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Alan’s letter

Hello Everyone,
I have been asked to write a something for the November
issue of the magazine and thought it would be a good idea
to take this opportunity to tell you a little bit about myself.
My name is Alan Simpson and on the 28th June this year I
was ordained deacon by the Bishop of Manchester at the
Cathedral, and subsequently licenced on the 5th July as
the Self Supporting Assistant Curate to St Nicholas’s.
I am a Mancunian born and bred having been brought up
in Miles Platting. I was baptised a Roman Catholic and
attended Catholic Schools, so the practice of my faith has
always been a very important aspect of my life from an
early age. Following studies for a degree in politics, I was
accepted by the Roman Catholic Bishop of Salford to study
for priesthood within the Catholic Church. I commenced
theological and formational studies in Spain, Durham and
Rome before discerning that ordination into the Roman
church was not where I thought God was calling me to be,
so I took the painful decision to leave formational training.
However, I can certainly relate to the old adage of ‘if you
want to make God laugh, tell him your plans’! Having
embarked on a career in Administration Management within
the Higher Education sector, I found myself more and more
drawn to the Church of England and the realisation that the
sense of vocational calling to ministry I felt so keenly since
childhood, had not gone away. I began to attend an Anglican
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church in Oldham where I was warmly welcomed by both
the incumbent and the congregation alike. As I became
more involved in the worshiping life of the parish, I began
to feel the pull to ordained ministry more and more. I was
formally received into the Church of England in January
2009 and began the discernment and selection process for
ordained ministry within the diocese. I attended a Bishop’s
Advisory Panel in October 2012 and was selected for training.
I began my theological studies in September 2013 with
the Yorkshire Ministry Course (based at the College of
the Resurrection, Mirfield) and I will graduate with a Post
Graduate Diploma in Theological and Biblical Studies from
the University of Sheffield in January 2016.
I am currently self-supporting, that is I am also in full
time employment, currently working for the Diocese of
Manchester as the Committee Secretary to the Diocesan
Mission and Pastoral Committee & Diocesan Advisory
Committee for the Care of Churches. I currently live in
Dukinfield with my partner, Stuart and our dog, Rufus.
I was truly delighted when Bishop David asked me to
explore the possibility of serving a curacy at St Nick’s,
and I was even more delighted when Rachel and the PCC
offered me the opportunity to serve my title with you. I
have felt immensely blessed these past few months at the
overwhelming welcome I have received and I am very much
looking forward to the months and years ahead of journeying
alongside you and serving you all as your curate.
Blessings,
Alan
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Book Launch: A star-filled Grace
by Rachel Mann

Thursday, 12th November
7pm - 10pm
st. nicholas church
In poetry, liturgy, and narrative, Rachel Mann questions the
cosy and sentimental view of the festive season and takes
seriously the idea that God in Christ is born as a vulnerable
outsider who transforms the world in radical ways.
Intended to be usable in a wider range of liturgical and
study contexts, this bok revisits biblical voices, characters,
and stories with a sophistication and simplicity that speaks
to readers from a wide range of theological and spiritual
perspectives.
The night will feature readings, music from Burnage
Community Choir, free wine and snacks! Books will be
on sale at a special launch price. Come along and celebrate!
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Faith before the firing squad: A look at the
courage of Edith Cavell, by Catherine Butcher
This year is the centenary of Edith Cavell’s death. Many
remember her patriotism. But for Edith, patriotism was not
enough. Many saw her as a hero and a martyr; some even think
she was a spy. But Edith asked to be remembered ‘… only as a
nurse who tried to do her duty’.
Self-sacrifice was the hallmark of Nurse Edith Cavell’s life.
She was executed on 12 October 1915 for enabling at least
200 Allied soldiers to escape occupied Belgium into neutral
territory, but her care had extended to German and Allied
soldiers.
On the night before her execution she told the chaplain who
came to give her Holy Communion that she was grateful for
the weeks of quiet she had spent in solitary confinement after
such a busy life. She said, ‘I have seen death so often that it
is not strange or fearful to me…This I would say, standing as I
do in view of God and eternity, I realize that patriotism is not
enough. I must have no hatred or bitterness towards anyone.’
She knew that the patriotism her fellow prisoners had used
in their defence was not enough to enable her to stand in
God’s presence. Throughout her life she had used the Book
of Common Prayer, repeating the Lord’s Prayer morning and
evening, ‘forgive us our trespasses, As we forgive them that
trespass against us’. She knew that she couldn’t hold on to
hatred or bitterness. She needed to forgive others, just as
she had been forgiven.
After they had shared communion, they said together the
words of the hymn ‘Abide With Me’, and they talked about
heaven. As he left her cell, she took the chaplain’s hand
and said with confidence in her eternal future, ‘We shall
meet again.’ She was executed by firing squad at dawn the
next morning.
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Church Rota - November 2015
Warden
8.30am

