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rachel’s letter

December 2015
If - at about 5.30pm on 24th September – you’d told me
that, ten minutes later, I’d be lying on a Manchester street
in absolute agony, I’m not sure I’d have believed you. But I
guess that’s the point with most accidents: we never quite
anticipate them. I think that, even in the aftermath of the
accident, I couldn’t have anticipated how serious the injury
would be. From the moment I hit the pavement, I knew my
arm was broken, but as far as I was concerned it was just a
broken arm. Two months later the arm is still not healed and
I’ve been told to expect up to twelve months of rehab.
The world is a fundamentally fragile place. Those of us
with very settled, comfortable lives can pretend that it’s
not, but we’re wrong. The unexpected and the awful happen
all the time. The travails of my arm are small beer compared
to the horrifying events that took place in Paris recently, or
the ongoing and seemingly endless violence in the Middle
East and other parts of the world. While our 24-hour culture
generates extraordinary levels of anxiety and uncertainty,
our world is a troubled (and, yes, beautiful) place.
Yet in the midst of this fragility, we’re invited to prepare, once
again, to meet God in the form of a baby. If our society has
turned Christmas into a festival of excess and consumption,
the simple heart of the festival is vulnerability. It never ceases
to amaze me that God’s answer to the fragility of the world
is to offer us yet more fragility. He does not send armies, he
does not send the Biblical equivalent of a superpower. He
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does not enter the world as a superhero. He dwells in the
world as one of us.
In so many ways this God who dwells with us in Jesus Christ
is utterly absurd. The blood and guts of our broken world
hardly seems to be redeemable through the intervention
of a peasant baby who’ll lead a pretty undistinguished life.
God’s strategies and tactics are clearly not those many of
us would choose.
Hope rarely has the character of what we’d choose. Instead
of lavishing the world with simple solutions, the God in Christ
calls us into responsibility. As I’ve often pointed out, the only
power a newborn has is to elicit a loving response from us.
S/he cannot feed themselves, dress themselves and so on.
They are dependent.
This is an extraordinary risk from God. For we can, as a
community and as individuals, choose to refuse this
invitation to love. In truth, how often do we spurn this
invitation? More often than not, I suspect. We treat the
world as not only a fragile place, but as a truly fearful place.
Yet one of the meanings of the God who comes to us as a
vulnerable babe is that it is not irredeemable and good news
and hope is found in the most surprising places. This Advent
and Christmas, let’s be alert to God’s irrepressible creativity
and the part we are called to play in it.
Happy Christmas!
Rachel xx

2

Help bring light into the lives
of UK’s vulnerable children

St Nicholas Church is calling on the local community to
help bring some light to the lives of some of the UK’s
most vulnerable children this Christmas by supporting
their Christingle event in aid of The Children’s Society.
The Christingle celebration will be held at St Nicholas
on 6th December at 10.30am. Everyone is welcome to
join the festivities and all money raised will go towards
helping the children the charity works with, including
victims of sexual exploitation.
Families and communities are welcome to come and
celebrate together at the festive fundraising event, which
revolves around orange flavoured cakes decorated with
red icing and sweets. These, as well as a candle, highlight
different parts of the Christian story.
Christingle has been taking place for 47 years and, with
around one million people attending each year, it plays
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a huge role in supporting The Children’s Society’s vital
work to help some of this country’s most vulnerable
children. This year, the charity is aiming to raise £1.4
million and every penny will be crucial to its work.
Jill Lomas from St Nicholas Church said: “We are really
excited to be putting on a Christingle event this year and
hope to have lots of local people coming to see the lovely
display of illuminated orange cakes and help us raise money
for a very worthy cause.”
Matthew Reed, Chief Executive of The Children’s Society,
said: “We are thankful for the massive difference that
Christingle services make to vulnerable children, year
after year.
“Every child deserves a childhood filled with joy and
happiness. The support from everyone attending
Christingle events up and down the country will help
us to fight child sexual exploitation and allow us to
support even more children who have been seriously
affected by it.”
To find out about a local Christingle near you visit www.
christingle.org

The Children’s Society is a national charity that runs local
services, helping children and young people when they
are at their most vulnerable, and have nowhere left to turn.
We also campaign for changes to laws affecting children
and young people, to stop the mistakes of the past being
repeated in the future. Our supporters around the country
fund our services and join our campaigns to show children
and young people they are on their side.
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Church Rota - december 2015
Warden
8.30am

Warden
10.30am

Altar
Server

Lay
Sidespeople
Assistants

Dec
6th

Grace
Manley

Jill
Lomas

Louise
Hollingsworth

Anne T.
Anne H.

