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Church Diary November 2013
Date

Time

Event

8.30 am
10.30 am.
3.00pm

4th Sunday before Advent
Holy Communion (BCP)
Parish Communion & Young People's Church
Service of Glad Remembrance

Tuesday 5th

7.30pm

Taize Evening Prayer

Wednesday 6th

10.00am

Eucharist

8.30 am.
10.30 am.

Remembrance Sunday
Holy Communion (BCP)
All –age Worship

Monday 11th

7.30pm

PCC Meeting

Tuesday 12th

8.00pm

CTIB Executive Meeting, St.Bernard’s

Sunday 3rd

Sunday 10th

Wednesday 13th 10.00am
2.30pm

Eucharist
Women’s Fellowship “Hospital Radio’ with Mr.
J. Sambrook

Saturday 23rd

CHRISTMAS FAIR

11.00

Sunday 24th
8.30 am.
10.30 am.
Wednesday 27th 10.00am
2.30pm

Christ The King
Holy Communion (BCP)
Parish Communion & Young People's Church
Eucharist
Women’s Fellowship ‘guest speaker
Mr Arthur Wood ‘Jomo Kenyatta’

Advance notices:
Tuesday 3rd December 7.30pm Christmas Taize Service.
Friday 6th December 6.30pm Fog Lane Tree Lighting Ceremony
Sunday 8th December BIRTHDAY SUNDAY and Parish Lunch
Sunday 15th December Carol Service 3.00pm
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Rector’s Letter

N

ovember is a month for
pausing and breathing. What do I
mean? Well, despite our often
headlong rush towards Advent
and Christmas, November is
important because it invites us to
stop, take stock, keep silence and
remember. Indeed, the fact that
November contains both the
feast of All Souls, and
Remembrance Sunday - days
when we are invited to stop and
remember – has meant that
some people now call November
‘remembrance-tide’.
Given how busy modern life
seems to be becoming, I am ever
more convinced that taking time
for pause and reflection matters.
Last month our placement
ordinand Janette led a quiet day
for the parish and I, for one,
found it incredibly helpful and
refreshing. The chance to pray
and take stock and to try and
listen to what God was saying
was a huge privilege. This month
is a chance to reflect before the
headlong plunge into the
unstoppable juggernaut that is
Advent and Christmas. I really

hope you manage to find some
time to be still and listen to God.
There can be something
unutterably sad about November.
The invitation to remember both
our lost loved ones on All Souls
Day or the lost of the world’s
countless wars on Remembrance
Sunday can feel very solemn
indeed. And that is right. I’ve
often thought that the modern
world is not terribly good at
lament and acknowledging death.
This often strikes me as a fear of
reality. I pray that each of us in
our own ways have the courage
to face the pain and loss and
discover that it is often in the
midst of them that God comes
and shows his most loving self.
But of course, we should not
simply indulge in self pity or what
Bunyan called the Slough of
Despond. The truth is that though
loss and death are unavoidable,
we also know that if only the
world could come to love peace
rather than violence so much
death could be avoided. When we
keep silence on Remembrance
Sunday or on Armistice Day the
true invitation is to commit
ourselves to doing all in our
power to keep such vile wars
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from happening again. The greatest honour we do those who have laid
their lives down in the past is to live for a loving and peaceful future.
So often we say that such sentiments are great, but feel like we lack
power to make a difference. I know not everyone will want or be able to
go on marches for peace or write letters to MPs complaining about the
use of unmanned drones to kill civilians in far off places. But we can all
seek to be people of character. That is, people who cultivate a way of
living that has peacefulness and reconciliation at the forefront. War –
especially for those of us too young to remember the Second World War
– can feel very distant. But how easy it is to forget our own anger and
greed and resentment and all those other seeds of violence! It is by
trying to follow the way of Christ and being formed in him that the good
news of peace and reconciliation has the hope of flowering into a
harvest of love.

