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Date Time Event 

Sunday 4th  

8.30 am. 

10.30 am. 

 

Holy Communion (BCP) 

Parish Communion & Young People’s Church 

Tuesday 6th 7.30pm Taize Evening Prayer 

Wednesday 7th     10.00am Eucharist 

Saturday 10th 10.30am Women’s Fellowship  Coffee Morning 

Sunday 11th  

8.30 am. 

10.30 am. 

 

Holy Communion (BCP) 

Parish Communion & Young People's Church 

Wednesday 14th    10.00am 

2.30pm 

Eucharist 

Women’s Fellowship Meeting  

Nursing Then and Now Mrs.O.Bellfield 

Sunday 18th  

08.30am 

10.30am 

 

Holy Communion (BCP) 

Parish Communion & Young People’s Church 

Monday 19th  7.30pm PCC Meeting, Church Vestry 

Wednesday 21st   10.00am  Eucharist 

Tuesday 20th  7.30pm Archdeacon’s Visitation St.Matthew’s  

Stretford 

Wednesday 21st  6.30pm Stewardship Meeting, Parrswood pub. 

Sunday 25th  

08.30am 

10.30am 

12.00pm 

 

Holy Communion (BCP) 

Parish Communion & Young People’s Church 

Fundraising Committee  

Wednesday 28th 10.00am 

2.30pm 

Eucharist 

Nursing Then and Now Mrs.O.Bellfield 

Saturday 31st  11.00am ‘Strawberry Fair’  
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the Didsbury Festival for the first 
time, held a heritage weekend 
and welcomed hundreds of 
people into the building over 
Christmas. In addition we held a 
tremendously successful Summer 
Holiday Club and have become a 
trusted destination for trainee 
ministers. We have also signed up 
to support the Burnage Food 
Bank and are just beginning to 
discern ways in which this church 
can be better integrated into the 
wider community. In a sign of just 
how many people have been 
significant to the success of all 
these things, it feels 
inappropriate to single individuals 
out. In the past eighteen months, 
a wondrous cast of lovely and 
generous people has devoted 
time and energy to making things 
happen. 

All of these events are part of our 
mission to proclaim and witness 
to the Gospel. It can be very 
difficult to see how something as 
seemingly mundane as a jumble 
sale, for example, can be part of 
preaching the Gospel, but it is. 
And we should find that very 
encouraging. I know that not all 
of us are blessed with the gift of 
the gab and it can feel a struggle 
to communicate our faith in 
words. But we can and should try 

Preach the Gospel at all times, 
and where necessary use words. 

These simple words are usually 
attributed to St Francis of Assisi, 
although there is no evidence he 
ever actually said them. 
Nonetheless they remain a 
powerful reminder that we are 
called to embody the Gospel in all 
we do. That is to say, the Gospel 
isn’t a set of words, but a whole 
way of living in the world. 

All of that can see very high 
faluting, but it applies as much to 
our life here at St Nick’s as to  
that of the most exalted 
cathedral or abbey. As a 
community and as individuals we 
are called to preach the Good 
News of Jesus Christ. I’d like to 
remind us of some of the ways 
we do that and how we might 
extend our response to God’s 
love. 

It has been an extraordinary year 
in all sorts of ways. If I listed all 
the ‘things’ we’ve achieved as a 
community or been involved in 
you might be surprised. However, 
here are just a few: we’ve held 
two large-scale drama 
productions, we’ve taken part in 
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to preach the gospel in practical 
ways. Many people tell me that it 
is a struggle to commit time and 
energy to the life of the church 
and I know there are many poorly 
and elderly people in our 
congregation. Yet we can all make 
small and practical contributions 
to the life of our church. We do 
not need to be golden-tongued to 
be involved in ministry. 

You cannot fail to be aware that 
we face many challenges to the 
future flourishing of this church 
and congregation. Everyone knows 
that we are in a difficult situation 
with our building. Yet this is also 
an opportunity to make an even 
bolder attempt to expand use of 
our building in the wider 
community. One of the conditions 
of receiving Heritage Lottery Fund 
(HLF) money is expanding our 
connections with the wider 
community and increasing the use 
of our building. For too long we’ve 
imagined that we are attractive 
simply because we are here and 
because we think people should 
be interested in us. Yet we need to 
learn that the knot which once 
tied the Church of England to 
wider society is gone. We cannot 
assume that people even know 
who or what we are. We have to 
justify our place in the public 

square. 

