Price 50p

February 2014

Date

Time

Event

8.30 am
10.30 am.

PRESENTATION (All age worship)
Holy Communion (BCP)
All age worship

Tuesday 4th

7.30pm

Taize Evening Prayer

Wednesday 5th

10.00am

Eucharist

8.30 am.
10.30 am.
12noon

4th before Lent
Holy Communion (BCP)
Parish Communion & Young People’s Church
Fundraising and Social Committee Meeting

Sunday 2nd

Sunday 9th

Wednesday 12th

10.00am
2.30pm

Sunday 19th
8.30 am.
10.30 am.

Eucharist
Women’s Fellowship ‘Canal Diary’ with Mrs.D
Franklin.
3rd before Lent
Holy Communion (BCP)
Parish Communion & Young People's Church

Wednesday 22nd 10.00am

Eucharist

Sunday 23rd

2nd before Lent
Holy Communion (BCP)
Parish Communion & Young People’s Church

08.30am
10.30am
Wednesday 26th

10.00am
2.30pm

Eucharist
Women’s Fellowship ‘Message in a bottle’ Life with Lions Mr.J.Jones.

Saturday 1st March joint ‘Fair Trade Event’ with St. Chad’s to be held in
St.Nicholas hall. More details to follow.
An invitation from St.Chad’s : Saturday 8th March Parish Day with Bishop David to
think about our faith, our mission, our future, … 10.30am to 3.00pm more details to
follow. Everyone is welcome to attend.
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G

uess what? As I write this
letter, it’s raining! Again! By the
time you read this letter perhaps
our famously capricious weather
will have changed again. Perhaps
we’ll be ice bound. However, at
the moment it feels like the
wettest winter in a long time.
The British are famous for being
obsessed about the weather. Of
course this is because we have, as
they say, ‘an awful lot of it’. What
is noticeable is just how severe
and extreme some of this weather
has felt in recent years. While I’m
unsure that the recent floods in
various parts of the country are
unprecedented they have
inevitably made many think about
climate change and how that
might affect both these islands
and the global eco-system. I
suspect that until our species finds
a gentler way to walk on planet
earth the trends towards extreme
weather will only continue.
It can feel like we can make no
real contribution to ensuring that
the planet has a sustainable
future. It is easy to retreat into a
state of mind which says, ‘Oh well
I’m just a individual who can’t

influence the world.’ I think
everyone feels like that
sometimes, even some apparently
very influential people. I often
imagine that powerful figures like
the Prime Minister or the U.S.
President get into office only to
discover that they have a lot less
control over events than they
imagined.
However, all this reminds us of
how important community is. I
often think we live in a society
that tells us we are nothing more
than a group of individuals
connected by self-interest.
Powerful as this way of thinking is
it is not primarily a Christian one.
Christian tradition has always
been grounded in community –
that is, that we are bonded by
relationship first and self-interest
second. Sometimes this emphasis
on ‘community’ has done a lot of
damage to people who’ve been
perceived as ‘different’ to the
group and we should repent of
that. However, it is together
rather than alone we can make a
difference.
As members of St Nick’s we are
not in a position to ‘change the
world’ overnight. But we can
make all sorts of contributions to
the human good. We can and do
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make a commitment to being a
Fairtrade church. We are also
involved in discussions about
setting up a Food Bank and I
sense we are slowly beginning
to find better ways to be more
engaged with the very diverse
and exciting community in which
we are set. Equally, by working
together we can face the
challenges of making our
building not only secure from
leaks and water damage but an
ongoing asset for the
community for decades to
come.
Sometimes we feel so
vulnerable and fragile as a
community and as individuals.
But we are called to both trust in
God and commit to his Way of
love and faith. Mahatma Ghandi
famously said, “Whatever you
do will be insignificant, but it is
very important that you do it.” I
find that suggestion curiously
encouraging. For it means that
we can commit to acting for the
good without worrying about
how important those actions will
be. The Bible tells us that where
love is, there God will be. Our
acts of love, as a church and as
people, sometimes seem to add
up to no more than a hill of
beans. But because they are
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shaped in love they really matter.
Why? Because it is in love that
God is found.

Rachel x

Thank you to everyone who
helped and supported the coffee
morning.
With your help, support and
kind donations I was able to send
a cheque for £269.00 to The
Children's Society.
Thank you to all box holders,
and Jill and Colin for opening and
counting the money. A total of
£371.92 was sent to the
Children's Society.

