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From: Manchester Evening News 9/1/2% With Permission

5T. NICHOLAS RESTORATION
By the time vyou receive this magazine, the repair and
restoration of the exterior of the church building will
be well under way. The main roof is being re-slated where
tiles are broken and those that have slipped are being
re-fixed, the wooden gutter boards are being renewed
wherever they are rotted or broken; the flat asphalt roofs
{the main cause for so many of the leaks) are having the
cracks seen 1o, the edges re-rnade to the walls and re-
asphalted where necessary; the main walls are being re-
pointed, bricks to be replaced where their facings have
disappeared, and cleaned; the window surrounds are to
be re-painted and the broken windows replaced.
When all is done, the exterior should be as it was when
new. The cost is over £43,000 and shouid make the building
water-tight.
We are already planning to do the next stage, which is
the interior, and Iincludes re-wiring (a lot already done
by the late Harry Robinson); some extra lighting; heating
system; repairing the plaster work and redecorating the
whole of the interior. ‘
The original appeal was for £9,000 to cover our proportion
of the estimated cost for the exterior work. We will not
need this full amount, but if we are to think positively
of the interior work then we must pursue the achievement
of this sum. Originally t asked for 20 donations of £100,
and the response has been tremendous with almost £4,000
given so far.
However, we still have some way to go. Donations to 5t.

Nicholas' Restoration Fund, small or great are most welcome,
Roy Chow.
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3T NICHOLAS RESTORATION

By the beginning of April, the repair and restoration
work to the outside of our church should be very near
completion. The appeal for njne-thousand pounds has
rarsed £4,500 - one half of the total!

dince my last report, however, we have received some
bad news. When we went ahead with the work, it was
on the basis of the large grants which had been offered
to us from various sources. Our largest grant was on
the basis of work approved by that grant-rnaking body,
whose rule states that grants ‘rmay only be offered for
the cost of major structural repairs'.  Unfortunately,
they have classified some of the work already completed
a5 maintenance and minor works and these are rot eligible
for grant aid towards their cost.

In short this means that St. Nicholas’ has to find a greater
proportion of the cost. This is a great disappointment
as this may hinder oyr logking forward to restoring the
interior of the building as I reported last month, On
the other hand, we have to be grateful that some £33,600
has been forthcoming in grants, thus making our proportion
of the work around one quarter of the estimated total.
Perhaps God is reminding us the easily forgotten truth
(which is really the crux of the Gospel message) that
if we really care about something, then there is bound
to be both a cost and sacrifice to oneseif. GOOD THINGS
NEVER COME EASILY.

Thanks to all those who have responded at a cost and
sacrifice to themselves. Getting the other £4,500 will
not be as easy as the first, but the end is in sight and
this is what matters.

Please keep your gifts flowing in - for we do have a
very beautiful and graceful building which speaks to
our parish of God's own graciousness to all. Although
a building, yet it is a living thing, simply because it
is a witness of God's love to our parish.

Roy Chow,
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RESTORATION NEWS
We are now reaping the benifits of the repairs and restorat-
ion work which have now been completed bar the few
small snags that need attention. Internally, the church
no longer leaks like a sieve whenever it rains outside.
We now need to plan for the future and try to ensure
that we have adequate funds to Feep the building in
good order. To this end it is hoped to begin before the
end of the year a 'Friends of St. Nicholas' scheme. The
scheme }s simply collecting boxes being distributed to
the homes of Friends so that odd coppers can be put
into them and every two months changed for empty ones.
Further details will be available in the coming months
and it is hoped that many Friends will be found.
The funds received so far amount to £6,87.39 towards
our target figure of £9,000. Without the rest of the funds
some of the work that still needs to be done will have
to be put off. For example, two of the metal side windows
need replacing completely because of rust and rot, whilst
others need the fittings seen to so that they can be opened
and closed properly. The opening windows in the oid
choir need replacing due to their dangerous state. The
estimate for this work is near £1,500. Every pemny of
our target figure is needed. WE DO NEED YOUR CONTIN-
UED HELP.
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RESTORATION NEWS

At present, the Restoration Fund stands at £7,200, still
eighteen hundred pounds short of our original target
of £9,000 for essential repairs. Without these repairs
the building would have been very near to being unfit
to use as a place of worship. That it is a building of
national importance was brought home to me when a
coach load of people stopped on Kingsway as they were
passing by. Apparently they had been looking at Victorian
buildings in Manchester city centre and were on their
way home. Some of the party, from a Victorian Society
in London, knew of our church building. They were taking
photographs of the exterior when | came across them,
and 1 was pleased to let them view and photograph the
interior.

