S. Nicholas’, Burnage, Parish Magazine

JANUARY, 1945

PARISH LETTER

My Dear Friends,

It is with a cereain feeling of relief that I sit down to write this
last letter to you all, for the last three months have not been cany
for any of us. It was hard to reconcile ourselves to the great loss
to the parish which we suffered, and the future seemed VEIY ui-
certain.  But now we can look forward to the beginning of » new
era in the history of St. Nicholas Church. Everything in the
past and present indicates that there is a great future for this
Church, in the best sense of the word, [t will, of courze, rest
with. you first and foremost, because you are the Church of S,
Nicholas. But with the guidance of God, and under the new
leadership, the Church ought to go from strength to strength,

One of the most difficult books of the Bible is the last, Reve-
tation.  But I think it would be worth while to re-read chapters
two and three at this time, to see what is said there to the in-
dividual infant Churches of Asia Minor. How does this, for
instance, fit in with St. Nicholas 7 ** I know thy works and thy
labour and thy paticnee, and how thou canst not gear themn which
are evil ; and thou hast tried them which sey they are Apostles,
and are not, and hast found them liars : and thou hast bortie,
and hast patience, and for my name’s sake hast laboured, and
hast not fainted.” A lot of that could he said with truth about
this place ; but there is a warning to the Chureh at Sardis of the
danger of having 2 good reputation and not living up to it. That
Church was outwardly flourishing but was spirituzily dead.
That, we ¢an thank God, cannot be said of our Church, for it hag
never been more fully alive. Figures are not much to go by when
trying to estimate spiritual values, byt facts cannot £scape
notice.  Surely, the only grounds on which we can claim to be
called a Church at all, are our allegiance o0 and contact with our
Lord Himself. We have never tired of cmphazising the im-
portence of the Communion with Him, because we know that if
we are to be alive, we must constantly come to receive the Biread
of Life. Well, in this last year of Mr. Garlick’s leadership, more
people than cver befere in the history of this Church have come
week by week to the Communion Service—to he more exact, an
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average of over a hundred and twenty a week. That means that
the foundations are on rock, and not on the shifting sands of
* popular services.” It surely proves, then, that behind aft the
outward signs of a live parish, there has been # steady building
up of " spiritual reserves,” and that in fact, the so-called oytward
things are veally only the cxpression of the real life of the place,

Mr. Eliott, who has now been Instituted to the panish, is, as
you will sec from his own words, well aware of the great respon-
sibility laid upon him. Buot I can assure you that he comes to the
place with the determination to fulfil his task to the best of his
ability, and with a willingness to enter inte the fallest co-
operation with you all.

There are several other things I have to say, and they will have
to be brief, First of all, I have uvodertaken o follow Mr. Garlick’s
example and sead a letter to all the boys and girls serving with
the Forces, and at the same time to distribute the proceeds of the
Comforts Fund. Let me say here, that thanks to your cvident
interest and generosity, this fund now stands at approximately
£100. 1 realise that i do not know all our friends as well as Mr.
Garlick did, but I feel I would like to send ther all the news and
a miesgage for the future. It has been quite impossible for this
to be done before Chriatmas, but T hope to have it in hand before
this magazine is published. Secondly, I want to thank all those
people who helped to make the services on Christmas Eve so
beautiful. Obviously I can't mention all by name, for that would
include, I suppose, the whole congregation, but I am thinking of
the choir, the readers at the Carol Service, those who took pant
in the Nativity Play, and the usual hard-worked and un-naticed
peaple “ behind the scenes.”

Finally, T want to end on a personzl note.  Without heing
- sentimental about the business, let me say this, that the four and
a half years 1 have spent here have been the happiest in my life.
‘That has been due to four things: A happy “ home ”-life with
two of the grandest people onc could hope to meet ; a bigger
home-life amongst more friends than onc could ¢ver deserve to
have ; plenty of work which always seemed worth while, in
whatever shape or form it tnrned up ; and last and greatest of ali,
2 new and greater understanding of the Love of God in the best
possible atmospherc.  For I have zeen it at work in all its forims—
amongst the young and amongst the very old ; in times of
happiness and faughter, and in times of the decpest sorrow ; and
it has never failed. T tell you this, not because T think I have

deserved any of it, for nothing we can do can ever “ earn " the
love of God, but in order that you may be encouraged to keep on
trying togcther to learn this great Thing. Goodness knows I
have made enough blundens, but 1 have learnt enough to make
me want to go on trying. When T used to fail exams. {frequently),
one of my sisters used to stir me up by saying, * Failurc i3 a
stepping-stone ' ; it didn't really help much, but T suppaose it
is true if we like to make it so. . :

1 hope a good many of you will be able to come to 5t. Ambroze
on fanuary 20th, at 3-30, to give me a start there. Anyway, you
" are all invited :

May God's blessing rest upon you all and on your new Rector
and his wifc in the coming days.

