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The Rector’s Letter

My DEar FriEnps

5t. Nicholas Rectory,
Fog Lane.

THE Fepst of the Epiphany was a landmark for a young parish since on that day

& second hall was officially opened.

We cun be proud of this achievement

because there cannot be many parishes whe, in little over a quarter century, have

built a fine church and two full size halls,
and we have much for which to be thankful,

God has surely blessed us in this place
A sure foundation was laid and built

upon-—it is the duty of each generation to see that the *' forward move > continues,
PO ¥ 3

Review of the past

HE photograph on the front cover

shows some of the people prescnt
on that occasion (about 250 ?) but since
these pagesz are read by 2000 § each
month, there are many who were not
participators in an historic occasion.

This brief report may help some of

those absent to capture the occasion.
On the stage were some memnbers of the
Building Commitiee, PCC  secretary,
Mr. Egerton, the Reverend Wilfrid
Garlick and mysclf. After a8 hymn and
prayer | pave an account of what has
happened 1 recent vears, The Buld-
ing Committee in the course of itz
existence has spent many hours mn
seszion but for wges we faced the brick-
wall of NO building licences. Az the
restrictions were relaxed so did we try
to achicve a little advance. We were
blessed with the acrival of Mr. Arther
Yolmgon, an architect, who really got us
moving. But sonn we were deprived of
his wise leadership wnd we felt minua
an expenienced pilot. Then onc day a
buby wus bern and brought for Bap-
~tism, The father asked #f there was
soything ** 1 cmn do for the church
and before long we wete in capable
hands. We had as our adviser a man
of akill, energy, patience and generosity
and without hiz help our new hall
would still be 2 very long way from
compietion.  Thiz parish cannot be
sufficientty grateful for all that My,
Hanry Egertem has danc for us.
“ Absent members

M the opening day we much re-

meefted the abwemes of Mr. Baley

{Churchwarden} who hes worked for
very many hours in the bailding of the
hall. Two others were on the commit-
tee, who, if they had been alive, would
rejoice to scc this day. Mr. Harry
Parker and My, Alhert Borber worked
very hard in the planning of this New’
Hall.
Gifix in kind and lnbuur

HERE have been many generous

gifts—among them:- “ £S5 asa thank
offering for a4 good year of business
tiling round the kitchen sinks from
Mr. ¥gerton, Septor: a lovely piano
from the Tuesday Afternoon Ladies
Class (1o be [ormally ' presented on
another occusion) : snd contributions
from bex holders and others during the
course of many vears, for without their
generous support this project could
never have been realised,

Voluntary labour—by older and
younger, boys and girls, men and
wonmen has been a great feature, saving
us hundreds of pounda.  Special men-
tign must be made of Mr. Sproson, who,
zided by twao helpers, has done all the
elestncal wotk in the Hall, T will not
mention other helpers by name though
would add that there haz been # splen-
did crowd. Voluntary labour is far
from bemng a thing of the past. In
recent montha T have been most 1m-
pressed by the quality of work done by
professiopal  workers and their real
interest in the hail.

Thege is more to he done before the
hall is complete in every way., Those
who have built it will have many memao-
ries of fallure and success though B fecl

4§ we can be proud of eur new hall and

hope that it will give much pleasure and
teaching for years to come.
«I declare ... "
R. GARLICK then reviewed the
idea from the. carliest days—
congratulated us on our achicvement
and declared the hall open. He re-
ceived boxes and donations (£23).
Then followed entertainment from

members of organisztionzs and others

which concluded at about 10-45.

For pleasure AND education

THE New Hall was opened on
: Epiphany 1955 or " The Mani.

J—

festation of Christ w the Gentiles.”
30 we pray that not only will much
pleasure be enjoyed therein but that
through teaching in the Sunday
Schools, dizcugsion gmuga speakers to
young and old, etc., our Christian Faith
wil be astrengthened and the CGoapel
imparted to many who are not yet firm
belizvers. .

Yours Sincerely,

John E-RLOMlaw,

- . =



/85¢ .

5T. NICHOLAS, BURNAGE

PARISH MAGAZINE

Novemhber 1956

Cirenlation 750 copies a month

Price 4d

The Rector’s Letter

My Dwxax Fujenns,

W" Lo you musintain and set forwards, as much as lieth i1 you, quictnesy, peace, and

tove, among all Christian peaple, and expecially among them that are or shail be
eomnmitted to your charge ! That is one of the questions put to men when they arc
Ordained as Priests and they reply £ will so do, the Lord being my helper.

