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Church Diary  June 2010 

Date Time Event 

Sunday 6th   

8.30 a.m. 

10.30 a.m. 

1st Sunday after Trinity 

Holy Communion (BCP) 

Parish Communion & Young People's Church 

Tuesday 8th 7.30pm Taize 

Wednesday 9th 10.00 a.m. Eucharist 

Sunday 13th   

8.30 a.m. 

10.30 a.m. 

2nd Sunday after Trinity 

Holy Communion (BCP) 

Parish Communion & Young People's Church 

Wednesday 16th 10.00 a.m. 

2.30 p.m. 

Eucharist 

Womens Fellowship Meeting 

Sunday 20th    

8.30 a.m. 

10.30 a.m. 

7.30 p.m. 

3rd Sunday after Trinity 

Holy Communion (BCP) 

Parish Communion & Young People's Church 

Brass Band Concert 

Tuesday 22nd 8.00 p.m. Prayer group 

Wednesday 23rd 10.00 a.m. Eucharist 

Sunday 27th   

8.30 a.m. 

10.30 a.m. 

4th Sunday after Trinity 

Holy Communion (BCP) 

Parish Communion & Young People's Church 

Wednesday 30th 10.00 a.m. 

2.30 p.m. 

Eucharist 

Womens Fellowship Meeting 

Items for the Parish Magazine are most welcome 

Please hand Items for the next issue to Rachel by Sunday 13th June 

or email to editor@st-nicholas-church.org.uk 
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Rachel Writes... 

W ell, that time when hopes and dreams 

will spring afresh like living water is 

almost upon us once again. Am I talking about 

a great religious festival? Of course not! Iõm 

talking about the World Cup, that festival of 

football where, inevitably, the whole nation 

(well at least the English bit) will lose its head 

and think England are going to win. The truth 

is that Iõm already getting excited. And, yes, 

very stupidly, I do think we can do it! 

The World Cup can 

bring something very silly out of 

us. But from a spiritual point of 

view, it reminds us that we live in 

an ôaspirational cultureõ, 

something which has both light 

and shade about it. What do I 

mean when I say this? Well, 

consider an advert from the last 

World Cup, shown on both TV 
and at the cinema. As the ad 

starts, tremulous music strikes 

up; we cut to a footballer 

showing off his ball skills whilst 

stood on an tall and tiny pillar of rock; the 

ball moves at dizzying speed, but not for a 

second does this skilful player (who we 

discover is the great Brazilian Ronaldo) drop 

the ball. The camera then cuts to him holding 

a sleek, shiny mobile phone. Such adverts sell, 

especially to the crucial younger market, an 

opportunity to acquire a lifestyle though the 

outlay of money, and there will be many 

during this World Cup. Got no talent, but 

want to be like Ronaldo? Buy this mobile 

phone. Want to be more glamorous or sexy? 

Drink this or wear that. You can be more like 

your heroes by driving this car. In an 

aspirational culture, we are what we buy. A 

product is attractive if it helps us achieve a 

lifestyle we want. 

And lest you think ð ôwell Iõm not so young 

anymore, these things have passed me byõ, 

well notice how many adverts are aimed at 

the more mature ð trying to tempt you to 

take out a loan on your house in order to live 

the dream youõve always had, but never had 

the money to fulfil.  

To a lesser or greater degree, the modern 

Church, and its members, almost inevitably 

buys into this consumerist, market-driven 

culture. However, as Christians, we do so at 

our peril for in greedily aspiring to achieve a 

certain lifestyle we may put at risk more than 

just our future credit rating; we may be 

risking our very selves. For we (as human 

beings), ultimately, are not made for greed, 

self-interest and envy, but love and service. I 

am not saying ôdonõt enjoy yourselfõ - far from 

it. We are made for joy; but I 

am asking you ð where is your 

real treasure? 

The Church perhaps needs to 

accept that the aspirational 

culture, based on selling dreams 

for money, is not going to go 
away in a hurry. So how do we 

as Christians both resist and 

challenge it? What does the 

Church have to offer for people 

to aspire to? 

And as for Englandõs 

performance in the World 

Cup...let us aspire to greatness...but be 

prepared for disappointment. 

COME ON ENGLAND!!! 

let us aspire to 

greatness...but 

be prepared for 

disappointment. 

COME ON 

ENGLAND!!!  
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On a beautiful Sunday morning, we celebrated the 50
th
 Anniversary of the 

Womenôs Fellowship with a family service, followed by a buffet lunch. The 
service was a celebration and thanksgiving for all the members past and 
present, and for the organisation which has done so much to support the church 
through five decades. The hall and tables were  tastefully decorated in a  cream 
and yellow theme. The centre piece was a beautiful cake, created by Sharon 

Bartlett. 

 

After a delicious lunch we enjoyed a presentation on the 
history of the fellowship by Vera and Sybil Gawkrodger 
entitled óA reading from the Book of St.Nicholas Chapter 
1, beginning at verse1ô éééééééééééééé 

ñIn the year one thousand and fifty nine it came to pass 
that the women of the house of Nicholas did say to one another that the time has 
come forsake our Young Wives group and be hereafter called the Womenôs 
Fellowship. And so it was éé. The meetings were held on the second and 
fourth Wednesdays of the month and would be presided over by Mighty 
Millicent, who had journeyed from the Noble House of Emmanuel and who was 
espoused to David also of that place and of the cloth. ééand it was agreed that 
all who came forth should be taxed at 2/6d for a year and also pay 3d per 
gatheringéé.after 6 years Mighty Millicent journeyed south and a new era 
beganéé.and another leader came forth she of the Noble House of Fallowfield, 
named Nellie é. At this time the man of the cloth was Dennis he of the noble 
girthééafter 3 years Nellie handed over to Musical Marjorie and the year was 
one thousand nine hundred and sixty eight éé.and the tax rose from 3d to 4d 
then 6d and then 1shilling ééabout this time the law of the land decreed 
decimalisation and amid much confusion the tax would 
be 15pééaround this time Dennis travelled across the 
sea and Brian Barker took up residence in the house of 
Nicholas. éé.also at this time came the alternative 
service book which was very bewildering ééafter 14 
fruitful years Musical Majorie relinquished her leadership 