Yours sincerely,

ROBERT 5. JONES.
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FROM THE NEW RECTOR

Dear People of 5t. Nicholas, )

I felt it a great houour when I was invited to succeed Mr.
Garlick, and am well aware of the greatness of the responsibility
involved. I have been greatly impressed by the vigour of your
Church life and by the excellent work which has been done in the
parish in the past ; and I should be rather alarmed at the prospect
of having to carry on this work, if I did not know that there is a
large number of people among you, who are keenly interested
in the Church, and bear their full share of responsibility for
its various activities. / :

I had the pleasure of meeting the Church Council in November,
and took the opportunity of assuring them of my desire that
there should be no break in the St. Nicholas Tradition: There
will, I hope, be new developments in the future, because it iz
natural that a vigorous organisation should develop in new ways
tn meet new circumstances ; but any new development will be on
the old foundations.

The Bishop is instituting me to the “ cure of souls "’ in the

parish privately early in January. The Archdcacon has, as you
know, fixed the Tnduction for January Hth at 7-30 p.m. My

wife and I arc looking forward to seeing you all then and to
getting to know you in the future. :

With best wishes for the New Year,
Yours sincerely,

GEORGE V. H. ELIOTT.
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THE RECTQR'S LETTER

My Dear Friends,

I must first of alf thank you for the very warm welcome which
you have given my wifc and myself. The year 1944 was for us 4
year of long travels and of considerable difficulties of various
kinds. Tt is with great satisfaction that we find ourselves at the
beginning of 1945 in the midst of so warm-hearted a conununity
and in a place where there will be, I believe, so many oppor-
tunities of service. - ‘The Induction on January 11th was a won-
derful and inspiring service. The reception in the Parish Hall
afterwards also wenr well, although I was not able to speak to
many people, as it was difficult to force one's way through
the crowd. ‘

My first task now is to get to know you all. I am trying to do
this by getting round to your homes, by Iooking in at the various
gatherings in the Parish Hall and by coming to the Church
Porch after services. 1 hope that you will supplement these
methods by introducing yourscives when we meet in the streets
and by calling in at the Rectory, when you have the OppOrtunity.
We shall be very glad to see you when you do.

T he next task is preparation for the Confirmation, which has
been fixed for April 14th at St. John, Heaton Merscy. May I
appeal 10 those older peuple, who are responsible in any way

for the young folk who are to be confirmed this year, to give them
what help they can by encouragement and sympathy and prayer ?

Another task, ahout which there is 2 separate paragraph, is the
making of plans for Lent.

T cannot close this first letter without expressing my appre-
ciation of the way in which my predecessors have made the way
smooth for me. Mr. Garlick has, with great generosity and
thoughtfulness, handed over to me anything he had which might
be of assistance in carrying on the work ; and nothing has been
toa troublesome for Mr. Junes to do, in order to get us established
here eomfortably. I may add that on the day of the Induction
I received a very friendly letter from Prebendary Barnett. All
this helps to make us feel that we are already in the St. Nicholas
fellowship.

Yours sincerely,

GEORGE V. H. ELIOTT.
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JUNE, 1945

THE RECTOR'S LETTER

My Dear Friends,

May 1245 will be for ever memorable as the month n which
victory was won in Butope. The event was celebrated in a
warthy manner by well attended services on V.E. Day, on the
T}n;,trsday following for Hans Renold's Works, and on Suonday,
May 13. The collections at these services will be devoted to the
needs of the men and women in the Forces and amounted to
,{,.47. On the evening of V.E. Day many of the younger end saw
a honfire for the first time. This was arranged by the Scouts.
T should like to thank them and in particular the Scoutmaster,
Mr. K. Rylatt, for the help of various kinds, which they gave in
connection with the V.E. celcbrations. There was no wild
rejoicing doring this weck. The mood of the nation was one of
thankfulness for deliverance from a great peril and deternunation
to finish the job satisfactorily. We all realize the greatness of the
tasks ahead. 1In the East, Japan must be defeated and Asia re-
organised in such a way that the three Great Powers may be able
to fulfil their responsibilitics, while at the same time the rightful
aspirations of China and Indiz ate not thwarted. In Europe the
devastation of war and oppression tust be repaired. At San
Francisco and the Conferences of the future a new international
system must be worked ont, in which the ideals of the Western
democracics and of Russia will not clash but will each make its
own contribution to the good of the whole, At hame we must

make sure that the soclal referms which have been started are
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really put into effect, so that England will become a better phece
for the ordinary man to live in. It is now our part (o give our-
selves with that spber confidence, which comes from relisncee on
(God, to the completion of the work before us.