Brenda

Are you interested in making a
difference to people’s lives?
Are you interested in making a
difference to your community?
Do you know what a food bank is?
Do you know how much
difference a food bank can make?








Come along to our
“FOOD BANK PUBLIC MEETING”
And show your support to the local
community of
BURNAGE EVERYBODY IS WELCOME
Saturday 1st February, 2pm
Burnage Community Centre,
Burnage Lane
Light refreshments will be provided
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By taking on one of these roles ?
Hall booking secretary
Our church hall bookings bring in valuable funds to keep the church
financially afloat. After many years of loyal service Anne Holmes is
stepping down from this role. We urgently need a hall booking
secretary – the role involves recording hall bookings, issuing forms,
issuing keys and occasionally opening the hall (we can help with this).
There is a small honorarium paid for this role. Please give this some
thought and if you can take on this role please have a chat with Rachel,
Jill or Alison.
Church Magazine
The church magazine is published monthly and distributed to 80 homes
in the parish. We are looking for someone to take on the role of
collaborating and publishing the monthly magazine from December
2014. The current editor uses Microsoft publisher to create the
magazine. Training can be provided in using publisher along with
support, templates and links to websites etc. If you can help with this
please have a chat with Rachel, Alison or Jill.

HELD ON MONDAY 13 JANUARY 2014 @ 7.30pm
The P.C.C. met on Monday with an attendance of 10 members and 3
apologies. Rachel took the Chair.
 One of the main items on the agenda was the H.L.F. Bid. This is
progressing well and our application has been accepted. We are now
entering the development stage, and if we meet certain conditions
there is a possibility of receiving 90% grant with the Church having to
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find 10%. For the second phase we will need to raise 29% of the total
cost. A start up discussion is to take place on 31 January 2014 at
2.00pm and Rachel will be attending and asked for someone on the
committee to accompany her. A motion was passed that we formally
accept the offer of the H.L.F. All in favour. A lot of work, time and
money will be involved in this project.
 Discussion took place with regard to the Burnage Food Bank. Two
members of the P.C.C. have been attending meetings and they
reported back to the meeting. St. Nicholas would like to be involved
with some sort of contribution and it is recognised that a lot of work
will be entailed in this project.
 The P.C.C. also went through the reports from the various groups,
committees etc.
 St. Nicholas Rainbow group is now up and running. Unfortunately the
rules of Girl Guiding UK prevent us from openly advertising but we
hope that other local units who have a waiting list will send some new
members our way !
 The meeting closed at 9.00pm – next meeting to take place on
Monday 10 March 2014.
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Here are some modern ‘insights’ on an age-old Psalm…
The Lord is my Shepherd - that's relationship.
I shall not want - that's supply.
He makes me lie down in green pastures - that's rest.
He leads me beside the still waters - that's refreshment.
He restores my soul - that's healing.
He leads me in the paths of righteousness - that's guidance.
For his name’s sake - that's purpose.
Yes, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death - that's
testing.
I will fear no evil - that's protection.
For You are with me - that's faithfulness.
Your rod and your staff, they comfort me - that's discipline.
You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies - that's
hope.
You anoint my head with oil - that's consecration.
My cup runs over - that's abundance.
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life - that's
blessing.
And I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever - that's security!

This is a true story. Back in the late 1890s a Presbyterian minister called
John Chapman was travelling by train through rural Kansas. There was
only one other passenger in the carriage, a young man. As the train
chugged along, Chapman noticed that the young man was very agitated.
Finally Chapman asked if he could help.
Slowly, the young man shared that some years before he had run away
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from home and done some wild things. Finally, he had written to his parents, telling them that he wanted to come home. But he was afraid they
wouldn’t want him back.
The young man had remembered that, at a certain point, the railway
track passed very close to his parents’ home. In a letter he had told his
parents that if they could not forgive him, he would understand. But if
they could possibly still want him, then they could tie a yellow ribbon on
their old apple tree that grew right beside the railway line.