Appreciation

R. HENDERSON i3 no longer
Asgistant Curate of this pansh
having gone to serve his second Cumoy
at Prestwich. As we reflect on his
minisirye among bs, we st surely feel
that he has farthfully camied out this
part of hix priestly vows. Of course he
haz done rouch wore than comply with
the question mettioned above: there
are very many hath within snd without
the Eparish whu should always be grate-
ful for his help in a variety of ways. MNat
least will he be miseed in the Dia~ussign
Group which he instituted on his own
initiative. T too will migs him ag friend
and collcague in our common tagks, [t
was inevitable that zooner or later, he
should move on. The time hag come,
sooner than one hoped, and I feel that
I am voicing the feelings of many, when
I wish him well in hiz new parich. Ma
the life of the Church flourigh througK
hiz ministrationz and in the world of
sport may he for a long time continue
ter smyite and bowl the cricket ball with
accuracy and energy. Our best wishes
ulse wo te Ais wife who has done u preat
den]l of good during her stay with us,
notably 1n the Young Wives' Group.
Best wishes glso to their son, David.

+

What of the futate 7

MANY will be wondering if we will
now be getting someone to take
Mr. Herderson's place. Unfartunately,
the snswer is ** Mot for the tinie being.™’
Firstly, we have had to return to the
Housing Authorities the house which

they so kindly loaned. Secondly, we
have no  alternative  accommeoedation
avajlable nor have we the necessary
money to purchase a house, Thirdly,
we cannot quickly firud another Deacon
or Priest because they are few snd far
between and in preat demand.  So,
unless conditions alter greatly, this
parish will be without a much needed
Azsistant Curate,

She was right

N obgervant member of ouwr con-

£ tion felt sure that zhe had
seen oy Television a twin to the painting
above our Lady Chapel altar.  In the
programme viewers were heing shown
round Belpoir Castls, Gfdntzam. ¥
wrote to the Duke of Rutland and this
was his teply :

You corote to me concarning the Muvillo
plicturs i" The Holy Famidy *' which is
above the aliar of the Chapel here at
EBelvoir. I am not cerinin whether the
original is in Paris. This it probably the
care gz although vy picture s definitely a
Murillo, it was badly clecaned in the lost
CERINTY_

A prayer seldom heard

LMIGHTY GOD, o I sit by the

)ﬁ:ﬂ with this Sunday newspaper
and half Hstentng to one of the preachers
awer the radie, it has eccurred to me that
1 hawe lied to Thee and to myself. I said
o m&vml_f £ did not feel well erough to go
to church. That war not true. I would
haze gone 10 work 1f it had been Monday.

£ would haye gane for my plegivre had it
beenr my weekly half-day off. I would
have gone to the civema had it becn my
customary everany, or had it been a show
I wanted 1o see. But it 15 Sunday and
Sunday sickness covers a multitude of
siny. God have mercy upor me | [ have
lied to Thee and to mivself. I swas not .

I am mot ill. 1 am merely layy and
indifferent. Amen.
H;im Wﬁ!ﬁgmkdgﬁm fo the magazine of Si.

Yours sincercly

John E-RLSLlis.,
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The Rector's Letter

5t. Nichoias Rectory,
Fog Lane.

My Dgar FrIEMDS,

Bome of you will remember these dates and oconsions :—

1928—July 28, site of church hall hieazed.

1928—Dlecember B, church hall dedicated,

1931—August 5, zite of church blegsed, '

1931-—Qctober 4, foundation stone Iaid.

1493 tember 24, consecration of the church. .
Which means that on Rirthday Sunday this year, gervices will have been held in
our parish for exactly 29 years: the church itaclf has just passed its quartcr-century.

Past apnd Present
Nn onc can properly assess all that
has been achieved mn this cown-
paratively short time. But the padsh
in this period has built a parish hall, a
church, a Rectoty and a second parish
hall—all of them still in good condition
and being well used. There have been
four Reetors, three Assistant Curates
and three Parochial Resders. I would
find it difficult to work out the number
who have held the office of Church-
warden-—perbaps someone could give
e a complete list with dates sometime.
We have a2 mixed robed choir which
comparea very favowrably with sny
ordinary  parigh  church—Sunday
Schoolz are of medium strength and
there is #n abundunce of organisations
connected with the church, Sunday
collections are fairly good and there are
280 members of the Offering Envelope
Bcheme. It iz sad o note that up to
date there are over 1,000 fewey Com-
meunicante this yesr compared with
1956 and cven the 1955 total was
greater. [ kmow that numbem aren't
everything but surely this is a zad lapsc
of sttendance at the most important
church service. Genepally spesking
the parish, i alive and Hourishing.