Our next big event is Children’s Day, which has been post-
poucd to June 17. On this occasion we bave an opportunity
of reminding ourselves of the supreme impeortance of instructing
the rising generatian in the principles of Christian faith and life,
and alzo of showing our appreciation, as 2 congregation, of the
hard wark put in throughout the year by the Sunday School
Teachers. _

Y have received complaints from various sources of talking in
church which disturbs the worship of the congregation.  Thers
seemn 0 be two types of talking. The first occurs when people
* pass the time of day " with their neighbours before the service
starts. This comes from that family spirit which iz so happy a
feature of our church. 1 do not which to do anything to dis-
eourage this spirit, but I would remind you of the custorn that
the bell stops three minntes before the choir enters the church
and that the congregation are asked to prepare themsclves in
silence from that time on for the worship that is to come. The
sccond type is motre serious and consists of talking during the
gervicc. This 13 discourteous to the other worshippers, to those
conducting the service and to God himself. T would appeal w
all members of the congregation, both young and old, to co-op-
rate in putting a stop to this practice and thus making our services
as inspiring as they ought to be.

Yours very sincerely,

GEORGE V. H. ELIOTT.
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SEPTEMBER, 1945

THE RECTOR'S LETTER

My Dezr Friends, .

August 1945 will he forever memorable for the surrender of
Japan and the coming of peace to the world. With overdlowing
hearts we pour forth our thanksgiving to God for deljvcrance
from war. We especially join with those, whose loved ones were
in Japanese hands or were fighting or werc about to fight in the
Far Bast, in their joy at this time. As we Jook to the future, we
dedicate curselves afresh to God's service, determined to build
up a new world in which peace and justice and equality of oppor-
tunity will be established among us for all generstions. This
dutermination is strengthened by the appearance of the atomic
bomb, with the terrible possibilitics of devastation which it
opens up. In speaking of the atomic bomb I will repeat the
words of Mr. Churchill, who on this as on other occasions has
shown himself a great master of the English language, supremely
capable of cxpressing the decpest feelings of the nation. * This
revelatton of the secrets of nature, long mercifully withheld from
man, should arousc the most sofemn reflections in the mind and
eonscicnee of every human being capable of comprehension,
We must indeed pray that these awful agencies will be made to
conduce to peace among the nations, and that instead of
wreaking measurcless havoc upon the entire globe, they may
become a perenuial fountain of world prosperity.”

My family and I have had a restful holiday at my parcnts’
hame in Sussex. We have, I think, all gained benefit from the
change and are feeling envious of thosc of you who still have
your holidays to come in Sepiember !

Yours very sincerely,
GEORGE V. H. ELI1IOTT,
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July

July

BAPTIZME

99, Christopher James, son of Arthur William and Maty
Bartleti, 6 Penarth Road, Northenden.

99.—Pamela Fay, daughter of Ronald Arthur and Nora
Bradley, 926 Burnage Lane.

99 _ Donald James; son of Alan Eustace Andrew and
Margaret Brown, G567 Bumage Lane.

99 —John Elliott, son of Thomas William and Bessie Rose
Woolrich, 17 Lynnwood Road.

92.—Stanley Thomas Philip, son of Stanley and Lilian
May Whaling, 240 Kingsway.

99 —Christine Ann, daughter of Walter George and Ethet
Violet Clark, 31 Adria Road.

29, —Margaret Ann, daughter of james Smith Ramsey
Forbes and Annie Davies McFarlane, %3 Bloom Street,
Edgelcy, Stockportt.

WEDDINGS

18.—Ronald Spruce and Irene Ivy Lenzi.

91.—Leroy Henry Jakeman and Denisc Gwladys
Morewnod,

91.—Earl Richard Larson and Margaret Dawson.

23— Raymond Martin Backus and Patriciz Egerton.

24 .Alexander Denholm Thomson and Dorothy Yates.

2% ~John Parsons and Frances Vera O’'Reilly.

 §1.---Thomas Henry Martin and Gwendoline Margarct

Willman.

FUNERAL
26.— Hannah Louisa Hart, 496 Kingsway, 81 ycars.