Sybil G.
Caroline A.

Dec
13th

Jill
Lomas

Alison
Mills

Jane
Cawley

Jane C.
Grace M.

Margaret V.
Michael V.
Muriel C.

Dec
20th

Julie
Crossley

Louise
Hollingsworth

Caroline Margaret
Abiodun V.
Lyn R.

Dec
24th

Jane
Cawley

25th

tbc

tbc

Dec
27th

Louise
Hollingsworth

Brenda M.
Colin M.
Alison C.

Katy M.
Alison M.

wardens

tbc

tbc

wardens

Brenda
Maclese

Brenda
M.
Cliff S.

Muriel N.
Val H.

parish registers - from October 2015
Date

Attendance

Cash

Envelopes

Oct 4th

46

80.50

274.00

Oct 11th

48

12.90

410.50

Oct 18th

43

11.50

284.50

Oct 25th

35

23.00

211.00

Total

172

127.90

1180

St.Nicholas Club		
1st Prize: Marion Simister
2nd Prize: Michael Vessey
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december Calendar
Tuesday, December 1st

7.30pm

Taize

Wednesday,
December 2nd

10am

Eucharist

Sunday, December 6th

8.30am

Holy Communion (BCP)

10.30am

Christingle

Wednesday,
December 9th

10am

Eucharist

Sunday, December 13th

8.30am

Holy Communion (BCP)

10.30am

Parish Communion & Young
People’s Church

3pm

Carol Service

Wednesday,
December 16th

10am

Eucharist

Sunday,
December 20th

8.30am

Holy Communion (BCP)

10.30am

Parish Communion & Young
People’s Church

Thursday,
December 24th

11.30pm

Midnight Mass

Friday,
December 25th

8.30am

Holy Communion (BCP)

10.30am

Carols and Communion

8.30am

Holy Communion (BCP)

10.30am

Parish Communion & Young
People’s Church

Sunday,
December 27th
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christmas services
Christingle - December 6th
Carol Service - December 13th
Midnight Mass - December 24th
Christmas day, 8.30 & 10.30 - December 25th

A Christmas quiz
1. According to the 1st chapter of Matthew, ‘Immanuel’ is
interpreted to mean ___ ____ ___.
2. The Moabite widow, Ruth, is mentioned by name only 12
times in the book named after her, and not again until Matthew
1:5. What makes this woman’s life so significant to the birth of
Jesus Christ?
3. An angel of the Lord told Joseph, Mary’s betrothed, ‘Do not
_______ to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived
in her is from the Holy Spirit.’
4. What caused Elizabeth’s unborn baby to leap for joy in her
womb, when she was visited by her relative Mary?
5. What was the angel’s name who visited Mary to tell her she
had been chosen to be the Mother of our Lord Jesus Christ?
6. What does Bethlehem mean?
7. Why did Mary and Joseph travel to Bethlehem?
8. What did the angels say to the shepherds?
9. What did the chief priests tell Herod that worried him so
much?
10. Why was ‘a voice heard in Ramah, weeping and great
mourning?’
*Answers on page 10
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Organisations
THE MAKER’S CLUB (SUNDAY SCHOOL)
Mrs. Margaret Witty (0161 432 2933)
For all children aged 3 years upwards in the Vestry at 10.15 a.m.
WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP
Chairman: Mrs Ann Holmes (0161 434 2245)
Second and Fourth Wednesdays at 2.30 p.m.
CONFIRMATION CLASSES
For young people and adults by arrangement with the Minister.
RAINBOWS
For girls aged 5 to 7 years.
Wednesday evening, 6 pm to 7 pm, in the church hall.

