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Church Diary May 2013
Date

Time

Event

8.30 a.m
10.30 a.m.

6th Sunday of Easter
Holy Communion (BCP)
Parish Communion & Young People's Church

Tuesday 7th

7.30 p.m.

Taize Evening Prayer

Wednesday 8th

10.00am
2.30pm
6.30pm.

Eucharist
Women’s Fellowship ‘The Life of a BBC
Reporter’ Mr K. Fitzpatrick
Stewardship Group Meeting, Parrswood Pub

7.30pm

Ascension Day
Deanery Eucharist at St.Wilfrids Northenden

10.30am

Women’s Fellowship Coffee Morning

8.30 a.m
10.30 a.m.

7th Sunday of Easter
Holy Communion (BCP)
Parish Communion & Young People's Church

Monday 13th

7.30pm

Fundraising and Social Committee, vestry

Wednesday 15th

10.00am
7.30pm

Eucharist
Holiday Club Meeting, Rectory

8.30 a.m.
10.30 a.m.
4.00pm

Pentecost/Whit Sunday
Holy Communion (BCP)
Parish Communion & Young People's Church
Churches Together in Burnage Joint Service to
Celebrate Pentecost at St.Nicholas

Monday 21st

7.30pm

Taize Evening Prayer for Pentecost (CTIB)

Tuesday 21st

7.30pm

Archdeacon’s Visitation, St.Margaret’s Burnage

Wednesday 22nd

10.00
2.30pm

Eucharist
Women’s Fellowship Annual General Meeting

8.30 a.m.
10.30 a.m.

Trinity Sunday
Holy Communion (BCP)
Parish Communion & Young People's Church

10.00am

Eucharist

Sunday 5th

Thursday 9th
Saturday 11th
Sunday 12th

Sunday 19th

Sunday 26th

Wednesday 29th
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Churchwarden’s Letter
Rachel is taking a holiday ,,,,,,,,,,

I

n March we hosted an art
exhibition and in April two
performances of Jesus Christ
Superstar. These events
brought over 400 people through
the church doors.300 people paid to
see the performances of Jesus Christ
Superstar . We are pleased to report
that the performances raised £2,247
for church funds.
Art work covered the walls and the
church was transformed into a
theatre with a live band, lights,
sound system, staging and scenery.
Thirty young people spent three
intensive weeks rehearsing and
giving their time and energy to
perform. The live band featuring our
very own rector rehearsed with the
cast and they gave the production a
quality worthy of any arena. The
audience witnessed the story of the
last five days of Jesus Christ with a
crucifixion and resurrection scene
which moved many in the audience
to tears.
Members of St.Nicholas came to
watch the performances and gave

their support to Ollie, Rachel and the
cast. A rock opera was not their ‘cup
of tea’ but they came and they
supported.
We said our farewells to Peter Scott
who spent 6 months of his
ordination training with us. We shall
miss Peter and we wish him well on
his journey. He was presented with
gift vouchers for St.Denys bookshop
and some wine to enjoy.
On Sunday 21st April we had a very
welcome visit from Roy Chow who
kindly took the two Sunday services
during Rachel’s holiday. Roy spent
time over coffee reminiscing and
showing us photographs of his
grandchildren. We remembered
Eileen in our prayers as it was the
anniversary of her passing on
Monday 22nd April. Roy is moving
house shortly, we wish him well in
his retirement and new home.
During May we move on through the
church year with Ascension Day and
Pentecost.
The Christians Together in Burnage
joint service on Pentecost Sunday
19th May will be led by Rachel and
held at St. Nicholas. We hope you
can come to this service and
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support our role as a member of
CITB.
After such a hectic period in the life of
the church, we should remember all
the people who contributed so much
in our prayers.
May the God who gives endurance
and encouragement give you a spirit
of unity among yourselves as you
follow Jesus Christ.
With our love,

