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St Nicrhokars Afmpies Nt

THE MEETING OF ST. NICHOLAS PAROCHIAL
CHURCH COUNCIL

HELD ON MONDAY, 12th FEBRUARY, 1990

The meeting was opened by Revd. Roy Chow with prayer and special
menttion of Norman Atherton, Churchwarden, now convatescing after an
operation, and Joyce Rowles, a patient in Withington Hospital and
member of the P.C.C.

Rector reported that he is still receiving replies to his letter to the
congregation re St Nicholas taking part in the Manchester Whit Walks to
be heid on May 28th, 1990.

Rector also reported on a further meeting of the Bumage Interest Group
whan it was stated that Social Services hoped to appoint a co-ordinator
who would organise voluntary ‘Good Neighbour schemes in conjunction
with the Home Help service.

Mrs. Cheistine Prica, Hon. Secretary, was requested to write to St
Cathering’s Roman Catholic Church to thank them for the gift of a White
Stole to commemorate the 60th anniversary of the founding of the parish
of St. Nicholas.

FINANCE: Miss Elaine Jess reported that £300.00 had been paid off the
Parish Share of £9,193.00 and stressed that after payment of the
outstanding bills St. Nicholas was just about keeping its head above
water. For the year 1989 the amount received in cash collections and the
envelope scheme just about covered last year's Parish share only.

NEW RECTORY/PARISH HALL/SITE DEVELOPMENT: Rector reported that

Arthur Little, Consultant Architect, had received a letter from the City
Council Planning Department to say the revised plans for the new Rectory
were not acceptable. This had prompted a meeting between the Rector,
Mr. Little, Michaet Hali and Lyndon Davies of the Diccese when it was
decided that the New Rectory/Parish Hal/Sita Development should be
considered as one project. '

DISABLED AIDS: M. Little was prepaning a scheme for a new toilet for the
disabled in the storeroom off the entrance porch and also an Induction
Loop system for use in the Church for deaf members of the Congregation.

Rector also announced that tables and chairs had been obtained from a
local hospital and been placed for use in the Old Parish hall. Also, a
fireprocf cupboard and steel shelving had been placed in the Choir Vestry
for use in storing records etc.. courtesy of Miss Jess.

STEWARDSHIP MISSION: Mr. John Sankey again outlined the work of a
Stewardship Mission, explaining how a Mission could hamess resources
in Time, Talent and Money. particularly in view of the challenging times
facing the members of St. Nicholas in going ahead with the completion of
the restoration of the Church building and the provision of a new hall.



1S IT WHAT YOU WANT OR ?

----------

(see last sentence of this article)

A white Stole was presented to the Congregation of St. Nicholas to mark
the 60th Anniversary of the formation of our parish by a represantative of
the Congregation of St. Catherines. This was given during the Didsbury
Council of Churches annual service for the Week of Prayer for Christian
Unity on Sunday 21st January last. Neardy 30 members of St. Nicholas'

were present. The Secretary of the PCC has sent a letter of thanks for the
gift.

We at St. Nicholas® presented to St. Catherine’s, nearly 18 months ago, a
Communion plate in recognition of their 60th anniversary. | hope that
these small gestures between our churches may be the start of greater
things to come, and that it may give encouragement for members of St
Nicholas' to become more interested and involved in helping the
churches of Didsbury to work more closely together - for this is what
Christ wills of ali his disciples.

Roy Chow

F-85.
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THE DEANERY OF WITHINGTON

(Last month we published a map showing those Parishes which
make the Deanery of Withington. It is hoped that sach month
there will be some news about our Deanery, the people as
well ax the places.)

The expansion by the Clty of Manchester in 1932, into parts
of rural Cheshire to build the new town of Wythenshawe meant
a re-ordering of Diocesan and deanery boundaries.

The parishes of Northenden, Baguley (Brooklands) and snall
parts of Ringway found themselves, alaong with a small
portion of Timperiey, in the geographically large deanery of
Heaton in the Diocese of Manchaster.

