, the story of 
the Prodigal Son (Luke 15:11-32). Read it (this time) not as a sacred 
text but as a brilliant piece of story-telling: subtle repetitions (‘your 
son, this brother of yours’), believable characters, drama and 
profound emotion. There is the older brother, so cynical about his 
sibling’s alleged reformation, the ‘prodigal’ himself, so hesitant 
about throwing himself on his father’s mercy after the folly of his 
earlier behaviour, and there is the father, of course, abandoning the 
dignity of his role in the family and actually running to welcome his 
wretched son’s return.  
 
There are more women in Luke’s Gospel than in any of the others, 
but also more poor people, more lepers, more ‘sinners’ and tax-
collectors, more ‘outsiders’ who are shown to be ‘inside’ the love of 
Christ. This, for many of us, is the great Gospel of inclusion and 
compassion. Here is a Jesus for the whole world and for every one 
of us. Thank you, Dr Luke!  
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