COMMUNICANTS AND COLLECTIONS

£ s

22 . . . . 66 1011 3
29 . - . .o 106 9 8 2
5 .. .. . ‘e 60 T2 %
12 .- .- . 37 719 8B
19 {Victory Thanksgiving) .- 71 23 2 4

M Tew et ﬁ'::ﬂ:;:-mé_cﬁ_{?.aﬂ /Saﬁh%' Ay Ao A

—_————

Tha Cleiater Press T4d. Heaton Mersey, Manchenter

238,
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JULY, 1946

THE RECTOR'S LET'TER

My Dear Friends,

It i= now nearly a year since the Allied victory in the East,
and over a year since victory in the West. The world is still
suffering grievously from the devastation and the hitterness which
the war caused, and we are sometimes tempted to think that we
are worse off now than we were a year ago. The best way of
resisting this temptation is, I think, to consider what our situation
would have been if victory had not been won. Our loved ones in
the Forces would still be facing death in active fghting ; our
home would still be at the mercy of flying bombs : gur families
would still be broken up with no near prospect of reunion ;
there would still be the possibility of defest and the blotting out
of civilisation for an indefinite period. We have been saved from
all this and none of out present inconvenicnces should blind our
eyes to this fact or prevent us from giving thanks w God for
victory.

In onc respect 1t does scem that we actually are worse off
now than during the war ; and that is in our supply of bread.
As [ write this, it seems probable that bread rationing will soon
be enforced. Our attitude with regard to this should be governed
by the fact that we are members not only of one nation but of.the
whole human race. We became famdiliar during the war with the
idea of * Global strategy.” We came to realize that evems at
places so distant as Guadalcanal and Alarnein, Stalinprad and
Madaguscar, were intimately connected. We realized in fact
that the world was one and mdivisible. The end of the war has
not made this any less tue. We are at present engaged in a
strugele against a shortage of food which affects not only our
own country but every country in the world. Millions of people
on the Continent of Europe and in Asia are existing at a level
compared to which our British standard of life is luxury. The
enforcement of bread rationing is one of the ways in which we
are making our contribwtivn towards winning the victory over
the world food shortage,

Yours very sincercly,
‘ GEORGE V. H. ELIOTT.

2-39.
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IN MEMORIAM

As we look back to VE and V] days with thankfulness to God
that He preserved us in the great dangers that threatencd our
country during the war, we remember with honour and gratitvde
those who went out from our fellowship and have not returned.
They laid down their carthly lives that victory might be won,
and we conhdently believe that they have entered into a richer,
fuller life, where all their powers are being employed in a more
perfeet manner in God’s service. May the Heavenly Father's
blessing rest upon their loved ones, from whom they are parted
for a season, to grant them comfort and strength.

Iohn Bagshaw, Grenadier Guards, Killed in action ag Salerna,
September 11, 1943,

- William D. Black, Sergeant Navigator-Obscrver, RAFV.ER.
Missing over Crete, Qctober 30, 1941, ‘

Michael Burton, M.C,, Captain, South African Engineers,
Killed in action ncar Ravenna, April 12, 1945.

J. Malcolm Fruser, Royal Trigh Fusiliers. Killed in action in
North Aftica, April 7, 1943.

Brian Glover, Sergeant, R.AF. Missing over Germany,
March 16, 1944,

3. Dennis Gray, Serpeant-Pilot, R.A.F. Missing over Ger-
many, November 7, 1941, :
William H, Gorton, Pilot-Officer, R.AF. Killed in action near

Deventer, Holland, May 31, 1942, : .

Gordon C. W, Gutersohn, Flight-Sergeant, R.A.F. Missing
at Singapore, Febrmary 14, 1942, .

Peter 5. Howes-Roberts, Sub-Lieutenant, R.N.V.R. Missing
off Havre, December 29, 1942,

Leslie Marshall, Sergeant-Pilot, RA.F. Killed in a flying
accident in Canada, August 21, 1943.

Thomas B. Turner, 2nd Lieutenant, Kings Owa Royal Rifles,
Killed in action near Abbeville, June 1, 1840, .