The Future

SD much for the past and present—
what of the future? Among the
outstanding needs is that of an Azgistant
Curate-—this hag been discussed =t the
PCC, but the matter is shelved {only
temporarily, I hope). We need more
help from parishioners who are mem-
bers of the Church of England for
many of them do little or nothing for
the Church, spart from sending their
children to Sunday School. We should
find end send more money to help
Home and Foreign Migsions. The
oumtending debt on the perish hull
should be cleared. Some of the outer

. brickwork of the church needs re-

pointing. The church grounds are
a very sad state and are 2 poor adver-
tisement. These are my views of some
of the futyre targets—you may have
different ideaz. However, after 6f years
with you, I know that there are among
uz peaple with vision and energy who
will strive to continue the forward
movement of our church, )
Laztly, a very Haf y Christinas from .
my wife and myge tpto all readers of
the Megazine.
Yours sincerely,

| John E-Rilotba.,

2-82.
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The Rector’s Letter

My Duyan FriEmps,

5t. Micholas Rectory,
Fog Lane.

A very happy Mew Year to all readers. Thank you all the many people who
have helped the Church in many different ways durii&t}m last year—in the givin,

of service or money to maintam and advance the

riztian Faith at home an

overseus. We are alse rost grateful to the Cloister Press for their first-class
printing of our Magezine. It was delighful to have the first Rector and his wi
with us for pur 25th Anniversary Serviceg; I hope that his memories af the
gitinings of this parish will be of intcrest.

May God bleas and guide you through the vear,

Yours sincerely,

fa‘a E-RLAolly,.,

I REMEMRER. . . ...

By H‘med:% H. 4. Barnett, the

st Recior,

AMONG the many memories which

I heve of the be?mmngl of

YSaint Nicholns,” the following may

be put on record, not necessarily for

their importance, but rather for their
interest.

1. The temporury Church and Hall
waz dedicated by Dr. R. G. Parsons,
Bizhop of Middlcton, on Saturday,
December 8th, 1928, which was
2 ¢old frosty day, with spme snow
on the ground,

2. Because this building was on the
gite of a farm then existing, for the
first few Sundays my way to the
an;c:g wag dcilsput: dhy two (Old

izh sheep and szome tur-
ker;rg&. i soon onsn:da friends with
the former: the latter dizappeared
by Christraas Day, 19281

3. Buch was the enthusiastic suprart
given by the people, that by 1930

it was clear that a8 Church would
have to be built.

The Architect, Mr. N. F. Cache-
maille-Day, came and spent two
or three Sundays worshipping with
uz, and getthing to know us, before
he began his design.

His first had no tower, and as this
did not please the authontics, the
present tower was added o his
design.

It wag intended that 3t gome future
date the Church should he extended
at the weat end, and that here the
Choir and Organ should be placed,
sither in a gallery or on & platform.
It waz alse intended that, when
funds permitted, the jron grille at
the sast end shu:.;ld be eml;ﬁ:?lished
with painted shields, Fflear-de-lis,
ar tuder roges, all in ivon work.
The figure under the font cover 13
2 portrait of the son of the sculptor,
Mz. Donald Hmtings. Mr. Hastings
also made the hgure of Saint
Nicholas over the main doorway.

6. The bell is the “Jane’ hell Tt was
given by Mr. and Mrz. Clayton in
memory of their amsll daughver
Jane, who died before the Church
waz built, and who was alwayz
fascinated by the zound of the zmall
(and not very musical) bell on the
temporary church. .

dedicated by the

7. The Bectory was
. Rural Dean, the Reverend E.

Coombes on April 6, 1932
More especially I remember the
many who by their worship and

4=y 0

work helped to pet the Parish
safely sturted and rowintemed, and
Mrs. Bamett and I thank God
continually for their “fellowship
in the gospel from the first day
until now."

And fimally, we wera most tonched
by the kim.hy welcotre given o ua
on December 8, 1957 by the
Rector, Mrs, Willimns, and all of
vou. We thank vou with all our

hearts.
H.AB.
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St. Nicholas Rectory,
Fog Lane.,

My Dipar Friewps,

MOST of you will, by now, have heard that I am Ieaving Manchester shortly
after Eagrer, On Januanz 14 a letter arnved:—

I am desived by the Lord Chancellor to inform vou that it will groe him much
pleasure to present you to the Benefice of St. Thomas at Chffe and All Saints in
Lewes tn the County of Suszex emd the Diocese of Chichester. 1 am also appointed
Priest-in-Charge of 5t. John-sub-Castro, Lewes until the order for the plurality
is mude by the Church Commissioners, when I will become Rector of this punigh

alsn, St. John's is in the gifc of the Bishop of Chichester.