50th Anniversary 

Service  

Sunday 23rd 

May  
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to another from Homestead Crescent, Patricia 
ascended to the honour and the year was one 
thousand nine hundred and eighty two. Brian took 
flight to Reddish and many moons later from the 
House of Paul in Blackley we welcomed Roy whose 
forebears came from the East.  In one thousand 
nine hundred and eighty eight, Patricia of the 
deeper voice did exclaim ñIt is time another took 
overò and lo from outside the House of Nicholas came forth Margaret Elizabeth , 
commonly known as Peggy, to bring us to our thirtieth anniversary. After four 
years it was time for a new chair and after much deliberation, Patricia took the 
reins once more. The tax was Ã2 for  a year and 30p a gathering. In nineteen 
hundred and ninety six we welcomed Barbara of the sweet voice as our chair 
who did sing in the choir and came from across the fields in Cheshireééé. 
around this time Lynne Connolly was inducted as our 9

th
 Rector and came to 

minister to the people of St.Nicholas. é..after seven difficult years during which 
our church building was restored, Lynn and her new husband Tony travelled 
north to Rochdale éé.many moons later we welcomed Paul from the hamlet of 
Wythenshawe ( he also of noble girth) é..after a short time Paul was called to 
sunnier climes and he and Judith did take up their beds and travelled to 

Spainéé..and once again we were left in the 
wildernesséééééé..about this time the 
Fellowship decreed that they meet on Wednesday 
afternoons at 2.30pm éé..in the year twenty 
thousand and eight we welcomed our 11

th
 Rector, 

Rachel Mann éééthe Womenôs Fellowship are 
celebrating their 50

th
 Anniversary and we remember 

with great affection and gratitude all those members 
who have gone before and give thanks for the 

contribution so many have made to the parish of the House of Nicholas. ( this is 
an abridged version, a full version will shortly be available on our website) 

 

With thanks to Vera and Sybil. 

 

Anne Holmes, present Chair of the Fellowship, raised a toast to the next 50 
years. The cake was cut by Barbara Stenton who is a founder member of the 
Fellowship and an active member of the Committee. 

Thank you to the Fellowship committee for the lunch 
and for making this day a very special celebration. 

 

Alison Mills 



6  

 

solstice 

sunshine 

light 

barbeque 

flowers 

weeding 

father 

daddy 

care 

support 

stability 

strong 

sporty 

smart 

decorating 

earning 

walking 

reading 

jogging 

tennis 

cricket 

swimming 

discipline 

mowing 

laughing 

driving 

gardening 

working 

June brings us the beginning of Summer, and hopefully long sunny days in the 
garden enjoying at least a few barbeques with our friends and family.  We cele-
brate the centenary of Fatherôs Day this month, and also the Summer Solstice.   
So in this monthôs word-search,  look out for words which describe things a fa-
ther might do, or which bring to mind the easy delights of summer living. 

Word Search 

SuDoKu 
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Art Group Visits St Nicholas  
One of our Church Wardens, Jill Lomas studies art at the Chrolton 

Adult Learning Centre. 

Her art group have recently made  two visits to St Nick's. 

They were very impressed by this beautiful and unusual building 

from the Art Deco period -commenting on the peaceful and 

welcoming atmosphere. 

They used watercolours, pastels and inks to 

make studies of different features and will 

use these back at the centre to make further 

works of art.  

Although mainly amateurs this is a very 

diverse group, and some have won local 

awards from the Manchester and Salford Art 

Galleries.  

Thank You 
The Children's Society would like to 

say a big óThank youô to all helpers 

and supporters who gave their 

generous support to the Coffee 

Morning held on 15th May 2010 

As a result of all your efforts I was 

able to send a donation of Ã236 to the 

Children's Society. 

Brenda Maclese 

 

 

Father, who art in Heaven 

All hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, 

In Earth and Heavôn the same. 

The bread we need to live 

Give us this day, we pray. 

Forgive our sin, as we forgive, 

Those hurting us today. 

Lead us from tempting paths 

And sinful, selfish ways 

Deliver us from evilôs grasp 

To serve Thee all our days. 

So may Thy glory shine, 

And may Thy Kingdom reign, 

The power Thine, the glory Thine, 

For evermore, Amen. 

Nigel Beeton 
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MANN FEST 40  

 
On Friday 28

th
 May St,Nicholas 

Church órockedô in celebration of 
Rachelôs 40

th
 birthday. The pews 

were moved, a stage was erected 
in front of the chancel steps, 
spotlights glowed and the building 
was transformed into a rock 
festival. Chilli and hot pot was 
served, with cup cakes to follow, 
the beer wine and soft drinks of 
course flowed and a great 
evening was had by all. 

Approximately 200 people listened 
to a variety of  bands, two poets, 
watched a fire eating vicar and the 
grand finale was a brilliant 
performance by Rachel and her 
band of some of her all time 
favourite rock and roll. 

 

Thanks Rachel and all the crew for 
a fantastic  evening ï can we make 
it an annual event !! 
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