Warden
10.30am

Altar
Server

Lay
Sidespeople
Assistants

Nov
1st

Julie
Crossley

Jane
Cawley

Brenda
Maclese

Brenda
M.
Cliff S.

Nov
8th

Louise
Hollingsworth

Alison
Mills

Caroline Anne T.
Abiodun Anne H.

Muriel N.
Val H.

Nov
15th

Fred
Murphy

Grace
Manley

Peter
Cullen

Margaret
V.
Lyn R.

Brenda M.
Colin M.
Alison C.

Nov
22nd

Alison
Mills

Julie
Crossley

Jane
Cawley

Jane C.
Alison C.

Lyn R.
Ann A.

Nov
29th

Jane
Cawley

Louise
Hollingsworth

Brenda
Maclese

Brenda
M.
Cliff S.

Anne T.
Anne H.

Margaret V.
Michael V.
Muriel C.

parish registers - from september 2015
Date

Attendance

Cash

Envelopes

Sept 6th

39

14.50

310.50

Sept 13th

37

33.10

303.50

Sept 20th

32

5.00

249.00

Sept 27th

46

34.60

308.00

Total

182

92.80

1182.00

St.Nicholas Club		
1st Prize: Louise Barry
2nd Prize: Sally Robinson
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november Calendar
Sunday, November 1st

8.30am

Holy Communion (BCP)

10.30am

Parish Communion & Young
People’s Church

Tuesday, November 3rd 7.30pm

Taize

Wednesday,
November 4th

10am

Eucharist

Sunday, November 8th

8.30am

Holy Communion (BCP)

10.30am

Parish Communion & Young
People’s Church

Monday, November 9th

7pm

PCC meeting in Church Hall

Wednesday,
November 11th

10am

Eucharist

2.30pm

Women’s Fellowship: Jewish
Festivals, Mr. Merton Paul

Wednesday,
November 12th

7pm-10pm

Rachel’s Book Launch: A
Star-Filled Grace

Sunday,
November 15th

8.30am

Holy Communion (BCP)

10.30am

Parish Communion & Young
People’s Church

10am

Eucharist

Wednesday,
November 18th
Saturday,
November 21st
Sunday,
November 22nd

Wednesday,
November 25th

Sunday,
November 29th

Christmas Fair
8.30am

Holy Communion (BCP)

10.30am

Parish Communion & Young
People’s Church

10am

Eucharist

2.30pm

Women’s Fellowship: Mr. Ian
Cheeseman - Journalist

8.30am

Holy Communion (BCP)