It has been a year of changes. I 
want to particularly extend my 
personal thanks and the thanks of 
the church to three people who’ve 
made huge contributions to this 
fellowship. Firstly, Anne Holmes. 
Anne has effectively been in 
charge of the hall since the 
refurbishment of the church over 
ten years ago. She has worked 
patiently with vicars and church 
wardens as well as the general 
public and I know that if it wasn’t 
for ill health she’d probably like to 
carry on. However, all things must 
pass and in Caroline Abiodun we 
have a worthy successor. 
Secondly, I wish to thank Michael 
Vessey for his many years of 
administering the Friends’ 
Scheme. Again and again, this pot 
of money has helped the wider 
church community to fund one off 
gifts and projects. It has also 
supported paying the Parish Share 
on at least one occasion. Michael 
has proven a sensible and 
measured administrator of the 
fund and we shall miss him. David 
Crossley has a difficult person to 
follow! Finally, it is only right to 
single out Jill Lomas for thanks 
and praise. Jill has grown into the 
role of church warden and I’ve 
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come to value her wisdom, kindness and willingness. For a while now, 
she has been hungry to spend more time in grandmother duties and 
while we know she will still be around to help out in all sorts of ways, 
it’s right that she gets a chance to put down the mantle of being church 
warden. 

I often say that one of the ways we are called to be faithful to God is by 
the quality of our attention. God is not silent and God has not gone 
away. But we are all so readily distracted from where God is calling us 
to be. Through the prophet Isaiah God says, ‘Do not be afraid.’ It is very 
easy to lose heart, to give into fear and think only of us. But God does 
provide and by grace we shall be faithful. 

Rachel x 

 
At the Annual Parochial Church Meeting on Sunday 13th April the 

following people were elected to serve St. Nicholas Church for the next 

twelve months: 

Church Wardens :  

Aliison Mills  

Jane Cawley 

 

Assistant Churchwardens:  

Fred Murphy 
Jill Lomas 
Grace Manley 
Julie Crossley 
Louise Hollingsworth 
 

 

Thank you to everyone who has volunteered. 

Sidespeople:  

Muriel Nicol,  
Ann Ackerman,  
Lyn Rimmer,  
Caroline Abiodun,  
Muriel Clark,  
Margaret Vessey,  
Michael Vessey,  
Anne Tudor,  
Anne Holmes,  
Alison Cullen,  
Brenda Maclese 
Colin Maclese 
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Tribute 

The newly-arrived minister was asked to take a funeral at short no-

tice.  At one point in the service she said:  “As I did not know the 

deceased, is there anyone here who would like to say a few words 

of tribute?”   There was silence for several minutes and then a 

voice at the back was heard to say: “His brother was far worse.” 

Mistake 

A mistake is proof that someone was at least trying to accomplish 

something.   

Found 

On the church noticeboard:   Contact lens found in church.  See 
vicar.  If you can. 

For sale 

Classified Ad:  Wedding dress for sale.  Worn once by mistake.  

Call Stephanie. 

Song 

The curate often broke into song because he couldn’t find the key. 

Verger 

He had a photographic memory that had never developed. 

Bread 

Bakers trade bread recipes on a knead-to-know basis. 

Preach 

Disgusted church warden:  ‘I could eat alphabet soup and preach 
better sermons!’ 
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Here is a hymn that is so well known and loved that it has simply burst the 
bounds of Easter, and gets sung regularly at other times of the year. It has two 
stories behind it. 
 
First, the music. The rousing music did not start out as a hymn, but was written 
by Handel for his opera ‘Judas Maccabeus’, first performed in 1746. Originally 
the words ran ‘See the conquering hero comes’, for Handel’s opera tells the 
story (found in the Apocrypha) of the leader of the Jews, Judas Maccabeus, who 
led an army against the Syrians and restored worship at the Temple. With its 
triumphant refrain after each verse, the music is easy to learn and sing, and can 
be (and has been!) played to great effect either by the trumpets, on an organ in 
a large resonant church, or even on guitars (!). 
 
Secondly, the words. They were not written until 1884 – 138 years after the 
music. We owe them to the Rev Raymond Budry, a Swiss pastor from Lausanne. 
Ordained in the Free Evangelical Church in Vaud, he spent 35 years as the pas-
tor of Vevey on Lake Geneva. Budry wrote the hymn in French (‘A Toi La 
Gloire!’) to console himself after the death of his first wife, and a year later 
(1885) it was published in Chants Evangeliques. Soon it found its way into Eng-
lish – translated by a Baptist minister from Kingston-upon-Thames, Richard 
Hoyle. By 1904 it had made the YMCA Hymn Book, and was being translated 
into other languages. 
 
It is not clear who first had the happy idea of teaming words and music, but 
when they did, the hymn really took off. The theme of ‘battle’ is never far from 
this hymn, whether it was the battle of Judas Maccabeus, or the battle over sin 
which was won by Christ on the cross and in rising from the tomb. Easter, of 
course, marked the biggest victory over the biggest enemies of all time: sin and 
death. 
 
What would Handel make of it, if he could know that his battle music had be-
come one of the world’s most popular and well-known Easter hymns? He was a 
devout man, working for the poor, praying twice each day, and attending St 
Pauls’ Cathedral. So it seems pretty certain that he would be delighted. 