Herbert Warburion, R.A.F. Accidentaily killed on guard
duties, July 11, 1943,

James C, Wrigley, Sergeant-Pilot, R.A.F. Killed in action in
the Western Desert, June 12, 1942,

—
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Twenticth Century meets Eighteenth Century in this charming picture taken of the girls of 5t. Nicholas v
GC.F.5., who took part in the Girls' Friendly Society Inter-Diocesan Competitionz ar the Whitworth

Strect Central High School far Girls on Saturday, The Twentiath Contury waz repressnted by a
“"Keep Fit'' team, and the gitls certzinly lock mrodern and ready for anything. Far more demore,

are the girds whe stapped back into the Eighteenth Ceontury to present a Cranfordian play by Fhilip
Johnson, “‘April Showers,” in the elementary dramatic competitidn, The play came second, fosing by

ana point only.
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THE BISHOP’S RESIGNATION

On January 1 the Bishop of Manchester announced that he

- had inforrmed the Archbishop of York that he had placed hie
regignation in the King’s hands, and that the resignation had been
accepted and would occur in the early spring. He is 74 years of
age and was able to perform his duties satisfactorily until he feli
ill in the latter part of 1946. He has nuw recovered, but his
health i= not sufficiently good to allow him to continue to bear
the heavy responsibility of a Diocesan Bishop. It is a disappoint-

ment that he will not be our Bishop when the Diocese celebrates
its Centenary in September of this year.

Dr. Warman was ordained to the ministry in 1895, After
serving in two curacies in the south of England, he was called
north to join the staff of 5t. Aidan’s Theological Collepe, Rirken-
head. His ability soon becare known and he filled successively
the important posts of Vicar of Birkenhead, Principal of St,
Aidan’s, and Vicar of Bradford. In 1919 he was consecrated
Bishop of Truro. He became Bishop of Chelmsford in 1923 and
when Dr. Temple was appointed Archbishop of York in 1929,
Dr. Warman was chosen to succeed him as sixth Bishop of
Manchester, :

During his episcopate he haz paid particular attention to the
finances of the Diocese and the adequate payment of the clergy.
He has won the respect of all classes of the cormmunity and was
particularly happy in his relarionship with Manchester University,

' This Thaivemsity granted him the honorary depree of LL.D. in
1945, and it was noticcable that he preferred the yellow hood of
this degree to any of the others he was entitled to wear, |

In his early years in Manchester be laid the foundation stone
of St. Nicholaz Church and always took a great intereat in it.
He said that he was responsible for having a Cross placed above
the porch ; as he told the architect that if there were no Cross,
the passer-by might mistake the unwvsual looking building for a
cinema. He visited the Church on several occasions and it was a
dizappointment to him as weil a3 to us that ilincss prevented him
from coming on Birthday Sunday last year. We pray that God's
blessing may be upon him and Mrs. Warman in their rerirement
and that the Holy Spirit may guide those who are responsible for
appointing his successor,
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exercise the influence which we should on sociery. This iz “Christian
Work™ justas mywuch as V' Chuareh Woaork™ (in the narrow gense of the words)
iz, The Church does not expect its members o spend all their leisure
hours in Chureh organisation ; but summons them to go out into the
world and behave in it a2 Christians. Community centres, Youth Clubs,
Sports Chibg, Drematic and Musical Societies, Political and Philan-
thropi: and social activities of every kind provide us with conmstant
oppartunities of making a really Christian contribution to the Life of the
world.

With these thoughts in mind, let us work together heartly for the
glory of God, and the good of 1is Church, and the welfare of zociety,
during the scuson 1947-1945.

Yours very sincerely,

GEORGE V. H. ELIOTT.
THE CENTENARY OF THE DIOCESE
The Diocese of Manchester was constituted by an Order in Council
dated August 10, 1847. The Centenary will be celebrated this month,

and will coincide with the arrival of our new Bishap. The following
services will be held in connection with these two events :—

Saturday, Septemaber 27 —3-30. Centenary  Thanksgniving
Service at the Cathedral.  Preacher : The Archbishop of
Yeork.

Sunday, September 28 —Centenary “Phanksgiving Services at
5t, Nicholas' Church.

Monday, September 29.-~11-0. Consccration of William Dernck
Lindsay Greer as seventh Bishop of Manchester ar York
Minster. -

Wednezday, October 1. —7-30. Centenary "T'hanksgiving Service
for Heaton and Hultme Rural Deaneries @t the Cathedral,
Preachet : Jr, Guy Wannun, late Bishop of Manchester.
Tickets for this service may be obtaiped from the Rector.

Tuggday, October 7.—3.0. Enthronement of the new Bishop in
Manchester Cathedral,

Satyrday, October 11—7-30, Centenary Offering Service. At
thiz service tay represemtatives of the parishes will bring up
Tokens of the parochial offerings to the Centenary Fund,
and the new Bishop will be the preacher.