By 1965 with housing and population, it was necessary to
re-form the Deanery to meet the needs of an expanding
church. Wwithington was chosen as a tikle for the new
Deanery, presumably to avoid =rivalry between the anclent
parishes of Didsbury and Northenden, and Canon Jack Grlffin,
the Rector of Withington, became the f£lrst Rural Dean.

Reorganization againm took place in 1375 when Fallowfinmld,
Birch and Victoria Park moved into the Hulme Deanery and
gt .Nichglas, Burnage tranaferred Iinte our own =0 that our
present Deanery with itz fourteen parishes strxetches from
Ladybarn to the Alrport and Brooklands to Burnage.

over the years attempts to form a Wythenshawe Deanery have
bepn raesisted so that the Deanary retains lts rich mlxture
of msocial backgrounds as well a=  its differences of
chuarchmanship and ita modern, Victorian and ancient
buildings.

Whilst not possessing a natural centre, the churches stil)
manage to work well together at Synodical level and the
Clerqy Chapter enjoys a high degree of fellowship. There is
a great deal of mutval understanding and respect and aover
the years the parishes have demonstrated thelr commltiment to
the diocese and to each other in wany supportive ways, not
least financlal.



[

Three major teaching hospitals are an unusual feature of a
Deanery our size and the full-time Chaplains at Wythenshawe
and Withington, along with the part-time Chaplains at
Christies, are very much part of the Deanery team along with
the Ravd, Tim Baynes who works with ux as  an Industrial
Misxioner.

The International Alrport is the major employer in the
Deanery but the hospitals and neighbouring University, along
with business, ligut industry and commerce also employ many
of our psople. Church schools at Northenden, Didsbury and
Withington catex for the educational needa of Infants and
Juniors in those areas and our Deansary 1link with Trinity
" High Bchool {we =still claim it from its Fallowfield days)
provides places for many young people from all over the
Deanery for secondary educatlon.

The Deanery with its high densaity housing has a popwlakion
of 138,000 though at one time this was nearer 160,000. our
mission in spite of rapidly changing clrcumstances atays the
same — to make the love and the nane of Christ known and to
help build his kingdom in the Communitiss whare we live.

Alan Wolstencroft -~ Araa Dean



CELEBRATION!

those who came to the evenina celabration on Wednasday, 19th
Septembey, marking the completion of the electrical work
were treated toi- ’

al Son et Lomiere - a fC{eremeny in which
different parts of the church were lit by the new lights and
an explanation and prayet offared. Whaen the ceremony

began, the congregatlion were seated in the llght level that
they had been accustomed to brior to the new haing
installed. By the end of tha ceremony, the Church was
bathed in bright new light. Many pf those present expressed
appreciation of the lighting effect and the effects and
words of the Son et Lumlere.

b} Balng a celebration the fare for the evening waa a
glass of wine, shortbread biscuits and buttered scones - all
included in the £1.00 admisszlant

cl the music of the Trafford Light Orchest:ia and thelir
quest singer, Mizs Amelia Woodall, a member of ouUxr
congredgation.

puring the evening we had opportunity to express our thanks
to Mr. Adrian Wills of Thorn Lighting who designed the
lighting scheme and to Mr. Rill Foster, representing the
electrical contractors.

in preparing for and on the evening, I would like to thank
those who turned up the day before to dust, =weep and mop;
to the Churchwardens, Mr. Norman Atherton, Mr. Bevan Tayler;
and Michael Chow (sploist of ? varses of hymn "We lave thy
place, © Godl; the ratering team, Mr. Tom Tudor and Hrs.
Eileen Chow; and the Aocorkeaper, MNr. Fred Jess.

The celebration was not intended to be primarily a fund

raising event. Howaver, a profit ot £83 was made towards
the Electrical Fund.