About the Town

SOME of you muay know Lewes, the®

County Town of East Suszex with
a population of szbout 13,000, It 1s
50 miles from Londen, 8 from Brighton
and 17 from Eastbourne. Judging by
the Guide Book there is not much
missing in Lewes—H M. Poson,
Asgizea, Bonfire Socicticz, many achools
and sporting socicties, 3 Race Course
and the Glyndebourne (Opera House
neathy, The town has a Mayor, a
cagtle, a Priory and much history.

The three churches

HE combhined population of the

parishes is mm:ﬁ the same as here
6,000-+). The Church of AH Saints ia
of very ancient foundation and was
prabably built by un early bishop: the
churchyard stands practically on the
town wall. There are three befls, the
oldeat perhaps deting from the 15th
century. The parish was enlarged in
the 14th century. The recorda of Sr.
Thomas of Canterbury go back to 1320,
the date of the nave, but it wag possibly
an earlier church of the 12th century.
‘There are four bells and the clock tn

the tower datey Trom 16703, The present
Church of Si. Fohn (the Baptis!) under
the Castle was built in 1839, and re-
places an ancient building of pre-
Conqguest date. The larpe churchyard
occupies 1 “camp™ which is probably
carlier than the town of Lewes itself
and may be of Roman onpin. The plate
includez a chalice, paten and two
flagonz given in 1750 and a silver ulms-
dish (172B). The registers date from
1602.

Az you will see from theae thumb-
nail sketches, 1 am going to a town
steeped in history. T feel greatly
honoured to have been asked to accept
these three ancient parishes, by in
many ways fesl sad that the time has
come for me to lewve St. Nicholas.

We have gained many good frends and
will always be interested n the future

progress of the parish.

Yours sincerely,

John ER LM,
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The Rector’s Letter

St. Nicholas Rectory,

Foy Lanc.
My DiEar Frirsog,

ON the evering of Febraary 6 T returned from the centre of Manchester on a
crowded but sitent ‘bus. The trapedy of Munich not only hit our city but the
whale of the sporting world, as could be seen by the messages of sympathy and
help which canie from so many countries. Probably prople’s first thoughts of the
disateer wete of its crippling blow to one of the world's finest football reams,
Tragic though it it that 20 many fine sportamen should have died and been 5o
severcly injured, Manchester United Football team will rise once more t its
former greatness—a good start has been made in the Cup-Tie victory over Shef-
field Wednesday. Some great sports-writers died, among them Don Davies, who
only a few days before had spoken so helpfully to our Sunday Night Club.

Loszez to the e can be made good but we cannot replace husbands, sons
and loved ones. e little we can do is to join with millions of others in offering
uur syrpathy to those who have been brought loss and suffering. I hope that we
a% i church will be able to send something towards the fund for dependants. May
God give them atrength to fuce life with courage wnd hope for the future.

.+ . but we triumph even in our troubles, Anowing that trouble produces
endurance, endurance produces character, and character produces hope—
@ hope which never disappoints us, since God's love flocds our hearls . . .

(from the Epistle to the Romans.)

Yours sincercly, -
id:‘-‘n E-Rlobla,

A LETTER FROM THE CHURCHWARDENS

March, 1958,
Pear Friemds,

T ia over a month gince the announce-
ment of the Rector’s appointment to
fewes, and he expectz to leave hers
about the 15 April.
We feel sure it is the wish of sll that
a preacntation should be made, a5 2
token of our esteern and in appreciation
of hiz Ministry in this parish.
We belicve a cheque will he the most
wieful form and we are now rcady to
receive donations to the presentation

e =

fund. We propose closing the fund vn
Apnl 5, an; msking the presentation on
Saturday, April 12, at » dance we are
a ing specially for the occasion.
We thunk it will be better if only one
gift is made (oot several from the
different organisations), and look for-
ward 0 YOUr generous co-operation.

Yours sincerely,

E SEGPI:::I:ME } Wardens

Please send all donations to the
‘Wardens.
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The Rector’s Letter

St. Nicholas Rectory,
Fog Lane.
My Dear FriEnDs,

IT i always hard to suy “Good-ije" to friends but these partings have to b,

For seven years I have dived and worked in Manchester. Dwuring thiz time I
have met many hundreds of people, taken 151 woddings, haptized 334 babies and
prepared 237 foy Confirmation, There have been over 33,000 commumicants—
rasny have received Holy Communion in their homes 3nd acores of sick people
visited. I won't try to wark ont how tmuny servicea I have conducted or how raany
Sermonz you hove had to listen to. As a Priest 1 have used both public and privale
wimitions and exhortations, though often very inddequately. I irust [ have gheyed
fy Ordination vow to maintain and set Jorteards, as much as lieth in you, quistasss,

peace and love, among all Christian , and especially among them that are or
shall be committed to your charge, ough much has been done, there is 2 lot
left undone,

Rejoicings I hopa that I have fearnt from them and

URING my time here the church  not  caused  excessive suffering or
has celebrated her “Coming of  dizappointment.