THE CENTENARY PRAYER
Aimighty God, in thankfulness for all the blessings pramted to Thy
Church in this our Diocese theough the past one hwmdred years, we
dedicate ourzclvez anew to Thy service and pray that by the powsr of
Thy Holy Spirit we may ever be faithful witnesses to ‘Thee and to Thy
Son, our Saviour Jesuz Christ.  Amen.

A PRAYER FOR THE NEW RISHOP
Almighty God, Giver aof 21l good things, whe by Thy Holy Spirit has
appointed divers Orders of Ministers in Thy Church : Mercifully
behold Thy servant, Willtam Derrick Lindsay Greer, now called to
the work and ministry of 2 Bishop ; sod so replenish him with the
Truth of Thy doctrine, and adotn him with innocency of life, that
both by word and deed te may futhfully serve Thee in this office. To
the Glory of Thy Mame, and the edifying and well-governing of Thy
Chureh ; throngh the Merits of our Saviour Jeaus Christ, who liveth
and reigneth with Thee and the Holy Ghost, world without end. Amen.
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THE CENTENARY HYMN
(by Dr. J. R. Darbyshire, Archbishop of Capetown and sometime
Rector of St. George's, Hulme, snd Diocesan Missioner.)

To him, with whom a thouszand years
Are us 4 passing day,

Lift up yous hearts, dizowning fears,
And thankful homage pay.

L.ong vears hefore this city grew
In wealth and worthiness,

Itz aneient shrine gur fathers drew
God's boly Name to bless.

Then with the city’s larger place
God gave nis Church increase,

To mimuster the means of Grace
And preach the Prince of Peace.

Through tinres of wealth and buay trade,
Through vears of waste and war,

Chie worship here our fathers paid
One constant witness bore,

(ne fold in Christ's unnumbered flock,
Itz common life we share :

The Faith once founded an the Rovck,
The Fellowship of praver.

And while the workd with anxious care
Puraues its urgent tasks,

The Church for all in thankful prayer
God's gracious mercy asks.

May (God who brought our city fame
Itz pluce preserve: und give

Hiz Church rhe power to proclaim
The Word by which men hve.
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NEWS FROM 'THE ORGANISATIONS

Both the Scouts and Guides had successful camps this year.
The Scouts went to Ambleside and the Guides to Ruthin. One
of the Scouts, Ronald Piercey, went to the Jamboree in France.

On September Gth, the new Scouts’ Headquarters, behind the
Parish Hall were opened. They are in the form of a square.
Three sides of the squarc are raitway coaches. The fourth side
is open, with a flag-post. In the coaches there are dens for each
of the patrols, and sections devoted to the Rovers, the senior
Scouts, and the Cubs. The Scouts have shown commendable
initjative and energy in carrying out this scheme, gnd the parcnts
and friends are to be congratulated on having raised the necessary
money. There is atill much to be done to this * Scout-Town.”
The coaches have to be painted and fitied up ; the ground has
to be levelled and tidied. This should provide work and interest
for the Scouts for a long period of time. The opener was Coun-
ciflor Mre. Gladys Lord, After her speech, Mr. Macmiilan,
the Commissioner, invested her as an honorary Sceut, and
accompanied her in an inspection of the Troop and the Pack.
An afterncon’s entertaipment then started, including displays
by the Scouts and the Cubs and a Danicing Display on the
Rectory lawn,

Meanwhile, in the Parish Hall, there were a * Bring and
Buy ” Sale and a cafe. In the evening the Rovers and Ranpgers
organized a Dance.

The Lads’ Club apnual meeting was held on September 11th,
The following are the officers for the coming year: President,
the Rector. Leader, Mr. €. W. Moston-Hughes. Assistant
Leadcr, Mr. J. Sheppey. Secremary and Treasurer, Denis
Wilkinson. Committee, Sidney Moore-Kelly, Denis Thurm,
Harry White.

e dS .
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THE RENOVATION OF THE PARISH HALL

¥ew buildings can have seen so much healthy activity and so
ruch voluntary service to the Church and the community as our
Parish Hall. Tt was erected as the temporary Church of St
Nicholas in 1928, In it, Prebendary Barnett gathered together a
congregation and Iaid the foundations of our Church life. When
the new church was built in 1931, the temporary Church became
the Parish Hall. A wooden partition was put up at the end of the
hall opposite the stage, so that what had been the sanctuary
and vestry became the pres¢nt two cnd rooms. The Parish Hall
was from its inception a flourishing centre of religious and social
activities ; and it continues to perform this useful and necessary
functiopn today. On Bunday the Sunaay School meets in the
morning and the afternoon ; and in the evening meetings of the
Over-Twenty Club and various other gatherings often take place
after Evensong. From Monday to Friday the Hall is used by our
parochial organisations every evening and some afterncons.
Ezcept on Tuesday, two organisations of differing ages come into
the Hall in succession, each evening. On Baturday evening there
is, except in the summer, a dance or some other form of social.
amusement.