Rachel x

Saturday 23rd November

11.00 to 2.00pm
Café, Raffle, Books, DVDs,
Traidcraft, Christmas Gifts, Cakes, Chocolate Stall,
Gift and Bottle Tombola

Please bring your family, friends, neigh4

From Pilot to Priest’
On reading the Rector’s Roll Board in Church, situated in the passage
between the porch and the Baptistry, the fourth entry reads as follows:
‘J.E.R. WILLIAMS 1951’
Behind this entry lies the following information which I trust you will find
very interesting – I propose to refer to him as ‘J.E.R.’!
‘J.E.R.’ was a native of North Wales and was educated at St John’s
School, Leatherhead. He received his B.A. at Keble College, Oxford in
1945 and his M.A. in 1946. He proceeded to Wescott House, Cambridge
for his training for the church and was ordained in 1947, prior to serving
his title at the Church of St Augustine, Ipswich, Suffolk.
During World War Two (1939-45) ‘J.E.R.’ served in the army before
transferring to the Royal Air Force.
Following my initial enquiry to No.617 Squadron (“The Dambusters”)
now based at RAF Lossiemouth, Moray, Scotland, I received a prompt
reply from Captain DRJ Fraser (a British army officer) serving with 617
Squadron RAF as the Ground Liaison Officer. It enclosed the following
information about ‘JER’ for which I am greatly indebted:
117696 Flight Lieutenant J.E.R. Williams
“In response to your letter dated 18th September, I have looked through
the Squadron records for 1943-1944. It appears he was heavily involved
in the many bombing raids the Squadron took part in over France, Belgium and Germany. He arrived at 617 Squadron on the 19th February
1944. The last record we can find for him is on a raid in August 1944.
After this time he seems to have either been injured or posted elsewhere. I can confirm that he was not involved in the original Dam Raids
of May 1943 or the sinking of The Tirpitz (battleship) in September 1944.
He nevertheless played a significant role in the air campaign against the
Germans.” (Extract.)
For his service to King (George VI) and country JOHN EDWARD RUSSELL
WILLIAMS was in 1944 awarded the D.F.C. (Distinguished Flying Cross).
Bevan Taylor
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Walking back to life
I look down at the bed and say,
“Aren’t you getting up to-day?”
and then I potter, hoping you’ll
get in my way
whilst emptiness
declares that Death has robbed me.
I try to tidy tidiness,
adjust myself to timelessness,
and take each memory from its store
as tears caress
ethereal hands
that, from Heaven’s shore, would
draw me.
And then I sit down in my chair
where memory becomes a prayer
of thankfulness for all we had.
Then, from despair,
I find myself
walking back to life more boldly.
Rev Sam Doubtfire. Former
Vicar of Keswick with November bringing
us All Souls Day, we offer his poem on
the pain of bereavement.

Remembrance
1939 and George, my father, was
eager to enlist. He soon
chummed up with Bert.
Together they faced the hell of
the gunfire and the trenches.
One day there was a loud
explosion. George threw himself
down and Bert fell on top.
Shrapnel riddled Bert’s body,
some going through into George.
His chum was dead, but
miraculously George was still
alive. Remembrance Sunday at
the Albert Hall. Thousands of
petals were falling, each one
representing a lost life. Tears
welled up as George
remembered his chum. He
knew that but for Bert he would
have been one of those petals.
By Megan Carter

With Remembrance Sunday and Armistice Day in mind
War is a tragedy which commonly destroys the stage it is acted on. Matthew
Henry
Mankind must put an end to war, or war will put an end to mankind. John F
Kennedy
Eternal vigilance is the price of liberty. John Philpot Curran
God grants liberty only to those who love, and are always ready to guard and
defend it. Daniel Webster
He who serves his country well has no need of ancestors. F Voltaire
6