Age' and 25th anniversarics. In the Fellow-Workers
courge of her short bisvory this parish AMDNG oy tnemories of St
has achieved a fine church, excellent Nicholag will be thot of splendid
Rectoty and two most useful halls. S0 tcam-work ob  occasions—oor will 1
far as I can sec, the church is not short  forget the fine individual efforts of
of the cssentials for the maintenance of many, nor the guiet efficient work
worship and many valuable gifts in the  behind the scenes. All of these make a
prast fow years have been received, Iem parsh live and active. There are a
haclﬂ:y to know that St. Micholas had 8  poodly number of you who give much
eredit of several hundred pounds st to the church in service of one sort or
the end of last year and on the eve of another—there are many who willingly
departure to see the church ceiling give of their me to maintaining prop-
glorious once more in her rich colours.  erty, beautifying the church, teaching
Sorrows the young, mnning organisations, as-

O far I have mentioned some of the  sisting the worship and administration.

good things but there is the other I wm happy to remember words and
side of the picture. One of my regrets  deeds which have been to the hensfit
iz thar I have not met all the regular  of the Church as a whole and to me in
church pevple in their homes. T hope  particudar.
they will understand that this omission  Vocation
was not because 1 didn't want to. Many T HAVE another great joy—the know-
of us find that there are not enough L ledge that from our parish and
houts in 4 day and daye in a week, Nor  congrepation in the past few years have
have I called on zHl the homes in the come forward four Qrdinands and onc
perish. There have been mistakes but Lady Worker. Communities such asT

L

-'—-)ours should be able to produce many Dominus Vobiscum i
Ministers of the Word, both men and ETTERS must come to an epnd,
women, and | hope that in years to You have been most kind and

come there will be others who feel that  penerous 1o us duning our stay in Man-
full-time work in the Church ia their  chester, My wife and our children

life's vocation. (ChristnPher, Anne, Nicola znd
Anocther Parson ? Richard) join me in seying “Thank
1T has bren suggested that this parish  You" and “Good-bye,”

cannot afford an Assigtapt Curate May God bless you all,
| disagree—with faith and effort, a
house and stipend could be provided. Yours sincerely,

So il my successor suggests that he

requires an Assistant (gfrate. I hope d"ﬂ E- /{6:2 Mq'l
you will give him every suppost in —
achieving his need.
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Qur New Rector
WE welcome the :ftpg:;oint.mcnt of the Rev. David Arthoar Edwards, M.A.,

. Nicholas.

The institution will ke place ar Manchester

Cathedral on June 26 and the mduction in July.

LETTER FROM LEWES

All Baints Rectory,
T The Avenue,
Lowes,
Susnex,
My Dear Frmnos,

THANK You very much for your

gentrons r (Offering and fare-
well cheque which will felp towards
the purchase of a scooter. My wife iz
delighted with the whitewond chiest of
drawers—an extremely  welcome and
useful present. We were much moved
by the many gifts, kindnesses and offerg
of  hoapitality during oar time in
Manchester and especially during the
lust fow weeks,

Our New Home

The move went according to plan
and less than 24 hours afrer leaving
5t. Nicholas’ the bulk of the furniture
was in our new home, The decorators
have done u very good job and we have
had 2 wonderful welcome from ifneny
parithioners, Chriztopher and Anne
mguingtuancwmdverymodem
school on the Downs sbove the town
where the air and view ars wonderful.

Future Engagements

At the time of writing this letter, I
have net bren instituted and inducted
to 5t Thomas and All Sainty but a
rebearsal rook place lagt night. The
Bihop of Lewes and the Archdeacon
of Lewes are petforming the CErEmOLYy.
Bizhop Camey {retired), a repregenta-
tive for the Lord Chancelior, the Mayor
and Mayorces of Lewes,  the three

P.C.C5 15 dergy and munistets and
many friends will be among the con-
gregation which will fill the small bt
aneient church of St. Thorngs, Nothing
has vet come through frorn the Church
msionets about St
Castro, eo I will be Priest-in-Charge
for the time being.
Full Diary

Al three churches me providing me
with plenty to do in the near Buture—
beptisms, weddinge and a funers! are
already in my diary and the monthly
school service which place in
St. John's Church on the last Friday of
each month. T i to be the Mayor's
chaplain which, as far =3 I can uce,
involves ane service o year and the
raayoral banquet.