It is not surprising that a Hall which is used so much should
show signs of wear and tear. It was built soundly, and in the
main structure there is no deterioration ; but when, at the ¢nd
of the war, repaits became posaihle, it was clear that the interior
would have to be renewed. Tt s fine that we have our plans for
building 2 new Parish Hall on a scale morc adequate to our needs
and that the fund which is being raised for this purpose is steadily
growing ; but we cannot tell when building restrictions will be
raised, and 8o we must be prepared to manage with our present
hall for a considerable nurber of years.

This process of renovation has aiready started. In 1945, 2
new boiler was instzited. In 1946, the interior was painted,
and the lights in the drive put in ordet. In these two years the
amount spent on the Parish Hall was over twice a8 much as had
been spent in the whole of the previous six years. At the begin-
ning of this year the piano (2 noble instrument which has indeed
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done yeoman service) was renovated. And now we come this
month to the most ambitious part of the process of renovation—
the laying of 4 new floor. 'The floor had been showing signs of
weakncss for some time, and last spring holes started to appear in
it. They were patched up, but it was clear that the old floor's days
were numbered. A request was made that at dances the ** Palais
Glide " and the * Hoky-Coky ” should be exchided from the
programme. This request was not always honoured, éspecially
. ‘after the news got round that we were going to have a new foor
anyway. However, there has not yet been any disastrons
collapse. ' '

One of the first actions of the new Church Council, which was
clected in Easter week, was to appoint 2 committee for thia sub-
ject, consisting of Messrs. H. 8. Parker, E. Robinson, J. A.
Smith, F. Taylor and J. A. Walker. They went into the matter
thoroughly and produced a plan which includes not only the
laying of 2 new floor but also the extension of the Hall by removing
the wooden partition, so s to throw the two end rooms into the
Hall, snd building new store-rooms. It is hoped that - large
part of this work will be done by voluntary labour under
skilled supervision, The Church Council has accepted this plan
and, if it is passed by the City Town Planning Committee, -we
intend to put it into effect during Augnst, A Re-opening Dance
is being arranged for Saturday, Scptember 18, S

WAR MEMORIAL .

It has been decided that our Church shall have 2 War Memorial,
which shall be a mark both of our thankful remembrance of those
who made the supreme sacrifice and also of our gratitade to.God
for the return of the others who went forth from amo gst us
and far our deliverance from the dangers which surrounded. us
during the time of war. A Tablct will be placed in the Church,
containing the names of those of our congregation who laid down
their lives. The nature of the rest of the Memorial will depend
upon the amount subscribed for it, . The sum at present received
or promised is £65. This includes £50 from a group of friends
in the congregation, who have always taken a particular intercst
in the welfare of those serving in the Forces. The Fund will
remain open until September 30. Contributions may be givén
to the Rector, or Churchwardens, or sent direct to the Treasurer,
Miss D. Bagshaw, 615 Kingsway, Manchester 10. Cheques
should be made payable to ** 5t. Nicholas Church War Memorial
Fund.” Smali syms will also be gratefully zccepted from all
members of the congregation who wish to take part in setting up
this Memaorial. ' . ; '
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_ THE RECTOR’S LETTER
My DEAk Frienps,

We were all very sorry to hear that Mr. Jones has had to give
up his parich on medical grounds, Mr. Jones wae curate hero
from 1940 to 1944 and wor a firm place in the affections of St,
Nicholas® folk. He is to have a prolonged rest and when he
resurmos work it will probably be not in Manchester but in some
place more favourabls to his health.

At the Aonunl Mesting s presentation of a cheque for £45
and an electrie cloek was made to Mr. and Mrs, Glasgow. All
those connected with sor Church know what great services they
have g,ivt;n 1o it, and how gn:al.‘ly we have benefited from their
friendship, their wise counsel and their infections spirit of good
fellowship. Mr. Glasgow has been over a long period the man
to whom successive Reetors have turncd for support and advice.
He has now given up his seal go the Chureh Couneil, of which he
wug Viee-Choirmen, but it iz good to koow that he and Mrs.
Glasgow have no intention of losing touch with St. Nichelas, -
They still come over to preside at dances, Mrs. Glasgow is
deeply involved in the arrangements for the Rose (Jueen and the
Bazaar, and Mr. Glasgow, of course, will still bo seen at the
Men's Society, of which he is 2 founder.