The original work of repair and restoration has now been
and gone. And even though we are still "owing", further
work needs to be done. We must proceed with work on
the floor level and choir gallery windows, of which five
need completely new frames, and a further 25 having
their openings either fastened up permanently or brought
back into working order.

It is still my hope that we will attain the target figure
for Birthday Weekend (Feast of St. Nicholas is on Saturday
6th December) and so give a real birthday gift to our
building and church members.

Thanking you for your continued interest and support.

Roy Chow - RECTOR



A LETTER FOR 5T. NICHOLAS-TIDE Beatrixstraat 2

N'oordwyk 2202 NR
Holland

To all those who attend the Church of St. Nicholas,
Burnage.

I live in Holland and recently attended your Church
while on a visit to England. 1 wonder whether you would
like to know how very important 5t. Nicholas is to the
people of Holland?

You see, instead of Father Christmas bringing presents
as in England, in Holland it is the good S$t. Nicholas who
pays a visit from Spain, accompanied by his Moorish
servant Black Peter. Topether they come by steamboat,
arriving at the little town of Hoorn or Enkhuizen, (both
harbour towns used formerly by the great sailing ships)
and there being welcomed by the Mayor. Formerly this
ceremony took place in the heart of Amsterdam but
with modern traffic it caused so many roads to be shut
that it was no longer feasible. S5t. Nicholas who is of
course a very, very old gentleman, is helped on to his
- lovely, dapple grey horse and goes in procession through
the town with Black Peter, who carries the 5aint's large
Book, in which are noted all the names of pgood and
bad children. He also carries a birch to punish bad
children and a huge bag of 'Pepernoten’ a lovely spicy
sweet, to reward the good children. As he walks along
Peter throws these sweets to the chﬂdren, who scramble
to catch them.

On December 5th, the children, who have put their
shoes by the fire the night before and filled them with
carrots and hay for the horse, find presents in them,
put their by the S5aint and Peter as they fly from roof
to roef, and chimney-pot to c:hlmney—pot. Later in the
day there is a party when each member of the family
gives another member a ‘surprise’. They can be small
gifts disguised as a huge cake, or a figure of Black
Peter; a cat made of cloth with something hidden inside;:
or a ball halved and put together again with its gift
hidden.
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I once had a gift on a large meat dish, al!l wrapped
up and a tin of syrup poured over it! I was given a knife
and a fork to open it. All gifts are accompanied by
a rhyme made up by the giver and written as though
they had come from the Saint. In the rhyme the giver
points out the faults of the person for whom the gift
is intended and ends up by praising the good side of
the character. Special biscuits and cakes are always
served at these parties and they give a great deal of
fun, Sometimes tnere is a ring at the door and no one
is there: but there will be a parcel on the doorstep
from a friend who prefers to give anonymously under.
the guise of the good Saint Nicholas.
With friendly greetings from Holland
Margaret Sleeboom-Derbyshire.

PLEASE NOTE As from the January 1987 lssue of
the St. Micholas News, the price will be 12 pence each
month. This is the first rise to occur for many years,
and it is hoped to maintain this new price for at least
the next couple of years.Thanking you for your continuing
support.

REV. MARTIN ELLY is to be ordained Priest on the
Eve of St. Nicholas, Friday 5th December 1986, in
the Parish Church of 5t. Peter, Nerang Street, Southport,
Australia, where he is serving as curate. He will be
ordained by Archbishop J.B.R. Grinrod, Archbishop
of Brisbane and Primate of Australia. The Rev. Elly
will celebrate his first Eucharist the next day on the
feast of St. Nicholas, which is very appropriate stnce
his spiritual home is the parish of S5t. Nicholas. We
send our congratulations and prayers to Martin at this
very important time of his Christian life and work,
-and share with his parents and sisters the joy and pride
of this ccassion.
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RESTORATION APPEAL
sunday 7th December 1986 should be = memorable date
in the history of our Parish. Memorable not only because
on this date our Church Lads' and Church Girls' Brigade
had their Colour dedicated in memory of the late Mrs.
Fanny Fletcher, but memorable also because it saw
the completion of the appeal for £9,000 for essential
repairs to the church building. _

The day began néeding £270.3% to reach the target;
it ended with the grand total of £447.35 given on the
day! 5o just l4 months after the Appeal began we close
with a small profit.