Alison and Jill.
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A review of JCS by
Jennifer Beaumont.
As a reporter and theatre reviewer, I
have seen many amateur dramatic
productions in my time. While the
majority are very good, there have
been times when the prompt should
have taken a bow at the end of the
performance.
So, when St Nicholas Church,
Burnage announced they were
performing Jesus Christ Superstar
my interest was piqued. I handed
over my hard earned £9 to book an
unreserved seat at the second and
final night of the production.
I had never been inside St Nicholas,
Burnage but I had heard tell of its
Poirot-esque interior, so if nothing
else I thought, I could admire the
interior of the church while trying
not to squirm in a church pew for
the best part of two hours. Maybe I
should have gift-aided my £9?
Well, I feel I was sold a lie. There
was absolutely nothing amateur in
this slick production. With just three
weeks of rehearsals, Ollie Mills
(Judas) produced and directed a
phenomenal interpretation of Jesus
Christ Superstar.
With synchronicity of movement,

choreography to make anyone’s soul
sing and genuine creativity Mills and
his team transformed a beautiful
church into the ideal setting for one
of the most dramatic musicals.
It was a spine-tinglingly amazing
night, un-hampered by early
technical glitches, it was made the
more powerful with its real intensity
and imagination.
I wasn’t squirming in my church
pew, I was dancing!
As well as delivering one of the best
nights out I’ve had in ages, St
Nicholas, Burnage demonstrated a
true church spirit. Everyone involved
in the show was buzzing, from the
car park attendant to the Thank You
speeches at the end.
Jesus Christ Superstar was more
than a performance of a musical, it
showed what can be achieved when
we work for the same ends.
Too often as churches we try to
come up with a fundraising event in
order to raise money for the church.
I don’t know if this performance
raised any money, but it doesn’t
matter (the churchwardens may
disagree with me). This performance
showed a church community, and
demonstrated that if we have a

good starting point we can produce
something wonderful. It was evident
that St Nicholas, Burnage was led by
passion and enthusiasm, and they
delivered beauty.
The only shame is that it had just a
two-night run, because I would have
seen this again. And boy, can Rev
Rachel Mann play guitar!
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May brings Pentecost, reckoned by many to be the Birthday of the
Christian Church. On that day, so long ago, the Holy Spirit came upon
the faithful disciples praying together in Jerusalem shortly after Jesus’
Ascension. They felt a rushing wind and saw flames as if of fire flickering on them. They burst into praise of God. He was with them! Jesus
had promised them power and his presence, and he was true to his
word. After Pentecost the little frightened group of disciples became
bold and fearless in proclaiming the Good News of Jesus Christ. The story is found in Acts chapter 2.
TOGETHER
PLACE
RUSHING
WIND
HOUSE
TONGUES
FIRE
FATHER
HOLY
SPIRIT
POWER
RECEIVE
UTTERANCE
SPEAK
COME
LANGUAGE
ASTONISHED
GALILEANS
NATION
HEAVEN
EARTH
OLIVET
UPPER
ROOM
DEVOTING
PRAYER
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WOMEN
JESUS

BROTHERS
PETER

The Ascension
Paul Hardingham Editor of Parish
Pump ponders the Ascension
Where did Jesus go?
In Salvador Dali’s picture of Jesus’
ascension all you can see are his feet!
As we celebrate the event this
month, it prompts the question
‘where did Jesus go?’ Peter says Jesus
‘has gone into heaven and is at God’s
right hand’ (1 Peter 3:22). However,
the New Testament tells us three
things about what Jesus is doing at
the Father’s side.
Sitting: At Pentecost Peter says Jesus is ‘exalted to the right hand of
God, he has received from the Father
the promised Holy Spirit and has
poured out what you now see and
hear…“The Lord said to my Lord: ‘Sit
at my right hand”’ (Acts 2: 33-4). Peter is affirming Jesus’ position of authority and power at the heart of the
universe. By pouring out the gift of
the Holy Spirit upon us, Jesus gives us
a foretaste of the life of heaven ie
eternal life, forgiveness, healing, release and God’s provision for our
lives.
Standing: When Stephen, the first
Christian martyr, was being stoned to
death by the Jewish authorities he
points out, ‘I see heaven open and

the Son of Man standing at the right
hand of God.’ (Acts 7:56). Our experience of heaven is only ever partial, as
we live with the reality of suffering
and setbacks. However, Jesus is still
on the throne! He has a bigger plan
and purpose for our lives than we
might imagine (including the difficulties), and we are called to trust him
daily.