Another occasion at the Annual Meeting when the applaose
given clearly came from the hearts of the peopls was when wo
expressed our appreciative of Mr. Anuable’s work as Church-
warden. The enthusizam with which he supports every activity
of our Church, the warm and genial welcome he gives 1o evary-
body, and his cbvious sincerity and love for the Church have
endeared him te the whole of the congregution,

Yours sincerely,

T A p—

THE ORGAN

In 1943 when it became necessary for wa to have a new organ, the John
Compion Compnny, whe were approached on the subject, wera wanble to
mpply one. They did, however, most gencrously lend ua witheut charge
the Hamvasnd argan, which we bave at present, until the time should come
when they eould quote for a new inslrument. This time now has ¢ome, and
80 we have to demde what kind of organ we shall buy. At present thers iy in
the Organ Fund juct over £1,000. The Church Conucil made a thorough
investigation of the matter pnd recommended that we uboanld buy a Compton
Electronic Organ, which ssemed to them to be the instrument most suited
ta oux type of Church. There is 2 chojce of two sizes, one costing £1,050 and
the ather £1,645. Mr. J. I. Tavlor, the Chairman and Tecbnical Director of
the Company, who has thvoughout taken a close personal interest in the
maticr, rocommends the smaller of the twoe for us ; and hax wade 2 generons
offer that if we ingtall the smaelier clectronic and ther find thot we require
the larger, the Compton Company will effect the exchange without extra
charge to uy.

The matter wes discossed at the Anoual Mecting and gome people felt
thet mare time wap needed to consider the respective merits of pipe and
electrunic organs and that the Council had not paid sufficient attention 1o
the posaibility of buying s sccond-hand pipe organ. It was, therefore,
arranged that we should have a meeting spocially devoted to this gubject
hefore coming to & decigion. This meating will be on Tuesday, June 14th, at
7-30 p.m., in the Parish Raoll, Itis hoped that thers will be a good attendanee
of members of the congregation to confer on this importunt matter.

G. V. H. ELIOTT.

P8
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THE ORGAN

As the question of what type of argan we should purchase was
left undecided at the Annual Church Meoting, another meeting
was called on June 14 to deal with it. A recommendation was
made that the possibility of a pipe organ should be further
explored, and it was suggested that such an organ might be
installed m the present choir gallery, without diglodging the
cheir. We got into touch with Mr. Beard, a director of the
great Liverpool firm of organ-builders, Henry Willis and Soxn,
who spent an hour in full and frank discussion with the church-
wardens, organist and rector on the whole matter. He told us
that it would be possible to install a pipe organ in our Charch
without disturbing the present seating arraugements or inter-
fering with its architectural beauty, The cost would be £3,350
for a mew organ, and about £2,500 for an organ wade up of
sveond-hand Willis pipes, The Church Council st its next

—

meeting, to which Mr. Grainger was invited, gave the matter
careful consideration. The cost of the electrunic organ recom-
mended by the John Compton Organ Company is £1,050 ; sa
if we wanted to have the organ made of sccond-hand Willie
pipes, we should have to raige a further £1,450. Inthe course of
our discussion it becarme obviens that, while we fully appreciated
that from a musician’s point of view & pipe organ is preferable
to an electronie, we felt that wa would not bo justified in making
an appeal to the congregation for such a large sum, especially
as we already have heavy commitments of various hinds. So
we eviatually came to 5 unanimons decision to place an order
with Jobn Compton for their Electrone Model 348. It is
desoribed as “ the most advanced electronic organ produced in
the world. It has two essential toog characters, diapason and
flute ; but the range of volume is abnormally wide, the control
of the tone colours, and the numerous pitches at which they are
provided giving a variety of tone guite out of proportion to the
size of the instrument. Theré are two couplers, one tremulant
and onc balanced swell pedal.” ‘The cost will be covered by the
eney at present in the Organ Fund ; and delivery is promised
in about nine months.

This ipstrument is recommended to ws as being eminently
suitable to onr Church by Mr. J. I Taylor, the director of the
Jobn Cempton Company, who has thriughout taken such a close
interest in evr problems and who was rezpongible for lending us
without charge our presont Hammond organ. Although man
of uz kave a natural preference for o pipe organ, we may, {
believe, rest assured that this clectronic oxgan wi.gll be very much
better than our prescat instrument and wﬁlg be entirely adequate
to our needs, The Church Council wish te put on record their
%ﬂ:ﬂt appreciation of the help which has been given by Mr,

rainger throughount these negotistions,