With this achievement under our belt, we can now begin
to lay plans for the future and tackle the problems
which constrict. the witness and mission of our Church.
Over these past few months, together we have learnt
the joy that comes from sacrificial giving and the fellow-
ship which it generates. The essential repair work which
has been done is but the first step of many towards
- the goal of having buildings which fittingly serve the
needs of both the church and the community.

In the meanwhile, whilst planning ahead for the future,
the work of repair and restoration of the church still
goes on. Even though the Appeal is closed, it does not
mean that money will be refused to pay for these contin-
uing repairs.

: I
Congratulations to you ali! Roy Chow.
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FRIENDS OF ST. NICHOLAS

It is hoped that Friends' boxes will be distributed some
time at the beginning of February., So far, about thirty
persons have put their names forward as our founding
Friends,

The Parochial Church Council have shown their faith
in this scheme of supporting the maintenance and repair
of our church building by giving up to £150 for the cost
of boxes, labels, record book etc., together with a donation
of £50 from Mrs. Chow.

The Friends of St. Nicholas will be administered by Mrs.
Lily Duce and Mrs. Eileen Chow, with the Rector and
Churchwardens. The first two named persons being the
principal administrators,

Be a 'Friend' to St. Nicholas Church. Have a box in your
house in which to put the odd coins from either your
purse or pocket. The box will be collected and exchanged
about every two months - or you can bring it to church
and exchange it every two months for an empty one. Please
ring or drop a line to the Rectory if you wish. to join.

= R o
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25 Weds ANNUNCIATION OF OUR LORD -
TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY
10.00a.m. Hely Communion
12 noon Lunchtime Bible Study
7.30p.m.  Holy Cemmunion
3.00p.m. Womens Fellowship meets in new hall
26  Thurs 7.30p.m.  Singalong Choir Practice
28 Sat 2.30p.m. Blessing of Marriage
Today is the beginning of BRITISH
SUMMER TIME and clocks go backward - Shout meocs fohidro )
I hour at 2.a.m. : ! ’
29  Sun FOURTH IN LENT (Mothering Sunday)
£.30a.m. Holy Communion -
10.30a.m  Holy Communion ( No sermon)
“3.30p.m. Manchester Cathedral - the ordination
of Ann Ashcroft to be made Deacon
This is a momentous day for our Diocese and for the Church
of England in general as women are, for the first time,
being admitted into the three fold sacred ministryof the
Church {Bishops, Priests and Deacons) as Deacons. With
her ordination, Mrs Ashcroft will no longer be a lay person
in the Church of God, but Clergy and entitled to use the
title of Reverend. _
Please support Mrs Ashcroft by going to the Mother Church
of the Diocese and sharing in her joyful day. A coach -
will leave the Church at 2.30p.m.. - please sign list in
Church porch if you are going.
The service will be followed by a reception in the New
Hall to which you are invited.
THERE WILL BE NO SERVICE OF EVENSONG
30 Mon 7.30p.m. Staff Meeting in Church

CHURCH RESTORATION

The problem with maintaining any building, be it 5t. Nich-
olag' Church, your own home, your workplace or leisure
facility, is the unexpected call for repair or teplacement,
and hence the unexpected call on one's budget.

It was known that the windows and window frames on
the groundfioor level needed repair and at least 2 replaced.
|t became apparent that the Choir Gallery windows were
in a far worse state, and that possibly the openings could
even fall out and injure any person passing by. Recently,
it became known that the large windows on either side
of the stained-glass memorial window and that over the
War Memorial were in an advanced state of déterioration
due to rust and rot. Whilst we were prepared for the
first two schemes of window repairs, the latter one was
a shock. :

Unfortunately, the window frames cannot be bought “ofi-
the-peg" from a shop, but have to be hand-made by crafts-
men. The replacement pglass has to match that as was
intended by the original architect. Thus the price of this
work will be just over £16,000. Towards this, English Heri-
tage will give a grant of 40% (£4,000) which means that
we have to find the rest. This we can do, but only by
using recent bequests made to 5t Nicholas Church by
‘the late Miss Hogg and Mrs., Fanny Fletcher, and using
up the little reserves that we do have. .
May we call upon your generosity and say that any donations
towards the WINDOWS APPEAL will be most welcome.