ROY CHOW
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.S“OC]AL UNION GAZETTE
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SOCIAL UNION GAZETTE

MWA/A

WAR MEMORIAL

[HAVING regard to the call for economy

being raised by our leading citizens and
leaders of commerce, there was a fear during
negatiations, relative to the placing of our
War Memorial Window, that the time might
be inopportune to launch the scheme.

Opinions from varipus quarters were,
however, strongiv expressed in favour of
carrying out the project and this deciding
factor was fully vindicated, judging by the
response from the subreribers, the amount
réquired for the window being exceeded.
This was indeed an achievement in face
of the conditions existing at the time.

The unveiling ceremony was performed
on Saturday, th November, in the pre-
sence of approximately zoo emplovees of
the company.

Mr. H. G. Jenkins occupied the chair,
Mr. C. G. Penold performing the un-
veiling ceremony supported by Messrs.
Arthur Ashcroft and G. F. Vates, repre-
senting the ex-Servicemen. The following
it;:lpresentatives were also present: for the

anagers, Mr. C. H. Power; Monthly
Staff, DMr. Brierley; Foreman’s Staff,
Mr. E, J. Howarth, J.P.; Weekly and
Hourly Staffs and Shop Stewards, Mesars.
J. Oliver and E. Dean. Mrz. C. G. Renold,
whose services to the dependants of em-
ployees on service during the whole of the
war period is still fresh in our minds, was
algo present, along with several retired
employees of the firm.

The following iz a report of the pro-
ceedings -— .

Mz, H. G, Jevkins. Ladies and Gentle-
men, We are assembled to pay tribute, by
establishing a permanent memorial, o
the glorious memory of those Employees of
the Company and Colleagues of our own
who gave their lives for their Country,
during the four years of the Great War,
and to honour the sacrifice they made in a
more fitting manner than has hitherto ex-

- tsted, and, alsoc to hold In remembrance

at the same time the devoted service w

the many other employees of the company
both men and women—our fellow workers,
gave to their country in those years of
tribulation.

Our ceremony to-day to unveil a memoria
tg them alt is a brief one, but all of us pre-
sent must feel deeply that it iz one which
althcugh delayed brings back to us many
thoughts of those we knew and honoured
and whose memory we desire to perpetuate.

I am pow going to ask Mr. Ashcroft,
who by virtue of his position in the com-
pany before and during the war period,
knew mote intimately than any of us, all
those to whom our tribute is being paid
vo-day, to speak.

Mr. A. Aspcrorr. It is through the
kindness of the Committee that I have the
privilege to Ue here to take part in to-day’s
proceedings, and to speak a few 'simple
words to you in reference to the Memorial
to our Boys.

As zome of you older ones know, ! have
more than a passing interest in this memo-
able Ceremony. It was my happy privilege
to be our Boys' Chum, during the war.
Theough the medium of the GazerTE I
was enabled to keep in close touch with
them: and was the link which kept them in
touch with one another both on land and
28a. -

5oz employees answered their Country's
call, 53 of whom laid down their lives,
I have personal knowledpe of the very
deep appreciation of the Boys, for the part
the firm plaved in their genercus distribu-
tion of ap})mximately Jf12,000 to the de-
pendants of those on service.

Duripg the years -1914-16:8, I received
hundreds of letters from our Boys, and I
cannot reczll a single instance I which
their epistles lacked the spirit of Cheer-
fulness, Courage and High Hope.

1 am confident that T will be expressing
the feelings of all present when ¥ say that
the * Memorial Window * which is now
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S AINT MNICHOLAS NEWS

Over the last six years, whllat our wmagazine has been ln
its present foxm, it has been recelving VEXY generous
support frem a benefactor which meant that the cost to
subscribers was only a fraction of the true cost.

Sadly, thls financial support has ended and we now have
te look towards the fucure.

The Church Council has agreed on the importance of
maintaining such a production even though the number of
magazines sold is amall (approx 200) and also on the
possibility of running it at a loas.