7

Poppies for Remembrance
The annual Poppy Appeal is now underway.
Did you ever wonder how it all began?
It seems that poppies were first suggested as a symbol of Remembrance in the
USA by a Miss Moina Michael, way back in November 1918. The American
Legion used them in 1920, and then in 1921 Madame Guerin introduced her
poppies, made by widows of a French-American charity, to the British Legion.
The next suitable occasion for a poppy-linked appeal was Armistice Day, and
the British Legion took a big chance: they had no idea if the poppies would
‘catch on’ over here or not, but went ahead, ordered nine million, and held
their breath...
On the day itself, the first poppy was bought in London a few seconds after
midnight. The poppies were on sale at an official price of threepence but before
breakfast single petals were selling Smithfield Market for £5. All day long motor
cars fetched poppies and crate after crate was emptied until supplies ran out. A
message from Queen Mary brought sellers to Buckingham Palace, but hearing
that poppies were in short supply, she bought only two. A basket of poppies
auctioned at Christies raised nearly £500.
That first appeal raised £106,000 (nearly £30 million in today's terms). In 1922
the "Poppy Factory" was established in the UK and has been employing
disabled ex-Servicemen to make the poppies ever since. Poppies were "sold"
when the appeal started. Nowadays, charity legislation requires them to be
'distributed in return for donations'.

St Nicholas’ Remembrance Service will take place on
Sunday 10th November at 10.30am.
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Across
1 and 20 Down ‘Lord of all — , Lord of all — ,
whose trust, ever
child-like, no cares could destroy’ (11,3)
9 Moses’ question to a fighting Hebrew labourer: ‘Why are you —
your fellow Hebrew?’ (Exodus 2:13) (7)
10 Acclaimed cellist who contracted multiple
sclerosis at the height of
her fame, Jacqueline — (2,3)
11 ‘At even — the sun was set, the sick, O Lord,
around thee lay’ (3)
13 A descendant of Gad (Numbers 26:16) (4)
16 ‘Do not leave Jerusalem, but — for the gift
my Father promised’
(Acts 1:4) (4)
17 Clambers (Jeremiah 48:44) (6)
18 Peter’s response to questioning by the
Sanhedrin: ‘We must —
God rather than men!’ (Acts 5:29) (4)
20 Christian paraplegic author, artist and campaigner, — Eareckson
Tada (4)
21 Bird partial to the nests of other birds (6)
22 ‘Such large crowds gathered round him that
he got into a boat and
sat — — ’ (Matthew 13:2) (2,2)
23 Infectious tropical disease (4)
25 Tree (3)
28 ‘No fear of me should — you, nor should my
hand be heavy upon
you’ (Job 33:7) (5)
29 For example, to Titus, Timothy or Philemon
(7)
30 Week beginning with Pentecost Sunday,
according to the Church’s
calendar (11)
Down
2 ‘O Jerusalem… how — I have longed to gather your children
together’ (Matthew 23:37) (5)
3 Way out (4)
4 Exhort (Romans 12:1) (4)
5 Done (anag.) (4)
6 Highest of the four voice-parts in a choir (7)
7 Concerning the study of God (11)
8 Uniquely, it has Abbey, Cathedral and Chapel
(11)
12 Admonish (Matthew 16:22) (6)

November Crossword

14 Frozen (3)
15 Established form of religious ceremony (6)
19 Inscription often found on gravestones (7)
20 See 1 Across
24 Behaved (Joshua 7:1) (5)
25 Time (anag.) (4)
26 Lists choice of meals (4)
27 ‘For the wages of sin is death, but the — of God is eternal
life in Christ Jesus our Lord’ (Romans 6:23) (4)

Christians Together in Burnage

Carol Singing
Saturday 14th December

12.00 to 2.00pm
Tesco, Burnage
Come and sing or hand out Christmas cards…..
Everyone welcome to join us …...singer or not !
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Church Duty Rota (October 2013)
Date

Warden Warden
8.30 a.m. 10.30 a.m.