‘5@fﬂ7" N/-::/‘tc::a/m Ay ‘ A’jéjy

From the Reverend Ann Ashcroft

For a week after the 29th March | was called many things
from 'The Rev' to 'Reverend Mother' or even 'Rev Mum.
The reason being the ordination to the diaconate of the
Church of England of 17 women, of which I was one, in .
Manchester Cathedral. '
All over England during this year women will be accepted
into the three-fold ministry of the Church of England for
the first time.
Sunday 29th was a great day for us. The Cathedral was
full of people, the whole service was a joviul one as the
Church affirmed the calling by God of 17 women to his
service,
My thanks to all at 5i. Nicholas whose acceptance and
support of my ministry as part of their Christian Community
has been wholehearted.
The party afterwards where my family and friends mixed
and enjoyed each others company was a fitting end to a
wonderful day.
My thanks especially to the ladies who worked so hard to
fay on such a spread of food that even the feeding of the/
2,000 had competition
My love and thanks
to you alil
Ann.
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ANNUAL PAROCHIAL MEETING
After very satisfactory reports on the work of the Parochial
Council, the finances of the Parish, the state of the Church
and Hall buildings, [ tock the opportunity of looking to
the future. 1 outlined the thinking of the P.C.C. in respect
of the proposed new hall, Rectory and development of the
residual Rectory and Hall sites. However it is no use the
P.C.C. saying that this or other shouid be done if there
15 no backing from the grass roots. The future will demand
from us all the sacrifice of time, talents and money.
We have to give of our time in fund-raising, possibly serving
on a committee, and most of all being regular in worship.
We need the talents, which each of us possesses, to be
used to achieve our aim - be it serving or acting in a consult-
ative role by using one's work experiénce.. We need to give
of our money to God's service - realising that fund raising
and goodwill alone will not give the new hall to advance
the mission and witness of St. Nicholas. In short, I tried
to get the meeting to say that we would not go ahead.
Thankfully however, a vote taken by the meeting gave the
P.C.C. permission to go ahead with the projert.
The Vestry Meeting to appoint Churchwardens and Assistant
Churchwardens was extended to the following Sunday since
there was no-one on the night who felt able to offer them-
selves in the service of 5t. Nicholas. The Sunday meant
that people had a chance to think the matter over, and
also for others to attend who were not present at the previous
meeting. Mrs. Marjorie Morris offered to stand for a further
year, even though she had previously resigned after five
vears as Churchwarden. Mr. Walter Lunn aiso allowed his
name to be put forward and was accepted as Churchwarden
by the meeting. The Parish is grateful for their dedication
and loyalty.

Those appointed to the various offices were:-
Churdlwarden; Mrs. M. Morris, Mr. W. Lunn.
Assistant Wardens Mrs, J. Rowles, Mr. B. Taylor.

Deanery Synod Representatives Mrs. E. Chow, Miss E. Jess,
Mrs. C. Price.

Parochial Church Council Mrs. P. Guard, Mr. A. Mills,

Sidesmen Miss 5. Andrews Mrs. J. Spendlove
Mrs. N. Atherton Mrs. P. Taylor
Mr. B. Bradley. Mrs. L. Thompson
Mrs, E. Chow Mrs. 5. Thompson
Mrs. M. Clarkson Mrs. A, Tudor
Mrs. P. Guard Mr. T, Tudor
Mrs. A. Lamb Mr. M. Vessey
Mrs. B. Maciese Mrs. M. Wheatley
Me. C. Maclese Mr. F. Woods
Mrs. E. Marland Mrs. M. Young

Mrs. M. Nicol
AUDITOR Mr. 1. Sankey = =
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CONGRATULATIONS
in this month when we centre on the unity which Christ
wills for his Church, it is good to record some notable
events in the life of our sister churches in the area;
ST. CATHERINE'S ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH celebrates
her 60th year during 1988. To mark the event, there will
be a United Service on the evening of Friday 29th April.
It is hoped that you too will be there to pgive praise to
God for this church's Christjan witness in the past and
1o share in her hopes for the future.
THE DIDSBURY METHODIST CHURCH is the new name
given to the coming together of previously two congregations,
narnely, Albert Hill Street Methodist and St. Paul's Methodist
Chapels. We wish them 'God Bless' in their new and exciting
united venture - 'All we can do is nothing worth, unless
God blesses the deed'.