8  

 

  

  

On Saturday 31st May   

From 11.00 to 2.00pm  

Cafe with strawberry cream 

teas,  

garden stall,  

tombola, gifts   

In the Church Hall  

Admission: Adults 50p Children Free   

 

Coffee Morning 

Saturday 10th May 

10.30 to 12 noon 

Everyone welcome... 
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Prayers, music, literature and art are part of a pack of resources 
recently released by the Church of England’s Liturgical 
Commission for parishes and groups to use to commemorate the 
centenary of World War One. 
 
Specifically, it includes: a selection of suitable readings from the 
Bible; appropriate hymns, songs, music, literature and art; a 
selection of different kinds of prayer (including a Litany of 
remembrance); an outline for a service around a War Memorial; an 
outline for a Vigil Service on 3 or 4 August 2014 (marking the 
centenary of the Declaration of War); and material for use in a 
Requiem Eucharist.  Further material will be made available 
throughout the years of commemoration up to 2018.   
 
Chair of the Commission, Bishop Stephen Platten said:  “It is hard 
to underestimate the significance of the First World War for our 
national life.”  As well as the national events such as the Vigil 
Service in Westminster Abbey on the evening of Monday 4 August, 
it is thought that many people will want to hold local 
commemorations in a range of contexts. It is with these in mind 
that the Commission has prepared these resources.   
 
Download the resources at www.churchofengland.org and click on 
‘World War One’ box 

http://www.churchofengland.org
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Date Warden 

8.30 

a.m. 

Warden 

10.30 a.m. 

Altar 

Server 

Lay  

Assistants 

SidesPeople 

4th Fred Alison Brenda Brenda & Cliff Muriel N, Val, 

Amy 

11th Fred 

  

Jane Louise Louise & Lyn Brenda, Grace, 

Lucy 

18th Fred  

 

Julie Grace 

 

Grace & Margaret Julie 

25th Fred  

 

Grace Caroline Jane & Alison  Anne, Anne 

Elaine 

 
Week  Ending Communicants Cash Envelopes 

5th 38 £10.50 £308.50 

12th 43 £18.00 £364.00 

19th 34 £12.00 £375.56 

26th  33 £10.00 £371.00 

  Total  £1419.06 

 
Week  Ending Communicants Cash Envelopes 

2nd  41 £57.10 £285.50 

9th 41 £1.00 £355.60 

16th 44 £15.00 £348.90 

23rd 43 £17.50 £327.00 

  Total  £1317.00 

 
1st Prize  No: 75 Flower League (donated by Margaret Vessey)  

2nd Prize No 72 Katy Mills 
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The Maker’s Club (Sunday School) 

Mrs. Margaret Witty (0161 432 2933) For all children aged 3 years upwards in the Ves-

try at 10.15 a.m. 

Women’s Fellowship 

Chairman: Mrs Ann Holmes (0161 434 2245 Second and Fourth Wednesdays at 2.30 

p.m. 

Confirmation Classes For young people and adults by arrangement with the Min-

ister. 

Rainbows  

 

 
Week  Ending Communicants Cash Envelopes 

2nd  40 £57.10 £285.50 

9th 47 £1.00 £355.60 

16th & 23rd 68 £7.00 £379.50 

30th  50 £15.00 £258.60 

  Total  £1279.20 

 

1st Prize No: 74Makers Club (donated by Margaret Vessey) 

2nd Prize No:69 Barbara Stenton 

 

1st Prize No: 50 Grace Manley 

2nd Prize No:36 Anne Frost 

 

Funeral Wednesday 2nd April  Gordon Campbell 

‘May the souls of the faithfully departed rest in peace’.  
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Sunday Services  

8.30 a.m 

10.30 a.m. 

Eucharist (BCP) 

Family Service and Eucharist 

For Saints and other weekday Services, please see the Diary page inside the magazine. 

Holy Baptism on 3rd Sunday of each month at 10.30 a.m. 

Holy Communion is take to the housebound by arrangement with  the Minister. 

Minister Rev’d Rachel Mann 

0161 432 7009 

Organists  

Churchwardens Mrs. Alison Mills 01625 540376 

Mobile : 07932 071977 

Ms Jane Cawley 07745392374 

Assistant Wardens Mr. Fred Murphy 

Ms Jill Lomas 

Mrs Grace Manley 

Mrs Julie Crossley 

Mrs Louise Hollingsworth 

Hon. Treasurer. Mrs. Elaine Jess 

Minutes Secretary Mrs. Ann Ackerman 

Electoral Roll Officer  Mrs Lyn Rimmer 

Deanery Synod Mrs. Grace Manley 

Mrs Christine Price 

Elected on PC Mr. Fred Murphy Mrs. Alison Cullen 

Mrs. Christine Price  Mrs. Margaret Witty 

Mrs. Julie Crossley 

Mrs. Lyn Rimmer,  

Mr. Tony Witty. 

Mr David Crossley (ex-officio)  

Magazine Distribution Mrs. Brenda Maclese 

Missionary Secretary Mrs. Margaret Vessey 

St. Nicholas Church Website www.st-nicholas-church.org.uk 