To reduce the loas, from the January 1991 1asue, the
following measures are to be taken:

the magazine will cost 20 pence

other methods of producticos will be used.

The last point means that our very happy assoclation with
our present printer Hr, Peter Woolley and his team will
have to end. They have heen extremely ¢cooperative over
the years.

We reaulre voluntary help in the production of future
isswes like: layout; folding and stapling; delivering and
collecting proofs ete, 1f youn can offer help please get

in touch with the Rector.
1 trust that we can count on your continued support.

Roy Chow.

F.9/



ASSY)

O AMickohos NMehio Iy

DEANERY _NEWSE

This month's article 1= eon Baint Nicholas, Burhage,
by Roy Chow - Rector

In the pamt, St. HNicholas could boast of the largest
branch of the Hothers' Unlon In the Dlocese. Many of
the elderly still speak very fondly of lts most famous
Rector, Canon Wilfrid Garlick, who, during the last war,
became known as YThe Radio Parson®, Those kn thelr
middlie years remember fondly YDalsy®™ the donkey whlch
qrazed in the Rectory dronnds and was owned by another
Rector, Revd. Dennls Baggaley. Others remember the
kindnezs of Revd. David Edwards who in hia ministry in
the 1960's, married diverced persons and Introduced
female servers,

However, during the interreqnum following Revd. ®rlan
Barker's departure and the new incumbency of myself In
1985, there was talk in the Diocese of not appointing a
new Rector. guestlons were being raised about, the
future of the Church building, the parish halls and
Rectory - all of which needed elther major repalr or
replacing. The parish had met all 1ts guota obligatlons
- but only just in the latter years. The congregatlion
was =small In number and mainly elderly. This compared
badly with the early days of the then new church when
there had to be two Evensong services to actommodate the
pumberz who wanted to experience worship In 2 modern
church bullding.

As wuch as they tried under Brian Barker's leadership,
the problems sesemed to be Insurmountable to the Church
Councll. Presantly, there are still large problems on
the heorlizon. Thankfully, others have either been dealt
with or are manageable. HSome EB5,000 has been #pent on
the chorch, of which the parish has had to ratse £30,000,
The rest of the money has come from grants from Greater
Manchester Councll {now defunct), English Heritage and
the Diocese, Yhere is now a growing awareness that Bt.
Micholas Church represzents 2 landmark in the history of
Englizh Church architecture. :

we are thankful for the generosity of these grant bodies
and their falith in us. - The work done so far has worked
wonders for morale. We can see both a purpose and an
and to all that ha= to be done to equip future
geperations in order for Christian faith and witness to
continue. As 3 result, the npumber of worshippers is
increasing, particularly amopg the young and famllies.

Page 6
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VER ANN KT

I am sorry to announce that Ann will be leaving us later
this year. At the beginning of April, she was appointed as
the Diocesan Advisor on Children's Work in the Parishes.
She will finish her teaching and Chaplain’s work at Trinity
Church of England High School in July.

Her last Sunday with us will be on Sunday 14th July when
it is hoped we will be able to give her a good send-off in
appreciation of her time with us, some five years.

Roy Chow

RESTORATION NEWS

The Electrical Fund now stands at £9,444.24, following
donations and gifts from:

Mr & Mrs Davenport Home Coffec Day £ 50.00

Mr & Mrs Sonds of School Lane 5.25
New five pences 1.75
5t. Nicholaz Women's Fellowship 150.00

From the Family of the late Evelyn Cox 150.00

We are still laying plans fo discover which is the best way
of heating the Churech. Thiz is, of course, a lengthy
process with consultations with heating specialists from
varioug firms, then with representatives from English
Heritage and the Diocese. For most of this initial stage,
thanks are due to a member of our congregation, Mr George
Lamb, who is giving us the benefit of his experience and
expertise,

The PCC has instigated moves towards installing a new
heating system for the Church for next winter,

At the beginning of February we removed the three trees
at the Iront of the Church because of the damage they were
doing to the low boundary wall and paving with resultant

Page 13

danger to the public. In their place we have shrubberies
which we hope to use as a Memorial Garden. This work has
been paid for by The Friends of S5t. Nicholaz (for major
repairs and improvements) and amounts to £927.57. It is
hoped that volunteers will clear the eyeszore at the Church
car park entrance. Whilst regretting the removal of the
trees, we hope that the work done will enhance the views
of the Church and that section of Kingsway.