An Ancient Town

Lewes is & fascinating town full of
history. From my study window I look
acrosz 4zl valley o the castle,
Fifty yards from where T o aitting the
traine disappear into @ tunned and afier
pessing deep under the castie TeRppea; -
Just before the station. The shorrest
raute to onc of the parich halls & down
a flipght of which alse leads to
the open-air ewimming poal and River

Looklng Ahead

Se you can sen at we are living in
delighrful 5 ings. Thera s
Y of work waiting for me here and
umfﬂhaw said before, I am keep to
2ccept the challenge. | would greatly
appreciate your prayers as | begin my
Ministry in this place. ‘

Au Revoir

I hope that hefore long you will have
news 2 BUcCERtor 10 me and 1 am
confident that you will Five him the
same gupport which helped me greatly
Of 20 many ocemsions. Perhaps when

you find the vime you will drop me an
occastonal line as I would be deliphted
to have news of and from old frieyds,
bless vou all.

Yours sincercly,

John E. R. Willjams

2-88.
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The St. Nicholas Spirit

DEE%R Friends, On Wednesday, July 3, our new Rector, the Rev. D, A,

wardhs,

ML.A., will be inducted to the living of St. Nicholas. He will be

the fifth rector of our 30-year-old charch.

The thought uppermoat in all our
minds iz, rather naturally, what will
he be like! As I #m not a prophet
I will not atternpt sn wnswer, but
would ask rather what will he find here
whien he arrives?

Spirit of Unity

A visiting preacher during the inter-
regiiurm remarked to me that the
nunbers of our congregation did not
seem to have dropped as was usual at
such times, ¥ agreed with him and
was alsg sbie to inforim him that this
had beent 30 during previous vacancies.

What iz the reason? Well, Herbert
Bamett first coined the phrage “TFhe
5t. Nicholas Spirit” and it has been
uzed on several occasions since his
incumbency. It is about this “St.
Nicholas Spirit"” that T wish to sy a
few words. Essentially it i3 a spirit
of unity.

New Friends

Back in the late twenties and the
carly thirtics when the Drives, Roads,
Avenues and Crescents comprisi
our parsh werc being bailt, an
peaple, uprooted from their old neigh-
bourhoods md friends, were settling
in our parish, 2 hot was built near
Bumage railway starign.

Thia hut became the centre to which
the “displaced permons,” if 1 may so
call them, turned to make new friends.
It wus parish hall on weekdays and
churck on Sundsys. And now, in

its old age, it has serained the dignity
of the Oid Parnish Hall.

Yaung Parish
Within this hall » new unity was
formed and the “St, Micholas Spirt"
was borm.  Outwardly it 16 the spint

0f unity and of good Fellowship;

within, knitting it together, is the
Holy Spirit of God. '#ﬁg is what I
hope our new Rector will find here at
5t. Nicholas when he comes to minister
to us.

We are still a compamtively young
parizh and we stil—i thank God for
it--concentrate & lot of cur ‘energics
on the young membem of cur church.
May we never grow middle-aged or
old in this respect, for the young people
of the Church today, bhe they littde
angels or scallywage, are the Church
of the years to come.

Thanks to Wardens

Mr. Edwards is a young man and I
know that he will keep up thiz eradition
with hiz whole heart. Tt is my earnest
hope that we will give him every
support in this and gll he does for us
and with us. .

In conclugzion, ray I pay a tribute
to our churchwardens, Mr. Chambers
and Mr. Pratt, whe have done so much
during the interregnum to keep the
wheels turning smoothly,

Yours sinceraly,
John K. Sheppey, Reader.
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The Rector’s Letter

My Drear FriEnbs,

I STARTED writing thiz letter at midni
I, with our children and their granny,

hus been prepared for uz.

it hes heen Bnished in intervals
between performing  such ReCEsEury
tasks as putting new plugs intg elec-
trical gadgets, han;ﬂng pictiyres, and
preparing for the holiday which we
must have before the Induction, and 1
hope that vou will forgive me if the
result iz somewhat disfointed: hy che
time that you read it the Induetion
zervice will be over, and I really will
be your Rector in deed as well ag name,

Looking Forward

It is difficult to express the thoughts
which are uppermost in one’s mind
at u gme like this, but there are several
thingz 1 would like to say to you. In
the first place 1 rnust record that
senze of looking forward with great
snticipation which has characterised
the months which have passed since
the day on which I officially accepted
the invitation of the Trustees to becomne
your Rector.,

Both my wife and I have strong
connections with this part of Man-
chester, and we have already come to
have a great affection for the area and
for those who inhabit it