The train would soon pass his home. “But I’m too afraid to look out for
the tree.” And with that he began to sob.
John Chapman laid a hand on his shoulder. “I’ll look out for you.” And so
as the young man buried his face in his hands the minister kept watch,
peering anxiously out of the dusty train window, seeking an apple tree
with hopefully a yellow ribbon around it.
A few minutes passed, and then Chapman declared, “Son, there is a yellow ribbon on an apple tree. In fact, every branch is hanging with yellow
ribbons, scores of them.”
Well, of course the young man got off at the next stop. John Chapman
continued his journey, deeply moved by this sign of parental forgiveness.
He told the story often in his preaching, until it became widely known in
Kansas, and finally ended up in the pop song ‘Tie A Yellow Ribbon Round
the Old Oak Tree’.
The story points to one of the greatest doctrines taught in the Bible: the
love of God for his people. It was that love that moved the Father to
send his Son into the world. In Ephesians Paul writes glowingly of “that
great love with which he loved us”. John emphasises the same great
truth in a magnificent creed of just three words: ‘God is love’. Paul put it
this way in Galations: ‘He loved me and gave himself for me’.
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Week Ending

Communicants

Cash

Envelopes

3rd

77

£17.00

£240.50

10th

51

£14.80

£374.50

17th

36

£12.10

£331.50

24th

39

£6.50

£426.50

Total

£1,373.00

£27.00 raised for St.Nicholas

1st Prize: No.59. (St.Nicholas)
courtesy of Amy Haygarth

Thank you to Mike and Mary at
Whieldons for their kind contribution
of a turkey voucher and to everyone
who bought tickets.

2nd Prize: No. 35 (St.Nicholas)
courtesy of Valerie Acton.

Week Ending

Communicants

Cash

Envelopes

1st

58

£23.40

£402.50

8th

60

£49.00

£355.60

15th

42

£1.00

£408.20

22nd

49

£6.40

———-

29th

87

£101.90

£854.00

Total

£2020.30

1st Prize: No.31 . Elsie Jubb
2nd Prize: No. 22 Sybil Gawkrodger
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Please note the last PCC monthly raffle will take
place in January. It has been decided that a fresh
approach is needed as we have been running the
monthly raffles for a number of years.
Further information on our new fundraising
initiative will be announced shortly.

The Maker’s Club (Sunday School)
Mrs. Margaret Witty (0161 432 2933) For all children aged 3 years upwards in the Vestry at
10.15 a.m.
Women’s Fellowship
Chairman: Mrs Ann Holmes (0161 434 2245 Second and Fourth Wednesdays at 2.30 p.m.
Confirmation Classes For young people and adults by arrangement with the Minister.

Date Warden Warden
8.30 a.m. 10.30 a.m.

Alter
Server

Lay
Assistants

SidesPeople

2

Fred
Murphy

Alison Mills

Jan

Lyn Rimmer
Jane Cawley

Margaret Vessey
Michael Vessey
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Fred
Murphy

Jane Cawley Emily C

Anne Holmes
Anne Tudor

Muriel Nicol
Amy Haygarth
Val Hagan

16

Fred
Murphy

Jill Lomas

Caroline Alison Mills
Julie Crossley

Brenda Maclese
Grace Manley
Lucy Males

23

Fred
Murphy

Alison Mills

Brenda

Julie Crossley
Sue Morris

Brenda Maclese
Cliff Stockton

Funeral held on 20th December 2013 for Rita Springl
‘May the souls of the faithfully departed rest in peace’.
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The Parish Church of St Nicholas Burnage
Sunday Services
8.30 a.m
10.30 a.m.

Eucharist (BCP)
Family Service and Eucharist

For Saints and other weekday Services, please see the Diary page inside the magazine.
Holy Baptism on 3rd Sunday of each month at 10.30 a.m.
Holy Communion is take to the housebound by arrangement with the Minister.
Minister

Rev’d Rachel Mann
0161 432 7009

Organist

Vacancy

Churchwardens

Mrs. Jill Lomas (0161 432 5426)
Mrs. Alison Mills 01625 540376
Mobile : 07932 071977

Assistant Wardens

Mr. Fred Murphy
Ms Jane Cawley

Hon. Treasurer.

Mrs. Elaine Jess

Minutes Secretary

Mrs. Ann Ackerman

Electoral Roll Officer

Mrs Lyn Rimmer

Deanery Synod

Mrs. Grace Manley
Ms. Jane Cawley

Elected on PC

Mr. Fred Murphy,
Mrs. Ann Ackerman,
Mrs. Julie Crossley,
Mrs. Sue Morris,
Mrs. Lyn Rimmer,
Mr. Michael Vessey,
Mr. Tony Witty.

Magazine Distribution

Mrs. Brenda Maclese

Missionary Secretary

Mrs. Margaret Vessey

St. Nicholas Church Website

www.st-nicholas-church.org.uk
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Ms. Jane Cawley,
Mrs. Elaine Jess,
Mrs. Alison Cullen,
Mrs. Christine Price,
Mrs. Margaret Witty,