3. 93, Roy Chow. |
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STORATION NEWS
The Electrical Fund has received the following donations:

Richard Gill £ 5.00
Mrs Bradley's Whist Drive 15.00
Didsbury Wine Circle Bar-B-Que 50.00
¢/o Mrs 1 Bradley 1.00
Guide/Brownie Devon Tea 153.78

From Mr Frank Murphy in memory of the late Mrs Lou
Murphy £10.00. In memory of the late Mrz Doriz Smith,
£25.00 from Mrs K Padmore and £10.00 from Mr and Mrs
Pﬂtl’icki

£28,445.40 is the final cost of the rewiring and new lighting
system towards which we received £6,000 from the Diocese
of Manchester and £7,782 from English Heritage. That means
that we as a parish had to raise £14,662 to meet our part.

Since 3rd October 1989, the Electrical Fund has been given
£9,704,02 towards our portion of the costs. We are now
closing it with the remainder (nearly £5,000) being met from
the Restoration Fund. The raising of nearly £10,000 in a
two year period is a very creditable achievement, taking
into account the vast sum which we have to raise just for
our day-to—-day running expenses.

WELL DONE AND THANK YOU ! To all our benefactors,
The Restoration fund is always open for dJdonations,

particularly as we look forward to the next stage of a new
heating system, estimated cost of over £20,000 and with only

£6,203 in the Restoration account!! However, we look
forward in confidence of your continuing interest and
support.

Roy Chow

Page 9 -

REV. ANN ASHCROFT iz fo leave St Nicholas on Sunday 14th
July. It is proposed to make a presentation to her on that
day at the 10,30 am service. If you would like to make &
contribution to this presentation, then the Churchwardens
will be happy to receive your denation. Ann has been with
us for almost five years and it is with great regret that we
will zay Goodbye!

-84



"BURGLED"

Many of you would have heard and read of the theft from
the Church safe of £600 cash and the Church silver
(chalices, patens, alms and baptism dishes, flagon, sick
communion and holy oil sets), Fortunately, my home has
never been burgled and thus I have never before
experienced the shock and dismay that comes of losing
articles that one loves and cherishes.

A far greater shock awaited me on the morning of Tuesday
3rd September as I was about to enter the Church. The
thing that first caught my eye was the colour of the purple
vestments in the Clergy Vestry windows, together with
cardboard bexes filing the window. 1 thought, quite
irrationally, that the cleaner must be doing a spring clean
in the vestry (although she doesn't have a key to that
room!). Moments later, I realised that the other three
windows were also filled with boxes. ] knew that something
was amizs. My heart pounded and a quick faint prayer was
offered heavenwards. But I soon discovered the truth.

Jesus tells us that the kingdom of heaven will come upon
Ilike as a thief in the night at day or a time we know not.

When I was at Salisbury Theological College, there was an
emergency to which all students and staff responded. A
teenage daughter of a student had gone missing overnight
after a family row. The college buildings were almost empty
perzsonnel, bar those who were essential. Except, that is,
for Donald who suffered from a complaint which made it
difficult for him to awake from sleep. He had woken mid-
morning only to find the place deserted. Even the
secretary brushed him off with "Not now Donald, I am far
too busy". Later on, after the girl had been found safe and
well and people had returned, he revealed that he had
begun to believe that the end of the world had come and
gone, and that he had miszed it!