THANK YOU

CHRISTMAS FAIR - to all who contributed to or assisted
in producing a fine result, not only of £1,390.00 in cash
terms, but also the happy atmosphere in which it was
held. Most of the stalls had sold out by 2.00 p.m., and we
were not due to close until 3.30 p.m.! Those customers
who came later discovered that their choice of goods
was narrow, which was unfortunate for them, although
the fact that we had such good support earlier was encourag-
ing for us. ‘
BIRTHDAY SUNDAY - With the dedication of the Paschal
Candlestick and the lighting of its candle by the Bishop
of Hulme, we had our Birthay Candle for the day! It was
given in memory of the late Miss Florence Hogg, formerly
of Homestead Crescent, who died in March 1986. The Bishop
gave us a sermon on the Christian's right use of money
(via St. Nicholas who is also patren of money lenders!)
which was well received by both the usual congregation
and those visiting. The Buffet Lunch was a homely affair,
and 1 felt that its participants were reluctant to go home
at the end! Lunch preparations were expertly executed
by the experienced band of helpers, and the Birthday Cake
which was kindly donated by Shelia Elly of the Cake Box.
Birthday Gift Envelopes amounted to £808.3(.
For a2 wonderful day .uicevervvenan.

Rector.
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WINDOWS APPEAL
Instruction has been given to the Metal Window Alignment
Limited to proceed with the repair and restoration work.
It has taken about 18 months of negotiations with various
interested parties to get to this decision. The replacing
of six large Gallery level windows and two small ground
floor windows, replacing a badly corroded window rail,
overhauling twelve and sealing thirteen ground floor window
openings and applying protective finishes and paint - the
total cost is £12,5% .64. However with a grant from English
Heritage of £4,77440 and recently receiving the good
news that the Diocese of Manchester is also to give a
grant of £2,000.00 we are left to find £5,760.28 as our
contribution,. o .
30 far, the Windows Appeal has reached the target of
£3,969.81 which means that we need to raise £1,7904 3
to reach our target. It. will be some months before we
see any visible work being done because the metal frames
have to be fabricated from steel sections and welded at
the factory. Just imagine the size of the job! In each of
the large frames there is about one-hundred panes of glass
and there is a welded joint at the corner of each pane
of glass!
When the workmen do arrive on site to install the new
frames they will remind us that payment is not very far
away.l! Perhaps by Easter (3rd April) a further £1,7904 3
would have been given to clear the debt. In which case
we will really have something to praise God for.
The following gifts are gratefully acknowledged:
H. C. Davies £25.00: Vi and Fred and Elaine Jess £511.12
from Toy and Children's Clothing Coffee Morning; 5t.
Nicholas Womens' Fellowship £150.00; from Cherubs Cofiee
Morning £25.00; a further gift in memory of the late John
Maclese of £10.00; a gift of £100.00 by Mrs. H. Nettleton
in memory of her late husband Mr. Joe Nettleton; £100.00
from the Rector; £30.00 from the 'Snow White & Seven
Dwarfs' raffle; Mrs. E. Kay £26.00; also donations fromi
Mrs. E. Cox and Mr. H. F. Cane.
1 would also like to record, on behalf of St. Nicholas Church,
a deep appreciation of the interest and financial support
given by English Heritage and the Manchester Diocese
in both this work and the previous of making the building
water-tight.

8
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WINDOWS APPEAL
At the time of writing, we are still waiting for the 'snags'
to be rectified before we pay the firm for it's work.
The Appeal is just £434.59 away from our target of
£5760.24,
Since last month the Appeal has received £425.3i from
the Coffee Morning held by Vi, Fred and Elaine Jess
(well done!); £10.00 from Mr. P. Woolley (magazine printer);
£16.00 from sale cf articles at Guide and Brownie Auction
and £100.00 anonymous.
Perhaps in next month's magazine we may be able to
announce the close of the Appeal, with the target reached.
Thank you to all our donors.
The P.C.C are also looking into other work which needs
to be done before we can think of repairing the plaster-
work and redecorating the interior. We hope to improve
the internal lighting and to install a hearing aid Induction
Loop to help the hard of hearing, together with a new
microphone system. More news about these schemes
in the near future.