10.30am

Parish Communion & Young
People’s Church
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Archbishops encourage the Church to
welcome those seeking sanctuary
The Archbishops of Canterbury and York have spoken out
on the refugee crisis affecting tens of thousands of people.
Archbishop Justin urged a compassionate response and
called for joint action across Europe to help those in need.
“This is a hugely complex and wicked crisis that underlines
our human frailty and the fragility of our political systems.
My heart is broken by the images and stories of men, women
and children who have risked their lives to escape conflict,
violence and persecution.
“There are no easy answers and my prayers are with those
who find themselves fleeing persecution, as well as those
who are struggling under immense pressure to develop an
effective and equitable response. Now, perhaps more than
ever in post-war Europe, we need to commit to joint action
across Europe, acknowledging our common responsibility
and our common humanity.
“As Christians we believe we are called to break down
barriers, to welcome the stranger and love them as
ourselves (Leviticus 19:34), and to seek the peace and
justice of our God, in our world, today.”
In response to the Prime Minister’s statement on Syrian
refugees in the House of Lords, Archbishop Justin highlighted work done through the overseas aid budget and the
work of the Royal Navy. But he said that the Government’s
commitment to receive 20,000 refugees over the next five
years was “still a very slim response in comparison to the
figures given by the UNHCR and the European Commission,
and to the other needs we see.”
He also encouraged the Government to consider the
implications of not dealing with the conditions in the
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camps. The Archbishop of York also wrote personally
reflecting on his circumstances of seeking sanctuary
within the United Kingdom.
“Having spent 41 years of my life in this country - more
than in the country of my birth, I have become more than
what I once was – a sanctuary seeker from a country torn
apart by a brutal dictator… The current situation has rightly
been described as a refugee crisis. But it is also a time of
opportunity for us as a country and for our wider continent.
The opportunity before us is to rise above narrow selfinterest, however defined, and to embrace the highest
parts of our humanity…
“As individuals, as a nation and as a continent we have an
opportunity to do great things in response to this crisis.
Now is the time. Let our leaders show they have heard us.
May they respond with a compassionate heart and a cool
head. May they not only pull people out of the water and
save them from drowning but also go to the source and stop
those who are pushing them in. Those countries people are
fleeing from and the people smugglers and human traffickers
must be held to account. The International community must
be engaged!”
Read more by following the links below:
Archbishop of Canterbury - bit.ly/CanterburyRefugee
Archbishop of York - bit.ly/YorkRefugee
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christmas services
Christingle - December 6th
Carol Service - December 13th
Midnight Mass - December 24th
Christmas day, 8.30 & 10.30 - December 25th

Harvest Collection for Barnabus
“Thank you for your generosity and hard work on our
behalf. It is really encouraging for our whole team to
know we have churches like yours standing alongside us.”
From,
Georgina Stirling
Barnabus Centre for the Homeless
Thank you from brenda and colin
We would like to thank everyone for their cards and best
wishes for our Golden Wedding Anniversary.
Thank you Valerie for the wonderful flower arrangement you
made for us in church.
From,
Brenda and Colin
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Church Hall Bookings
Church Hall and Glass Room are available for Hire.
Details are on our website:
www.St-Nicholas-church.org.uk
For bookings please contact:
Mrs Caroline Abiodon (0161 431 6535)

Organisations
THE MAKER’S CLUB (SUNDAY SCHOOL)
Mrs. Margaret Witty (0161 432 2933)
For all children aged 3 years upwards in the Vestry at 10.15 a.m.
WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP
Chairman: Mrs Ann Holmes (0161 434 2245)
Second and Fourth Wednesdays at 2.30 p.m.
CONFIRMATION CLASSES
For young people and adults by arrangement with the Minister.
RAINBOWS
For girls aged 5 to 7 years.
Wednesday evening, 6 pm to 7 pm, in the church hall.
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The Parish Church
of St Nicholas
Burnage
Sunday Services
8.30 a.m Eucharist (BCP)
10.30 a.m. Family Service and
Eucharist
Minister
Rev’d Rachel Mann
(0161 432 7009)
Organists
Oliver Mills

Hon. Treasurer.
Mrs. Caroline Abiodun
Minutes Secretary
Mrs. Ann Ackerman
Electoral Roll Officer
Mrs. Lyn Rimmer
Deanery Synod
Mrs. Grace Manley
Mrs. Christine Price

Churchwardens
Mrs. Alison Mills
(01625 540376)
(07932 071977)
Ms. Jane Cawley
(07745392374)
Assistant Wardens
Mr. Fred Murphy
Mrs. Jill Lomas
Mrs. Grace Manley
Mrs. Julie Crossley
Mrs. Louise Hollingsworth

Elected on PC
(in addition to the above officers)
Mrs. Alison Cullen
Mrs. Margaret Witty
Mr. Tony Witty.
Mr. David Crossley (ex-officio)
Magazine Distribution
Mrs. Brenda Maclese
Missionary Secretary
Mrs. Margaret Vessey

www.st-nicholas-church.org.uk
St.Nicholas Church, Kingsway, Manchester M19 1PL