Often, the first thought that comes into your mind when you
. come across a crime of theft against either yourself or your
property, is disbelief, To begin with, we try to explain it

Page 1

B,95



away even though the evidence is in front of us, Slowly -

disbelief gives way to belief as it dawns upon you that the
obvious has actually hsppened. The criginal heavy weight
in the pit of your stomach suddenly gets heavier.

Christians should, lke the Scouting movewent, "be
prepared”, We should not be caught out when the Kingdom
of God arrives. We should not be cuught in disbelief but be
believing. We ghould be working tovards its coming, be it
for tomorrow or the day after or as many days as it takes,
for we know not the date or the time.

We have received many expressions of sympathy and
commiserations, amongst them from the Bishop of Manchester,
the Bishop of Hulme, Fallowfield and Withington District
Council of Churches. We have also received from, the
Congregation, personal practicsl offers, and donations of
money, which have helped to soften the blow. We remember
those who have given memorial gifts and have been
dismayed by the loss of these.

It is a sad occasion for St Nicholas Church, not only
because of the money and items lost, but because much of
our parish’s history has been lost. Insurance cannot
recover the history of items lke the silver trowel used in
laying the foundation stone of §t. Nicholas Church.

As I write, I have learned that one week after our own
traumatic experience St John's Church, Heaton Mersey, has
had night-time intruders who were disturbed. Approximately
one week after Heaton Mersey, St Paul's Withington has been
visited by the same gang who vigited us, and again chalices,
patens and other silverware was taken.,

In the first services that we had following the burglary we
prayed for the conversion, change of heart and repentance
of those who stole from us. Remembering alzo Jesus'
command to love our enemy. Praying for them in this way
may help them - as well as helping the rest of society.

Roy Chow

Page 2
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PAROCHIAL CHURGH COUNGIL
MEETING ON MONDAY 14th SEPTEMBER 1992

With the shsence of our secrotary on boliday, Sheila Amdrews kindly filled the
position.

The Rector repored that D.A.C. had refiiszd a facuity penmission to replace
the items stolen in the recemt burglary with the items which the P.C.C. had
agreed 1o purchase. They sugsested that we replece with sitver and not plated
iterns.  Afier discussion it was agreed 1o contest this decision, purely on the

grounds of cost.

Mrs Morris informed the Council that she bad visited a mamofactarer in
Hebden Bridge in her search for new pew rupners and produced a sampie of
bound carpeiry. She also reporsd that she had approached a company in
Knnisford. Jt was agreed that Mrs Morris should contime to get quotes from

other companies.

1t was agreed that the P.C.C. should seck registration ymder The Gaming and
Lotterics Act for 1993,

Miss Jess reported that £7150 had been paid off the parish quota, leaving
£4503 outstanding. The Restoration account stood at £11,190.

The Rector informed the Councilt of the Charch Commiissionsys’ new Parochial
Fees for 1993 (sce following article).

English Heritage had informed the P.C.C. that the ontline development plan
for the new Parish Hall 1o be built was not acceptable and that they require a
detailed plan. They had, however, not objected to redevelopment of the site
by Mosscare. Five trees on the Poplar Road boundary had had Preservation
Orders put on them,

Discussions are still proceeding on the new heating system, as to which form
of heating will be the most beneficial. Owing to the strucmre and layout of
the church, conventional systems are mot apphicable. The architect is
comparing the costings of suitable systems.

Page 12

MrB Taylor reporied that the church buikling had been given 2 clean bill of
hﬂ_ﬂﬂfmmeQuinqum?mchp?nandﬂmthﬁimpmﬁmhadbcmcomplemd
with when the plastering and internal decoration are completed, the church
will be abmost as new’. '

Levellh:gofihepavememﬂagstothefrontofmachmnhhasbemm leted
‘and!hc‘WOrkhasbempaidforbyTheﬁicnds. mp

Michae] Blades
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