update about liam varughese
It has been just over five weeks
since Liam had his stem cell
transplant--he is now back
home, eating proper food, and
happy to be playing with his
brother and sister again! At the
moment he is very vulnerable
to catching other illness
because his immunity is so low,
so he can only be in his house
or the hospital--but he loves
being home, so he doesn’t
seem to mind! Next in line for
treatment will be radiation,
which will be followed by
immunotheraphy in the new
year. Thanks for all of the
continuted prayer and love!
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Church Hall Bookings
Church Hall and Glass Room are available for Hire.
Details are on our website:
www.St-Nicholas-church.org.uk
For bookings please contact:
Mrs Caroline Abiodon (0161 431 6535)

Christmas Answer
(Lk 2:6)
So many refugees,
So many homeless people,
So much conflict and despair and pain,
In a world without answers.
But God so loved this world
That he created Christmas
And came, in Jesus.
Jesus, born into poverty,
Jesus, who was homeless,
Who was a refugee,
Who shares our conflict and despair and pain,
Who takes it all and transforms it
By his life-giving death and resurrection
Into possibilities of peace and hope and joy,
Into life in all its fullness.
Jesus who came out of the stable
And lives.
God’s answer.
Hallelujah.
By Daphne Kitching
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A Real Life Story
from irene smith
This piece is from real life, following Matthew’s Gospel;
featuring David Greenwood Haigh and from a Church
Times article.
David was an Evangelical Baptist Deacon. When reading
Matthew ch25 v31-46 one day, it changed his view on an
aspect of ministry - working with prisoners. This work
became the most important part of his evangelical outreach.
Instead of the usual boxes – cardboard boxes in a quiet part
of the church, carrying the sign “Toiletries etc for Prisoners
this Christmas”, a Gospel choir was organised to come from
Wakefield Prison, where Emmaus courses were introduced.
Also too was the start of “The Wakefield prison Fellowship.”
This included outsiders from the community. The seeds were
sown for future community and prisoners worship together.
Three years after this progress, David felt the call to train as a
Reader in the Church of England. To be licensed as a Reader
also qualified David to be a Grade 2 Prison Chaplain. He now
works regularly in Wakefield Prison and the Prison Service.
His personal thought, with which to finish this piece, is that
he hopes he lifts the people he meets back into God’s care,
whether it is in prison or in the community.
Answers to the quiz
1. God with us – Matt 1:23
2. Her child is in Christ’s lineage – Matt 1:5
3. ‘Be afraid/fear’ Matt 1:20
4. Mary’s greeting/ the Holy Spirit
5. Gabriel – Luke 1:26
6. The House of Bread. It was the city of David – Luke 2:4
7. To be registered in a Roman census Luke 2:1-5
8. ‘Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy….’ Luke 2:10
9. ‘But you Bethlehem, in the land of Judea… out of you will come a ruler
who will be the shepherd of my people Israel.’ Matt 2:6
10. Massacre of the Innocents by Herod – Matt 2:18
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The Parish Church
of St Nicholas
Burnage
Sunday Services
8.30 a.m Eucharist (BCP)
10.30 a.m. Family Service and
Eucharist
Minister
Rev’d Rachel Mann
(0161 432 7009)
Organists
Oliver Mills

Hon. Treasurer.
Mrs. Caroline Abiodun
Minutes Secretary
Mrs. Ann Ackerman
Electoral Roll Officer
Mrs. Lyn Rimmer
Deanery Synod
Mrs. Grace Manley
Mrs. Christine Price

Churchwardens
Mrs. Alison Mills
(01625 540376)
(07932 071977)
Ms. Jane Cawley
(07745392374)
Assistant Wardens
Mr. Fred Murphy
Mrs. Jill Lomas
Mrs. Grace Manley
Mrs. Julie Crossley
Mrs. Louise Hollingsworth

Elected on PC
(in addition to the above officers)
Mrs. Alison Cullen
Mrs. Margaret Witty
Mr. Tony Witty.
Mr. David Crossley (ex-officio)
Magazine Distribution
Mrs. Brenda Maclese
Missionary Secretary
Mrs. Margaret Vessey

www.st-nicholas-church.org.uk
St.Nicholas Church, Kingsway, Manchester M19 1PL