" §t. Nicholas® Tradition

We have heard much about your
church, about the interesting style in
which it is built, and sbout the vigerous
life which flows out from worship on
Sundays into action and activity during
the week. And we ure sufficiently
“contemporary” in our own outiook
on life to appreciate the church building
without in any way ignoring the fact

5t. Nicholas Rectory.

ght on the thitd day afrer m‘;y wife and

moved into the lovely Rectory which

that, without the enthusissm and
devation of those who have worshipped |
in it and served it since the day it was
built, the building itzelf would be of
1o significance,

John Sheppey wrote in the last
iskue of this magezine of the %t
Nicholas tradition—we look forward
mare than anything clsc to the joy and
privilege of sharing in that tmadition
and helping to continue and develop
it during the corming years,

Called to Service

Then there is 2 acnse of gratitnde,
above all ¥ our Lord who has ealled
us to this work, and whorn we seek to
serve in afl that we do—our prayey all
the time now is that “we may be found
waorthy of the vovation wherewith we
are called,” and that our ministry
arong you may be to God's glory and
not our own. 1 feel deeply grateful to
the Trustees, who have besn the -
instruments of God's choice, and
would like to take this opportunity of
expressing to them my personal ap-
preciation of the honour which they
have done me by trusting me with the
beniefice—a trust which, by the aid of
the Holy Spirit, 1 shall endeavour all
the time to justify.

Warship Maintained

During the months in which we have
been prepating to come 16 you, the
Church Wardens and their wives have
heen wonderfully kind, and neither
my wife nor I will ever forget the many

ways in which they have made ourI

"+ advent a0 smuch smoother. We rejoice

in the knowledge that their generosi

und goodneszs 15 typical of you all
Thit must have shown itself during
the interregnmm i countless waya,
and our gratitgde would be incomplete
if it did not include & warm expression
of thacks to all those who have toain-
tained church worship and practice
during the months since Mr. Williams

left.
Let Us Pray )
And so our family has come to live

ang work among the St Nicholas
family. Pleéasc pray for us, as we shail
for you, so that together we may go
forward in the Lord’s service to con-
tnue that work of extending His
Kingdom which haz been so  well
begun. “All things are of God, who
reconciled uws to  Himself through
Christ, and gave unto yz the ministry

of reconciliation.*”
God bless you and keep you always,

Yours very sincerely,

DAVID EDWARDS.

=-9/
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PARISH NOTES—Contd,

Sunday School

1 am sure that you would all like to
know that, in response to oty appeal for
Sunday School teachers, no Jess tham
cight volunteers came forward, This i
splendid, and although the Sunday
School still has its problems, we are out
of immediate danger,

Mr. John Sheppey
It iz with very real regret that we
shall say “adieu’™ to Mr. jobn Sheppey
whert he leaves us on October 5 to
commence hig course of training for the
Ministry at Worcester, John was onc
of the first Servers in the church, and
some of us can $till remember him as a
youth taking part in the Whitsuntide
rocegeiona during the ministey of Me,
Eamett. He was one of the st ongual-
ties from St. Nicholas during the war
when, #5 a regult of service in Libya, he
had to have hiz lag amputated. On hiz
discharge from the Army he took up hia
work in the church again with all the
fervour which is natural to him, and he,
along with Jessie Sharples, who later
became Mrs. Sheppey, were real atal-
warte in the efforts which were necessary
to keep tha youth organisations in being.
John has used afl his talents in the
service of St. Nicholas, but we will of
course rémember him most for his
sterting work ns 2 Lay Reader, not least
during the recent interregnum, We
are very happy thet he has jouned other
youthful members of ocur church in
going through as an Ordinand, and our
very best wishes go to him and lis
family for their continued suceess and
happiness in the future, in the wider

work of the Church.
Layman.

=2-92.
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HINTS FOR COMMUNICANTS

EVERY Rector has his own ideas ux to bow the acrvice of Holy Commmunion

ought to be celebrated, and in line with these he tmins his Confirmation
candidates. Here are rome of my ideas, and the reagons for them. But 1 do not
want to imply that those of you who have been taught differently are wrong, nor
do I want to influence you to change what may be very precious traditions. The
Church thrives on a healthy varicty, and is not to be compared with a regiment of

guardsmen. But this i what I think, and why I do certain things,

ALWAYS bow to the Cross on the

altur when crossing in front of it,
because I think that the visible symbol
of my Lord's death and resurrection
ought to be an object of reverence and
affection. :

ALWAYS say the Amens at the end
of prayers, and the respunses,
clearly and loudly. This is your way of
aszenting to what iz aard amd sharing
fully in the service, And it appliea eg-
Beclally to the Amen at the end of the
rayer of Consccration.