3

Fred
Murphy

10

Alter
Server

Lay
Assistants

SidesPeople

Jane Cawley Emily Crossley

Grace Manley
Lyn Rimmer

Sybil
Gawkrodger
Caroline

Fred
Murphy

Alison Mills

Caroline
Abiodon

Anne Holmes
Anne Tudor

Margaret Vessey
Michael Vessey
Muriel Clark

17

Fred
Murphy

Jill Lomas

Louise
Hollingsworth

Louise
Hollingsworth
Margaret

Muriel Nicol
Amy Haygarth
Val Hagan

24

Fred
Murphy

Jane Cawley Caroline
Abiodon

Alison Mills
Julie Crossley

Brenda Maclese
Grace Manley
Lucy Males

Parish Registers (September 2013)
Week Ending

Communicants

Cash

Envelopes

1st

42

5.50

355.30

8th

48

47.50

272.90

15th

53

45.20

328.00

22nd

40

4.00

365.00

29th

39

11.85

394.00

Total

1715.20

Church charity from July to September £32.60 donated.
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Organisations
The Maker’s Club (Sunday School)
Mrs. Margaret Witty (0161 432 2933)
For all children aged 3 years upwards in the
Vestry at 10.15 a.m.
Women’s Fellowship
Chairman: Mrs Ann Holmes (0161 434 2245

Church Prize Draws
St Nicholas Club Draw—drawn
Sunday 1st September
1st Prize: 58 Amy Haygarth
2nd Prize : 15 St.Nicholas Church
(M.Clark)

Second and Fourth Wednesdays at 2.30 p.m.

Confirmation Classes For young people and
adults by arrangement with the Minister.

Burnage Community Choir

September PCC Raffle
won by Muriel Nicol
raised £31.00 for church funds.

Thursday Evenings 7.30pm (in church)

Smile Lines…With the Rugby in mind The trouble with referees is that they just
don’t care which side wins. T Canterbury
What happens then? A little boy was taken Christmas shopping by his mother. He
watched the escalator going down for several minutes, and then asked with concern:
“What happens when the ground floor gets full of steps?”
Purring Little George was visiting his aunt. He found the cat in a sunny window purring cheerfully. “Oh Auntie, come quick,” cried George. “The cat has gone to sleep and left
his engine running.”
Quiet A Sunday School teacher asked her children: “And why is it necessary to be quiet in church?” One little girl replied helpfully: “Because people are sleeping.”

November Crossword Answers
ACROSS: 1, Hopefulness. 9, Hitting. 10, du Pre. 11, Ere. 13, Ozni.16. Wait. 17, Climbs. 18, Obey. 20, Joni. 21, Cuckoo.
22, In it. 23,Yaws. 25, Elm. 28, Alarm. 29, Epistle. 30, Whitsuntide.
DOWN: 2, Often. 3, Exit. 4, Urge. 5, Node. 6, Soprano. 7,Theological. 8, Westminster. 12, Rebuke. 14, Icy. 15, Ritual.
19,Epitaph. 20, Joy. 24, Acted. 25, Emit. 26, Menu. 27, Gift.
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The Parish Church of St Nicholas Burnage
Sunday Services
8.30 a.m
10.30 a.m.

Eucharist (BCP)
Family Service and Eucharist

For Saints and other weekday Services, please see the Diary page inside the magazine.
Holy Baptism on 3rd Sunday of each month at 10.30 a.m.
Holy Communion is take to the housebound by arrangement with the Minister.
Minister

Rev’d Rachel Mann
0161 432 7009

Organist

Vacancy

Churchwardens

Mrs. Jill Lomas (0161 432 5426)
Mrs. Alison Mills 01625 540376
Mobile : 07932 071977

Assistant Wardens

Mr. Fred Murphy
Ms Jane Cawley

Hon. Treasurer.

Mrs. Elaine Jess

Minutes Secretary

Mrs. Ann Ackerman

Electoral Roll Officer

Mrs Lyn Rimmer

Deanery Synod

Mrs. Grace Manley
Ms. Jane Cawley

Elected on PC

Mr. Fred Murphy,
Mrs. Ann Ackerman,
Mrs. Julie Crossley,
Mrs. Sue Morris,
Mrs. Lyn Rimmer,
Mr. Michael Vessey,
Mr. Tony Witty.

Magazine Distribution

Mrs. Brenda Maclese

Missionary Secretary

Mrs. Margaret Vessey

St. Nicholas Church Website

www.st-nicholas-church.org.uk
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Ms. Jane Cawley,
Mrs. Elaine Jess,
Mrs. Alison Cullen,
Mrs. Christine Price,
Mrs. Margaret Witty,