‘Roy Chow

e



St NMichobs Moz Acspim~*

WINDOWS APPEAL

since I last wrote in June, the Appeal has progressed by
2 further £393.00 bringing the culminative total to £5602.65.
This means that the Appeal is just £137.59 short of our
target of £5760.24,
I have received two donations in memory of the late Mrs.
Denise Milne, £50 from Mrs. A. McNally and €25 from
Mr. & Mrs. W. Harris. The Brownies and Guides Parents’'
Association raised £127.00 and also the Women's Fellowship
£150 both from their Cofiee Mornings which they recently
held. A donation of £10.00 was given in memory of the
late Mrs. Louisa Eggar. Donations from Mr. & Mrs. Livesey
of £23 and Mrs. Pickstock £5.00 complete the list.
Again on behalf of the Parish of 5t. Nicholas, I thank those
who have given generously to the Appeal. I am only sorry
that those who thought the Appeal was the WIDOWS Appeal
wete not able to bepefit. However, Christians not only
look to rewards in this life .....

Roy Chow.

NEW RECTORY

Plans for the new Rectory are getting on well with a starting
date probably before Christmas. When the plans have been
finally approved and accepted, I will display a copy in
Church. On paper, the new Rectory looks to be a fine
building which bas been designed sympathetically to match
the lines and massing of the Church. This replacement
comes under the Church Commissioners' scheme to house
the clergy in modern and efficient homes which cost less
to run. The present Rectory is not only big (and imposing)
but repairs to the foundations to shore them up would
cost in the region of £40,000. Hopefully, the full cost
of the new Rectory will be met from the Church Commission-
ers' resources. [ don't forsee the need for a New Reciory
Fundi!!

Roy Chow.



Semind  Nicharas News Seprlrmber—

CHURCH RESTORATION NEW5S

At the time of writing (17th August), we have received
the f{irst account for the work to repair and replace
windows, soon to be followed by the fimal account. With
a gift from Mrs. Westbrook (£15.00) and one of £14.00
(from a forgotten source! - for which the Rector would
like to be enlightened), the Windows Appeal closes. The
outstanding £128.59 being met from interest accrued
whilst the monies lay in our deposit account. Congratul-
ations and thanks apgain to all who helped raise some
£5,631.65 since March 1987.

In our Restoration work we always keep an eye on the
future in the hope of ensuring that whatever is done
will be of lasting quality. The original metal window
frames have lasted wus 36 years, which is a very good
track record indeed when one considers that there must
be very few early 1930's buildings with original metal
window frames. The window contractor tells me that

the originals did not have the modern protective processes
like galvanising and dipped paint. This will mean that
it should be more than another 50 years before they
need replacing again !
We are now turning our thoughts to the electrical systems
in Church. A few weeks ago the Church was without
much of its lighting and power points dué to the fact
that a cable had burnt out. We are locking to rewire
the whole building in about twelve months time, at the
same time installing 22 extra light fittings to provide
better lighting within the Church. A 'mock-up' of such
a fitting was tested in Church over a few weeks and
some modifications will be made to produce a fitting
that is in sympathy with the building style. We also hope
to install a hearing loop system for those who use hearing
aids and a radio microphone system, the latter enabling
us to get rid of the ugly microphone cabling that lies
around the place and should stand us in good stead for
the next twenty years or so.
Whilst seeking to reduce the costs in a number of ways,
we still need your donations 10 our general RESTORATION
ACCOUNT. | hope that you will still continue to support
this work-

Roy Chow - Rector.