Praying: ‘Christ Jesus who died –
more than that, who was raised to
life – is at the right hand of God and
is also interceding for us.’ (Romans
8:34, cf Hebrews 7:25). Even when
we don’t know how to pray, we have
the assurance that Jesus is already
praying for us! He knows our needs
even better than we do ourselves, so
when we feel condemned or defeated in our Christian lives, we have
somebody on our side!
The Ascension reminds us that the
risen Jesus lives in the immediate
presence of God and both transcends
and embraces our present experience. This truth lies at the heart of
the up language used to describe the
event.
‘Heaven relates to earth tangentially
so that the one who is in heaven can
be present simultaneously anywhere
and everywhere on earth: the ascension therefore means that Jesus is
available, accessible, without people
having to travel to a particular spot
on the earth to find him.’ (Tom
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Pause for Thought - Bishop of Bradford reflects on preaching
to 9 million people
The Bishop of Bradford has praised DJ Chris Evans for building his Radio 2
Breakfast Show into Europe's largest radio audience. Recent industry figures
give the show, which includes Pause for Thought, an average of 9.5m people
tuning in every day.
The Rt Revd Nick Baines, the Bishop of Bradford, is one of the show's regular
Pause for Thought contributors. Speaking in a Church of England podcast
published today, (www.churchofengland.org/media-centre/engage-with-usonline/podcasts.aspx) Bishop Nick says, "You've got to be able to fit in with
the medium. It's no good having stuff to say if you don't know how to say it or
there is a big 'clunk' between the programme, which is great, fast-moving fun
and 'the religious bit'".
Elton John, Barry Manilow, Barbara Windsor, Peter Kaye and Rick Astley are
amongst the showbiz names that Bishop Nick's shared a studio with during the
three years he's been on the show. He recalls the morning Suggs, the lead
singer with Madness, was Chris' guest. Bishop Nick managed to work sixteen
Madness song titles into his Pause for Thought script.
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Twenty year high for young priests
New statistics for 2012 show that the number of young people (under 30s)
accepted for training for the Church of England ministry last year was 113,
22% of the total. This is the highest number in the past twenty years.
The Ministry Division of the Archbishops' Council is continuing to be proactive in recruiting both young ordinands and those from Black and Minority
Ethnic backgrounds (BME). “The opportunities for young people to serve
are there,” says Amie, one of the delegates. “Diocesan Directors of Ordinands are not saying, ‘Go away, you’re 18 or 19’. They are saying: ‘come
and explore with me.’”

Thousands visit historic churches and cathedrals
St Paul’s Cathedral, Westminster Abbey and Canterbury Cathedral are
again among the top visitor attractions in the UK, according to the latest
statistics from the Association of Leading Visitor Attractions (AVLA).
York Minster attracts more than 490,000 visitors annually, while Durham
Cathedral welcomes 600,000 visitors each year and Bath Abbey alone
would make the top 50 attractions, welcoming 420,000 visitors a year.
Cathedrals are at the forefront of worshipping churches that generate at
least £350 million a year towards the tourism economy. The Association
of English Cathedrals and English Heritage have estimated that visitors to
cathedrals alone generate £91 million in spend and directly support 2,800
jobs
Approximately 11.3 million people - more than a quarter (27%) of England’s adult population - say that they have been to a Church of England
cathedral in the last 12 months, according to the Theos think-tank
(Spiritual Capital, September 2012). These figures exclude visitors and
tourists from overseas who visit Church buildings.
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Church Duty Rota (May 2013)
Date

Warden
8.30
a.m.

Warden
10.30
a.m.