ALWAYS ait for the Epiatle, for this
represcots the teaching part of the
service, and we usually sit to be taught,
Traditionally we stand for the Gospel,
ag a mark of special respect for the good
news of our satvation in Christ.
I ALWAYS inake a reverence in the
Creed during those passages which
refer to the incarnation and death of
our Lord, and raise my head again when
we cotne to the resurrection and as-
cension. "The basiz for this is found in
S¢. Paul {Philippians, chapter Z, veres
3 to 11), who seea the ingarpation and
passion as Christ's humiliation, the
resurraction and  ascension as  His
exaltation, Acting symbelically helps
me to think rightly at that point about
the acte of Jesus,

I BELIEVE mysel, ag the pricst, to be
- representng both God and the con-
gregation at different points in the
service, When reprezenting God, and
saying His words, I face the congrega-
tion (westwerds). When acting on
hehalf of the congregation I (with tham)
face the altar {casrwards), You will
notice that, in line with this, I alwa
face the congregation when aaying the
words of institution and reproducing
vur Lord's actions during the Prayer of
Conaecration. There i3 everything to
be said for members of the congregation
opening their eyes at thia point and
watching what iz happening. I am sure
that it assists devotion,

WHEN‘EVER there is s quewe of
communicants in the aisle waiting
to come up to the altar tail, always form
one gueus in the centre of the aigle
rather than onc on each side. This will
make it easier to come up, and to return
{0 your paw,
WHEN YO receive your com-
munion, 1 prefer you to take the
bread in the palin of your hand, and to
take the cup with both hands, putting
it to your lipe yourself. To me this
symbolizez ctfectively the fact thar the
Christian muat willingly accept the
sulvation offered in Cheist, and not just
be 2 pasgive recipient. But take it firmly
in both hands, for otherwise you wifl
find me reluctant to let go!

=93 .
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The Rector’s Letter_

My Dear FRIENDS,

S¢t. Nicholas Rectory,
18th September, 1959

HARVEST time reminds us #ll of God’s goodnesa to ua. All that we have we
owe to Him, and jt is our Chrigtian duty to ofier back ta Him for His use some
of those gifts with which He has so richly endowed us. Which brings me to the

Appeal.

Since I Iast wrote on thiz sobject
much water has flown under the bridge.
A represeptative Committes has bheen
formed to orgunise the Appeal, and it
has met twice. An Executive cormmit-
tee, consisting of the Wardens, Miss D.
Wainwrnght, Mrs. Edwsrds, Mr. F.
Curson, Mr. A. Nicholis, Mr. K. Rylatt,
Mr, P, Cargon ag Qrganising Secretary,
and myself ag Chairman, has met three
times and hag done some hard work.
The PCC has accepted our main recom-
mendation, that the bulk of the £10,000
needed should be soupht from small,
regular, weekly donations by a large
number of people over a short period of
time, This does not mean that zpecial
efforts will not be wanted; on the con-
traty we hope that during the period of
the Appeal all Church Oreganisations
sud many individuals will arcange
dunces and whist drives, sales of work
and barzaars, and all manner of efforts
10 raige moncy, But we are convineed
that the burden of eompleting the
Appeal should be spread az widely as
possible among those who consider
thar rthey belong to the Church of
5t. Micholas, so (that none of us will
have to carry an unequal share of the
work. Aimd that means some kind of
systematic giving by every singfeoneofus.

What shall we give

Just congider., An average of half &
crown a1 week from 600 families will
bring in well over L1G,000 in three
vears. I feel sure that there are at leagt
600 families whose live: have been
touched at some point from the eradle

2-24

to the grave by the Church of 5t, Nicho-
laz. Will they help us in this hour of
need, 93 we have Eelpcd them in their
hour of nesd? In some of them there
will be only a single old-uge pensioner
left, whe will obvicusly not be able to
afford half & crown 2 week, They will
give what they can, and the widow's
mite will be just a3 precioua and helpful
ag any other offering, But some fami-
lies, in which there may be more than
one on working, will be able to
afford more than the average, and they
must be gencrous too, It is an avergge
of half a crown @ family we need, not
half & crown from sach individual. The
offering can be put into an envelope,
which we will supply, and either
brought to church. o collected by us.
What else ghall we give
Let me finish whete | started. God
doesn’t just want our money; He wants
primarily the love .of our hearts, of
which our offerings are a symbol. Our
giving to God and Hiz Church is a ig
of our gratitude for what God and His
Church have done for us. Let all our
giving to God, of money, time and
energy, be comparsble to His great
love for us.
May {God unite and inspire us all,
Your sinceve friend and Rector,

. Cdaods .
e