RESTORATION NEWS
The next stage of the Church Restoration Scheme is to
renew the wiring, improve the electrical installation,
renew the public address system and install an Hearing
Aid Induction loop, and to improve the lighting of the
interior.
As you can see, we are trying to tackle all that is electrical
and either renew or improve. That this is necessary was
brought home to us in mid-July when an underground
cable broke down between the fuse board and switch panel.
The result was that most of the sockets and lighting were
out of action for services on Sunday 23rd. July. A blown
fuse was at first suspected, but the electrician touched
the switchbox causing the new fuse to blow. The cabling
was renewed and the fuse board earth-wired in accordance
with LE.E. specifications. :
A report to the Parochial Church Council by our Consultant
Electrical Engineer, Mr. N. Wood, draws the conclusion:
In my opinion the installation requires urgent attention
to avold a} fire risk, b) shock to persons, and |
would recommend a complete re-wire of the install-
ation in line with the 15th. edition of the LE.E.
The present precautions of earthing the fuse board should
be adequate profection to both people and building, but
iIs not a permanent answer. The only sure answer is to
renew and improve.
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ONE THOUSAND TwO HUNDRED AND EIGHTEEN POUNDS
{£1218) is the figure for our Christmas Fair on 19th Novem-
ber last. It was a resounding success in many ways besides
financial. Thanks to all who supported the event either
in small ways or large. DRAW Prizewinners were:

Dressed Dol - Mrs. Thompson Wine - Mrs. K. Yarwood
Set of Pans - 46 Southlea Rd. Plants - Mrs., K. Yarwood
Drink Glasses - Mrs. A. Wheatcroft . Chicken - Mrs. T. Lamb
Biscuits - Mrs. J. Blades Biscuits - Mrs. M. Helliwell.

Christmas Cake - Mrs. B. Maclese

BIRTHDAY SUNDAY There were good congregations
to greet our preacher and former Rector (1965 - 71} Canon
Dennis Baggaley. I suspect that he was as thrilled at
being at S$t. Nicholas' again as we were at having him
with us once again. He was last amongst us |0 years
ago, and notes that in that time many of his former parish-
ioners have passed on. However, he was pleased to see
new life and a growing congregation.
He was presented with a gift token te purchase plano
music for himself (he being an excellent pianist). He accept-
ed on behalf of his wife, Dorothy, (not with him on this
occasion) a cake plate and knife. [ knew Dennis a few
years before coming to Burnage, and did meet up with
hirm at a conference in London in the July before being
inducted to St. Nicholas. It was then that i promised that
I would invite him to come and preach again in his former
Church. It was fitting that he could take up the offer
of celebrating with us the Diamond Jubilee of the founding
of the Parish.
Our 10.30 a.m. service was graced with the very fine
music of the Barrowmeade Ensemble who enchanted us
all, including the children of the uniformed organisations
who were so very still and quiet during the admimstration
of Communion. For any person or group to capture children’s
attention for so long is praise in itself. Thanks go to Dennis
Bamforth, Jane Shaw, Janice Ormerod, Richard 5Shaw,
Peter Phipps.
£922 has been given through the Birthday Sunday Gift
Envelopes. A special thanks to all our donors.

Roy Chow - Rector
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CHURCH ELECTRICAL APPEAL

At the time of writing, we have sent off the official
documents asking for approval of the work we would like
to carry out. This is a very necessary and legal require-
ment. Our Church building is a public place but unlike
other public buildings does not come under local planning
control. In place of that, the Church authorities run their
own legally binding scheme of planning control. Hence,
no aiterations or permanent additions can be introduced
to the building without permission.

With the Church being a listed building, we have to consult
with English Heritage in London and its local representative,
with the Church architect (who in this case has not been
involved in drawing up the plans and specifications) as
well as the Church authorities. As you can imagine, this
is a time consuming business for those of us at $t. Nicholas.

Once given approval, we will put the work out to tender
in May and the contracter can start in July. The Parochial
Church Council has decided that we should not use the
Church building during July and August and that all services
will be held in the New Hall. This is to enable the work
to be done speedily and thus reduce some of the cost.

We would like to record our thanks to Mr. Norman Wood,
who is acting on a voluntary basts as our Consultant Elect-
rical Engineer, Mrs. Marjorie Morris who freely gave many

hours of typing and Mr. Bevan Taylor who, as a labour
of love, 15 largely responsible for the design of the proposed
new light frttings. Their work would have cost us many
hundreds of pounds but has been Eiven freely.
An estimated cost for the rewiring alone is £13,500 plus
V.A.T. We would like to record our thanks for the following
donarions:

Mothers' Unmion £160.00.

In Memory of the late Mrs. Nina Qwens, £5.00

from Mothers' Umon and £5.60 from Mr. &

Mrs. M. Nicol.

Mr. J. Raynor £25.00.

Mrs. Fawcett £5.00,