Alter
Server

Lay
Assistants

SidesPeople

5th

Fred
Murphy

Jill Lomas Jane
Cawley

Jane Cawley
Margaret Vessey

Brenda Maclese
Grace Manley
Lucy Males

12th

Fred
Alison
Murphy Mills

Emily Crossley Lyn Rimmer
Grace Manley

Julie Crossley
Cass Williamson
Sue Morris

19th

Fred
Murphy

Jane
Cawley

Caroline
Abiodon

Alison Mills
Julie Crossley

Anne Tudor
Anne Holmes
Elaine Johnson

26th

Fred
Murphy

Alison
Mills

Brenda
Maclese

Brenda Maclese Sybil Gawkrodger
Cliff Stockton
Caroline Abiodon

Parish Registers (March 2013)
Week
Ending

Communicants

Cash

3rd

43

14.00

332.00

10th

61

16.00

335.00

17th

40

0.00

353.50

24th

43

32.10

367.50

31st

114

64.00

362.50

Total

1,886.60

Church Prize Draws

Envelopes
St Nicholas Club Draw
Drawn Sunday 3rd March
1st Prize No: 43 Amy Haygarth
2nd Prize No:27 St.Nicholas

PCC Monthly Raffle for Church
Funds
March 2013

Wordsearch
Solution

Won by Elsie jubb
£21.00 raised for Church Funds
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Organisations
The Maker’s Club (Sunday School)
Mrs. Margaret Witty (0161 432 2933)
For all children aged 3 years upwards in the
Vestry at 10.15 a.m.
Women’s Fellowship
Chairman: Mrs Ann Holmes (0161 434 2245

Church Lads’ & Church Girls’ Brigade
Mrs. Margaret Witty (0161 432 2933)
Every Friday in St. Nicholas Church
HallsMartins (5-6 years) 6.30—7.30 p.m.
The “Y” Team (7-9 years) 6.30—7.30 p.m.
JTC (10-12 years) 7.30—8.45 p.m.
Seniors (13+ years) 7.30—8.45 p.m.
Confirmation Classes For young people and
adults by arrangement with the Minister.

Second and Fourth Wednesdays at 2.30 p.m.

Christians Together in Burnage
Week of PENTECOST Services… everyone is welcome to attend the services.
Sunday 19th May 4.00pm Joint Service at St Nicholas
Monday 20th May 7.30pm St.Nicholas
Tuesday 21st May 7.00am Burnage Family Church, Kingsburn Hall
Wednesday 22nd May 2.00pm St .Bernard’s R.C Church, Burnage Lane
Thursday 23rd May 7.30pm Christ Church, Burnage Lane
Friday 24th May 12 noon ( with lunch) St.Margaret’s Church, Burnage Lane
Saturday 25th May 11.00am Christ Church Parrswood Road.

Women’s Fellowship Coffee Morning
Saturday 11th May
Tea/coffee, cakes, toast, gifts and a chat !
From 10.30 to 12noon
Everyone welcome !

Didsbury Festival Book Stall—please bring books to church on Sunday May 5th,
12th and 19th. Book stall at the festival in Didsbury Park on Saturday 8th June. Thank
you Susan Morris and Alison Cullen
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The Parish Church of St Nicholas Burnage
Sunday Services
8.30 a.m
10.30 a.m.

Eucharist (BCP)
Family Service and Eucharist

For Saints and other weekday Services, please see the Diary page inside the magazine.
Holy Baptism on 3rd Sunday of each month at 10.30 a.m.
Holy Communion is take to the housebound by arrangement with the Minister.
Minister

Rev’d Rachel Mann
0161 432 7009

Organist

Vacancy

Churchwardens

Mrs. Jill Lomas (0161 432 5426)
Mrs. Alison Mills 01625 540376
Mobile : 07932 071977

Assistant Wardens

Mr. Fred Murphy
Ms Jane Cawley

Hon. Treasurer.

Mrs. Elaine Jess

Minutes Secretary

Mrs. Ann Ackerman

Electoral Roll Officer

Mrs Lyn Rimmer

Deanery Synod

Mrs. Grace Manley
Ms. Jane Cawley

Elected on PC

Mr. Fred Murphy,
Mrs. Ann Ackerman,
Mrs. Julie Crossley,
Mrs. Sue Morris,
Mrs. Lyn Rimmer,
Mr. Michael Vessey,
Mr. Tony Witty.

Magazine Distribution

Mrs. Brenda Maclese

Missionary Secretary

Mrs. Margaret Vessey

St. Nicholas Church Website

www.st-nicholas-church.org.uk
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Ms. Jane Cawley,
Mrs. Elaine Jess,
Mrs. Alison Cullen,
Mrs. Christine Price,
Mrs. Margaret Witty,

